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President’s Dinner

Dr. Schnuck receives Vessel of Life Award
by Jennifer Hilliard

MCG has presented its 2006 Vessel 
of Life Award to Dr. Lloyd B. Schnuck 
Jr., an MCG alumnus and faculty 
member.

President Daniel W. Rahn 
presented the award, which honors 
professional achievement and 
contributions to society that enhance 
MCG’s mission of education, research 
and service, at the annual President’s 
Dinner Nov. 4.

“Dr. Schnuck refers to himself 
as a ‘gadget geek,’” President Rahn 
said in presenting the award. “In his 
case, gadgets represent equipment, 
machines and technology that 
save lives. Geekiness represents a 
tireless, single-minded commitment 
to excellence, which translates into 
terrific outcomes for patients.”

Dr. Schnuck earned his medical 
degree from MCG in 1968, interned 
at University Hospital, then served 
in the U.S. Army for three years. His 
service included a tour of duty in 
Vietnam where he volunteered in 
orphanages and hospitals. His military 
honors include a Bronze Star, Air 

Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal and 
National Service Defense Medal.

He completed a diagnostic 
radiology residency at MCG in 1974 
and returned in 1995 to complete a 
body imaging fellowship. He has been 
an assistant professor of radiology 
at MCG since 1996. Last month, Dr. 
Schnuck was named chief of the 

Department of Imaging and Radiology 
at the Augusta Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center.

An enthusiastic supporter of 
his alma mater, he has served as 
president of the Alumni Association 
of the Medical College of Georgia 
School of Medicine, Inc., and an MCG 
Foundation, Inc., board member. 

He recently established an MCG 
scholarship endowment for students 
in financial need.

He has committed to fund the 
Lloyd B. Schnuck Jr., M.D./GRA 
Eminent Scholar in Breast Cancer 
with matching funds from the Georgia 
Research Alliance.

“His generosity and altruism have 
only grown through the years,” Dr. 
Rahn said. “His devotion is to the 
well-being of others.”

Dr. Schnuck is a fellow of the 
American College of Radiology and 
a member of the Society of Nuclear 
Medicine, the American Medical 
Association, the Radiological Society 
of North America, the Medical 
Association of Georgia and the 
Richmond County Medical Society. He 
is a member and former president of 
the Georgia Radiological Society.

His awards include the MCG 
Milton Antony Medical History Award, 
the American Medical Association 
Physicians Recognition Award 
with Commendation and the 2006 
Outstanding Philanthropist Award from 
the Augusta Chapter of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals.
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by Toni Baker

An MCG bioinformatics expert 
is coordinating a national effort to 
develop animal models to study 
diabetes complications.

Dr. Richard A. McIndoe, 
associate director of the Center 
for Biotechnology and Genomic 
Medicine, has received a 
$15 million, five-year grant 
– MCG’s largest ever – to continue 
operating the Coordinating 
and Bioinformatics Unit for the 
innovative National Institutes of 

Health project, Animal Models of 
Diabetic Complications Consortium.

He also will provide the same 
services for the Mouse Metabolic 
Phenotyping Centers, another 
NIH-funded consortium of centers 
offering mouse-testing expertise to 
scientists nationwide for a variety 
of diseases.

The Animal Models of Diabetic 
Complications Consortium 
consists of 13 investigators from 
different institutions generating 
ideas for creating mouse models, a 
Mouse Generation and Husbandry 

Core to generate the mice and the 
Coordinating and Bioinformatics 
Unit to oversee consortium activities.

Funded scientists agree to 
make their development data and 
resulting animal models available 
to the scientific community.

In 2001, while on the University 
of Florida faculty, Dr. McIndoe 
received the first grant to provide 
administrative and coordinating 
activities for investigators 
working on model development. 
Work includes organizing 
semi-annual Executive Steering 
Committee meetings, monthly 
teleconferences, workshops, 
training sessions and organizing

activities for External Advisory Boards.
  A major task was developing a 

computer system that could store 
and analyze the huge amount of 
data generated by investigators, 
then share it with scientists 
worldwide through a Web portal, 
www.amdcc.org.

To date, about 70 animal 
models have been studied, 
information on about 25 has been 
deposited in the database 
Dr. McIndoe developed and about 
20 of those models will soon be 
available from mouse repositories.

For the second round of NIH 
funding, each investigator will 
prepare two new models and turn 

them over to a husbandry core for 
development. “Once created, the 
models will be sent back to the 
investigators who will be in charge 
of understanding the pathology 
of the complications,” said Dr. 
McIndoe, noting the operational 
changes reflect the complexity and 
magnitude of the work.

The NIH integrated operation 
of the consortium with the 
Mouse Metabolic Phenotyping 
Centers, which also were up for 
grant renewal. The centers’ first 
round of funding didn’t include 
money for administration and 

Bioinformatics expert coordinates national initiatives

See McIndoe page 3
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MCG receives largest-ever grant 

President Daniel W. Rahn (left) presents the 2006 Vessel of Life 
Award to Dr. Lloyd B. Schnuck Jr.
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Briefs... Need to Know news, events and more

Graniteville seminar
Dr. Erik R. Svendsen, assistant 

professor of epidemiology at the 
University of South Carolina and state 
environmental epidemiologist for the 
South Carolina Department of Health 
and Environmental Control, will 
discuss “A Mid-Winter’s Night Dream: 
The Community Health Impact of the 
Graniteville Chlorine Spill,” tomorrow, 
Nov. 10 from noon-1 p.m. in room 
2238 of the Health Sciences Building. 
The seminar is hosted by the School of 
Nursing.

To reserve a seat: Cathey Ellis, 
cellis@mcg.edu

Explorer 7 notice
Banner, PeopleSoft and One45 have 

not yet been configured to support 
Microsoft’s newest Web browser, 
Internet Explorer 7. Users of these three 
programs should not upgrade until 
receiving clearance from ITSS.

MCG Players perform
The MCG Players will present two 

one-act plays, “Arabian Nights” by 
David Ives and “No Shronking” by Shel 
Silverstein, Tuesday, Nov. 14 from 12:15 
-12:45 p.m. in room 1222 of the Health 
Science Building. The performance is free. 

Research consultant 
services

Dr. Ronald Geller, a consultant with 
Health Research Associates, will be 
on campus Tuesday, Nov. 14 from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Wednesday, Nov. 
15 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. to help 
develop fundable grant proposals to 
external sponsors. Postdoctoral health-
related researchers, new faculty who 
are beginning to prepare their first or 
second research grant proposals, and 
experienced investigators, especially 
those who mentor postdoctoral students 
and young faculty, are encouraged to 
attend. 

To schedule an individual session: 
Jeaneanne Atkinson, jatkinso@mcg.edu.

Overseas fellowship 
applicants sought

The FIC/Ellison Overseas Fellowship 
Program offers one-year mentored 
clinical research training to qualified 
health professions graduate students 
at top-ranked National Institutes 
of Health-funded research centers 
in countries such as Bangladesh, 
Botswana, Brazil, China, Haiti, India, 
Kenya, Mali, Peru, Russia, South 
Africa, Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda and 
Zambia. The program is sponsored by 
the NIH Fogarty International Center in 
partnership with The Ellison Medical 
Foundation, the NIH National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and 
the NIH National Institute on Drug 
Abuse. Applications are due by Dec. 8.

To learn more: www.aamc.org/
overseasfellowship

Wee Wisdom

Sheryl Irwin, inclusion coordinator 
with Child Care and Coordinating 
and Referral Service of East Georgia, 
will give tips Nov. 15 on finding 
inclusive child care for children with 
disabilities. The program is part of the 
Wee Wisdom series, a free parenting 
program for caregivers of children age 
5 and younger, held every Wednesday 
from noon to 1 p.m. in the CMC Family 
Resource Library.

For more information:  Melanie Gee, 
ext. 1-3596.

GWVNH salutes veterans
The Georgia War Veterans Nursing 

Home will hold its annual Veterans Day 
ceremony at 9 a.m. tomorrow, Nov. 
10, in the courtyard. Regimental Chief 
Warrant Officer Andrew Barr will be the 
guest speaker and Augusta Mayor Deke 
Copenhaver will make opening remarks. 
The U.S. Army Signal Corps Band and 
Post Ceremonial Detachment Color 
Guard from Fort Gordon will be on 
hand as well as the Butler High School 
Drill Team. The public is invited.

In vitro lecture
Dr. Ana A. Murphy, chair of the 

Department of OB/GYN, will discuss 
“When is IVF the best therapy for 
infertility?” at the Columbia County 
Library Saturday, Nov.11 from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. in the first-floor meeting room. 
The talk, sponsored by Reproductive 
Medicine & Infertility Associates, is free 
and open to the public.

For information: Robin Shaffer, 
ext. 1-3832

Learning Curve
For a listing of training courses 

offered by Human Resources in 
November and December, visit www.
mcg.edu/hr/training/catalog.asp. The 
January-June 2007 course listings are 
also available.

It’s TAP time
Applications for the Tuition 

Assistance Program will be accepted 
through Nov. 15 for spring semester. 
The program is available to full-time 
employees who have completed 
six continuous months of regular 
employment by the application deadline 
and are working toward a degree at 
one of the 34 participating University 
System of Georgia institutions. USG 
distance-learning and Web-based 
courses are eligible. TAP applications 
can be printed online from www.usg.
edu/employment/benefits/tuition/
tap_app.pdf.

Fax completed applications to: Debra 
Arnold at ext. 1-0160.

GroupWise 7 demos
Demonstrations on new GroupWise 7 

features will take place Thursday, Nov. 16 
and Wednesday, Nov. 29, 3-5 p.m. in front 
of the Faculty Media Center at the Greenblatt 
Library. No registration is required.

For information: Debra Arnold, ext. 
1- 3196

Compliance month
November is Training and 

Compliance Awareness Month. Any 
HIPAA training required for calendar 
year 2006 must be completed 
this month. 

For more information: Kimberly 
Templeton, ext. 1-2661

Art at the Greenblatt
“Images from Nature,” a collection 

of photographs by Dr. Richard Martin, 
associate professor emeritus, is on 
display through November, along with 
paintings by Jack Roy of Columbia 
County. Library hours are Monday-
Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to midnight; Friday, 
7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.; and Sunday, 
noon to midnight.

New travel regulations
New statewide travel regulations 

address several key issues, including 
mileage, meal reimbursement and 
lodging guidelines.

To review the new regulations: www.
sao.georgia.gov

Open enrollment dates
Open enrollment for MCG employee 

benefits is Nov. 13 to Dec. 1. Employees 
may change their plans or sign up for 
benefits during this time. Packets will 
be sent to campus addresses for active 
employees and to retirees at their home 
addresses. Premiums will change, but 
only minimal changes in some plans 
are anticipated.

For more information: Benefits, 
ext. 1-3770.

Sports-injury clinic
A sports-injury clinic will be held 

Saturday, Nov. 11 at 9 a.m. at the MCG 
Sports Medicine Center for athletes 
injured in Friday practices or games. 
The walk-in clinic is operated by board-
certified and fellowship-trained sports 
medicine physicians. 

Retirees’ luncheon
The MCG Retirees Association will 

have a luncheon meeting Tuesday, 
Dec. 12 at 11:30 at The Clubhouse, 
1285 Broad St. The Davidson Fine Arts 
School Chorus will perform.

Beeper deadline
For the Nov. 23 edition, deadline 

is Nov. 15 at noon. For the Dec. 7 
edition, deadline is Nov. 29. Send 
announcements or story ideas to 
beeper@mcg.edu or contact Beeper 
Editor Sharron Walls at ext. 1- 4410, 
swalls@mcg.edu or FI-1042 (campus 
mail).

MCG news may also be submitted 
to the MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing 
NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu and the 
Campus Events Calendar at www.
calendar.mcg.edu.
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1698 Knox Ave
North Augusta, SC

803-278-0175
(across from Zaxby’s)
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Call in a specialist
for your real estate needs!

“I can work with any budget and 
find a home that works for you!”

Phyllis Suggs
Office: 706-863-8218
Cell: 706-306-8975
psuggs@meybohm.com
Licensed in GA & SC
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4.50
06/01/16 @ 100.00

Georgia

06/01/16 @ 100.00

06/01/37

06/01/16

Jarrett E. Hindew
Investment Representative
2816 Washington Rd Suite 102
Augusta, GA 30909
Bus. 706-738-2983
Toll-Free. 888-738-6929
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by Cassie Boggs

Cassie Boggs, a fourth-year 
medical student, shares her 
personal perspective on medical 
school in this column, appearing 
periodically during the 
academic year.

As my third year of medical 
school progressed and I completed 
more of my core rotations, I 
learned to have more confidence 
in my knowledge. But I wasn’t 
thrilled when my OB/GYN 
rotation started. I dreaded having 
to do pelvic exams and Pap 
smears and was scared to death 
of making a mistake during a 
delivery. To add to my fears, I 
was assigned to my hometown 
of LaGrange, Ga. What if I had 
to perform a pelvic on someone 
I knew?

The first morning went well. I 
had my own desk and computer 
(a rarity for a medical student) 
and spent the morning in clinic. 
Someone mentioned in passing 
that our practice had a woman 
in labor at the hospital. “Great,” 
I thought, “Maybe I’ll see a baby 
born today!”

My first patient was a routine 
OB early in her pregnancy, so 
all we had to do was measure 
Mom’s growing belly from pubic 
symphysis (the front edge of the 
“bowl” made by the pelvis) to 
where the uterus ends (after 20 
weeks of pregnancy, somewhere 
between the umbilicus and the 
breasts), listen for the baby’s 
heartbeat with the Doppler and 
ask Mom a few questions.

There were many more such 
routine visits, and just as I was 
starting to feel comfortable in my 
role as “doctor,” I walked into an 
exam room where my fear was 
realized – there was someone I 
knew from high school! I faltered 
with awkwardness. I could not 
remember what to do, what to 
ask. But she was preoccupied 
with her baby, having “bumped 
her belly” in a minor car accident. 
As my attending took over the 
interview and exam, reassuring 
her the baby was fine, we got 
to catch up a bit. My first fiasco 
in OB/GYN was successfully 
avoided.

As the day drew to a close, 
I was thrilled to find out I’d 
be going to the hospital for a 
delivery. I grabbed my white coat, 
jumped into the car and quickly 
drove the half mile to the hospital, 
where I sprinted up the stairs to 
labor and delivery and had my 
scrubs on before my attending 
arrived. He asked me if I was 

ready to deliver a baby.
Me? On my first day? I was 

ready to watch, not catch.
I knew everything in the book 

about delivery – the cardinal 
movements of the infant, how 
to deliver the baby’s shoulders 
– I had memorized all of that the 
night before. I was ready to recite 
pages and pages of the textbook, 
but an actual delivery?

Suited up in a sterile scrub 
gown, gloves and knee-high 
booties, I sheepishly stepped 
to the foot of the bed with my 
attending at my shoulder. With 
the nurses urging the mother to 
push, I soon saw the top of the 
baby’s head. At that moment, my 
brain began a mantra, “Don’t drop 
the baby, don’t drop the baby,” 
and I went on autopilot.

My attending later told me I did 
a great job, but I don’t recall many 
details. Seeing the baby’s head 
outside the mother; how difficult 
it was to get the shoulders through 
Mom’s pelvis; clamping and 
cutting the umbilical cord. Most 
of all, I remember the constant 
refrain in my head, “Don’t drop 
the baby, don’t drop the baby.”

Afterward, driving home, it 
hit me – I was the first person to 
touch that baby girl! I could not 
wait until my next delivery!

The rest of my six weeks in 
LaGrange flew by. I performed 
innumerable pelvic exams and 
delivered many more babies. 
I even saw some complicated 
deliveries that brought back that 
tinge of fear, but during one of 
them, I realized I was no longer 
afraid for myself, no longer cared 
if I looked stupid in front of a 
patient or my attending. All the 
fear was for my patients. I wanted 
them all to have uncomplicated 
deliveries and healthy, beautiful 
babies. Happily, all of my (yes, 
my) babies went home just that 
way.

And I didn’t drop a one of 
them.

Marathon of Medicine
Part 4 – Don’t drop the baby

Cassie Boggs

bioinformatics, but it was quickly 
determined both were needed.

“The centers bring to the 
general scientific community a 
low-cost way of doing a variety 
of metabolic assays on mice that 
would be cost-prohibitive to 
set up in your local lab,” 
Dr. McIndoe said.

The University of Cincinnati, 
Vanderbilt University and the 
University of Washington have 
been designated as Mouse 
Metabolic Phenotyping Centers. 
MCG’s Coordinating and 
Bioinformatics Unit is soliciting 
additional centers, which will be 
funded through a subcontract 
with MCG.

The Animal Models of Diabetic 
Complications Consortium and 
the Mouse Metabolic Phenotyping 
Centers will continue to function 
autonomously. But Dr. McIndoe 
has gutted the infrastructure 
he created for the consortium 
to accommodate the workings 
of both. “The face of it will be 
individual, but the underlying 
software architecturally works 
together.”

“Dr. McIndoe’s work 
will speed the process 
of understanding the 
complex interplay 
between genetic and 
environmental factors 
in the development 
of human diseases 
such as diabetes 
and cardiovascular 
diseases,” said Vice 
President for Research 
Dr. Frank Treiber, “by 
enabling investigators 
across the nation 
to collaborate more 
efficiently.”

“This award will 
greatly strengthen our 
external competitiveness 
for other center grants,” 
said School of Medicine 
Dean D. Douglas Miller. 
“It also will help our 
internal planning efforts 
in the area of data 
coordination for clinical 
translational research.”

Dr. McIndoe also is the local 
director of informatics for two 
major newborn screening studies 

for type 1 diabetes and co-
principal investigator on studies 
looking for biomarkers for 
type 1 diabetes.

McINDOE...from page 1

P
hi

l J
on

es
 p

ho
to



beeper4 Thursday, Novemner 9, 2006

FIND THE 
HIDDEN NAME!

WIN STUFF
(If it's your name)

R099343•BP110906

by Kim Miller

It’s been several years, but 
MCG nursing student Erica 
Tindall remembers the misery of 
the flu. 

“You can’t do anything, 
anything at all,” she said. “It’s 
draining. You can’t go anywhere 
because you’re contagious. You 
have to wait around until 
it passes.”

Ms. Tindall was among 
40 MCG nursing students 
administering flu shots to 450 
Augusta-Richmond County 
employees at the Municipal 
Building Nov. 1. A partnership 
between MCG and the local 
government, now in its ninth 
year, allows students to fulfill 
a clinical requirement by 
providing immunizations. 

“The flu season typically 
begins in November and ends 
in May,” said Laura Arthur, 
instructor in the MCG Department 
of Biobehavioral Nursing. “Since 
the flu shot takes two weeks to 
become effective, October and 
November are the best times to 
get it, but you can really get it at 

any time during the flu season.”
The flu is an acute respiratory 

infection that causes fever, 
headache, muscle ache, cough, 
nasal congestion and sore throat, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
For those with weakened immune 
systems, such as the very 
young and very old, the flu and 
its complications can be 
life-threatening. 

“Students get lots of great 
experience interacting with 
patients, doing the vital signs 
and actually giving the shots,” 
said Ms. Arthur. “The repetition 
is fantastic for them and the 
employees get their flu shot. It’s 
a win-win situation.”

The CDC recommends an 
annual flu vaccination for at-risk 
populations such as individuals 
age 65 or older, children 6 
to 23 months old, pregnant 
women, health care workers, 
the chronically ill and those 
living with or caring for children 
younger than 6 months old. Since 
the flu virus changes from year to 
year, the vaccine must be updated 
for the most current strain. 

Richmond County employee Philip Catalano grins and bears it 
as MCG nursing student Courtney Butler administers his 
flu shot

Nursing students 
provide immunizations 
for county employees
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Bake cake following the instructions listed on 

the box. Wash and cut fruits to desired chunks. 

Empty package of Philadelphia cream cheese 

and jar of Jet Puff marshmallow cream into a 

medium or large metal bowl. Mix with hand 

blender on low speed until it is creamy.

After cake has cooled, layer dish with cake, 

fruit, cream.  Repeat until dish is full. Garnish 

optionally with graham cracker crumbs and 

fruit. Serve cool for maximum goodness taste.

Fruit Goodness

You could win FREE FOOD, too. Submit your 
recipe to the Beeper! recipes@mcgbeeper.com

Lunch for 4 provided by

Chakira Brown wins lunch for herself and three 
co-workers courtesy of 2go-Box Delivery!

1 package Philadelphia cream 

cheese (softened).

1 13 oz jar of Jet Puff 

marshmallow cream.

2 containers of 2 (or more) 

different fruits of your choice

1 box of butter cake (brand of 

your choice).

Ingredients: Directions:

Recipe Contest
Winner

R100057•BP110906

Framed Art • Prints • Posters
High Quality Artwork

Art Factory Parking Lot
1510 Johns Road

For more information call: 706-589-0127

November 18 • 7am-1pm

(just off Wrightsboro near St. Josephs)
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by Sharron Walls

Honesty, respect, integrity. 
These three characteristics are 
vital to everyone at MCG, MCGHI 
and PPG. Because what we do 
is so important to so many, it 
is essential to make our work 
environment safe and productive 
for all. This is where you can 
assist; it’s your call.

The MCG Compliance Hotline 
allows anyone in the MCG 
community, including employees, 
vendors, contractors, patients 
and visitors, to report illegal, 
unethical or noncompliant 
behavior anonymously. A 
third-party provider, Global 
Compliance, has been contracted 
to supply professional hotline 
services, ensuring 
confidentiality 
and neutrality. 
Calls may 

be taken 24 hours a day by 
interviewers trained to handle 
sensitive information reliably 
and discreetly. Callers need never 
give their name, and no tracking 
methods are used. It is possible, 
however, to have a continuing 
dialogue, if necessary or desired, 
by way of a password, enabling 
the person to call back with 
additional information while 
remaining anonymous. 

When calling, be prepared 
to provide basic information: a 
description of the concern, who 
is involved, and when and where 
the incident took place. 

 The Compliance Hotline is 
completely confidential, but the 
caller has the option to share 
his or her name and contact 
information.

Optimizing the work 
environment allows MCG to 
foster the best atmosphere to 
fulfill our mission of improving 
health and reducing the burden 
of illness in society. Theft, 
discrimination, safety, fraud, 
privacy, security, accounting 
irregularities and noncompliance 
of research protocol are serious 
matters. These and other 
activities that breach legal and 
ethical boundaries should be 
reported to the MCG Compliance 
Hotline at 1-800-576-6623. It’s 
your call.

Compliance hotline here 
for you…it’s your call

by Sharron Walls

November is Training 
and Compliance Awareness 
Month at MCG, with several 
campuswide requirements to be 
met and individual departments 
participating as well.

All employees should have their 
five-part online HIPAA training 
completed and ethics policy 
and confidentiality statement 
acknowledgement forms returned 
to Human Resources by Nov. 30.

MCG employees are accountable 
for these annual requirements. 
To check your online learning 
status and access and complete 
any remaining HIPAA lessons, go 
to www.educode.com/mcg and 
follow the sign-in instructions. 
Allow approximately 10 minutes 
per test. Contact the Office of 
Institutional Audit and Compliance 
at ext. 1-2661 if you have trouble 
logging in. Employees without 
ready access may use computers in 

the Greenblatt Library or Human 
Resources training room.

To print the ethics policy 
and confidentiality statement 
acknowledgement forms, visit 
www.mcg.edu/Policies/9001.
html and www.mcg.edu/hr/
MCGConfidentStatement_02-2006.
pdf, respectively. Review, sign and 
return to HR by fax, ext. 1-1996, 
or campus mail, HR Records, 
HS-1121H.

These tasks are either federal 
or MCG requirements that apply 
to all workforce members, said 
Christine Adams, compliance 
and privacy coordinator in the 
Office of Institutional Audit and 
Compliance, adding that their goal 
is 100 percent compliance by 
Nov. 30.

A manager’s refresher course 
has been developed by Human 
Resources for managerial 
employees who may need to 
review policies and procedures. 
“It’s been shown that regular 

training for managers helps ensure 
fairness and consistency in the 
workplace and minimizes risk to 
organizations,” said Susan Norton, 
director of human resources. 
Managers expected to participate 
in phase one of the course will 
receive a separate communication 
from HR’s Training and Education 
Section with the link to this 
online training.

 Every three years, employees 
in the Office of Human Research 
Protection meet certain training 
requirements. Employees affected 
this year will be notified.

Training related to the Identity 
Protection Initiative is expected to 
be available next November.

All departments with annual 
training requirements are 
encouraged to adopt November 
as Training and Compliance 
Awareness Month. For information 
on joining this coordinated 
effort, contact Debra Arnold at 
ext. 1-3196.

Training and 
compliance 

month under way
Don’t forget HIPAA
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by Toni Baker

The cornea stays clear by 
expressing a soluble form of 
a receptor that traps factors 
enabling growth of vision-
obstructing blood vessels, 
researchers say.

When sflt-1, a free-floating 
receptor for vascular endothelial 
growth factor A, is eliminated, 
vision-obstructing blood vessels 
start growing, reported teams of 
researchers led by MCG and the 
University of Kentucky in the 
Oct. 26 issue of Nature.

“Sflt-1 is a handcuff, 
essentially,” says Dr. Balamurali 
K. Ambati, corneal specialist at 
MCG and the Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center in Augusta and 
the study’s first author. Using 
multiple approaches to unlock 
those cuffs, from neutralizing 
antibodies to gene ablation, 
mice corneas consistently 
developed blood vessels.

“The standard paradigm has 
been the cornea is avascular 
because it has lots of anti-
angiogenic 
molecules. 
And it does,” 
he says. “But 
knockdown of 
the others does 
not cause blood 
vessels to enter 
the cornea.”

Flt-1’s 
role as VEGF 
receptor has 
been known; it 
is abundant on 
cell membranes 
of blood vessel 
walls where it 
helps initiate 
blood vessel 
growth. In 
fact, its soluble 
form has been 
studied for anti-
tumor potential.

However, 
its newfound 
critical role in 
corneal clarity 
suggests its use 
in eliminating 

unwanted blood vessels in 
the cornea caused by injury, 
macular degeneration and 
diabetic retinopathy.

“If we understand what keeps 
the cornea avascular in the 
first place, that will hopefully 
help us restore it when that is 
breached,” Dr. Ambati says.

The finding also opens a 
Pandora’s box because the 
avascular tissue is typically used 
to study drugs that stop dangerous 
new blood vessel growth that can 
occur with cancer, diabetes and 
macular degeneration.

“The cornea is a logical 
place to study these drugs 
because you don’t have to 
wonder which blood vessels are 
abnormal: they all are,” says Dr. 
Ambati. “But the finding that 
sflt-1 is responsible for corneal 
avascularity has implications 
for the relevance of these tests 
because we would want to know 
if a candidate drug is really 
working or working through sflt-1 
is preventing angiogenesis.”

Receptor that 
enables clear 
corneas is identified

Research Roundup
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Dr. Balamurali Ambati

 beeper@mcg.edu 

by Toni Baker

If you’ve ever wondered how 
you recognize your mother’s voice 
without seeing her face or how 
you discern your cell phone’s ring 
in a crowded room, researchers 
may have a piece of the answer.

Their work indicates 
associations with positive sounds 
cause significant changes in the 
sensory cortex, the part of the 
brain that responds to sound.

“When something starts 
to predict a good outcome, 
the sensory part of the brain 
that responds to those events 

starts to respond more 
strongly, making it easier 
for the brain to cause a 
behavioral response,” says 
Dr. David T. Blake, MCG 
neuroscientist and lead 
author on a study in the 
Oct. 19 issue of Neuron.

By monitoring the 
action potentials of about 
a dozen key neurons in 
monkeys, researchers 
found neuronal 
responsiveness increases 
dramatically after just a 
few training sessions.

Sound-reward connection 
changes brain
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Dr. David T. BlakeSee Blake page 7

See Ambati page 15
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Rebate
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Debbie Bourne
Licensed in GA and SC

Vice President, ABR, CSP, GRI, CRS

Blanchard & Calhoun Real Estate
706.284.8991 Mobile 706.863.8953 Office

dbourne@blanchardandcalhoun.com
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LIVE ON THE RIVER! Less than 2 
miles from MCG this 2 BR, 2.5 BA riverfront 
home is a true getaway after a day at the 
office. With multiple decks overlooking the 
Savannah River, a quiet hot tub in a screened 
patio, and a covered boat dock, relaxing 
will be easy. Top of the line appliances and 
upgrades throughout. Priced at $389,000

BEAUTIFUL BRICK HOME IN COLUMBIA COUNTY
This home has 3 BR plus a large Bonus Room, 2.5 BA w/ apx 2500 

SF situated beautifully on a corner lot. Features include an open floor 
plan, 18 foot Foyer & Great Room, large Owner’s Suite on main level, 

hardwood floors & privacy fenced yard. Priced at $234,500

These neuronal fireworks were 
short-lived, replaced by brain 
rewiring that shows the animal 
has learned, Dr. Blake says. In the 
few monkeys that initially didn’t 
make the connection that a change 
in pitch in a series of sounds 
meant they were getting a reward, 
no brain changes occurred.

“The same processes 
happen to people as we learn, 
especially in the area of sensory 
discrimination,” Dr. Blake says. 
“We learn how to tell people’s 
faces apart, we learn how to 
distinguish different words, we 
can identify different speakers 
by the tenor and tone of their 
voice. We are studying how the 
brain changes as part of sensory 
discrimination learning.”

The findings have wide 
implications for learning, 

including improved treatment for 
language impairments. California-
based Scientific Learning, a 
neuroscience company that grew 
out of the University of California, 
San Francisco, already is using 
advances in behavioral science to 
develop computer programs that 
dramatically improve the reading 
skills of dyslexic children. Another 
San Francisco-based neuroscience 
company, Posit Science, is 
exploring its potential in age-
related cognitive decline.

In work published in 2002 in 
the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, Dr. Blake 
first taught monkeys that when 
they leaned forward to break an 
infrared beam, a series of sounds 
would begin. “If they leaned 
back after a change in the sound 
series, they got a reward,” he 

says. “When they do this, the 
response of their neurons to those 
sounds triples in the first two days 
after they learn that very simple 
behavior.”

The new study indicates the 
monkeys just have to make the 
connection between the sound 
change and reward for brain 
changes to occur and that at least 
some of them don’t have to move 
a muscle to make that happen.

“It’s an important 
computational point because there 
is a lot of interest right now in 
the brain’s ability to backtrack 
in time from rewards to find out 
the earliest thing that predicts 
that reward. When the monkey 
identifies the sound change as the 
cue it’s supposed to respond to to 
get rewarded, learning and brain 
changes happen.”

BLAKE...from page 6

This Ad Space Available!
As Low As $45

Call 803-644-2371.
or email

ads@mcgbeeper.com

by Jennifer Hilliard

Regulating a hormone 
abundant in women approaching 
menopause could offer 
alternatives for hormone 
replacement therapy, MCG 
researchers say.

Follicle-stimulating hormone, 
released by the 
pituitary gland, 
is involved in 
controlling the 
menstrual cycle 
and the production 
of eggs by the 
ovaries. Researchers 
want to know 
if the hormone, 
which peaks after 
menopause, may 
also play a role in 
an inflammatory 
process that leads to 
bone loss and blood 
vessel damage.

The possible 
health effects 
of such high 
concentrations have 
not received much 
attention, says Dr. 
Joseph Cannon, associate dean for 
research and Kellett Chair in the 
School of Allied Health Sciences.

To identify implications of high 
levels of FSH, Dr. Cannon and an 
interdisciplinary research team 
are studying the effect of FSH on 
white blood cells with a $340,000 
two-year grant from the National 
Institutes of Health.

“It is thought that during 
menopause, estrogen is no longer 
present in sufficient amounts to 
inhibit the production of proteins 
produced by white blood cells, 
known as cytokines,” he says. 

“Cytokines are like the hormones 
of the immune system – the 
signals that white blood cells use 
to communicate with each other.”

Cytokines such as interleukin-1, 
interleukin-6 and tumor necrosis 
factor are important for directing 
the destructive power of the 
immune system against infectious 

microorganisms. However, 
produced in excessive amounts or 
at inappropriate times, they may 
direct white blood cells to damage 
the function and structure of 
blood vessels and bones, leading 
to problems 
such as osteoporosis and 
cardiovascular disease.

To determine if FSH has a role 
in this misdirection, Dr. Cannon 
and his team will study 48 women 
ages 40-50 – the age when most 
are approaching menopause – and 
48 women ages 20-30.

Previously published work 

by Dr. Cannon and colleagues 
indicated that when white blood 
cells were isolated and incubated 
with FSH, the cells produced 
more interleukin-1. This research 
will determine if the naturally 
high levels of FSH reached in 
peri-menopausal women have 
the same effect on the production 

of interleukin-1 and 
other cytokines.

Studies have also 
found that levels of 
free interleukin-6 
and tumor necrosis 
factor receptors in 
the blood of post-
menopausal women 
were inversely 
related to their FSH 
levels.

“This might mean 
that FSH causes 
white blood cells to 
retain more receptors 
on their surface 
and, therefore, 
they remain more 
sensitive to the 
cytokines,” Dr. 
Cannon says. “Our 
current research will 

actually measure the receptor 
numbers on the white blood 
cells.”

To determine the clinical 
significance of any observed 
differences in FSH, cytokines and 
cytokine receptors, the circulating 
levels will be compared with each 
woman’s bone density – measured 
by a low-energy X-ray technique, 
and with her vascular health 
– measured by ultrasound and 
other non-invasive methods.

New therapies could be aimed 

Study may offer HRT alternative

 Dr. Joe Cannon (third from right) with research team
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See HRT page 15
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The MCG School of Nursing 
at Athens took top honors 
at the Georgia Association 
of Nursing Students Annual 
State Convention Oct. 12-14 
in Columbus, winning six 
awards, including Chapter of 
the Year.

The Athens campus brought 
home two other top prizes as 
well: Sonya Willard, a senior, 
was named GANS Member 
of the Year, and Assistant 
Professor Eileen Leaphart was 
chosen Advisor of the Year. 
The chapter also collected the 

Breakthrough to Nursing and 
Best Scrapbook Awards, and 
received community service 
recognition for their donations 
to Hurricane Katrina 
relief efforts.

Three students were elected 
to the state board. Junior 
Kate Simpson will serve as 
second vice president, junior 
Caitlyn Abernathy becomes 
the East District director and 
senior Sonya Willard serves as 
chair of the Nominations and 
Elections Committee and NEC 
East representative.

The chapter’s resolution, 
“Reducing the incidence 
of diabetes through early 
screenings and education on 
childhood obesity’s affiliation 
with the disease,” was passed 
by the House of Delegates. 
Ms. Leaphart discussed 
postpartum depression and 
Robin F. Johns, assistant 
professor and coordinator 
of the School of Nursing at 
Athens, gave presentations 
on 12-lead ECG interpretation 
and career development. 

Sonya Willard (front row to back, left to right), Carol Marsden, 
Brandi Hall, Hailey Campbell; Back row: Laurence (Ed) Hensley, 
Caitlin Abernathy, Katherine Simpson, Anna Tupko, Elizabeth 
Johns 

SONAT shines at state convention

Photographs by Dr. Richard Martin, 
associate professor emeritus, are 
on display at the Greenblatt Library 
through November. Dr. Martin began 
his MCG career in 1972 as an assistant 
professor of humanities and taught 
medical ethics and law until his 
retirement in 2000. Since then he 
has turned his lifelong interest in the 
natural world and photography into a 
new profession. The exhibit, “Images 
from Nature,” includes scenes from 
Alaska, north Georgia and local vistas.

An exhibit of impressionistic and 
surrealistic paintings by Jack Roy of 
Columbia County continues on the 
library’s second floor.

Art at the Greenblatt
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by Sharron Walls

The threat of rain did 
nothing to dampen MCG’s 
first Employee Awareness Fair, 
just moved it inside. Nearly 
350 employees dropped by 
the Student Center Oct. 26, 
where they learned how their 
gifts to the State Charitable 
Contributions Program help 
our community and about the 
benefits and services available 
to them as MCG employees. 

The festive atmosphere came 
complete with balloons, door 
prizes, Fat Man’s lunch specials 
and a noon performance by the 
MCG Chorus. 

“I’ve been here 11 years and 
we’ve never had anything like 
this,” said Christine McKlintock, 
with student health. Debbie 
Looney, SCCP coordinator, 
said the fair may become an 
annual event.

Karen LaFontaine with the 
Employee-Faculty Assistance 
Program manned a table that 
ran out of giveaways halfway 
through the event. “This fair 
has stirred up interest in our 
program,” she said. “A lot of 
people had misconceptions 
of what employee assistance 
means. This gave us a chance 
to reach more employees with 
what we have to offer them.” 

Representatives were on hand 
from Auxiliary Services, the 
Employee Advisory Council, 
Human Resources Training and 
Education, ITSS, Health Center 
Credit Union, the Child Care 
Referral Agency, the Patient 
Family Care Center, Greenblatt 
Library, the Arts Council, the 
Wellness Center, Physicians 
Practice Group, the campus 
chapter of the Sertoma Club, the 
School of Dentistry, Team MCG, 

and the Office of Affirmative 
Action and Equal Employment 
Opportunity. Many said it was 
the first time some employees 
were aware of them. 

Employees also got a closer 
look at where their donations 
to SCCP go, with exhibits 
from charitable organizations 
including the American Red 
Cross, Fireside Ministries, Rape 
Crisis Center, Salvation Army, 
Senior Citizens Council, St. 
Stephens Ministry, Communities 
in Schools and Family 
Connection. 

Representatives from these 
United Way of the CSRA 
agencies were also enthusiastic 
in their assessment of the 
day’s activities. Ron Schoeffler, 
executive director of the Senior 
Citizens Council, praised the 
fair for its high level of energy 
and steady stream of traffic. 
“It’s terrific,” he said. “Very 
encouraging; a great way for 
exhibitors to get the word out 
about their programs.” Phin 
Hitchcock of Fireside Ministries 
called the fair “one of the best 
organized functions we’ve 
been to.”

Fair visitors also learned 
about discounts available 
from off-campus merchants 
through the Employee Discount 
Program, including several 
new vendors: DISH Network, 
the National Science Center’s 
Fort Discovery in Augusta, 
Riverbanks Zoo in Columbia, 
S.C., Liberty Mutual Group, 
ACLens.com and the Battery 
Clinic. More discounts are 
available through Team 
Georgia Connection. For more 
details, contact Debbie Looney, 
employee services coordinator, 
at ext. 1-0343.

MCG Fair raises 
awareness two ways

MCG Chorus performs at the Employee Awareness Fair
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The annual black-tie President’s Dinner took place 
Nov. 4 at the Augusta Marriott Hotel and Suites. The 
event honors members of the President’s Club for 
going the extra mile to help MCG meet its mission 
to improve health and reduce the burden of illness 
in society. (Phil Jones Photos)

A gala event
 “An evening in your honor” 

The audience applauds as Dr. Schnuck is announced the Vessel of Life Award recipient

2005 Vessel of Life Award recipient Dr. Lois Ellison 
congratulates this year’s winner, Dr. Lloyd B. 
Schnuck Jr.

Guests enjoy 
the reception 
before dinner

President Daniel W. Rahn chats with Dr. and Mrs. J. Harold Harrison
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Herman Munster, aka Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services Mike Miller, 
makes his way to the front of the Large Auditorium to emcee “A Howling Halloween.” 
The Oct. 31 show, presented by the MCG Arts Council and the School of Medicine, 
kicked off the 2006-07 Tuesday Noon Performing Live concert series. Performers 
included vocalist Mary Harris (bottom right corner). Performers included dancer 
Kandace Dutton with Frank Rodriquez (top right) and vocalist Mary Harris.

MCG performs Live!
Phil Jones photo

Dr. Emile Fisher (from left) enjoys the President’s Club reception with 
School of Dentistry Dean Connie Drisko and Dr. Cecil Whitaker

School of Nursing Dean Lucy Marion greets guests 
before dinner

Dr. Cecil F. 
Whitaker 
Jr., chair 
of the MCG 
Foundation 
Board of 
Directors, 
thanks 
President’s 
Club members 
for investing in 
MCG’s future

School of 
Medicine 
students Jonas 
Vanags (from 
left), Matthew 
Chetta, Justin 
Vining and 
David LaVine 
perform during 
dinner
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Famous Dave’s

Shangri La

T.G.I. Friday’s

Yo Pizza

Barberitos

& many more

Call (706) 364-4460 to order
& request a menu guide.

w w w . 2 g o - b o x . c o m

DELIVERED MEALS FROM
GREAT RESTAURANTS

Save Your Parking Spot! Save Your Gas!

Beeper Recipe Contest!
If you’ve got a great recipe to share, you could 
win a free lunch for yourself and three others — 
delivered right to your waiting plates!  Who says 
there’s no free lunch? What are you waiting for?  
E-mail your favorite recipe to 
recipes@mcgbeeper.com today!

RECIPES

SPONSORED BY:

w w w . 2 g o - b o x . c o m
( 7 0 6 )  3 6 4 - 4 4 6 0

SEE THIS ISSUE’S WINNING RECIPE ON PAGE 3!

SUDOKU

Where in the MCG world is this contest?
How well do you know your campus? 

Play on page 8!

ACROSS
  1.Location of the supinator
  4.Feeding tube placement surgery, for short
  7.Acetabulum’s place
10.Pre-__
11.Vitamin bottle letters
12.Epiglottitis or pharyngitis, familiarly
13.Part of the pelvis
15.Incensed
16.Cut out
18.Old map abbr.
21.Catch
24.St. Elizabeth Ann __; 1st U.S.-born saint
26.Hog’s comment
27.Heart chamber
29.“¿Cómo __ Ud.?”
30.Artery’s innermost layer
32.Ebay verb
34.Depriving of the use of a limb
38.Equal: pref.
39.Paramedic, for short
40.Contented sound
41.Anthem preposition
42.“Shoo!” hillbilly-style
43.Wrap up
   

DOWN
  1.Heart attack, for short
  2.One assigned to a hosp.
  3.406 years ago
  4.Grand __
  5.Draw out
  6.Nevada’s major industry
  7.Longest bone of the upper extremity
  8.Old-age security: abbr.
  9.Female organ infection, for short
14.Addictive form of morphine
17.Flow forth in abundance
18.UN member
19.Treat a fracture
20.Laryngomalacia symptom
22.Colony member
23.School org.
25.Cappuccino spice
28.Dolphins’ home
31.Item for Brian McCann
32.Short life sketch
33.Suffix for treat or expert
35.Recommendation for a sore muscle
36.Prefix for steroidal or hemorrhagic
37.Creator
   

5
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• Premium Replacement Windows
• Premium Vinyl Siding
• Patio/Screen Rooms

• No-Clog Gutters
FREE Walmart Gift Card with 
All FREE In-Home Estimates!
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veritas

VOTED “BEST CAR WASH” BY READERS OF AUGUSTA MAGAZINE!

$4.00 AUTOMATIC WASH & FREE VACUUMS
“A New Concept in FAST Car Washing”

2841 Washington Road (next to Red Lobster)
HOURS: Mon-Sat: 8-8; Sun: 11-6

Oil change and lube featuring
quality Valvoline products.
(at Evans & Express locations only.)

Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30-5:30

Sun: Noon-5:00

Across From Evans Cinemas

706-868-1450

EVANS

MARTINEZ

DOWNTOWN

AUGUSTA MALL

Across From West Towne

706-868-1550

Next to Johnson Motor Co.

706-722-4109 (Closed Sun.)

Across From the mall

706-738-1300

ANY PACKAGE WASH

$200 Off
Deluxe Wash or Higher

NOT VALID WITH ANY
OTHER SPECIAL OR OFFER

 HAND WAX
$45Includes Full Services

Wash, Tire Shine, Air
Freshener & Hand Wax

MOST VEHICLES. NOT VALID
WITH ANY OTHER SPECIAL 

OR OFFER. 
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3- Minute Car Wash & Quick Lube

Home Of The World Famous 

 $15.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. Downtown Augusta
         706-722-4653Since 1930 
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by Jennifer Hilliard

Dr. Chandra Kunavarapu, 
a heart failure and 
transplant specialist who 
recently completed an adult 
cardiovascular fellowship at the 
State University of New York, 
has joined MCG as an assistant 
professor of cardiology.

Dr. Kunavarapu will help 
MCG develop a cardiac 
transplant program. He has 
already established an inpatient 
advanced heart failure service, 
which includes two half-day 
clinics each week.

Dr. Kunavarapu has 
developed a comprehensive 
transplant evaluation program 
that includes cardiopulmonary 
stress testing, biopsy and right 
heart catheterization to detect 
abnormal blood flow. The 
primary goal of any heart failure 
service, he says, is to improve 
quality of care and quality 
of life. He plans to focus on 
targeted early care, state-of-the-
art treatments of advanced heart 
failure and avoidance of repeat 
hospital admissions.

“The objective of this 
focused level of care is to 
identify patients with advanced 
weakening of the heart muscle 
at an early stage,” he says. 
“Once the appropriate risks 
have been identified, care 
can be tailored to that level of 
disease. Recent technological 
developments like left 

ventricular assist devices 
and biventricular pacing are 
becoming viable options for 
patients who, before, had 
only medications to manage a 
complex disease process.”

Dr. Kunavarapu’s 
research interests include 
pharmocogenomics to target 
drugs based on a genetic 
profile. “The underlying 
pathophysiology of heart failure 
involves the over-expression 
of molecules that are toxic to 
the heart and circulation,” he 
says. “The primary treatments 
are beta blockers and drugs 
that inhibit the production of 
angiotensin, a part of the blood 
that can constrict vessels and 
increase blood pressure.

“However, recent research 
has found that there may be 
a different response to those 
treatments in different ethnic 
groups, due to a genetic 
mutation in the pathways. 
This suggests that genetic 
information could predict which 
types and doses of medications 
would be most effective for 
heart failure patients. I think 
that in the future genotyping 
will be a routine lab test to 
guide treatment of heart failure 
patients.”

Dr. Kunavarapu also studies 
Doppler echocardiography, a 
technique to chart how blood 
moves within the cardiovascular 
system.

“Close attention to blood 

flow changes in the heart can 
give us a rough estimate of 
pressure inside the heart,” he 
says. “That information can be 
used to better guide day-to-day 
treatment.”

Dr. Kunavarapu completed 
a heart failure and transplant 
fellowship at Columbia 
University and New York 
Presbyterian Hospital. He is a 
graduate of Sidartha Medical 
College in Vijayawada, India, 
and completed an internal 
medicine residency at Interfaith 
Medical Center in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., including a year as chief 
medical resident, as well as a 
cardiology research fellowship at 
Columbia University.

His clinical interests include 
cardiomyopathy, valvular 
heart disease and pulmonary 
hypertension.

Heart failure and transplant 
specialist joins MCG

Dr. Kunavarapu

Health

Benefits

Concierge

Center

724-2911
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Learn more about the state of the art products and services 
we can offer you.
   Lower extremity and upper extremity prosthetics using 
state of the art materials and components.
    Orthotic care for patients of all ages and disabilities

R
09

79
30

•
B

P
09

14
06

O P T I C I A N S
2 year warranty on all prescription eyewear

20% MCG discount
Contact lenses

Eye exams by independent doctors of optometry

SEE BETTER • LOOK BETTER • FEEL BETTER
John W. Anderson
1500 Johns Road

706-736-2020

Phil Harris
1571 Walton Way

706-737-2020  
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2015 Central Ave.   706-736-2880

Wednesdays 8:30pm

24 beers on draft, 
over 100 different bottled beers. 

Full range of liquor & wine.

Open Noon until 
beyond Midnight!

Mon.-Sat, Closed Sun.
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MCG and Zhejiang University in Hangzhou, China have signed a consortium agreement to exchange 
students, fostering collaborative research. Pictured at the Oct. 23 signing is Dr. Shigang Zhao (seated, left), 
dean of the Zhejiang School of Stomatology, and Dr. Connie Drisko, dean of the MCG School of Dentistry, and 
(standing from left): Drs. Zhiyuan Gu and Ziyi Cheng, Zhejiang associate deans; Dr. Carole Hanes, associate 
dean for students and admissions in the School of Dentistry; and Dr. George Schuster, Merritt Professor, 
associate dean for research and chair of the Department of Oral Biology and Maxillofacial Pathology.

MCG, Zhejiang to exchange students
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228 acres in beautiful Johnston, SC! 3 ponds and frontage on 2 creeks makes 
this land ideal for horses! This property is mostly open land, so BRING YOUR HORSES! Hunting is also 
going to be incredible on this property with so many deer and turkeys. Less than 1 mile from Johnston city 
limits-Beautiful drive from Johnston!

Lot 1 - 10 acres $80,000
Lot 2 - 22 acres (pond) $168,000
Lot 3 - 22 acres (creek, barn) $172,000
Lot 4 - 20 acres (pond) $150,000
Lot 5 - 20 acres (pond, creek) $150,000

Lot 6 - 44 acres (creek) $252,000
Lot 7 - 24 acres (pond, creek) $180,000
Lot 8 - 24 acres (creek) $180,000
Lot 9 - 42 acres (creek) $231,000

 Just 3 hours from Augusta. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to spend the holidays winter or summer vaca-
tions gazing out over the picturesque views? 4 lots in total available in the beautiful town of Sapphire.

Lot 11 C - 2.06 Acres - $245,000 Lot 11 D - 2.00 Acres - $245,000

HOME 
(UNDER CONSTRUCTION): This home is LOADED! 2 
acre wooded lot with breath-taking long range view 
of North Carolina mountains. 3 BR + hobby room, 
4.5 baths, 3 fireplaces, large porches & floor to ceil-
ing glass across back of home. 3180 heated sq ft, 
1688 sq ft of porches, 4868 total sq ft. $950,000

136.62 acres, 7 stocked ponds, 
three of which are stocked with catfish and four with bass/bream. Brick 
home 2000 sq ft. with 4 BR, 2 Ba w/ detached garage. This would make a 

great retreat site for churches, business, or families. The 
home is furnished and some equipment such as tractor, 
bush hog, sickle mower is included. With tract this size 
the possibilities are endless! $1,400,000. MLS #274341

Both of these lots have a directional view of West/ Southwest looking in to the gap of Bald Rock and Chimney Top Mountains. Lots 
10D & 10E together are 4.08 acres - $275 - Can be subdivided and sold separately for $150,000 each 39.51 +/- Acre tract: $2,000.00. All 
Lots are gradually sloping and easily build-able. Perfect for retirement, vacation and investments homes and those needing the cooler 
climates. The breathtaking scenery makes these mountain lots very desirable

GroupWise 7 upgrade previewsGroupWise 7 upgrade previews
Since May 2003, GroupWise 6.5 

has provided MCG with 
secure e-mail, calendaring, 

scheduling and instant 
messaging with 

industry-leading reliability.

MCG is now upgrading to 
GroupWise 7 to provide many 

significant enhancements 
for Windows, Mac, Linux and 

WebAccess clients.

Please attend one of the following 
preview demonstrations to 

learn more:
Thursday, Nov. 16 or 

Wednesday, Nov. 29, 3-5 p.m. 
in front of the Faculty Media 

Center at the Greenblatt Library

For complete project details and 
schedule, visit www.mcg.edu/gw7.

at regulating FSH levels to 
alleviate menopausal health 
problems without the risks 
implicated with steroid hormone 
replacement therapy.

Those can include a slightly 
increased risk of ovarian and 

breast cancer, increased breast 
density – making mammograms 
more difficult to read – and 
increased risk of heart attack 
and stroke.

HRT...from page 7

AMBATI...from page 6

No doubt sflt-1 is vigilant, 
keeping blood vessels at bay 
when the cornea’s oxygen is 
compromised by contact lenses 
or sleep. Since the cornea is 
avascular, it counts on air for 
oxygen, so any barrier, even an 
eyelid, could cause problems. 
Instead, researchers found levels 
of the VEGF-binder increase 
dramatically when oxygen 
availability drops.

As they pursue its clinical 
potential, researchers want 
to study the regulators that 
switch the gene from producing 
membrane-bound flt-1 to the 
roaming soluble form. “They have 
the same parent gene,” says Dr. 
Ambati. “Why sometimes does 
it make one and sometimes the 
other? What controls the switch is 
of great interest.”

READ
YOUR

BEEPER
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Make This Year The Piano Christmas!
TURNER’S keyboards

2358 Washington Rd.  
(706) 736-4479  www.turnerskeyboards.com
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Day & Evening Childcare Openings.

Weekend Care Available with
6 Child Minimum.

Insured • CPR Certified/Trained Staff

Call Shelia: 706-364-7840
740 Evans to Lock Rd • Evans

on 15th Street across from the MCG Annex

(706)724-3302

15th Street

Lunch Buffet!

11:00 - 1:30 Mon - Fri

All you care to eat:
• Pizza • Salad Bar
• Pasta • Breadsticks
• Cinnamon Sticks

AT A DELICIOUS PRICE:

$898
for 2 people!

$449
for one!

SPECIAL OFFER GOOD 
FOR A LIMITED TIME

DINING ROOM OPEN 11-10 FRI&SAT TIL 11

We Deliver!
Limited delivery area. $10 minimum order.

(706)724-3302

15th Street

Lunch Buffet!

11:00 - 1:30 Mon - Fri

$898
$449

We Deliver!

Offer expires in 30 days

Delivery areas and charges may vary.
 Delivery drivers carry no more than $20 cash.

Double Value Deal

$1999
One coupon per party per visit at participating 

locations. No duplication of toppings.2 Medium Pizzas Any Way You Want 
Them, Family Order of 
Breadsticks & 2-Liter Soft Drink
Pizzas are Up to 3-Toppings, Any Lovers Line or Supreme. 
Super Supreme $1 More per pizza. Two fountain drinks will be 
substituted for 2-Liter for Dine-in. Valid on Pan, Thin N’ Crispy 
and Hand-Tossed Style Pizza.
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All you care to eat:
• Pizza • Salad Bar
• Pasta • Breadsticks
• Cinnamon Sticks

DINING ROOM OPEN 11-10 FRI&SAT TIL 11
DELIVERY HOURS:

11-11 FRI&SAT 11 TIL 1AM

1011 Hampton Terrace • North Augusta

www.RossSnellings.com
David Burton 706-294-0431

Sand Hills Properties.

3032 Pine Needle • Own a Bit of History

www.RossSnellings.com
David Burton 706-294-0431

Sand Hills Properties.

Price Reduced!

NEWSMAKERS
Please send items for this column to FI-1042 or beeper@mcg.edu.

Dr. Peter Buckley, chair of 
the Department of Psychiatry 
and Health Behavior, will help 
review applications for a National 
Institutes of Health initiative 
to ensure adequate numbers of 
well-trained scientists working 
in biomedical, behavioral and 
clinical research.

The review follows a request 
for applications from the National 
Institute of Mental Health, 
the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse and the National Institute 
of Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke for renewal of Institutional 
Research Training Programs: 
Increasing Diversity, training 
grants supporting national or 
regional programs originally 
funded in 2002.

Dr. Buckley chairs the NIMH’s 
Schizophrenia, Elderly and 
Spectrum Disorders Review 
Committee. He has previously 
served on NIMH’s Schizophrenia 
Interventional Special Emphasis 
Panels, its Data Safety and 
Monitoring Board Subcommittee 
and the NIMH’s Loan Repayment 
Program Special Review Panel. 
Dr. Buckley is a member of the 
Scientific Council of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, 
the Steering Committee of the 
International Society for CNS 
(central nervous system) Drug 
Development’s Schizophrenia 
Initiative and the Board of 
Directors of the National 
Foundation for Mental Health. 
He is president-elect of the 
American Association of Chairs 
of Departments of Psychiatry.

He is an examiner for the 
American Board of Psychiatry 
and Neurology, an editor of the 
Journal of Dual Diagnosis, an 
editorial board member of five 
journals, including Psychiatric 
Times and Academic Psychiatry, 
an annual co-editor of the 
“Mosley Yearbook of Psychiatry” 
and a referee for more than 40 
journals.

Dr. Buckley came to MCG in 
2000 from Case Western Reserve 
University where he was vice 
chair of the Department of 
Psychiatry and medical director 

for the state psychiatric services 
in Cleveland. He earned his 
medical degree from Ireland’s 
University College Dublin School 
of Medicine. He completed 
internships at St. Vincent’s 
University Hospital in Dublin 
before completing a psychiatry 
residency and research fellowship 
at St. John of God Psychiatric 
Services in Dublin.

Dr. Quarles 
appointed chair of 
national committee

Dr. Shirley Quarles, associate 
professor of health environments 
and systems in the School of 
Nursing, has been appointed 
chair of the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs Advisory 
Committee on Women Veterans.

The 14-member committee 
assesses the needs of women 
veterans for VA programs 
including compensation, 
rehabilitation, outreach and 
health care, then makes 
improvement recommendations 
to the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs. Dr. Quarles will serve on 
the committee until 2008.

Dr. Quarles came to MCG 
in January from the Atlanta 
Research and Education 
Foundation at the Atlanta VA 
Medical Center, where she was 
director of the Women’s Health 
Research Initiatives Program. 
She also served as an affiliate 
professor at the Nell Hodgson 
Woodruff School of Nursing at 
Emory University. Previously, 
she was director of nursing for 
Student Health Services at the 
University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro.

A colonel in the U.S. Army 
Reserves, Dr. Quarles serves 
as the clinical consultant for 
the Third Medical Command 
based in Fort Gillem, Ga., where 
she oversees organization and 
training support for all medical 
deployable assets for the Army 
Reserves.

She is a past recipient of the 
Army Service Ribbon, the Army 
Commendation Medal with Two 
Oak Leaf Clusters, the National 
Defense Service Medal and the 

Meritorious Service Medal with 
Two Oak Leaf Clusters. She is 
a member of the American and 
Georgia Nursing associations, 
Sigma Theta Tau Nursing Honor 
Society, the Association of 
Military Surgeons United States 
and the Senior Army Reserve 
Command Association.

Dr. Quarles received a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing 
from North Carolina Agricultural 
and Technical State University, 
a master’s degree in community 
health education from UNC-
Greensboro, a doctorate in higher 
education administration and 
research from North Carolina 
State University and a master’s 
degree in strategic studies from 
the U.S. Army War College. She 
completed postdoctoral studies in 
clinical nursing interventions at 
Emory University.

Obituaries
The MCG community extends 

condolences to the family and 
friends of:

Mildred S. Brewer, 72, a retired 
coder in Health Information 
Management Services, who died 
Oct. 25. She worked at MCG from 
1981-99.

Dr. Buckley

Dr. Quarles

Need to sell that boat?
Find a roommate?

Use the Beeper Classifi eds.
For classifi ed ads send your information to 

classifi eds@mcgbeeper.com

Dr. Buckley aids 
NIH initiative
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More
Than a
Realtor... “A professional, a neighbor, and a friend.”

Shellie Ravenscroft-Madaus
Licensed in SC & GA

590 W. Martintown Rd.
North Augusta, SC 29841

803.278.4437, office
803.645.8210, mobile

***Graduate of USC Aiken ~
 ~ N. Augusta Chamber Ambassador***

STAFF
School of Dentistry
  LaTonya Elaina Jackson
  Virginia McKenna Brown
  Ava Cheyenne Douglas

School of Graduate   
  Studies
  Shelly Singer Wilson

School of Medicine
 Melanie Carole Brown
 Mary Wise Boyajian
 Carol Jane Elliott-Carnahan
 Elizabeth Joan Hohnadel
 Aubre Clark Keenan
 Bindu Anilkumar Pillai 
 Umer Saleem

Controller's Office
 September Dawn Fulmer
 Tracie Lennett Morris

Georgia War Veterans 
  Nursing Home
 Beverly Kay Timmons
 Melissa B. Vinson

Georgia Correctional 
  HealthCare
 Vickie Lynn Fleming
 Magdalena Fritz
 Bettye J. George 
 Pamela McDonald
 Sandra Harvey Monroe
 Jurrie M. Mulkey
 Serita Dawnell Shaw

Greenblatt Library
 Yolanda Yvette Dudley

Laboratory Animal   
  Services
 Jamie L. Frank

Welcome… 
to these new members of the MCG community  

Campus Beat
Periodic reports of crime-related news on campus are posted in compliance with federal, 

state and local laws to maximize campus safety and awareness. To report crimes, suspicious 

activity, or information regarding reported incident(s), call the MCG Public Safety Department 

at ext. 1-2911 or #2911 from a cellular phone.

Entering an automobile
On Oct. 10 at 9:40 p.m., MCG Police were notified that an unlocked vehicle parked in Lot 33 at 

the Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home had been entered while the driver was delivering food. No 

damage to the vehicle was noted, however, several pizzas were removed from the car.

Attempted Burglary
Some time between 7:10 p.m. Oct. 27 and 9 a.m. Oct. 30 someone attempted to force entry into an 

exterior door at the Respiratory Therapy Outpatient Dialysis building. No items were reported missing.  

Trick or Treat
They crept, they toddled, they stalked the halls. The Annex was over-run by creatures short and, well...short, 
as kids from the MCG Childcare Center went treat-or-treating down the corridors, disrupting work and causing 
endless ooohhhs and ahhhhhs. Watch out for that witch around the corner! (photos by Mandy Herron)
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NISUS
Therapeutic Bodywork Clinic

QUALITY MASSAGE
by

EXPERIENCED MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Offering

Call today to schedule an appointment 

(706) 736-4400

Gift
Certificates

Available

Massage 
Therapy...

A necessity for
HEALTH &

WELLNESS!

R100110•BP110906

1431 Monte Sano Avenue
Augusta

Bits & Bytes
    Browsers vary in features, functions

A Web browser is the software 
that enables you to navigate 
the Internet and there are 
an increasing number to 
choose from.

Although Internet Explorer 
is the most common browser 
on campus, IT does its best 
to support all Web browsers 
– Netscape, Firefox, Safari, 
Mozilla and Opera, to name a few. 
All major Web browsers boast 
of tight security, customization, 
tabbed browsing, high speeds 
and other features. Individual 
preferences factor into computer 
users’ browsers of choice.

For instance, at Information 
Technology Support and Services, 
Anne Hinton, web design 
specialist, likes Safari’s tabbed 
bookmark bar and snapback 
feature, which returns you to 
the last typed URL or selected 
bookmark. On the other hand, 
she notes that Firefox’s many 
extensions allow her to customize 
her Web browser. Jennifer 
Lapsley, customer service 
specialist, feels Firefox is the most 
secure browser. Joe Covington, 

manager of workstation support, 
sticks with the tried and true: 
Internet Explorer. “It gets me 
where I need to go,” he said.

Here are some synopses of 
popular browsers:

•  Netscape: Emphasizes   
 security and fast, efficient  
 Web-browsing

•  Firefox: Specializes in   
 extensive customization,  
 fast browsing and secure  
 surfing

•  Mozilla: A kit of Web-  
 related applications,   
 including a Web browser,  
 mail/news client, a chat  
 client and more. Similar to  
 Firefox, but with a   
 much larger application

•  Safari: The standard   
 browser downloaded with  
 every copy of Mac OS X

•  Opera: Calls itself the   
 world’s fastest browser,  
 with built-in mail and 

 chat clients
•  Microsoft Internet Explore:  

 Perhaps the quickest and  
easiest browser

ALERT
Most MCG computers 
use Microsoft’s 
Internet Explorer as 
a Web browser. An 
new version (Internet 
Explorer 7) has been 
recently introduced, 
but ITSS strongly 
advises users not to 
upgrade at this time. 
Major campus systems 
such as Banner, 
PeopleSoft, WebCT, 
Vista and One45 have 
yet to be tested with 
the newest version. 
Users are asked to 
continue using IE 6 until 
all related products 
can be certified 
compatible with IE 7.

Aunt Bertha, aka Merry Allen (left), a very satisfied customer 
at the MCG Dental Clinic, enjoys Halloween with her favorite 
School of Dentistry student, junior Amelia Granberry. Aunt 
Bertha had this to say about her experience with MCG: “It’s 
a closely guarded secret, but I highly recommend the MCG 
Dental Clinic. My student has done wonders with my teeth. 
As you can see, the professors are supportive and keep a 
close watch on what is going on with each patient. Why, 
just yesterday as I was out and about, I had a number of 
people stop me and comment on my dental work. I do hope 
the school is prepared for the influx of people who will be 
calling for appointments on my recommendation!”

Halloween goof-off
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Information Technology Support and Services offers technology tips in 
this column. To submit questions or suggestions for topics, contact the IT 
Service Desk, ext. 1-4000 or ITService@mcg.edu.
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