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by Paula Hinely

MCG dental students will pro-
vide monthly oral health care for 
residents of Georgia War Veterans 
Nursing Home through a new ser-
vice project.

The project was named in honor 
of School of Dentistry founding 
faculty member and Georgia War 
resident Dr. Victor Della-Guistina, a 
retired community dentist commit-

ted to improving access to dental 
care. 

“We wanted to reach outside the 
box for this service project, and 
who better to serve than the elder 
war veterans who fought for our 
freedom,” said dental student Chris 
DeLeon, who created the project 
with classmates Ryan Fulchi and 
Ross Levine.

Georgia War houses about 200 
veterans, many of whom lack the 

mobility or dexterity to maintain 
healthy oral habits on their own. 
During each Dentists for Della 
event, about 20 dental students 
will thoroughly clean dentures and 
brush teeth of nursing home resi-
dents and provide oral, head and 
neck examinations.

The project reaches out to the 
fastest-growing segment of Ameri-

by Christine Hurley Deriso

Citing university-wide re-accred-
itation as MCG’s “highest priority,” 
Provost Barry Goldstein urges every 
member of the MCG community to 
support the campuswide self-study 
now under way.

“Over 100 MCG students, staff 
and faculty are hard at work on the 
self-study, which is required for 
re-accreditation by the Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools,” 
said Dr. Roman Cibirka, MCG’s 
SACS liaison and chairman of the 
SACS Steering Committee.

“The reaffirmation process as-
sesses institutional effectiveness, 
compliance with SACS requirements 
and ongoing efforts to enhance 
education,” he said. “The self-study 
not only quantifies these measures, 
but stimulates evaluation, improve-
ment and accountability to the MCG 
community and the public. The 
process requires integrity, thoughtful 
and principled judgment, rigorous 
application of requirements and a 
context of trust.”

SACS accreditation, he said, signi-
fies to the MCG community and the 
public that the university:

• Has a mission appropriate to 
higher education;

• Has the resources, programs 
and services to accomplish and 
sustain that mission; and,

• Maintains clear educational 
objectives that complement our mis-
sion and the disciplines for which 
we prepare our graduates.

Furthermore, institutional ac-
creditation is:

• A fundamental requirement for 
programmatic accreditation;

• A requirement for National 
Institutes of Health and other federal 

MCG dental project benefits 
Georgia War veterans

Dental student Chris DeLeon assists resident Grady Rogers with proper tooth brushing.

Re-accreditation 
MCG’s ‘highest 
priority’
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SOM faculty awards
The School of Medicine Faculty Senate 

will present awards today, April 21 at 5 
p.m. in the Lee Auditorium.

Bone marrow drive
MCG’s annual Bone Marrow Donor 

Drive will be held tomorrow, April 22 from 
noon-7 p.m. in the Children’s Medical 
Center overlook. Donors must be 18-55 and 
in general good health.

For more information: Erin Fynan, 
efynan@mcg.edu

Sleep apnea support
The A.W.A.K.E. support group will hold 

its inaugural meeting tomorrow, April 22 
from 7-9 p.m. in the Children’s Medical 
Center Resource Library. Subsequent meet-
ings will take place the fourth Thursday of 
each month. The meeting is free and open 
to anyone diagnosed with or interested in 
sleep apnea.

For more information: ext. 1-0793 or 
pmehaffey@mcg.edu

Weight Watchers
An open house meeting for the next 

series of Weight Watchers @ Work will be 
held Tuesday, April 27 at noon in the Ter-
race Dining Magnolia Room. The 17-week 
series begins May 4. Cost is $186, with sev-
eral payment options available. Deadline to 
join is Friday, April 29.

 For more information: Amanda Wright, 
amwright@mcg.edu

Crayons for kids
The MCG Ambassadors are collecting 

coloring books and crayons for the Chil-
dren’s Medical Center through April 30. 
Boxes are located in the School of Den-
tistry, Student Center and Health Sciences 
Building.

Study volunteers needed
Healthy volunteers age 21 to 40 are 

needed for an MCG study determining how 
physical activity influences white blood 
cells of the immune system and blood 
vessels of the cardiovascular system. Par-
ticipants will have body scans to measure 
body fat, and non-invasive measurements 
will be made of blood vessels. Blood and 
urine will be collected. Volunteers will also 
perform an exercise test. Two visits are 
required. Participants will be paid.

For more information: Candice Yates, 
ext. 1-1195 or Gloria Sloan, ext. 1-1103

Knee pain study
Adults age 18 to 40 who have had 

anterior knee pain for at least four weeks 
are needed for an MCG study. Program 
participants will take part in free super-
vised 30-minute rehabilitation sessions up 
to three times a week for six weeks. 

For details: Dr. Lori Bolgla, ext. 1-1517 
or lbolgla@mcg.edu

Wellness Center
During April, receive a free fitness as-

sessment with the purchase of any payroll, 
flex or 12-month membership package.

For more information: ext. 1-6800 or 
www.mcg.edu/wellness

Donor Awareness 
Month

MCGHealth’s Tissue Bank, along with 
Life Link and the Georgia Eye Bank, 
encourages people to consider organ and 
tissue donation, particularly this month 
during National Organ and Tissue Donor 
Awareness Month. Seventeen Americans 
die waiting for transplants every day. 
Anyone can become a potential donor by 
making the commitment and sharing their 
decision with loved ones.  

For more information: Tissue Donor 
Services Department, ext. 1-3411

Occupational Therapy 
Month

Occupational therapy students will 
inform the public about their profession 
at Walmart on Bobby Jones Expressway 
Saturday, April 24 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
honor of Occupational Therapy Month. 

Retirement counseling
A representative from Fidelity Invest-

ments will be available for individual 
retirement counseling April 28, May 12 and 
May 26 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Meetings 
will be held in the Annex building or an 
individual’s office. 

To schedule an appointment: 
1-800-642-7131 or www.fidelity.com/at-
work/reservation

Awards ceremony
The University Faculty Senate/MCG 

Research Institute Spring Faculty Assembly 
and Faculty Research Awards ceremony 
will be held Thursday, April 29 at 4 p.m. in 
the Lee Auditorium. The MCG community 
is invited.

Volunteen program
Applications for MCGHealth’s 2010 Vol-

unteen Program are being accepted through 
April 30. Space is limited. Applicants must 
be 15 years or older by May 1, have a letter 
of recommendation from a teacher, coach 
or work supervisor and permission from a 
parent or guardian. Orientation is manda-
tory. Those selected must volunteer at least 
one three-hour shift each week from June 
7 to July 16. 

For more information: Volunteer Ser-
vices, ext. 1-3596 or Tony Emetu, temetu@
mcg.edu.

Cystic Fibrosis walk
The Great Strides Walk to benefit cystic 

fibrosis research will be held Saturday, 
May 1 at 9:30 a.m. (8:30 a.m. registration) 
at the Savannah Rapids Pavilion. A yard 
swing will be raffled. 

To purchase tickets:  Kathy at ext. 
1-2635, Lara at ext. 1-4725 or room 1104 in 
the Dugas Building

Resident Research Day
The Department of Orthopaedic Surgery 

will hold its seventh annual Resident 
Research Day May 14 from 8:15 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in the small auditorium. Dr. Robert 
Arciero, professor of orthopaedic surgery 
and co-director of the UCONN Orthopaedic 
Sports Medicine Fellowship at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut Health Center, will be 
the guest speaker.  

For more information: Dorothy Harmon, 
ext. 1-1633 or dharmon@mcg.edu

Kids camp
Registration for the Wellness Center’s 

2010 Active BONES Kids Camp for children 
age 6-12 will take place through May 19. 
Activities include sports, arts and crafts, 
outdoor activities and swimming. The cost 
is $135 per session. Five sessions run from 
June 7 through July 9.

For more information: ext. 1-6800 or 
www.mcg.edu/wellness

Breast cancer support
A support group for women and families 

affected by breast cancer is held the second 
Thursday of each month from 5:30-7 p.m. 
in the community room of the MCGHealth 
Cancer Center, 1411 Laney-Walker Blvd. 

For more information: ext.1-4109

See Briefs, page 5
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More than 50 pieces of scientific 
and medical illustration created by 
students in MCG’s medical illustra-
tion program and the University 
of Georgia’s scientific illustration 
program are on display at the Robert 
B. Greenblatt, M.D. Library through 
May. The show originally premiered 
in March in the main gallery of the 
UGA Lamar Dodd School of Art. 

Three MCG students received 
show honors. 

• Paul Kim, class of 2011, received 
the William J. Stenstrom Award of 
Excellence for “Bare-Metal Stents vs. 
Drug-Eluting Stents,” an infographic 
created for a lay audience. 

• Elizabeth McDonald, class of 
2010, received an Award of Merit for 
“Acetabular Reaming & Component 
Insertion,” an orthopaedic surgical 
series of illustrations.

• Begoña Rodrigues Rueda, class 
of 2010, received an Award of Merit 
for “Temporal Lobectomy and Hip-
pocampal Resection,” a neurosurgi-
cal series of illustrations.

The annual event is co-curated 
by Bill Andrews, director of MCG’s 
David J. Mascaro Teaching Gallery 
in the Department of Medical Illus-
tration, and Gene Wright, director of 
UGA’s scientific illustration program.

Award-winning medical 
illustration on display

Paul Kim’s award-winning infographic.
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• 3 PM Pre-Show Expo • 6:30 PM Cooking School Begins
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MCG will inventory equipment 
worth more than $1,000 and all 
campus computers May 3-31.

Visit www.mcg.edu/supplyprop-
erty/ for instructions regarding this 
annual physical inventory, which is 

mandated by the Board of Regents.
This year new procedures have 

been added to the inventory process.
• Custodial PeopleSoft access for 

individual equipment users. 
• A missing-equipment policy 

requiring a lost/stolen report includ-
ing any lost confidential data and 
the efforts taken to locate the equip-
ment.

• Inventory in-service sessions for 
assistant equipment control officers 

April 26 in room 1151 of the Annex 
and April 28 in room 1222 of the 
Health Sciences Building. Both ses-
sions are at 10 a.m.

For more information, contact As-
set Management at ext. 1-1796.

Equipment to be inventoried May 3-31

by Denise Parrish

More than 60,000 Americans 
were diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
disease this year, joining the 1 mil-
lion people living with the disease.

There is hope, however, as scien-
tists work toward a cure and make 
progress in identifying the best 
treatment options for patients. More 

can be learned about this neuro-
logical illness when the MCGHealth 
Neuroscience Center’s Movement 
Disorders Program presents the 
ninth annual Parkinson’s Disease 
Seminar May 21 from 9 a.m. to noon 
at the Doubletree Hotel Augusta, 
2651 Perimeter Parkway. Check-in 
begins at 8:30 a.m.

The seminar is open to patients, 

families and others interested in 
Parkinson’s disease. Guest speaker 
Dr. Theresa Zesiewicz, professor 
of neurology at the University of 
South Florida and director of clinical 
research at the university’s Parkin-
son Research Foundation Center of 
Excellence, will discuss “Thoughts 
about Parkinson’s disease from a 
doctor and a daughter.”

In addition, neurologists from 
the MCGHealth National Parkinson 
Foundation Center of Excellence will 
discuss:

• “How to diagnose Parkinson’s 
disease and differentiate it from 
lookalikes,” Dr. John C. Morgan, as-
sistant professor of neurology 

• “Medical treatment of Parkin-
son’s disease,” Dr. Shyamal Mehta, 

assistant professor of neurology 
• “Questions and answers,” Dr. 

Kapil Sethi, professor and director of 
the MCGHealth Movement Disorders 
Program, with Drs. Morgan, Mehta 
and Zesiewicz

Continental breakfast will be pro-
vided. Register for this free seminar 
by calling Amanda Stefenakos at 
ext. 1-4895.

Parkinson’s seminar slated May 21

Coupon books
The Graduate Student Organiza-

tion is selling buy-one-get-one-free 
coupon books good at many local 
restaurants for $10 each. Funds 
raised will help offset costs for a 
spring camping trip and increase 
donations to area charities. 

To order: gso@mcg.edu 

Confidential 
counseling

MCG’s Employee/Faculty As-
sistance Program offers up to six 
confidential counseling sessions 
to employees and their immediate 
family free. The sessions may cover 
any personal or work-related area of 
concern and are held at 844 Chafee 
Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Beeper deadlines
For the May 5 edition, deadline 

is April 28 at noon. For the May 
19 edition, deadline is May 12 at 
noon. Send announcements or story 
suggestions to beeper@mcg.edu or 
contact Beeper Editor Sharron Walls 
at ext. 1-4410, FI-1042 (campus 
mail) or swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submit-
ted to the MyMCG Web portal by 
e-mailing NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu 
and the Campus Events Calendar at 
www.calendar.mcg.edu.

briefs...from page 2

got news?
beeper@mcg.edu

Welcome alumni.
Homecoming is April 22-25.

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus
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630 Edgefield Road • North Augusta • 803.819.9767
Machell Mims • Broker-In-Charge • Licensed in GA & SC

Right Home! Right Price! Wright Agent!
www.wright-realestateagency.com • wrightrealestate@bellsouth.net

R141864•BP042110

SOLD

LOTS OF LOTS!
New homes built by MLTO Construction 

$95,000 & up! Call Carolyn 803-634-4000.

New Listing Taylor Pond Rd. • Lots 37 & 39
Each sold as a package deal seller/builder 

to build home on lot. Call for details!

1.29 ACRES! 
3BR/2BA in 

Edgefield. Newer 
roof, pool, goldfish 
pond. Call Carolyn 

today at 
803-634-4000.

4BR, 2BA brick 
home in Augusta.
Large corner lot, 

fenced yard!
Call Carolyn today 
at 803-634-4000.

UNDER CONTRACT

ONLY $69,900!

Master Suite on 
1st floor!

4BR, 3BA on 
low traffic street 

in N. Augusta
Call Carolyn 

803-634-4000.Reduced to $144,500!
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Organizer Mike Maddox (in black hat) and members of the Long family present a check to 
MCGHealth’s Administrative Director of Pediatrics Jim Mumford (third from left) in memory of Kelsi 
Long, who had Down Syndrome. Over 240 motorcyclists descended on the Children’s Medical 
Center March 20 during the Eighth Annual Kelsi Long Memorial Ride, which initially raised $7,368 
to help fund renovations to the pediatric outpatient cancer clinic. Additional donations increased 
the total to $10,500. To date, over $40,000 has been raised.

Motorcyclists donate $10,500 to CMC
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Recipe Contest
Winner

receives a FREE LUNCH FOR FOUR 
delivered to her office by Choice Catering.

Patricia Kemp

Oven Fried Chicken

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! 
Submit your recipe to the Beeper! 

beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

Lunch for 4 
provided by

R142343•BP042110

3-4 pounds chicken parts
1/4 cup flour

1 teaspoon paprika
1 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon pepper
2 tablespoons butter or margarine

Directions

choicecatering.com • 706.364.4492

Ingredients

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Wash chicken and pat dry with 
paper towels. In a pie pan, combine flour, paprika, salt and 

pepper. Coat chicken with the flour mixture.
Put butter in a baking pan; place in oven to melt. When butter is 
melted, arrange chicken in the baking pan in a single layer, skin 

side down. Turn oven down to 350 degrees and bake for 
30 minutes; turn and bake 25-30 minutes longer or until 

chicken is tender and done.
It’s great without having to use oil!
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The Employee Advisory Council is your voice and we need to hear 
from you! 

We know you have ideas to improve employee campus life. 
The EAC is your way to share ideas, suggestions and concerns with 

MCG administration. Use this form, e-mail your representative or 
send a comment to www.mcg.edu/EAC/. 
 
My idea, suggestion or concern is: 
 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 
Name/ext: __________________________________________ (optional)

Intercampus mail to HS 1144, Attn: EAC
 

Once per quarter, we’ll randomly select a submission and reward the 
winner with a gift certificate to Mocha Mahn.

EAC Suggestion Box
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“When I think of customer 
service at MCG,” says Lisa Wheat-
ley, campus debit card coordinator, 
“I think of Karen Howell in the 
bookstore. In this world of online 
existence, Karen is an ever-present, 
in-person breath of fresh air. She 
knows almost everything there is to 
know about the books students need 
and she’s always willing to help 
you make the best decision for your 
particular needs.”

Howell has been with MCG for 
20 years, almost all of them at the 
bookstore. She was recently named 
manager, although she considers the 
three bookstore employees a team. 

“It’s a joint effort,” she says. 
“This is the best job in the world. I 
get to interact with the students and 
learn what they need.”

“It is obvious that she genuinely 
cares about each and every person 
that she comes in contact with,” 
Wheatley continues. “Students, 
faculty, and staff know that she’ll do 
whatever she can to make sure their 
needs are met with a kind word or 
two and great big smile.”

The SWELL Award spotlights 
outstanding achievement Saluting 
the Work, Excellence, Leadership 
and Lives of MCG staff, students and 
faculty who make a difference on 
and off campus.

To nominate someone for the 
SWELL Award, send a brief descrip-
tion of the nominee to Sharron 
Walls at swalls@mcg.edu or FI-1042 
(campus mail). Please include the 
nominee’s telephone number.

Karen Howell 
is SWELL

Karen Howell

8
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STAFF
School of Dentistry
 Shirley Atkins Buhl

School of Medicine
 Kathryn P. Davis

Environmental Services
 Earl Theodore Dority

Georgia Correctional HealthCare 
 Cyndi Williams Green
 Janice H. Jones
 Edwina Antoinette Ramsey

Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home
 Tiffany Marie Boyd
 Rosa Williams Butler
 Shanovia Regina Denice Howard

Lab Animal Services
 Nathaniel Stanford Copley

Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  

ca’s population – the elderly.
“People are living longer, and 

more people than ever are keeping 
their teeth throughout their lives,” 
said Dr. Kate Ciarrocca, instructor in 
the Departments of Oral Rehabilita-
tion and Oral Health and Diagnostic 
Sciences and the project’s faculty 
adviser. “However, as people age, 
medical complications and other 
factors can negatively affect oral 
health. Our main goal here is to 
improve the quality of life for the 
veterans, and a healthier mouth can 
only lead to better health.”

Dentists for Della is funded by a 
$7,500 grant from the Mary Allen 
Lindsey Brannan Foundation and 

sponsored by the MCG chapter of 
the American Student Dental As-
sociation. Patterson Dental donated 
supplies, including denture cleaner 
and repair products.

“Although we’ve received a lot of 
donations, the lack of larger equip-
ment has hindered us from fully uti-
lizing the number of students who 
want to volunteer,” Fulchi said.

Additional funding would enable 
the team to purchase a portable den-
tal unit to expand from basic care to 
extensive dental cleanings and den-
ture adjustments that can be done 
in patients’ rooms. They also aim to 
provide electric toothbrushes to aid 
the veterans and their caregivers. 

“We’re grateful the students 
chose to bring this special project 
to us,” said Kay Roland, director of 
nursing at Georgia War. “It’s going 
to make a world of difference for 
these patients to have their teeth 
or dentures cleaned in house by a 
dental student.”

Georgia War, operated through 
an interagency agreement between 
MCG and the Georgia Department of 
Veterans Service, is located at 1101 
15th St. 

For more information on Dentists 
for Della or to make a donation, 
contact Ciarrocca at ext. 1-2607 or 
kciarrocca@mcg.edu.

research funding eligibility;
• A requirement for participation 

in federal and state student aid; and
• A hallmark of the legitimacy 

and value of a degree.
“As you can see, re-accreditation 

is vital to every member of the MCG 
community, both individually and 
collectively,” Cibirka said. “There-
fore, if you are asked to provide 
or verify information related to 
this effort, please do your best to 
respond promptly, thoroughly and 
accurately. All of the information 

we amass – even seemingly tedious 
or superfluous information, such as 
verifying credentials – plays a vital 
role in ensuring compliance.”

For more information, or to par-
ticipate in the self-study, please con-
tact Cibirka at rcibirka@mcg.edu; 
Dr. Bill Andrews, co-chairman of the 
Compliance Certification Commit-
tee, at bandrews@mcg.edu; or Dr. 
Judith Salzer, co-chairwoman of the 
Compliance Certification Committee, 
at jsalzer@mcg.edu.

Dental...from page 1

Re-accReDitation...from page 1

Everyone has a story.
Tell the Beeper. ext. 1-4410 

or beeper@mcg.edu

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus
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One here, one there; collection tales
by Sharron Walls

Some MCG offices contain a little more than the usual desk, chair and computer. Several employees have turned their work space 
into something a bit more individualized, showcasing their personal interests. The Beeper took a look at a few of them.

On frog pond

Shawntel Parker can’t 
remember when or how she 
got interested in frogs, only 
that it pre-dates her hus-
band, who’s been around 
for 20 years. 

“I’ve always loved 
reptiles,” she says. “Frogs 
are just cute.” Her favorite 
species is the red-eyed tree 
frog.

“I never had a frog in my 
office until I created a pond 
out of blue construction 
paper on the top of my fil-
ing cabinet and brought in 
a couple of ‘ugly’ frogs from 
home,” says Parker, a sys-
tems analyst at the Georgia 
Prevention Institute. “Then 
people at work just started 
bringing me frogs.”

Indeed they did. They 
now not only cover the 
pond, they climb the walls 
and cabinet doors, sit on 
desktops and fill her com-
puter screen. 

Parker estimates she has 
about 75 three-dimensional 
frogs between her home 
and office, but adds that 
she also has frog fabric, 
pictures, even frog jewelry.

She emphasizes that 
only certain frogs will do. “I 
think that for anyone who 
collects something, you 
become discriminating. The 
frogs have to be cute, they 
have to be in good taste.”

Just a stamp away

Bookstore manager Karen Howell traveled a bit when she was first married, but now the North Augusta native dreams about 
all the places she’d like to visit by looking around her office. Colorful postcards from as far away as Botswana cover two doors 
and a filing cabinet and threaten to start climbing the walls.   

About 12 years ago, Howell’s best friend and co-worker, Mary Shipley, retired, bought a motor home and started traveling 
around the country. Wherever she went, she sent back a postcard. Then bookstore employees started sending postcards from 
their vacation spots. 

“It grew from there,” Howell says. “Everybody, including students, knew I collected them and now I have a huge collection.”

Traversing the globe

Sit in Beverly Tarver’s office and you can 
virtually visit anywhere almost anyplace on 
the planet. 

“The majority of my time is spent with 
international students and scholars who are 
here on visa status,” says Tarver, director of 
student diversity international. Her eclec-
tic global collection is mostly the result of 
custom. 

“I’m very appreciative of the opportunity 
to interface with people from around the 
world.

In many cultures, it’s impolite to visit 
and not bring a small gift,” she explains. “It 
would be rude not to accept it.”

A self-proclaimed pack rat, Tarver has 
accumulated trinkets from Asia, Africa, the 
Middle East, Europe, Canada and South and 
Central America. Tucked everywhere are ob-
jects that surprise and delight. There’s even 
a grouping of toys on her desk so visitors’ 
children can occupy themselves.

“I have to rotate it from time to time,” she 
says of the collection. “I let folks come in 
and shop for their offices.”

Interspersed among the many fans, 
fabrics, figurines and other objects is a bit 
of Americana – her Star Trek collection – 
mementoes from her long career in educa-
tion, and her favorite items – drawings by 
her children.

Describing her decorating style, she has 
to laugh. “I’m a maximalist.”

Digging for treasures

For nearly a quarter of a century, Larry 
Ward, landscaping and grounds manager, 
has devoted countless Saturdays digging 
alongside a creek in Burke County looking 
for treasure. 

“Over thousands of years, Indian tribes 
used the area for hunting,” Ward says. They 
left behind artifacts such as arrowheads, 
spear points, knives, axes, drills and other 
tools, hundreds of which now grace the 
walls of Ward’s office in specially made 
cases. He can still point out the first one he 
found. After that initial discovery, he was 
hooked.

“I’ve gone in the swamps, with cotton-
mouths lying all over the place, and looked 
all day long without finding one thing, then 
get back to my truck and step on one. I’ve 
even gone digging in the snow,” he says.

On his best day, he found 14 arrowheads. 
“That was some day,” he marvels. 
Ward’s interest led him to become an 

amateur historian, studying the native 
Americans whose items he collects. He’s 
also a member of the Archeological Society 
of America. 

“I love all things old,” he says. “It’s been 
a very interesting hobby.”

It’s a dog’s life

Dick Woodring has 
always liked Snoopy. Why?

“He’s got a good phi-
losophy on life,” explains 
Woodring, conference 
coordinator for Continuing 
Education.

That simple explanation 
is the basis for a 40-year 
collection of anything 
and everything Snoopy. 
“Books, pencils, cups, 
stuffed animals, I’ve got it 
all,” he says. 

In his office, several 
Snoopys reside in their 
original packaging, along-
side stuffed teddy bears, 
sheep, ducks and Winnie 
the Pooh toys. 

The bears are his wife’s 
influence. “Her specialty 
is pediatrics, and kids like 
toys. I like sheep because 
the Lord is my shepherd. 
Since I’m one of the 
sheep, I tend to collect 
them, too.”

Woodring’s office 
houses but a small fraction 
of his collection. At home, 
it fills a large bookcase. 
In fact, Woodring and his 
wife, Barbara, have amassed so many stuffed animals, some are in storage and some have been donated to the Richmond County 
Gold Cross Ambulance Service for children involved in accidents. 

The collection serves a practical purpose. “I need diversion, something as a distraction from the pressure and stress of work,” 
Woodring says. “You can’t look at that stuff without smiling.”

A well-heeled hobby

They call her the “shoe diva.” 
Since high school, Dr. Laura 
Mulloy, Department of Neph-
rology section chief, has loved 
footwear, the higher the better.

It’s a passion others have 
picked up on. Her offices are 
filled with decorative heels col-
leagues and patients have given 
her. From posters and cards to 
the rug on the floor, to shoe figu-
rines tucked in on the bookcases 
and a pillow on a chair, shoes 
are everywhere. There’s even a 
Christmas shoe tree and a shoe 
menorah. 

“I will buy a pair of shoes first 
and then get the outfit to match,” 
Mulloy says of her obsession. 

Other than sneakers during 
her daily workouts, high heels 
are all she wears. 

Even when she had foot 
surgery recently and was in a 
cast and on crutches, she came 
to work with the other foot in a 
high heel. 

“Last summer my family went 
on a white-water rafting trip in 
Idaho,” she relates. “It was the 
first time I had not been in high 
heels in a long, long time and it 
was very stressful and traumatic. 
But I made it.”

Her motto? “One shoe can 
change your life.”

Phil Jones photo

Phil Jones photo

Phil Jones photo
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Newsmakers
Send news of accomplishments 

to Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at 
swalls@mcg.edu.

Dr. Muthusamy Thangaraju, 
assistant professor of biochemistry 
and molecular biology, is one of six 
statewide recipients of a 2010 Geor-
gia Cancer Coalition research award, 
made possible through donations to 
the Georgia Cancer Research Fund 
on state income tax forms. He will 
use his one-year, $50,000 grant to 
study breast cancer biology. 

Dr. Martha Tingen, professor of 
pediatrics in the Georgia Prevention 
Institute and co-director of the Child 
Health Discovery Institute, has been 
named to the Community-Level 
Health Promotion Study Section of 
the National Institutes of Health.

Residents Lindsay King Crews 
and Thomas Gallen in the Depart-
ment of Anesthesiology, along 
with fourth-year medical student 
Diana Mattingly, presented posters 
recently at the Society of Pediatric 
Anaesthesiology Annual Meeting in 
San Antonio.

Tingen

Anne Todd (left) of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology has been named the 2009 Grand 
Rounds Coordinator of the Year by the Division of Continuing Education. The second annual 
award, given for distinguished service in compliance with the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education Criteria for a regularly scheduled series, was presented April 14 during an 
appreciation luncheon for grand rounds coordinators. Pictured with Todd is Norma Robinson, 
Division of Continuing Education Grand Rounds manager.
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Obituaries

The MCG community extends 
condolences to the friends and 
family of:

Winford Pool, 83, a retired 
professor of radiology, who died 
Feb. 24. He was with MCG from 
1964-90.

Coordinator honored

12

on 15th Street 
across from the MCG Annex

$599

(706)724-3302

All You Can Eat!

We
Deliver!

11:00 - 1:30 • Mon - Fri
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(must present coupon, 1 coupon per visit)

Lunch Buffet!

Great Food
Dine-In, Takeout or Delivered

Includes Drink!

Expires 4/30/10 • Code:340

20 Wings
$12

$1 more for Crispy Bone-In or Bone-Out
Available only at select WingStreet locations

Code:381

2 Topping Medium Pizza
$8

Up to 2 toppings. Add breadstick for $3
Valid on Pan, Thin ‘N Crisy & Hand-Tossed Style Pizza

Code:491

Eye Care One
“Eye Care for Everyone.”

3152 Washington Road • 706-651-1291
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Limited Time Offer,
Call For Your Evaluation Today!

MCG Employee Discount
On Lasik Surgery

MCG Employee’s
& Their Families 

Receive 10% 
Off The Regular 
Price of $3375 
For Refractive 

Surgery

R135408•BP091609
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by Sharron Walls

Matthew Kuchinski spends his 
days in information technology for 
the Board of Regents in Atlanta, but 
twice a year he becomes a railroad 
conductor at the Georgia War Veter-
ans Nursing Home in Augusta.

The trains may be too small to 
ride and the track may only extend 
400 feet, but they deliver a welcome 
diversion to residents of the Blue 
Goose, as the home is affectionately 
called.

Kuchinski and his extended fam-
ily of sisters, nieces and nephews set 
up the G scale trains twice a year, 
during Masters Week and around 

Halloween. For two days, the trains 
tour the courtyard, winding their 
way through the sidewalks and 
shrubbery.

The idea to set up the trains came 
to Kuchinski one day four years ago 
while he was visiting his father, 
John, a retired Army veteran.

“I realized how ideal the court-
yard area was, with its size and 
levelness,” Kuchinski says. “Know-
ing I had a whole bunch of trains 
sitting in boxes, I thought it would 
be something the residents and their 
families could enjoy.” 

The trains, which take about 
an hour and a half to set up, are 
designed to run outdoors. 

“Most people call this hobby 
garden railroading,” Kuchinski ex-
plains, “because you can leave them 
out year-round. The tracks are made 
of brass. They can get wet; you 
can stand on them, walk on them; 
they’re pretty durable.”

Each engine is computerized, 
which allows Kuchinski to oper-
ate several trains independently on 
the same track. They even sound 
authentic, albeit on a much quieter 
scale. 

“We enjoy it as much as the resi-
dents,” Kuchinski says. “A resident’s 
day may not involve too much, so if 
we can add something to that, that’s 
what we’re hoping to do.”
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All aboard!
Matthew Kuchinski checks a train’s progress.

Got a Pet?
Tell the Pet Gazette

beeper@mcg.edu
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La Maison on Telfair
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2358 Washington Rd • Augusta, GA
706-736-4479 • www.turnerskeyboards.com

Turner’s Keyboards

PLAYER PIANOS
“The Turner Family Since 1955”

R140941•BP040710

Let Turner’s Make Your Piano A Player Piano!

ON SALE NOW
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Send photos and stories about your pets to 
Sharron Walls at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette

Nineteen-month-old China loves new toys, but her “mom,” 
Kayla White, draws the line at letting her drive herself to the pet 
store. She’s an agreeable-enough passenger, though, as evidenced 
by their many trips to Pet Smart and growing inventory of toys.

China lives with Kayla, Lee, Candace and Wanda White, a 
licensed practical nurse in the otolaryngology office.

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus

14
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Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE

R110214•BP081607
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Yearly competition 
makes it to Africa

MCG Team 2 members take steps during their walk for the I AM Fit competition between A.R. 
Johnson Health Science and Engineering Magnet School students and teachers and MCG 
students, staff and faculty. Three teams, MCG Team 1, A.R. Johnson seniors and A.R. Johnson 
freshmen made it, figuratively, to their destination of Djibouti by walking over 4,670 miles. Next 
year, I AM Fit competitors will “walk” their way through Asia and Europe.
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17 Puzzle

ACROSS
  1. Cheilitis site
  4. Possible result of bruxism, for short
  7. Synovial __; fluid-filled part of a joint
10. Actress Joanne
11. TV’s “__ Haw”
12. Flat __ pancake
13. Surgery for endometriosis, usually
16. __ video; short tutorial
17. Young pigeon
20. Charley horse
24. Surgeons’ spots: abbr.
25. Caviar source
26. Toradol or Celebrex
29. Longest bone in the body
31. __ mortis
33. Precancerous mouth lesion
39. Location of Reissner’s membrane
40. Diffuse axonal injury, for short
41. Suffix for intern or nutrition
42. .22 or .44
43. Top left corner PC key
44. Gout site

DOWN
  1. “Bad” cholesterol
  2. Tax-deferred acct.
  3. Young dog
  4. Pulsate
  5. Request for a bowl of milk
  6. Kids around
  7. Title for Tomé or Paulo
  8. Venomous snake
  9. Small island
14. “Caughtcha!”
15. Policeman
17. Heir, often
18. P-T connection
19. Fourth-largest nation: abbr.
21. Location of the pronator teres muscle
22. Old French coin
23. Mal de __; seasickness
27. Annoy
28. Two-terminal electronic component
29. __ acid; vitamin B9
30. Historical period
32. Transcript avgs.
33. Where to find the sural nerve
34. Parisian water
35. Cappuccino container
36. Bag of supplies
37. Prefix meaning “equal”
38. Broke a fast

beeper 
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How I spent my spring vacation…

It seems a lot of people went fishing during spring break. Public Safety Officer Chrissy Compton (left) caught her beauty at Lake Thurmond, while Arlene Bates from the School of Dentistry and her family (middle) dropped their lines off the Skyview Pier in Tampa, Fla., and Thomas Walls (right), son of Beeper editor Sharron Walls, took one out of Lake Oconee in Georgia.

Alan Watts from Ambulatory Patient Access Services spent a more traditional Augusta vacation and took in the Masters on Monday, where he took this shot of a caddy strolling to a green.
Occupational therapy students Marie Brannen (from left) and Lindsey Kenney 

volunteered with the State Farm Adaptive Golf Challenge that supports Camp 

TBI (To Be Independent). They are pictured with adaptive golfer Dennis Walters, 

Bucky the dog and Vicki Greene of the Walton Foundation.

18
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19 Classifieds

Crossword
Solution

Suduko
Solution

Word Search
Solution

To Place A Classifi ed Ad,
call 803-279-2793 & ask for “Richardene.”

Or e-mail: rbaskett@northaugustastar.com
Rates: 25 cents per word.

Congratulations!

Is your name in this issue?
Check our ads to fi nd out! 

And remember e-mail: beepercontests@aikenstandard.com
by the Friday at noon deadline.

Josie Ochoa found her name hidden in the 
Top Notch ad on page 15 of our last issue.

HIDDEN NAME CONTEST
We hide the names of randomly chosen students & employees - 

one per issue. If your name is hidden in one of the advertisements 
in this issue, you’ll score our Beeper gift package: a gift certifi cate 
to 3 Squares Diner & Top Notch Car Wash plus movie passes to 
Evans 20 Theatre compliments of Health Center Credit Union!

THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one of the ads 
in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, e-mail us; (beepercontests@aikenstandard.com) 

before noon on Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 
FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not enter. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or employed by 

MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is responsible for printing errors 
which make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more 
than one person has the same name, the fi rst person to claim the prize is the winner. 7. Prize awarded to 

winners may vary from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

DOUGLASVILLE 
OFFICE  SPACE

Excellent location for
Dental Office

½ Mile from I-20.
$1600/mo

2400sf Avail. June 1.
770-851-1444 or

e_hattaway@bell-
south.nete_hatt-

away@bellsouth.net

2727 Wicklow Dr.
3BR 2BA New Roof,
New CH/A, New Wa-
ter Heater. Well Land-

scaped, Private
Fenced. Convenient
too shopping, golf &

MCG.  
706-825-2356
706-825-2016

$150 QUEEN PILLOW-
TOP MATTRESS SET-

NEW. Warranty
 706-733-5339

 5 Pc Bedroom set.
Brand new. Will sell
$350. 706-736-3811

King pillowtop Mattress
set.  New. Still in pkg.
$250. 706-737-6331

Full Mattress Set. NEW.
Sell $125 706-737-6331.

Twin  Set $100

HOME ON THE HILL
1130 Highland Ave 
2,670sqft, 4BR, 3BA
HW Floors, lge LR,
Den, DR, lge, Kit.
Sunroom, sec sys-

tem, fenced yard, gas
grill. Best neighbor-
hood in Augusta. 
1.5 mi to MCG. 

Call Pat, lvg msg.
706.821.2651or
706.737.5747

542
Houses For 
Sale By 
Owner

535 Houses
For Rent

515
Commercial
Property For
Rent

535 Houses
For Rent

445 Furniture

2 to 5 Bedrooms, All Areas
Long and Short Term
McBride Realty, Inc.

706-868-1005
www.mcbriderealty.us

Send your recipes to
beeperrecipes@

aikenstandard.com  
Win lunch for four!
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590 W. Martintown Road
North Augusta • 803.278.4437

Working Together To 
Serve You Better!

R141863•BP042110

453 Railroad Avenue • $289,900130 Crescent Court • $216,900

Shari Alexander 
706.631.4257

Bob Bolton 
803.221.8972

86 Crystal Lake • $295,000604 West Avenue • $239,000

1551 Goshen Road • $118,900 915 West Avenue • $299,000 146 Addie Road • $325,000

1728 Georgia Avenue • $119,900412 Shoreline Drive East • $779,000

Just Reduced

282 Crystal Peak • $144,900 4160 Tindall Drive • $200,000

248 Moore Road • $189,900
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