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By Stacey Hudson
	
A patient at the MCGHealth 

Medical Center, a member of the 
Cherokee Nation, recently made a 
one-of-a-kind request. The woman, 
who believed that wellness is 
spiritual as well as physical, asked 

to hold a healing ritual specific to 
her heritage. 

 It was a perfect learning oppor-
tunity in cultural competency. 

“We want to give our students 
the tools to effectively interact with 
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Luncheon serves 
up QEP video

Dr. Shelley Mishoe, associate provost and director of the 
Quality Enhancement Plan, presents the QEP informational 
video and parameters.

By Toni Baker

Jeanette K. Balotin, an adminis-
trator and facilitator with nearly 20 
years of experience on the lead-
ership team of the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine, has 
been named chief of staff to the 
president of Georgia’s health science 
university.

Balotin will serve as a key 
member of the leadership team of 
Dr. Ricardo Azziz, president of the 
Medical College of Georgia and CEO 
of the MCG Health System, Inc., to 
advance the university’s mission of 
health sciences education, discovery 
and service.  In addition to work-
ing closely with MCG leadership, 
faculty, staff and students to help 
advise the president and to execute 
priorities, she will oversee the enter-
prise’s communication functions.

“Jeanette brings to our univer-
sity obvious skill as a facilitator at 
a time of unprecedented activity,” 

Azziz said. “She will help us pull 
together the many, rapidly moving 
people and parts that will propel the 
university to its rightful place in the 
health sciences.”

Balotin served as the University 
of Maryland School of Medicine as-
sistant dean for programs and plan-
ning, chief of staff and director of 
government relations before joining 
MCG this month. She was assis-
tant to the dean from 1992-99. She 
has managed the school’s strategic 
planning process, helped leadership 
units set and accomplish priorities 
and helped develop and implement 
policies and procedures. 

She has additional experience in 
government relations and commu-
nications, maintaining relationships 
across the medical school campus 
and hospital as well as with the 
community, alumni, donors and 
lawmakers. Balotin helped develop 

Balotin to serve as chief of 
staff for MCG president

Jeanette K. Balotin will serve 
as chief of staff for MCG 
President Ricardo Azziz. 
Balotin was previously with the 
University of Maryland School 
of Medicine.

By Jennifer Hilliard Scott
 
A national search is under way 

for an MCG Health System executive 
vice president for clinical affairs.

The new position will oversee the 
health system’s clinical operations, 
including ambulatory care and Phy-
sicians Practice Groups clinics. The 
position is the clinical counterpart 
of the academic enterprise’s provost 
and executive vice president for 

academic affairs. The position will 
report to Dr. Ricardo Azziz, board 
chairman, president of MCG and 
CEO of the Health System.

The MCG Health System Board 
of Directors approved the search 
during a Dec. 2 meeting, where 
they also approved members of the 
board’s Planning and Development 
Committee. They are: MCG Health 
System Board of Directors members 
Walter Dukes and Regents  C. Thom-

as Hopkins and William “Dink” H. 
NeSmith Jr.; Dr. J. David Allen, an 
Atlanta dentist and past president 
of the Georgia Dental Association; 
Dr. Ben Cheek, a Columbus, Ga., 
obstetrician and gynecologist and 
MCG alumnus; Doug Duncan, vice 
president of Management Analy-
sis and Utilization, Inc., a human 
resource, staffing and outsourcing 

Search under way for MCG Health 
System executive vice president
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the world by:
•	Preparing the health professional workforce of the future;
•	Conducting research through programs that create, disseminate and
	 apply new knowledge relevant to human health;
•	Providing exceptional, innovative, patient-centered health
	 care services;
•	Contributing to the economic development and well-being of the
	 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
	 research and clinical care.
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Holiday mail guidelines
Campus Mail Service reminds employees 

that Christmas cards, party invitations and 
other holiday announcements cannot be 
metered through campus mail. These are 
not legal state expenditures. Departments 
with a discretionary account or a grant 
account specifying such postage is legal 
can send an IDR to Campus Mail Services. 
Otherwise, mail should be sent to Campus 
Mail Services with stamps already affixed. 
Please do not use red envelopes, as postal 
markings cannot be seen. MCGHI depart-
ments may not use an IDR; cards must 
have stamps affixed.

Compliance
All required annual training and compli-

ance must be completed online by Friday, 
Dec. 17. Training includes confidentiality, 
conflicts of interest, copyright infringe-
ment, drug free schools and campuses, 
FERPA, non-retaliation, social media 
awareness, state business transaction 
reminder, vehicle operator policy training 
and HIPAA. If you do not have computer 
access, please contact your immediate 
supervisor so a workstation can be pro-
vided to you. Training will be conducted at 
educode.com/MCG/login50/. 

Miracle Ball
The Fourth Annual Miracle Ball, 

benefitting MCGHealth Children’s Medi-
cal Center, will be Dec. 17 from 7-11 p.m. 
at the Augusta Elks Lodge, 205 Elkdom 
Court. The event will include spotlight 
dances featuring The Miracle Kids, a silent 
auction, raffles, appetizers, desserts and a 
cash bar. Tickets $20 in advance, $25 at the 
door. Purchase at Neptune Dive & Ski and 
Ballroom in Motion.

Stop here
Dine at WingStop through Dec. 31 

and 10 percent of each order will be 
donated to MCGHealth Children’s Medi-
cal Center. WingStop is located at 2803 
Wrightsboro Road, 3836 Washington Road 
and 358 E. Martintown Road. Each visit, 
ask for the donation certificate to be sta-
pled to the receipt. Or pick up a certificate 
in advance from the Office of Philanthropy. 
Call 706-721-3957.

Each unique
Through Dec. 30, visit HCCU and 

purchase a snowflake for $1 to benefit the 
MCGHealth Children’s Medical Center.

Holiday wellness
The Wellness Center will have special 

holiday hours. The center will be open 

Dec. 20-22 and Dec. 27-30 from 6 a.m. to 
7 p.m.; Dec. 31 from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Jan. 3 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The center 
will be closed Dec. 23-26 and Jan. 1. Visit 
mcg.edu/wellness or call 706-721-6800.

Training
Human Resources has listed training and 

education opportunities offered during De-
cember. Visit mcg.edu/hr/training/ to view 
the courses and to register. Contact the Hu-
man Resources Training & Education office 
at 706-721-0343 for more information.   

Weight Watchers
A new “Weight Watchers At Work” se-

ries will begin on Jan. 4.  The group meets 
Tuesdays at noon in the Terrace Dining 
Magnolia Room.  A minimum of 20 partici-
pants are needed for Weight Watchers to 
send a facilitator to conduct the 17-week 
series. Cost is $186. Payment options are 
available. Those who join by the second 
week will receive Weight Watcher e-Tools 
at no additional cost. Contact Amanda 
Wright at 706-721-3627 or amwright@mcg.
edu.

Valentine dance
The MCG Sertoma Club and the CSRA 

Shag Club will host a Valentine Dance Feb. 
11 from 8 p.m. to midnight at Julian Smith 
Casino. Music by the Fantastic Shakers. 
The event is BYOB, setups provided. Tick-
ets $15 at the door, $5 for students with a 
college ID. Reserved tables are available 
in limited numbers. Call 803-640-1130. All 
proceeds from the event benefit local com-
munity needs throughout the CSRA.

Artrageous!
The Noon Arts Concert series will con-

tinue Feb. 15 from noon to 1 p.m. in Lee 
Auditorium. Performances showcase the 
diverse artistic talents of our students, staff 
and faculty. The first 150 attendees enjoy 
free Chick-fil-A sandwiches. Interested 
performers e-mail kmckie@mcg.edu. Visit 
mcg.edu/artscouncil/performing/nooncon-
cert.html.

Free flu shots
MCGHealth Occupational Health Ser-

vices is offering free influenza vaccines for 
campus employees. No appointment is nec-
essary, but employees are required to show 
their employee badge. Hours of operation 
are weekdays from 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
at 1515 Pope Ave., next to the MCGHealth 
Human Resource office. Call 706-721-3418.

Sing along
MCG Chorus is seeking new members. 

No prior experience necessary. Meetings 
are Monday at 5:30 p.m. in Lee Audito-
rium. Musical events include noon arts 
concerts, CMC performances and more. 
E-mail Tricia Perea at tperea@mcg.edu.

Members only
The MCG School of Medicine Academy 

of Medical Educators is now accepting new 
member applications. The Academy is a 
school-wide organization of distinguished 
educators that promotes educational 
excellence, innovation and scholarship; 
serves as an “academic home” for faculty 
with career interests in medical educa-
tion; and works to improve the quality of 
medical education through service to the 
School of Medicine in faculty development, 
mentoring and educational leadership. 
For information visit mcg.edu/som/ames/
index.html.

News to us
Send announcements or story sugges-

tions for The Beeper to beeper@mcg.
edu, or contact editor Stacey Hudson at 
706-721-4410 or FI-1042 (campus mail).

So swell
Submit your nominations for the 

S.W.E.L.L. Award: Saluting the Work, 
Excellence, Leadership and Lives of our 
MCG employees. Contact Beeper editor 
Stacey Hudson at smcgowen@mcg.edu or 
706-721-4410.

Pet set
Submit your pets for the Pet Gazette. 

Contact Beeper editor Stacey Hudson at 
smcgowen@mcg.edu or 706-721-4410.

Knee pain study
Adults age 18-40 who have had ante-

rior knee pain for at least four weeks are 
needed for an MCG study. Participants will 
take part in free, supervised 30-minute 
rehabilitation sessions up to three times a 
week for six weeks. Call Dr. Lori Bolgla at 
706-721-1517 or e-mail lbolgla@mcg.edu.

Study buddy
Females between the ages of 12 and 26 

who have received a three-dose regimen 
of a specific HPV vaccine are needed to 
participate in a study that may develop 
vaccines that protect against additional 
types of HPV. Current vaccines help protect 
against up to four types of HPV. New 
investigational vaccines, if proven effective, 
may further reduce a person’s risk for de-
veloping cancer and other health problems 
caused by HPV. Call 706-721-8944.
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By Toni Baker

A dozen Brunswick physicians 
were honored Dec. 7 for their con-
tributions to educating future physi-
cians for Georgia at the Southeast 
Georgia Health System on Tuesday.

Honorees include Drs. Ayman Al-
Jabi, Shenon E. Badre, Stephen A. 
Chitty, Sarfaraz Dhanji, Emily Feely, 
Theodore Feely, James F. Gowen, 
William Grubb, James M. Heery, 
Walter W. Scott, Eric C. Stout and C. 
David Sudduth. 

“These physicians are sharing 
their expertise with future physi-
cians and the value of that is truly 
immeasurable,” said Dr. Kathryn 
Martin, assistant dean for the 
Southeast Georgia Clinical Campus 
of the Medical College of Georgia 
School of Medicine.

The campus, part of MCG’s 
statewide initiative to increase the 
number of physicians in Georgia, 

is based at Southeast Georgia 
Health System and Savannah’s St. 
Joseph’s/Candler Health System. 
Georgia is a top 10 state in popula-
tion and population growth, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

“We have witnessed phenomenal 
interest and skill among Brunswick 
physicians in helping educate the 
next generation of physicians,” said 
Dr. T. Wayne Rentz Jr., a general 
surgeon who directs the surgical 
intensive care unit at Southeast 
Georgia Health System’s Brunswick 
Campus and is the assistant dean 
for curriculum for MCG’s Southeast 
Georgia Clinical Campus. “We ap-
preciate these physicians’ significant 
contributions to their profession, 
their community and their state.”

Third- and fourth-year MCG 
medical students spend weeks 
working alongside these physicians 
in specialties including pediatrics 
and internal medicine/critical care. 

The clinical campus is slated to 
receive residential status by 2012, 
enabling enrollees to spend most of 
the clinical portion of their educa-
tion in Southeast Georgia.

The statewide plan also includes 
the Southwest Georgia Clinical 
Campus, based at Phoebe Putney 
Memorial Hospital in Albany, Ga., 
which obtained residential status 
this past summer. MCG will estab-
lish the Northwest Georgia Clinical 
Campus based in Rome, Ga., by 
July 2013. Additionally, the MCG 
School of Medicine, in cooperation 
with the University of Georgia, is 
operating a four-year campus for 
40 students in Athens, Ga. MCG’s 
medical school class size is sched-
uled to increase from 190 to 300 
students by 2020, growing from 190 
to 240 students in Augusta and 40 
to 60 in Athens. Facilities to accom-
modate the larger class in Augusta 
are under design.

Brunswick doctors honored 
for their medical contributions

the Office of Public Affairs at the 
University of Maryland School of 
Medicine, which is the nation’s 
first public and fifth oldest medical 
school. The school has approxi-
mately  2,700 faculty, nearly 1,700 
students and a $818 million budget. 
Balotin’s previous positions include 
assistant to the vice president for 
external relations at St. Joseph 
Mercy Health System, Mercy Health 
Services, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

She earned a master’s degree in 
public administration with an em-

phasis on health policy from Har-
vard University’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, a master’s 
degree in education from Eastern 
Michigan University and bachelor’s 
degree in sociology from Univer-
sity of Michigan-Flint.  Balotin is 
a member of the Association of 
American Medical Colleges Group 
on Institutional Planning, Govern-
ment Relations Representatives 
and was a founding member of the 
Dean’s Assistant Group.

Balotin...from page 1

Send your recipes to
beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com 

Win lunch for four!

AS05-412732

Medical oversight provided by MCG Department of Emergency Medicine.

www.mcgnursingfacultyclinics.com

Treating 18 Months Old and Up

Disclaimer: Each medical clinic located in a Wal-Mart store is owned and operated by an
independent company that is unaffiliated with Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart does not employ any
health care professionals or exercise any control over the provisions of health care serv-
ices at the clinics. Prices, hours & availability of services are subject to change without no-
tice. Children must be 18 months or older to be treated here.A
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Largest Sterling Flatware and Holloware Selection In The CSRA
Complete Sterling Flatware Matching Service

Select Your
Sterling Silver
Pattern Today!

Bridal &
Gift Registry

&Angevine’s Fine Silver Antiques
Augusta's Original Silver Shop

371 Highland AvenueAugusta, Ga. 30909 • Surrey Center (Lower Level)
706-736-2004 • www.angevinesfinesilver.com
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By Stacey Hudson

The cutting edge just got a little 
sharper.

A $500,000 grant from the Na-
tional Center for Research Resources 
has allowed the MCG Cancer Center 
Flow Cytometry Core Facility to 
acquire an Amnis ImageStreamx 
Imaging Flow Cytometer.

“It’s the first of its kind. There’s 
nothing like it, really,” said Dr. 
Lesleyann Hawthorne, associate 
professor of pathology and director 
of Cancer Center Shared Resources. 
MCG has the only one in Georgia. 

Flow cytometry is a technique 
that is used for examining and 
counting microscopic particles – 
such as individual cells – by adding 
the particles to fluid and running 
them through measuring equipment. 

The technique is routine in 
diagnosing certain medical disor-
ders, such as blood cancers. But 
it has more far-reaching impact in 
research.

“The applications are limitless,” 
said William King, director of the 
MCGCC Flow Cytometry Resource. 
“If you can think of how a picture 
can complement your work, as it 
relates to flow cytometry, there’s an 
application by use of this machine. “

Before acquiring the Im-
ageStreamx, Hawthorn said, the 
process of counting cells or cellular 
processes required that an individ-
ual researcher count the cells on a 
microscope. The combined imaging 
and flow capabilities of the Im-
agestreamx allows the collection of 

information about the larger popula-
tion of cells, making it amenable to 
statistical analysis.

The ImageStreamx allows unprec-
edented cellular analysis by combin-
ing the speed, sensitivity and statis-
tical robustness of a flow cytometer 
with the detailed imagery of a 
high-speed camera. In plain English, 
it can take high-resolution photos of 
particles as they change. It can track 
how cells communicate and interact, 
how they change in shape and size, 
whether there is DNA damage and 
repair, cell multiplication, cell death 
and more.

Say a researcher is testing a new 
drug designed to kill tumor cells. 
The ImageStreamx can now tell the 
researcher if a cell is a stem cell, a 
cancer cell or even a cancer stem 
cell. That distinction helps when 
analyzing how the drug affects the 
tumors.

“We try to kill cancer cells, and 
we study how they die. Once cells 

die they follow specific pathways 
that lead to a change in morphology 
– they disintegrate. But before they 
disintegrate, there are things that go 
on inside the cell, which they call 
early death,” King said. This cytom-
eter allows researchers to see the 
mechanism of cell death and earlier 
and more clearly. 

As a result of the detail, it re-
duces user-bias, allows for greater 
accuracy and detail, and saves time 
and money for the institution. In 
fact, it could even make money.

“It’s good for grant applications, 
because very few institutions have 
this technology,” Hawthorn said. 
Currently, 12 projects are scheduled 
to use the new capabilities for their 
research.

“We are very excited to have such 
a novel technology available at MCG 
and we hope that researchers across 
the campus will take advantage of 
it,” King said.

William King, director of the MCGCC Flow Cytometry Resource, shows off the center’s newest 
cutting edge technology: the Amnis ImageStreamx.

New tool for the Cancer Center

Unlimited
CAR WASHES
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$19.95 per vehicle, per month, use at any location, includes express wash, sealer wax & self vacuum
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Wash 2 Times or 200!

wine & tapas
lounge

www.LaMaisonTelfair.com
404 Telfair Street • 706.722.4805

“Global Wine & Food Experience”
Sample 3 Tapas & 4 Wines

For $19.99

“Martini Night”
Specialty Creations At Special Prices,

Different Regions Each Week,
Daily Food & Wine Specials

Thursdays

Fridays

AS05-439974
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WE’RE OPEN
DEC. 23 & 24

Convenient to MCG, off Stevens Creek Road,
one block from Riverwatch Parkway

Prices start at $132,900

Karen Eisele 706.220.0478

706.855.4006www.goldcrestrealtygroup.com

3 Bedrooms • 2.5 Baths • Master Down
*Assumable Mortgage Available

Rent-To-Own Units Available
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By Paula Hinely

Dentists for Della, a Medical 
College of Georgia School of Den-
tistry project serving elderly war 
veterans, has received a grant from 
the Community Foundation for the 
Central Savannah River Area.

Through the project, dental stu-
dents provide monthly oral health 
care for residents of Georgia War 
Veterans Nursing Home. “The proj-
ect provides a much-needed health 
benefit to our military veterans and 
reaches out to the fastest-growing 
segment of America’s population – 
the elderly,” said Dr. Kate Ciarroc-
ca, the project’s faculty advisor and 
instructor in the Departments of 
Oral Rehabilitation and Oral Health 
and Diagnostic Services.

Georgia War houses up to 192 
veterans, many of whom lack the 
mobility or dexterity to maintain 
healthy oral habits on their own. 
During each Dentists for Della visit, 
about 20 dental students thor-
oughly clean dentures and brush 
teeth of nursing home residents 
and provide oral, head and neck 
examinations.

The $14,800 grant will be used 
to purchase two portable dental 
units and two high-speed den-
tal hand pieces to enhance the 
oral health services provided by 
students in the residents’ rooms. 
Previously, students performed oral 
health care procedures using only 
cups of water and electric tooth-

brushes. The portable units with 
water delivery systems will elimi-
nate the need to transport patients 
needing more extensive care.

“What started as a small project 
by a few wonderful dental students 
has blossomed into something that 
truly benefits everyone involved,” 
Ciarrocca said. “Georgia War 
residents have markedly improved 
oral health, the nursing staff has 
more time to handle the residents’ 
medical issues and dental students 
have a vastly expanded educational 
experience.”

Dentists for Della, created by 
dental students William Bennett, 
Chris DeLeon, Ryan Fulchi and 
Ross Levine, began last January. 
The project was named in honor 
of School of Dentistry founding 
faculty member and Georgia War 
resident Dr. Victor Della-Guistina, a 
retired community dentist commit-
ted to improving access to dental 
care.

Dentists for Della is also funded 
by a $7,500 grant from the Mary 
Allen Lindsey Branan Foundation 
and is sponsored by the MCG chap-
ter of the American Student Dental 
Association. Patterson Dental do-
nated supplies, including denture 
cleaner and repair products.

Georgia War, operated through 
an interagency agreement between 
MCG and the Georgia Department 
of Veterans Service, is located at 
1101 15th St. 

The Community Foundation’s 

Unrestricted Grant Fund is primar-
ily supported by the Augusta 
National Golf Club and Masters 
Tournament. Out of 126 applica-
tions, the foundation awarded 
34 unrestricted grants totaling 
$425,000 to area agencies this year.

Dentists for Della, a Medical College of Georgia School of Dentistry project serving elderly 
war veterans, has received a grant from the Community Foundation for the Central Savannah 
River Area. Pictured from left are dental students Ross Levine and Chris DeLeon, the project’s 
namesake Dr. Victor Della-Guistina, and the project’s faculty advisor, Dr. Kate Ciarrocca.

Dentists for Della receives 
community foundation grant

99¢
People Drive For Hours To Get To Bob’s
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Never A Limit • Always First Quality

SomeVarieties May Sell Out • Fish Selection ChangesWeekly
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Bob’s
Tropical Fish

Your
Water

Garden
Specialist

3619 Old Petersburg Road • www.bobsfish.com
(Near Riverwatch Pkwy & Baston Rd) 706-863-9478

Compare
Our

Prices

Gold Marble Angels • Black Tetras • Gold Danios
White Clouds • Gold Neon Rosy Barbs • Red Blue Columbian Tetras

Albino Tiger Barbs • Buenos Aires Tetras • Serpae Tetras • Black Neons
Lemon Tetras • Giant Danios • Head & Tail Light Tetras
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2522 Wrightsboro Road
706.736.7230
Tues-Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-3

Closed Sun & Mon
www.danielvillagebarbershop.com

GET THAT
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AS05-438605

INTERNATIONAL GROCERIES!
Bourda Green Market

• Caribbean foods
• European treats
• Sauces, mixes, grains and

noodles from around the world
• Inat’l frozen foods

2308 Lumpkin Road • 706/793/4249
(next to Island Seafood)
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By Sharron Walls

The nation’s first nurse-managed 
convenient-care clinic in a Walmart 
store logged over 2,100 patient visits 
during its first year of operation.

The primary-care clinic, which 

the MCG School of Nursing Faculty 
Practice Group opened in November 
2009, provides quality affordable 
and accessible care to the Augusta 
area at the Walmart Supercenter in 
Evans, Ga. 

“Customer satisfaction remains 

high and many patients are choosing 
the clinic as a convenient supple-
ment to their regular primary care 
provider,” said Jim Hawkins, prac-
tice and compliance manager for the 
Nursing Faculty Practice Group. 

The walk-in clinic is open seven 

days a week with extended hours 
offering treatment of common ill-
nesses, diagnostic testing, physicals 
and vaccinations. Charges are mini-
mal and insurance is accepted.

“The MCG Nursing Faculty Clinic 
at Walmart is at the forefront of 

primary care reform,” Hawkins 
said. “We remain excited about the 
opportunity to provide such a mean-
ingful service to our community.” 

For more information and a $10 
off coupon, visit www.mcgnursing-
facultyclinics.com/.

Clinic at Walmart celebrates first anniversary

Cutting the ribbon at “The Clinic at Walmart” in November 2009 are Nursing Faculty Practice Group 
Manager Jim Hawkins (from left), Columbia County Chamber of Commerce President and CEO 
Jim Tingen, MCG Interim President James N. Thompson, School of Nursing Dean Lucy Marion and 
Walmart Shift Manager Corey Myers.

1704 CENTRAL AVENUE
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Call Today
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Administrative grads 
receive certification

The Research Administration Certification and Education (RACE) Program 
held its fifth Recognition Ceremony Nov. 17 to honor those who completed all 
requirements of the program. The RACE Program educates participants on the 
components involved with administering research on campus. “The participants’ 
willingness to develop a better understanding of the regulations and processes 
presented in RACE display their commitment to becoming an effective resource 
for the research community,” said Tammy Murrell, director of post award services 
in the Division of Sponsored Program Administration. The next session begins in 
late January. Visit mcg.edu/spa/RACE.

MCG celebrates 
multigenerational families

Santa Claus brought cheer to boys and girls and their grandparents at the 
Medical College of Georgia Healthy Grandparent Program’s holiday party 
Tuesday, Dec. 7, at the Julian Smith Casino. Each child received a gift donated 
by MCG employees and the community. Families enjoyed a catered dinner and 
children made crafts. The program, sponsored by The MCG School of Nursing 
and the Georgia Department of Human Resources Promoting Safe and Stable 
Families Program, assists grandparents and great-grandparents who are 
raising their grandchildren in Richmond and Columbia counties.
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Nursing students try pet therapy

During the School of Nursing’s Senior Poster Day Nov. 29 in the Health Sciences Building lobby, Katy Hornback 
(from left), Jaime Martin, Kimberly Medlin and Elizabeth Stepanek brought in a vital component of their research 
project on pet therapy – Tucker, a therapy dog from Happy Tails of Atlanta. Over 130 seniors attended receptions 
sponsored by Sigma Theta Tau on the Augusta and Athens campuses. 
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Medical students raise funds for Haiti

Student Andrew White played guitar while singing songs in Swahili and English.
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Dr. Vadivel Ganapathy performed a Bollywood song in his native Tamil language.
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Wilma Sykes-Brown sang Bette Midler’s “The Rose” with Lizandra and Devin Jones.

Student Michael Tjahjadi played piano while singing 
U2’s “One.”

Dr. Sola Fasusi representing Snoop Dogg in a 
group performance of DJ Khaled’s “All I Do is Win.” 
Performing with him were Dr. David Scott Lind playing 
Rick Ross, Dr. James McLoughlin acting as Ludacris, 
and Sharita King, a vascular surgery intern.



patients of different backgrounds, 
have a comfort level with diversity, 
treat everyone with dignity and 
incorporate the patient’s knowledge 
into the process,” said Dr. Shelley 
Mishoe, associate provost and direc-
tor of MCG’s Quality Enhancement 
Plan. 

Mishoe and many others 
throughout the enterprise have been 
working on the QEP with an eye on 
improving graduating professionals’ 
cultural competency. The South-
eastern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges, 
MCG’s accrediting body, requires 
member institutions to enhance 
learning through an entirely new 
project. MCG’s plan, Healthy 
Perspectives, aims to help students 
better communicate with patients 
and their families on their health, 
wellness and care by understand-
ing their unique backgrounds and 
lifestyles. 

The patient requesting the heal-
ing ritual said she expected her 
request to be turned down. But, her 
wishes were readily accommodated 
at MCG, a leader in patient- and 
family-centered care. 

Such situations will occur more 
frequently as Georgia and the nation 
diversify, Mishoe said. The QEP will 
help students identify opportunities 
to partner health care knowledge 
with spiritual and cultural aware-
ness. 

“So much of the body heals itself 
through proper care, and the mind 
has so much influence over how 
that happens,” Mishoe said. “In-
corporating the customs and health 
care beliefs of patients and families 
gives them more responsibility 
and hope that often leads to better 
outcomes. Ultimately, our graduates 
will be better prepared to fulfill the 
mission of improving the health of 
Georgia’s citizens and beyond.” 

MCG promoted its QEP at a 
luncheon on Dec. 9. Approximately 
350 attendees enjoyed pizza, re-
freshments and prizes – fourth-year 
medical student Jonathan Buice won 
a coveted iPad – all while viewing 
the debut of the QEP video explain-
ing the project, its implementation 
and goals. 

“The QEP has to identify the 
specific student learning outcomes, 

and then the institution has to have 
a plan as to how we’re going to 
achieve and measure those out-
comes,” Mishoe said. 

Beginning in fall 2012, all MCG 
students will complete modules 
designed to increase their ability 
to work with a variety of patients. 
Six student-learning outcomes will 
focus on: 

Attitude – Students will recog-
nize the importance of understand-
ing personal biases, assumptions 
and their own cultural backgrounds 
to appreciate differences and avoid 
stereotyping in other cultural 
groups.

Knowledge – Students will dem-
onstrate knowledge about varying 
cultural beliefs on health, disease 
and treatment; explain changing de-
mographics in the United States, the 
presence of health disparities and 

strategies to reduce those disparities. 
Skills – Students will dem-

onstrate verbal and nonverbal 
communications in situations of 
patient diversity, including age, race, 
disability, gender, sexual orientation 
and socioeconomic status. They will 
collaborate with health care provid-
ers, patients and families to achieve 
a mutually acceptable and cultur-
ally responsible plan for individual 
patients. 

Increased cultural competency 
will allow health professionals to 
work with patients as true partners 

in their own health care, Mishoe 
stressed.

“Often it’s not just the patient 
involved in the care, but the family, 
and sometimes they have a better 
solution,” she said. 

The Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools Commission on 
Colleges will assess the QEP as part 
of MCG’s reaffirmation of accredita-
tion this spring. Commission repre-
sentatives will visit campus March 
29-31, the final stage in a process 
that has included a self-study and 
extensive documentation.
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“Simply The Best For Less®”

receives a

FREE LUNCH BUFFET

FOR FOUR from the

P.I. Bar & Grill

Congratulations
Amanda Peters

One Recipe Will Be Chosen Every Issue
To Win A FREE Lunch For Four

At The Partridge Inn!

Warm Cheese Dip
Makes 4 cups

5 oz. Trimmed
Brie cheese

8 oz. Sharp Cheddar
Cheese, cut up

8 oz. Light Cream Cheese
3/4 c light mayo

8 sun-dried tomatoes
packed in oil

2 tsp. Dijon mustard
1/4 tsp. garlic salt

Heat oven to 375. Coat a small ovenproof dish with
nonstick spray. Pulse brie, cheddar, cream cheese, mayo,
tomatoes, mustard and salt in processor until smooth.
Bake for 20 minutes

AS29-439007

Send to
beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

We Need Recipes!
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By Stacey Hudson

The Student National Medical 
Association, MCG Chapter, raised 
money for victims of sexual vio-
lence in Haiti with a talent show on 
Nov. 30. Twelve acts from faculty, 
staff and students took the stage to 
support the effort.

“The MCG community has really 
gotten behind this,” said Lashon 
Sturgis, second-year student and 
chapter president. Sturgis said the 
group anticipated raising just a 
couple hundred dollars. But they 
raised about $1,400, an amount 
Sturgis credits to the participation of 
faculty and administrators.

“It’s for a good cause, so it 
doesn’t matter if I embarrass my-
self,” said Dr. Vadivel Ganapathy, 
before performing a Bollywood song 
in his native Tamil language.

Embarrassment wasn’t a concern 
for Dr. James McLoughlin, who 
relished the opportunity to show off 
his stage skills.

“As a father of four, I have found 
that the only legitimate tool I have 
to ensure that my children behave 
in public is the threat that I will do 
something embarrassing. I need 
events like this one to give credence 
to their fears,” McLoughlin said.

The show included musical 
pieces, parodies and dramatic 
interpretations. And McLoughlin’s 
group gave the performance that got 
the most crowd participation: a lip-
syncing extravaganza to DJ Khaled’s 
“All I Do is Win,” with Dr. Sola 
Fasusi representing Snoop Dogg, Dr. 
David Scott Lind playing Rick Ross, 
McLoughlin acting as Ludacris, and 
Sharita King, a vascular surgery in-
tern who McLoughlin said saved the 
group from certain humiliation.

Student Chike Akoh rapped an 
original piece called “Patience;” 
Wilma Sykes-Brown sang Bette 
Midler’s “The Rose” with Lizan-
dra and Devin Jones; Dr. Michael 
Brands played drums to “When the 
Whip Comes Down,” by the Roll-
ing Stones; student Andrew White 
played guitar while singing songs 
in Swahili and English; Dr. A.K. 
Gulati performed “The Rambler,” 
a medical-themed parody of Kenny 
Rogers’ “The Gambler;” Dr. Bruce 
LeClair gave a dramatic interpreta-
tion of Lewis Carroll’s Jabberwocky; 
student Michael Tjahjadi played 
piano while singing U2’s “One;” 
student Wondwossen Zenebe played 
a classical guitar composition called 
“Romance” and student Nadia Na-
bavi closed with an original spoken 
word piece called “Time.” 

More than 1.3 million Haitians 
have crowded into makeshift camps 
in and around the capital of Port-au-
Price since the January earthquake. 

In the wake of the disaster, inter-
national aid organizations such as 
Amnesty International and Doctors 
Without Borders report sexual vio-

lence is on the rise, while incidents 
of reporting such attacks is on the 
decline. 

The Student National Medical As-
sociation works with international 
women’s rights organization MA-
DRE to prevent violence by provid-
ing cell phones, whistles, flashlights 
and nighttime community watch 
groups. They tasked their chapters 
with sponsoring one woman with a 
$50 donation.

But members of the organization, 
including many with roots in devel-
oping nations and three of Haitian 
descent, felt that wasn’t enough.

“I think that each one of us has 
had experiences with disaster,” 
event volunteer Chinonye Ogbon-
naya-Odor said. The second-year 
student grew up in Lagos, Nigeria, 
but immigrated to Columbus, Ohio. 
She said she is thankful that she has 
never experienced a natural disaster, 
though her family had to flee a reli-
gious conflict that raged in northern 
Nigeria when she was younger.

“I know the feeling of fear and 
sometimes hopelessness that can 
come with not knowing what the 
nearest future holds. Adding the 
possibility of rape makes the situ-
ation an even bigger beast, which 
is why I think that this is a great 
venture. I really hope that the 
money we raised can help create a 
safer environment for these women 
who are already going through a big 
struggle,” Ogbonnaya-Odor said.

Bintou Gassama, a second-year 
medical student originally from 
Gambia, was among the event’s 
organizers.

“The stories just really touched 
me,” Gassama said. 

Rape was not considered a crime 
in Haiti until 2005, and the human 
rights organization Equality Now 

says victims do not report violence 
because they lack faith in the jus-
tice systems.

“It was an aspect of the disas-
ter that had not been previously 
publicized,” said Gorby Leon, a 
second-year student from Connecti-
cut whose parents are from Haiti. 
Leon also has relatives still living 
in Haiti.

So does Vanessa Rigaud, a first-
year student from Atlanta, whose 
parents are also Haitian.

“I have many family members 
in Haiti who have been affected by 
the earthquake, and who are now 
dealing with the cholera outbreak. 
That’s why I’m in medical school, 
to go down and help in third-world 
countries,” Rigaud said.

The money raised by SNMA 
will go directly to MADRE to offset 
the cost of protecting women and 
children from sexual violence in aid 
camps in Haiti. The MCG students’ 
contribution should sponsor 28 
women.

Students raise money for Haitian victims

MCG student Wondwossen Zenebe played a classical guitar 
composition called “Romance” during the Student National 
Medical Association’s fundraiser for victims of sexual violence 
and cholera in Haiti.
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company; Eric Johnson, former mi-
nority leader and former president 
pro tempore of the Georgia Senate; 
and Dr. Cynthia Mercer, an Athens, 
Ga., obstetrician and gynecologist 
and an MCG alumna.  

Also at the meeting:
 • Committee member term 

limits, amounting to six years over 
a board member’s term of service, 
were approved. 

• A presentation on network ser-

vices, given by MCGHealth Senior 
Vice President of Ambulatory and 
Network Services Richard R. Bias, 
emphasized the hospital’s ongoing 
work to form an integrated care 
delivery system through partner-
ships, community involvement and 
outreach throughout Georgia and 
South Carolina. 

• In his chairman/CEO report, 
Dr. Azziz compared the MCG to the 
Medical University of South Caro-
lina, calling MCG a “malnourished 
twin” in contrast to the Charleston-
based institution. Despite great simi-
larities in founding date, transition 

to university status, acquisition of its 
own hospital, size of metro area and 
region of the country, MUSC has 150 
percent more research funding, 40 
percent more faculty and 30 percent 
more square footage. It also has sig-
nificantly more and newer facilities. 
Despite these differences, both insti-
tutions educate approximately the 
same number of students. MCG has 
grown at a much smaller rate be-
cause of chronic under-investment, 
he said. The growth of philanthropy 
and state and city support will be in-
tegral to the institution’s success.
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CROSSWORD 216

ACROSS
1. Most common cause of aphasia, for short
4. Acute lymphoblastic leukemia: abbr.
7. Incite
8. Appear

10. Mononucleosis symptom
12. Dines
13. __ lice; pediculosis capitis
14. Stringed instruments, for short
15. Like some heartbeats & some verbs: abbr.
16. Hallmark symptom of Parkinson’s
19. Distended
21. Shrinks back from sudden pain
22. Choroid’s location
25. Bric-a-__
26. __ candidiasis; thrush
27. Enthusiastic affirmative in Madrid
28. Dysmenorrhea
30. Without changes
31. Grand mal precursor, often
32. Eliot’s monogram
33. Start of a U. S. capital city

DOWN
1. Most frequent infectious disease
2. Kilmer, for one
3. Promos
4. Take for granted
5. Cutaneous loss of pigmentation
6. Hansen’s disease sufferer
7. Beaver fever
9. Author’s submissions: abbr.

10. Phi __ Medical Fraternity
11. Pronoun
16. “Little People, Big World” network
17. Actress Charlotte
18. Flying saucer pilots, for short
20. Use a scalpel
21. Carpal tunnel syndrome area
23. Chatter
24. 1997 U. S. Open winner
25. Youth group: abbr.
26. Crew members
28. Most common form of heart disease in the West, for short
29. Feel terrible about
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AUGUSTA
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The Employee Advisory Council is your voice and we need to hear 
from you! 

We know you have ideas to improve employee campus life. 
The EAC is your way to share ideas, suggestions and concerns with 

MCG administration. Use this form, e-mail your representative or 
send a comment to www.mcg.edu/EAC/. 
 
My idea, suggestion or concern is: 
 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 
Name/ext:___________________________________________ (optional)

Intercampus mail to HS 1144, Attn: EAC
 

Once per quarter, we’ll randomly select a submission and reward the 
winner with a gift certificate to Mocha Mahn.

EAC Suggestion Box
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www.hensleypma.com
803-640-8443

Next to Fred’s/FamilyY
AS05-439977

Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street.
Downtown Augusta

706-722-4653706-722-4653Since
1930

OUTLET
STORE

AS05-430718
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Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community		

School of Dentistry
	 Danielle Huckabee Meikrantz
	 Eva Cecile McCord

School of Medicine
	 Kristen Nicole Young

School of Nursing
	 N. Sonnet Sakievich

Human Resources
	 Madalyne M. Tursi

Information Technology 
Support & Services
	 Kay Hunnicutt Roman	
	 Avis F. Burney

Lab Animal Services
	 Brent Jarred Root
	 Ashleigh Nichole Johnston
	 Adam Micheal Edwards
	 Matthew D. Cleveland

Office of Academic 
Admissions
	 Jacqeulyn Nicole Dogan

Plant Engineering
	 Clarence Cheeks

STAFF

Dr. Betty Daniels, assistant 
professor of biobehavioral nursing 
at the Medical College of Georgia 
School of Nursing in Athens, has re-
ceived the 2010 Public Health Nurse 
Creative Achievement Award from 
the Public Health Nursing Section of 
the American Public Health Associa-
tion. The award recognizes excep-
tional contributions to public health 
nursing administration, education, 
practice or research.

Dr. Kathryn Bollinger, profes-
sor of ophthalmology, was recently 
selected for one of the 2010 Mentor-
ing for Advancement of Physician-
Scientists Awards from the American 
Glaucoma Society.  This program 
assists clinicians with overcoming 
barriers and hindrances in the early 
stages of their careers. 

Dr. Kapil Sethi, professor of 
neurology, has been selected to be 
the John Whitaker visiting profes-
sor to the University of Texas Health 
Science Center at San Antonio in 
January. Sethi is director of the 

movement disorders program and 
will lecture on the topic.

The Community Foundation for 
the Central Savannah River Area 
recently awarded $14,800 to The 
Georgia Health Science Foundation 
for The Medical College of Georgia 
School of Dentistry to provide free 
dental services to Georgia Veter-
ans Nursing Home residents. The 
grant will enable them to purchase 
portable dental units to use when 
visiting bed-ridden veterans.

Newsmakers

Obituaries
The MCG community extends 

condolences to the family and 
friends of:

Robert C. Little, retired profes-
sor of physiology, died Sept. 17

John F. Erbland, retired associ-
ate professor of oral biology, died 
Nov. 26

Dr. Betty Daniels Dr. Kathryn Bollinger Dr. Kapil Sethi

Got a Pet? Tell the Pet Gazette.
beeper@mcg.edu

AS05-430715

ALL LOUISIANA SWAMP CRITTERS AGREE…
FRENCHMARKET GRILLE IS THE PLACE TO BE!

GIVE THE
TASTE OF NEW ORLEANS

WITH FRENCH MARKET GRILLE
GIFT CERTIFICATES!

BUY $100 WORTH OF GIFT CERTIFICATES,
GET A SEPARATE $10 CERTIFICATE

FOR YOURSELF FREE. BUY $200 IN

CERTIFICATES, GET TWO $10
CERTIFICATES FREE
… AND SO ON!

AS07-440803
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AS30-439005

Send photos
and stories to
Stacey Hudson at
beeper@mcg.com.

Send us your
pet stories
for the Pet Gazette

mcg.edu/beeper

The Beeper
online

Download the current and old issues of
The Beeper at:

Openings for
Chemist/Biologist at

pharmaceutical company
in North Augusta.
Email resume to

hr@ambiopharm.com

ROOMMATE WANTED:
Mature, professional or stu-
dent. Room with private
bath and entrance. Pool,
parking and kitchen privi-
leges. Newly remodeled.
$350 and Util. 706-738-0224

AS30-439006

Suduko
Solution

Word Search
Solution

AS30-439003

Crossword
Solution
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Send photos and stories about your pets to 
Stacey Hudson at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette

Judith Salzer, associate dean of strategic management for the 
School of Nursing, found puppy Zeus through a newspaper ad. “I 
went to look at the puppies and Zeus was the one who came over 
and selected me.  I brought him home in a cat carrier and he grew 
to be 140 pounds and the largest German Shepherd many people 
have ever seen,” she said. Salzer brought Zeus into a home with 
three cats, and he loved all of them. “The cats are all gone now 
but Zeus tries to adopt cats he sees in the neighborhood,” she said. 
Now 10-years-old, Zeus loves to play with the younger dog in the 
family, 18-month-old Tyr (pronounced “tier”). They play tug-of-war 
with the garden hose, tag and hide-and-seek in the yard.  

AS13-403635
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1407 Monte Sano Avenue • Augusta
706.738.6359 • TheWhiteCrane.com
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