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From the Dean
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ental organizations serve as the
backbone of the profession by
providing a “home” for
practitioners and academicians
in the field, regardless of where we
completed our training.
Their value cannot be overstated; their
advocacy, financial contributions and
moral support lay the groundwork for our
professional success. We all benefit from
the combined wisdom and leadership from
our dental groups as they help guide the
profession to improve the quality of our
professional services and to protect and
serve the public in a professional, ethical
and caring manner.
Georgia has a rich tradition of strong
leadership in organized dentistry, including
local, state and national branches of the
American Dental Association, specialty
organizations, study clubs and wellestablished societies such as the Thomas P.
Hinman Society. Continuing education,
practice benefits, insurance, investment
counseling, advice regarding compliance
with regulatory agency standards and
political advocacy are just a few of the
services they provide.

D

Connie Drisko, D.D.S.
Dean and
Merrit t Professor

“Georgia has a rich tradition of strong
leadership in organized dentistry.”

Dentistry in Georgia would not be the
same without the oversight and leadership
emanating from these organizations. It is
noteworthy that almost 80 percent of
Georgia dentists are members of the
Georgia Dental Association, attesting to the
personal and professional value it bestows.
MCG has benefited greatly from our
affiliation with organized dentistry and the
state’s dental alliance organizations. Many
Georgia dentists and alumni of both MCG
and Emory University have joined the MCG
School of Dentistry Alumni Association and
contribute to our endowment and
scholarship funds. We have been
extraordinarily fortunate that many dentists
have also supported us over the years by
volunteering to teach in our clinical and
didactic programs.
Perhaps the most important and leastrecognized contribution has been the
willingness of Georgia dentists and dental
organizations to serve as role models for our
students. The students witness countless
acts of kindness as they work alongside
practitioners who provide low- or no-cost
service to the underprivileged at volunteer
clinics statewide.
That benevolence is showcased on the
first Friday in February during Give Kids a
Smile Day, during which MCG students and
volunteer dentists provide much-needed
care in mobile vans and outreach clinics
statewide as well as in our own clinic at
MCG.
The school has received significant
financial support recently from organized
dentistry, including generous gifts from the
Georgia Dental Association, Atlanta Study
Club, Georgia Academy of Dental Practice
and Western District Dental Society, to
name a few. These gifts have been directed
to the building fund for the new school, and
we are thrilled to partner with these
organizations to create the growth space we
so desperately need.

On a sad note, we recently lost two
beloved friends and leaders in organized
dentistry—Dr. Mike Rainwater, an MCG
alumnus, and Rep. Charlie Norwood, a
respected legislator and champion of
dentistry. Mike’s family requested that
memorial gifts be made to the building
imperative, and an endowed scholarship has
been created in Charlie’s memory. Many
friends, colleagues and dental organizations
already have contributed to the two funds.
MCG stands ready to support dentistry at
the local, state and national level and plans to
continue to complement the efforts of
organized dentistry in the state of Georgia to
meet our mutual goal of improving the health
of all citizens.

“Perhaps the most important and
least-recognized contribution has been
the willingness of Georgia dentists
and dental organizations to serve as
role models for our students.”
–Dean Connie Drisko
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Organized Dentistry Builds Solid Foundation for the School

S

pend
some time
familiarizing
yourself with the MCG
School of Dentistry and you’ll quickly
notice something a little odd: Some of its
biggest supporters have no direct
affiliation with the school.
It is a testament to the school, says Dean
Connie Drisko, that trust, affection and
support are in such ample supply throughout
Georgia and beyond. A major component of
that wellspring of good will, she noted, is
organized dentistry.
“Organized dentistry really goes the extra mile
to help our school,” Dr. Drisko said. “Even if they
aren’t our alumni or have other direct ties to the
school, they support our mission, which is to
provide the most highly trained dental
practitioners.”
MCG houses the state’s only dental school, so
broad support is vital and mutually beneficial, noted
Martha Phillips, executive director of the Georgia
Dental Association, which
recently donated $50,000 to
the school.
“The school produces
outstanding graduates who
become leaders of our
organization,” she said. “Our
relationship with the School
of Dentistry is truly an
integral part of the GDA.
We’ve also been fortunate
that the dean and faculty are
so supportive of organized
dentistry. It’s truly a two-way
street.”

members of the georgia academy of dental practice present the
school with a $10,000 check for the school’s building imperative.
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members of the georgia dental
association present a $50,000 check
for the school’s building imperative

Dr. Cheryl Cushman, president of
the Georgia Society of Periodontists,
which made a $50,000 pledge to the
school, concurs. “We want to
support the education of general
dentists in the state so we can offer
Georgians excellent service and have
a strong foundation for excellent
periodontal care,” said Dr. Cushman,
who has worked closely with Dean
Drisko since she became dean of the
dental school.
Two of the school’s biggest
supporters are the Thomas P.
Hinman Dental Society, which
funded a $500,000 endowed chair
along with other ongoing support,
and the Emile T. Fisher Foundation
for Dental Education (formerly the
Georgia Dental Education
Foundation), which has donated
more than $325,000 to the school
over the years.
“We could not have
accomplished what we’ve done
without them,” Dr. Drisko said.
“That’s the bottom line.”
Other major benefactors include
the Atlanta Dental Study Club,
Georgia Academy of Dental Practice,
Western District Dental Society and
MCG School of Dentistry Alumni
Association.
“I think we inspire such
widespread support because we have
maintained a high level of excellence,
and our graduates leave here as very

competent dentists who become the
partners, colleagues or successors of
clinicians throughout the state,” said
Dr. Drisko. “We also do a good job
providing continuing education, so
we truly partner with organized
dentistry and practicing dentists in
every sense of the word.”
Dale Crail, the school’s director
of development, agrees. “We’re doing
more and more continuing education
and outreach, so we have ample
opportunities to familiarize organized
dentistry with our faculty and
administrators,” he said.
Rising seniors’ three-week
externships with clinicians
throughout the state offer yet
another avenue for partnership. “The
students come back transformed,
energized, fired up,” Dr. Drisko said.
“The clinicians serve as their role
models. They help teach them
professionalism, ethics, the
importance of organized dentistry
and other key concepts that help our
students cultivate a philosophy of
lifelong learning.”
And, as Ms. Phillips noted, many
MCG students go into organized
dentistry themselves. For instance,
MCG alumni are listed prominently
as members of the Hinman Dental
Society and Georgia Dental
Association, many with active
leadership roles. “Some 78 percent of
Georgia dentists are members of the

GDA, which underscores the
importance of organized dentistry in
the state,” Dr. Drisko said.
MCG graduates also are active in
the Alumni Association. “The Alumni
Association has had sustained growth
for the past four years, and
membership grew more than 20
percent this year alone,” Dr. Drisko
said. “We have huge attendance at
alumni gatherings statewide.”
Support for the school is
particularly crucial as plans for a new
building take shape. “A new facility
will not only replace our badly
outdated building, but will serve as a
showplace for cutting-edge dental
education, research and service
statewide and beyond,” Dr. Drisko
said. “That’s important to every
dentist and every dental organization
in the state. We are so grateful for
their support in helping us turn this
dream into a reality.”

“

Christine Hurley Deriso

i think we inspire such
widespread support because
we have maintained a high
level of excellence, and our
graduates leave here as very
competent dentists
who become the partners,
colleagues or successors
of clinicians throughout
the state.

”

–dean connie drisko
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Dental Profession Loses
Rep. Charlie Norwood

Scholarship Endowment
Established in Memory of
Charlie Norwood
The Congressman Charlie
Norwood, D.D.S. Scholarship
Endowment has been established in
the School of Dentistry.
“ I think the scholarship fund at
the dental school in Augusta would
be exactly what he would desire,” said
Gloria Norwood, his widow. “To aid
dental students with the cost of their
educations would be a living legacy to
his work both in dentistry and in
health care.”
The Reserve Officers Association,
Department of Georgia also made a
gift in his memory to the building
fund.
To make a contribution in
Rep. Norwood’s memory, visit
www.mcg.edu, click on Give to MCG,
then Give Today and follow the
prompts, or mail a check made
payable to the MCG Foundation to:
MCG School of Dentistry
Attn: Dale Crail
AD-1112
Augusta GA 30912
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U.S. Rep. Charles “Charlie” Norwood, a tireless
health care proponent who practiced dentistry in
Augusta before his 1994 election to the U.S. House of
Representatives, died Feb. 13 at age 65.
“Charlie was a tremendous advocate for the
School of Dentistry, but more importantly for health
care as a whole,” said Dean Connie Drisko. “His
nationwide platform enabled him to help vast
numbers of people on a very broad scale, particularly
through his promotion of a patients’ bill of rights.”
Born in Valdosta, Ga., Rep. Norwood earned an
undergraduate degree from Georgia Southern
University and a dental degree from Georgetown
University, where he served as president of the dental
student body. He served in the Army Dental Corps
with a combat tour in Vietnam, where he was one of
the first participants in an Army outreach program
that delivered dentists to forward firebases. He also
provided some of the first field-based dental
treatment of military guard dogs and assisted in
non-dental trauma care in Mobile Army Surgical
Hospitals. He received two Bronze Star Medals.
After his discharge, he began a dental practice in
Augusta where he became active in organized
dentistry. He served as president of the Georgia
Dental Association in 1983.
His election to the U.S. House of Representatives
marked the first time a Republican represented the
northeastern Georgia district since Reconstruction.
House members observed a moment of silence on the
day of his death, which followed an eight-year battle
with cancer.
Survivors include Gloria, his wife of 42 years, two
sons and four grandchildren.

“

“charlie was a
tremendous advocate
for the school of
dentistry, but more
importantly for health
care as a whole.”

“it has been said that
some men extend their
efforts far beyond the
accepted norm, and
that best describes
mike rainwater.”

–dean connie drisko

–dr. michael b. rogers

Giants in Field
Dr. Mike Rainwater
The dental profession lost a
true friend and leader when
Dr. Mike Rainwater died Dec. 23
at age 54.
Born in Macon, Ga.,
Dr. Rainwater was a 1977
graduate of the School of
Dentistry and practiced in
Riverdale. He was named the
school’s Distinguished Alumnus
in 2002.
He wrote a job study on
dentistry for a school assignment
at age 14, and from that point
on, he never wavered in his desire
to be a dentist. His family
dentist, Dr. Peter Holliday, 1979
Georgia Dental Association
president, encouraged him in the
profession.
Following his 1974
graduation with honors from
Mercer University, he entered the
School of Dentistry and was
junior class vice president and the
student representative on the
Admissions Committee. He
completed two summer
externships on the Navajo Indian
Reservation in Crownpoint, N.M.
Dr. Rainwater was elected
Georgia Dental Association
president in 2001, after serving
as vice president and presidentelect. He was the first MCG
alumnus to hold a GDA state
office, serving as editor of GDA
Action for over five years. As
editor, he authored over 60
editorials and articles in GDA
and other publications. His
editorials were reprinted in
numerous journals, including the
ADA Dental Editor’s Digest and
the ADA News.
Dr. Rainwater was in the
second year of a four-year term
as trustee of the American Dental
Association Fifth District at the
time of his death. He served
seven years as a delegate or
alternate from the GDA to the

ADA House of Delegates and
chaired the delegation for
three years.
“Organized dentistry will
deeply miss Mike Rainwater,” said
Dr. Michael B. Rogers, president
of the Georgia Dental
Association and an Augusta
orthodontist who completed his
residency at MCG in 1973.
“It has been said that some men
extend their efforts far beyond
the accepted norm, and that best
describes Mike Rainwater.”
Dr. Kathleen Roth, ADA
president, said, “Dr. Rainwater
has been a strong voice of
leadership for our profession,
and his passing has come way
too early for all of us who called
him a friend and colleague.
He will be sorely missed at the
ADA board as well as throughout
the country.”
His involvement with the
ADA included serving on the
Editorial Board of the Journal of
the American Dental Association
and as chair of the ADA Council
on Dental Practice.
He was a member of the
Northern District Dental Society,
Thomas P. Hinman Dental
Society, Georgia Academy of
Dental Practice and South Metro
Dental Study Club, for which he
was a past president.
He was an honorable fellow
of the Georgia Dental
Association and fellow of the
Academy of General Dentistry,
Pierre Fauchard Academy,
American College of Dentists and
International College of Dentists.
He is survived by his wife of
28 years, Susan Bell Rainwater,
daughters Cason and Kathryn,
parents Neal and Louise
Rainwater of Gainesville, Ga.,
and brother David Neal
Rainwater of Cordele, Ga.

Over $53,000 Contributed
in Dr. Rainwater’s Memory
Dr. Rainwater’s family requested
that remembrances be made to the
School of Dentistry building fund.
At press time, over $53,000 has been
received in gifts and pledges from his
friends and associates.
Dr. Marie Schweinebraten,
his friend, colleague and successor as
American Dental Association Fifth
District trustee, is heading an effort
to encourage even more dentists and
individuals to honor his memory
in this way.
To make a contribution in
Dr. Rainwater’s memory, visit
www.mcg.edu, click on Give to MCG,
then Give Today and follow the
prompts, or mail a check made
payable to the MCG Foundation to:
MCG School of Dentistry
Attn: Dale Crail
AD-1112
Augusta GA 30912
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Grant Expands Student Opportunities

nate dorn photo

T

leigh griffeth (right), a
senior mcg dental student,
works at good samaritan
health center.

he Medical College of Georgia is among
19 universities nationwide to receive a
one-year federal grant that adds six
rotations throughout the state for senior
dental students, a new pediatric dentistry rotation
and a loan-forgiveness program.
The U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services grant:
■ Places students in four public health sites across
the state—Columbus, Dalton, Rome and
Dublin—and two private clinics in the Atlanta
area on a two-week basis;
■ Bolsters MCG’s pediatric dentistry training
program by adding a rotation at the Children’s
Healthcare of Atlanta Center for Craniofacial
Disorders;
■ Provides $25,000 per year in loan forgiveness
for two graduates who return to a dentally
underserved area to practice.
“These expansions will benefit patients
immediately as well as long-term,” said Dr. James
Barenie, associate dean for curriculum and
advanced education in the School of Dentistry.
“There’s an immediate benefit for those being
treated by the pediatric dentistry residents now and
a long-term goal of increasing the number of MCG
graduates who choose to practice in dentally
underserved communities.”

“these expansions will benefit patients
immediately as well as long-term.”
–dr. james barenie
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Private and public practitioners who are newly
appointed MCG faculty members will supervise the
students at the new teaching sites. The preceptors
will receive development training from the Georgia
Statewide Area Health Education Centers.
The grant offers an excellent opportunity for
students to experience public health and serve lowincome patients, said Dr. Thomas Duval, director
of the Oral Health Section in the Georgia
Department of Human Resources, who worked
with Dr. Hanes to arrange the new rotations.
Leigh Griffeth, a senior dental student, was one
of the first students to rotate at a new site. She
spent two weeks in January working at the Good
Samaritan Health Center, a Christian medical,
dental, counseling and health education ministry
that works with the poor, homeless, and medically
indigent in the Atlanta area.
“We were able to do things you would do in a
regular private-practice setting,” she explained.
“We did hygiene checks, dentures, crowns and
bridges and other restorative work.”
The experience was enlightening for Jared
Staples, a fourth-year dental student who worked
for two weeks with Dr. Nancy Williams, district
dental director at the Whitfield County Health
Department in Dalton.
“It’s a good feeling to help kids who probably
wouldn’t have access to dental care without the
health department,” he said. “And I was pleasantly
surprised by how nice and technologically
advanced the facility was; they have two hygiene
chairs, four operatories, digital X-ray and
computerized charts. It gives people who have
considered public health a chance to see what it’s
like without making a commitment.”
The new rotation at the Children’s Healthcare
of Atlanta Center for Craniofacial Disorders will
help alleviate the state’s shortage of pediatric
dentists, according to Dr. Jack Thomas, an MCG
alumnus and director of pediatric dentistry at
the center.

“This grant has allowed us to combine MCG’s
strong academic base in pediatric dentistry with
our extensive clinical experience,” he said.
“We have one of the largest craniofacial programs
in the country.”
The rotation also exposes students to critically
ill pediatric patients.
“We are confident this partnership will
eventually increase the number of pediatric dental
residents as well as the number of dentists
interested in working with special-needs children,”
said Dr. Thomas.
The graduates who receive loan forgiveness will
serve in a designated dental health profession
shortage area for the length of their loan
forgiveness, treat Medicaid and PeachCare patients
and provide some level of indigent care.
Kim Miller

“it’s a good feeling to help kids
who probably wouldn’t have
access to dental care without the
health department.”
–jared staples
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dr. daniel levy looks on as
rachel glover holds son
cameron before his
surgery.

Molding Procedure
Reshapes Babies’ Futures

A

s Rachel Glover holds her
4-month-old son,
Cameron, he squirms like
any normal baby.
She kisses his face and whispers
to him.
“Shhhhh. It’s OK,” she says as
he calms down.
To any onlooker, Cameron
appears to be the picture of
health—a normal, happy baby.
But then, Dr. Daniel Levy, an
MCG orthodontist, steps in and
places a small, acrylic appliance on
the roof of Cameron’s mouth.
He begins to squirm again, but
doesn’t cry.
“He’s gotten used to this,”
Mrs. Glover says.
Cameron, the third child of
Mrs. Glover and her husband,
Joseph, was born with a complete
unilateral cleft lip and palate, a
congenital condition that deforms
oral and nasal structures. The
condition is usually characterized
by a gap in the upper lip that
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extends to the base of the nose,
and an opening between the roof
of the mouth and the nasal cavity.
The condition affects not only
appearance but health, since it
often impedes eating.
But Dr. Levy, the newest faculty
member of the Department of
Orthodontics, can help.
Nasoalveolar molding,
Dr. Levy’s specialty, is a
pre-surgical technique that uses
an acrylic molding plate to
encourage the palatal bones to
grow together instead of apart.
In babies with cleft lip and
palate, the nose is often severely
deformed and appears collapsed.
Using the molding procedure, an
orthodontist can change not only
the anatomy of the palate, but the
shape of the nose.
“This appliance reshapes the
nose cartilage during a very active
growth period. The result is
elongation of the columella, the
lower part of the nasal septum,

baby chico, a patient of
dr. levy’s during a
mission trip, before and
after surgery.

“more than making
them look better, this
can drastically improve
the quality of life for
the baby and parents.
this appliance helps
them learn to eat and
modifies the form and
structure of the
affected region.”
–dr. daniel levy

and an improvement in the symmetry
and projection of the nose,” Dr. Levy
says. “More than making them look
better, this can drastically improve
the quality of life for the baby and
parents. This appliance helps them
learn to eat and modifies the form
and structure of the affected region.”
When Cameron was born,
Mrs. Glover says, she was so happy
to have a healthy baby that she barely
noticed the cleft. She had been told
at 20 weeks that her son would be
born with the birth defect, so she
was somewhat prepared.
“That (the cleft) was the least of
my concerns with him,” she says.
“The ventricles on his brain were
dilated almost the entire time I was
pregnant but closed up right before
he was born. I knew what to expect
with the cleft. There was just this
feeling of warmth when I held him for
the first time.”
But there was no denying that
Cameron was different.
He had difficulty eating for the
first few weeks of life, so his parents
had to purchase special bottle
nipples—called pigeon nipples
because of their shape—to help him
learn to suck from a bottle.
They knew they had to do
something and, at the
recommendation of their doctor at
home, they traveled three hours from
Fort Stewart, Ga., to Augusta for a
consultation with Dr. Jack Yu, an
MCG plastic surgeon.
Dr. Levy, a member of the MCG
Cleft Palate Team, approached the
Glovers about this new technique.
To treat children using
nasoalveolar molding, the acrylic
plate is inserted during their first few
weeks of life. Adjustments are made
every week by changing the shape of
the acrylic appliance. Because
newborn bones are still very flexible,
the process causes the bones of the
palate to grow together. The molding
plate also creates a barrier between
the nose and mouth, which doesn’t
exist in babies with this condition.
“It wasn’t very easy when
Cameron first got the appliance,”
Mrs. Glover says. “He was crying all
the time and if I took it out, he would
stop. But it made it easier for him to

eat and so, gradually, we all got used
to it.”
As the bones in the roof of his
mouth grew closer together, Dr. Levy
added a nasal extension to
Cameron’s appliance. That extension
permanently modified the shape of
his nasal cartilage, which now
resembles the normal shape of
a nose.
Constant adjustments and
checkups have made weekly threehour trips to Augusta a necessity for
the Glovers since Cameron was only
one week old.
But it’s all been worth it, his
mother says.
“For all that he’s been through,
he’s such a happy kid. He smiles all
the time,” Mrs. Glover says. “I think
it’s going to be a great testimony for
him as he gets older. He’ll be able to
look at himself then and realize what
he went through—what we all went
through—during the first few months
of his life.”
It’s a trial that’s now in the past
for the Glover family.
On Feb. 6, just shy of turning
5 months old, Cameron underwent
what will likely be his only plastic
surgery to close the gap in his upper
lip. Because the nasoalveolar molding
technique prepares the lip and bone
tissues for surgery by stretching them
to normal size, this pre-surgical

technique usually makes “touch-up”
cosmetic surgeries unnecessary.
There’s just one problem for
the Glovers.
“His smile won’t be as big,”
Mrs. Glover says. “I think I’m actually
going to miss that cleft. I’m just so
thankful for everything that Dr. Levy
has been able to do for us.”
She’s not the only one.
“I’m thrilled about this addition
to our services,” says Dr. Eladio
DeLeon, Goldstein Chair of
Orthodontics. “Dr. Levy’s unique
area of expertise in pre-surgical
orthopedics will benefit the School of
Dentistry and countless babies in the
surrounding area.”
Jennifer Hilliard

dr. daniel levy
MCG Word of Mouth
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Dr. Pashley Honored for Career Achievements

D

r. David H. Pashley,
Regents Professor of Oral
Biology and Maxillofacial
Pathology, has received
the MCG Research Institute’s
inaugural Distinguished Research
Award for his career
accomplishments.
The award recognizes significant,
sustained contributions to research
for at least five years.
Dr. Pashley’s groundbreaking
research on dentin bonding has
earned him wide recognition and
continuous National Institutes of
Health funding for the past 33 years.

reliable and practical way to bond
polymers to teeth and a much better
understanding of the epidemiology of
pulpal infection. His work has, quite
literally, saved millions from disease
and pain.”
Dr. Pashley is a past recipient of
the Buonocore Award and the
Hollenback Memorial Prize from the
Academy of Operative Dentistry and
the Wilmer Souder Award for
Distinguished Scientists in Dental
Materials from the International
Association for Dental Research.
He is a fellow of the Academy of
Dental Materials and a two-time

dr. pashley’s groundbreaking
research on dentin bonding has
earned him wide recognition and
continuous national institutes
of health funding for the past
33 years.

The author of more than 450
scholarly articles, he is recognized
internationally as a pulp biology
expert and has served as president of
the pulp biology group of the
International Association for Dental
Research.
“He pioneered the idea that
tooth dentin was permeable to fluids
and that this permeability was central
to sensation, infectious diseases and
tooth restoration,” Dr. John Wataha,
professor of oral biology and
maxillofacial pathology, wrote in a
nomination letter. “Because of his
quest, we have toothpastes and
mouth rinses to desensitize teeth, a
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recipient of an MCG Outstanding
Faculty Award.
He is a member of the American
and Georgia Dental Associations, the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science, the
American Physiological Society, the
American Association of Endodontics
and the International Association for
Dental Research.
Dr. Pashley received his dental
degree from the University of Oregon
and earned a Ph.D. in physiology
from the University of Rochester.
Jennifer Hilliard

A Student’s
Perspective

MICHAEL WEILER
Third-Year School of Dentistry
student Michael Weiler writes a
regular column in Word of Mouth
chronicling his experiences at MCG.

The Extracted Truth:
How to Practice Painless Dentistry

P

racticing comprehensive
dentistry as we do at MCG
can be a painful experience—
especially for the dental
student.
For one thing, there’s all the
pressure. Pressure occurs when
mounting demands to pass a
competency are confined within a
narrow and unyielding subjective
grading scale. If unrelieved, this
pressure can lead to unsightly facial
papules, chronic social necrosis and
ultimately, failure to thrive.
The afflicted dental student will
benefit greatly from activities that
allow pressure to properly vent. This
can be done in many ways. Some
students find solace by sitting in a
deer stand for many hours without
moving. Others find relief in the
breathtaking vistas along I-20
between Augusta and Atlanta.. And
the thrill of skipping class or clinic to
play Forest Hills is truly therapeutic
for many.
While the pressure of dental
school comes and goes, large voids
of loneliness often linger. The
excruciating irony here is that the
only people on earth who truly
understand the desolation of dental
school—dentists themselves—are the
last people on earth who feel sorry
for you. (It’s true, we don’t have to
set our own denture teeth or wax and
cast our own crowns.)
Lonely dental students must find
alternative ways to fill these voids or
risk academic infarction. For swinging
singles, a new relationship can
provide much-needed meaning (or it
can utterly destroy your GPA and
send your life into a downward spiral
for an entire semester).. For the more
adventurous, a wife and child(ren)

can provide necessary balance and
fulfillment. Perhaps the safest bet is a
pet, who will lavish you with
unconditional affection for relatively
little emotional investment.
The pressure and loneliness of
dental school are often accompanied
by chronic swelling. The etiology here
is simple: too many trips to Fat Man’s
and not enough exercise. There are a
number of ways to avoid the dental
school addition, not the least of
which is to work out at the Wellness
Center after class. (Don’t let the
horde of medical students at the
beginning of the semester discourage
you—it won’t be long before they
stop coming.)
Another solution is to experience
the dental school’s best motivational
speaker, Dr. Warren Karp, who will,
at the very least, make you think
twice about ever eating at a
lunch’n’learn again. Another option
(which is often not a choice) is to
skip lunch in lieu of lab work. If all
else fails, you can probably lose
weight—and eliminate every
conceivable obstacle to perpetual
health—by drinking copious amounts
of green tea.
As if dental school wasn’t painful
enough, however, there’s also the
financial hemorrhage. This
phenomenon undergoes a sort of
reverse hemostasis in which the loss
is fairly light early on and actually
increases quite substantially with
time. In practice, this hazard is most
commonly managed by borrowing
even more money. But if working
weekends at Wendy’s or applying for
work study isn’t your thing, perhaps
the only consolation here is telling
yourself—over and over and over
again—that this is all actually an

investment. To prevent yourself from
focusing too much on such
overwhelming accumulation, it is
best to live within a reasonable
budget while setting aside a little
money for enjoyable diversions.
Yet another painful side effect of
dental school is binging and
purging—more commonly referred to
as study and regurgitation. Just when
you think you have nothing left to
hurl onto the scantron, there’s always
tomorrow. And the next day. And the
week after that. Coping with this type
of pain often involves burning or
trashing notes on the way out the
door after the exam or refusing to
study at all. But this vicious cycle is
best handled by simply trying to
retain the information in the first
place, although this is not the most
popular method by far.
Finally, there’s the sting of
rejection. This can come in a variety
of forms: little pieces of paper stuffed
in your mailbox, exam keys on the
class bulletin board (almost every
answer brings a fresh wave of failure),
or final grades posted online. To cope
with rejection, dental students must
try urgently to belong. We all try to
fit in on some level: being elected to
a class office, playing fantasy football
or writing a column for the school
magazine—anything to try to forget
the fact that we’re failing
microbiology.
In dental school we learn, along
with everything else, that the best
way to deal with failure is to get back
up and fight on. Do that for long
enough, and the pain actually turns
into satisfaction.
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Students Serve Up Smiles for Needy Adults

I

t’s a scene too often seen in the
dental chair: A victim of domestic
abuse loses her four front teeth
but can’t afford to fix them.
“My patient decided to live with it
because she couldn’t pay for the root
canals and crowns to save her smile,”
explained senior dental student
Nathan Dallas. “It was
heartbreaking.”
Stories like these prompted Mr.
Dallas to create Give a Smile, a
student organization to subsidize
patient care. Give a Smile will assist

maximum amount of people,” Mr.
Dallas said. “It’s so important
because, for me, a smile is essential to
being happy. When you’re selfconscious about your smile, it trickles
into all other parts of your life,
including your overall health. Many
times, it’s a matter of $200 that can
change someone’s life.”
So far, the group has received an
anonymous donation of $10,000 and
a declaration of support from Dean
Connie Drisko.
“We are very supportive of this
student-initiated philanthropic
endeavor to help support the dental
needs of their patients,” she
said. “Our students are caring and
compassionate individuals and have
come up with this unique way to
contribute their time and money to
support our overall goal of providing
better patient- and family-centered
care at the MCG School of Dentistry.”

Give a Smile, which now boasts 25
student members, will hold
fundraisers soon to ensure their
efforts will continue. Though Mr.
Dallas will graduate in May, he is
happy to leave MCG a little better
than he found it.
“The way this organization took
off really demonstrates how much
MCG students care about people,
especially after being here and
witnessing what some patients go
through,” he said. “It’s an experience
that makes you realize how blessed
you are to have the opportunities
you’ve had. We may not be able to
help everyone, but it’s satisfying to
know that a few more people will
receive ideal dental care that
otherwise couldn’t.”
Kim Miller

senior nathan dallas

motivated patients by paying at least
a portion of their bill.
“I started talking to faculty and
other students and discovered there
were a lot of caring people who
wanted to help,” he said. “Slowly, we
began building an idea of who we
were and what we wanted to
achieve.”
Dental students will present cases
of patients in need, including the
desired treatment plan and how
much the patient can pay, to a board
of faculty and students. The board
will meet monthly to determine which
cases to take on and how much they
can contribute.
“We are looking for all the
support we can so we can help the
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...and Don’t Forget the Kids!
dentists throughout the state were on campus in february to
volunteer their services for the fifth annual give kids a smile day.
the event, one of hundreds nationwide sponsored by the american
dental association and crest oral health care, consisted of dental
and dental hygiene students, faculty and volunteers providing free
oral health education, preventive care and restorative dentistry
to richmond county schoolchildren. pictured, dental hygienist
cameka keeton helps bryson harris sink his teeth into a healthy smile.

newsBITES
Dr. Callan Receives Teaching Award
Dr. Richard Callan (’83), assistant professor of oral rehabilitation, has
received a teaching excellence award from the Georgia Section of the Pierre
Fauchard Academy.
The academy, founded in 1936, is an international dental organization
named for the father of modern dentistry. The Excellence in Dental
Education Award recognizes clinical excellence and encourages junior
faculty members to stay in academic dentistry.
Dr. Callan maintained a private practice for 17 years before joining the
MCG faculty in 2000.
“Dr. Callan’s wealth of experience treating patients provides real-world
exposure for students,” said Dean Connie Drisko. “He is a tremendous
asset to our school.”
Kim Miller

School Mourns Loss of Retired Faculty

Distinguished Dentist of the Year

The School of Dentistry bids a sad farewell to two
recently deceased retired faculty members:
Dr. Paul Kenneth Morse, Professor Emeritus of Dental
Education, died Jan. 21 at age 82 in Ocala, Fla.
Dr. Morse was born in Detroit. He earned a
bachelor’s degree from Taylor University, master’s and
Ph.D. degrees from the University of Michigan and a
divinity degree from McCormick Theological
Seminary. He was an ordained minister of the
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. and a member of Greater
Atlanta Presbytery. He served on the editorial board
of the Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry for many years.
An avid genealogist, he was a member of the
Morse Society, contributing information that he and
his wife, Jean, compiled through their visits to county
courthouses, libraries and other sites. During his
retirement years in Georgia and Florida, he frequently
volunteered, teaching safe-driving courses to seniors,
offering tax-preparation services, manning soup
kitchens and filling temporarily vacant pulpits, among
other services. He enjoyed bowling, walking, reading,
watching sports and playing with his grandchildren.
Survivors in addition to his wife include sons
David, Steven and Mark, four grandchildren, a sister
and brother.
The school also says goodbye to Dr. William R.
Wege, a founding faculty member who died Jan. 14 in
Louisville, Ga. Dr. Wege’s son, Dr. William E. Wege, is
a 1974 School of Dentistry alumnus. The senior Dr.
Wege, who served as an associate professor from
1967-88, died at age 80.

Dean Connie Drisko has been named
the Distinguished Dentist of the Year by
the Georgia section of the Pierre
Fauchard Academy. She received the
award during the organization’s February
meeting. The Pierre Fauchard Academy,
founded in 1936 and named for the
father of modern dentistry, is an
international honorary dental
organization that supports ethics in
dentistry through service.
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newsBITES
New OKU Members Sport Stoles
Members of MCG’s Kappa Lambda
Chapter of Omicron Kappa Upsilon donned
the OKU stole, the official insignia signifying
membership in the national dental
organization, during the School of
Dentistry’s 2006 Hooding Ceremony.
The stole is worn as part of members’
academic attire. Pictured are Kappa
Lambda Chapter President Michael Shrout
(back row, center) with Jason McGovern
(clockwise back row from left),
Justin Hodges, Amber Lawson,
Valerie Woods, Martha Harden and
Ilisa Stern.

Orthodontics Facelift

The Orthodontics Clinic, located on the second floor of the
dental school, recently underwent a $132,000 renovation
allowing better faculty supervision and optimal collaboration.
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Dental Couple Reach Out to Community
Drs. Richard and Becky Weinman
know all too well that Atlanta
residents’ dental needs extend far
beyond the confines of their
Buckhead dental office.
So the Weinmans’ services extend
beyond their office, as well.
The Weinmans supplement their
practice with extensive volunteerism.
Dr. Richard Weinman, immediate
past president of the Georgia Dental
Association and a 1976 MCG School
of Dentistry alumnus, serves on the
Executive Committee of the Ben
Massell Dental Clinic in Atlanta,
offering low-cost and no-cost dental
services to the area’s underprivileged
residents. Jewish Family Services is
the parent charitable organization
and United Way funds the clinic’s
services. The clinic’s approximately
80 dentists are volunteers, and many
MCG students rotate through the
clinic. A fundraising campaign is
under way to equip its new building.
“The people served at the clinic
are people who would go without
care otherwise,” said Dr. Weinman.
“I love interacting with people and
being able to help them with their
problems.”

“i feel it’s part of giving back.
i’ve been able to lead a
charmed life. i’ve had the
opportunity to do well, to
provide for my family, to do
something i love doing.”
–dr. richard weinman

His wife volunteers with the
Partnership Against Domestic
Violence Face to Face Program, also
funded by the United Way, helping
restore the battered smiles of victims
of domestic abuse. She recently
received the group’s Hope Award for
her efforts.
“She treats them in her office, so
it’s a relaxed, easy setting,”
Dr. Weinman said. “These women are
so physically battered that they feel

they can’t show their faces until
they’re healed. It’s a big, big first step
to help them face the world again.”
The Weinmans, the parents of
two children, agree that volunteerism
is one of the most fulfilling aspects of
their careers. “You get so much back,
and the patients are so grateful for
anything you do for them,”
Dr. Weinman said.
The Weinmans also are staunch
supporters of MCG, recently making
a $10,000 commitment to the School
of Dentistry building imperative to
help ensure the best possible
education for future students. “I feel
it’s part of giving back,” he said. “I’ve
been able to lead a charmed life. I’ve
had the opportunity to do well, to
provide for my family, to do
something I love doing…. It’s just
incredible, and now it’s my turn to
help so the school can provide for the
next generation of students.”

georgia dental association photo

Christine Hurley Deriso

drs. richard and
becky weinman

Correction
Dr. Frederick Rueggeberg’s name was misspelled in the fall 2006 edition
of Word of Mouth. We regret the error.
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Dr. Orrington Sets Sights on Altruism

G

“i got an excellent
education at mcg.
you cannot beat
the education at mcg,
and I am happy to
support that opportunity
for future generations
of students.”
–dr. james orrington
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oal-setting has always served
Dr. James Orrington well. It
served him well as a high
school student, when his
love of math and biology propelled him
to aim for dental school—a lofty dream,
considering that neither of his parents
had graduated from high school.
It served him well when he enrolled
in the MCG School of Dentistry in
1969, intent on getting the best
possible education despite the
challenge of being one of the first
two African-American students in the
school.
It served him well when he
established his dental practice in
Chicago, determined to offer excellent
service to his patients.
But Dr. Orrington’s latest goal is
actually serving others well. And that’s
exactly what he had in mind.
“I made a goal to establish a
lifetime scholarship at MCG, Tuskegee
University (my undergraduate alma
mater) and my church,” he said. “I
planned to do it after my death but
then decided to do it during my
lifetime.”
The result—the McRae/Orrington
Scholarship Endowment, created by the
late Dr. Jimmy Walker Jr. (’75) in honor
of Dr. Orrington (’73) and his fellow
African-American classmate, Dr.
Matthew McRae Jr.—will ensure a legacy
of altruism as untold future generations
of students benefit from their
generosity.
The endowment has grown to over
$69,000 since it was established in
1994. Well over 200 gifts have been
contributed since its inception. The
endowment stands to grow even more
with Dr. Orrington’s most recent gift.
He and his wife, Mary, have made a
commitment to the school through a
charitable gift annuity. With their
planned gift, the Orringtons became
the most recent members of the
Milton Antony Guild, which recognizes
donors who have generously provided
or promised gifts to MCG through
bequests, trusts and other life
income gifts.

“I got an excellent education at
MCG,” said Dr. Orrington, who opened
his Chicago practice 31 years ago after
completing the country’s first general
practice residency at the Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Center in
Hines, Ill. “You cannot beat the
education at MCG, and I am happy to
support that opportunity for future
generations of students.”
He and his partner serve some
20,000 patients, and he enjoys every
minute of his work. “I look forward to
my practice each day,” he said. “Being a
dentist, seeing patients, working with
people … I love it.”
He amasses over 100 hours of
continuing education annually, eager
to stay abreast of advances in the
field and pass the benefits along to
his patients.
Dr. Orrington passed his
enthusiasm along to his two children.
His son is a dentist, and his daughter is
completing a surgery residency.
“I always told them, ‘Do what you like
doing in life. Don’t do it for the money.
Do it for the love.’ I guess they saw how
much I like what I’m doing.”
He anticipates retiring seven years
from now at age 70, but his idea of
retirement is somewhat elastic. “I’ve
got to find something to do, even if I
manage the office or answer the
telephone,” he said. “I want to stay in
dentistry as a volunteer.”
His commitment to future
generations of dentists will also endure.
“You can’t take it with you,” he said of
income. “And it’s not really mine to
take. If I have it, I want to give it away.”
For more information about the
McRae/Orrington Scholarship
Endowment, or to make a contribution,
contact Dale Crail, director of
development, at 706-721-8614 or
dcrail@mcg.edu.

LIZZIE WILSON

Staff Spotlight

Employee’s Service Spans Three Decades

W

hen Lizzie Wilson applied for
a job at the Medical College of
Georgia some three decades
ago, she was a young mother looking for
a way to support her little boy. Today,
that little boy is 35, and Ms. Wilson is
still at MCG.
Most of those years have been spent
in the School of Dentistry where, as a
member of the Environmental Services
team, Ms. Wilson is on duty by 6 a.m.
weekdays helping to keep the facilities
neat, clean and functional.
“I like the environment,” she said.
“The people are so nice. I’ve made great
friends here. They love me, and I love
them.”
Ms. Wilson, who also has an
18-year-old daughter, is originally from
Burke County in Georgia but has called
Augusta home for more than 40 years.
Her job is fulfilling but demanding,
she said, leaving little time for R&R. She
does manage to stay active in her church,
however, and she looks forward to
retirement in a few years. How will she
spend it? “I plan on relaxing, doing a
little traveling and enjoying life.”
Christine Hurley Deriso

“i like the environment. the people are
so nice. i’ve made great friends here.
they love me and i love them, too.”
lizzie wilson
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Development
DALE CRAIL
DIRECTOR
706-721-8614
dcrail@mcg.edu

The i nformation on the facing page is not intended as legal,
tax or i nvestment advice. For such advice, please consult an
attorney, tax professional or investment professional.
Copyright © The Stelter Company,
All rights reserved
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The Gift of a Lifetime

M

any of our alumni and friends
who give back to their alma
mater choose to support the
School of Dentistry through

planned gifts.
Dr. James Orrington elected this method
when he made the gift of a lifetime with the
creation of a charitable gift annuity which
will provide him and his wife with an annual
income for the rest of their lives.
Just as there are numerous reasons for a
person to give, there are many ways to
contribute to the school. By far the easiest
and simplest way is through a gift of cash.
The impact can be immediate and results
readily apparent.
Careful gift planning is another way to
support the school. Gifts made through
estates, wills and similar means can extend
far beyond your lifetime and have an
enduring effect on the future of the School
of Dentistry. And, the gift can yield
significant tax and income benefits for
the donor.
Whether you want to eliminate taxes or
benefit from an increased income stream,
there is a gift to fit every objective.
And no matter how or what you give, rest
assured that you are helping a cause close
to your heart.
The following chart details a gift vehicle
for every goal. After determining the gift
that is right for you, meet with your
financial advisor or, to begin your planning
process, contact me, Dale Crail, School of
Dentistry director of development, at
706-721-8614, or Tony Duva, associate
vice president for gift planning, at
706-721-1939.
Regardless of how you choose to make
your gift, your investment in the School of
Dentistry is important and appreciated.

Make a quick and easy gift

Outright gift

■ Donate cash, securities or personal property
■ Income tax deduction; avoid capital gains tax

Make a revocable gift
during your lifetime

Living trust

■ Name us beneficiary of assets in a living trust
■ Control of trust for lifetime; possible estate
tax savings

Defer a gift until after
your lifetime

Bequest in will

■ Name us in your will
■ Donation exempt from federal estate taxes

Make a large gift with
little cost to yourself

Life insurance gift

■ Give a policy with us as owner and beneficiary
■ Current income tax deduction;
possible future deductions

Avoid the twofold taxation
on retirement plan assets

Retirement plan gift

■ Name us as beneficiary of the remainder
of the assets after your lifetime
■ Avoid heavily taxed gift to heirs, allow less
costly gifts

Avoid capital gains tax on
the sale of a home or other
real estate

Real estate gift

■ Donate property to us, or sell it at a
bargain price
■ Immediate income tax deduction;
avoid capital gains tax

Give your personal
residence or farm, but
continue to live there

Retained life estate

■ Designate the ownership of your home to us,
but retain occupancy
■ Charitable income tax deduction and lifetime
use of home

Secure a fixed and often
increased income

Charitable remainder
annuity trust

■ Charitable trust pays you a set
income annually
■ Immediate income tax deduction and fixed
income for life

Create a hedge against
inflation over the long term

Charitable remainder
unitrust

■ Trust that pays a percentage of the trust’s
assets, valued annually
■ Immediate income tax deduction, annual
income for life that has potential to increase

Supplement income with
fixed annual payments

Charitable gift annuity

■ Enter a contract with us, in which we’ll pay
you fixed payments annually
■ Current and future savings on income taxes;
fixed payments for life

Reduce gift and estate
taxes on assets passing
to heirs

Charitable lead trust

■ Trust that pays a fixed or variable income to
us for a set term, then passes to heirs
■ Reduced size of taxable estate; keeps property
in family, often with reduced gift taxes
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The Milton Antony Guild

The Milton Antony Guild was
established to ensure the university’s
continued success through the support
of alumni and friends.
The guild, named in honor of the
founder of the Medical College of
Georgia, recognizes donors who have
generously provided or promised gifts to
MCG through bequests, trusts and other
life income gifts.
Membership in the Milton Antony
Guild also includes anyone who notifies
MCG of the intent to support MCG
through a will, trust or life income gift.
School of Dentistry supporters who
are members:
Drs. Richard and Connie Drisko*
Dr. Emile Fisher*
Dr. and Mrs. John Harden*
Dr. and Mrs. John Horvath
Dr. and Mrs. James Orrington

If you have remembered the school
in your will, or would like to learn more
about gift planning, please contact
Dale Crail, School of Dentistry director
of development, at 706-721-8614,
or
Tony Duva, associate vice president
for gift planning, at 706-721-1939.

*milton antony guild founding members

Perpetuating the Vision
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More Than a Building
The School of Dentistry Imperative
$1,219,762.30: Gifts and pledges to date toward
construction of a new dental school facility.

$110,000

Dr. Emile Fisher

$

6,500

Dr. Michael R. Worthy

$105,000

Dr. Walter Stewart

$

5,000

Dr. Andrew R. Allgood

$100,000

AF TCO Associates

$

5,000

Dr. and Mrs. Steven R. Goldberg

$ 51,000

Dr. David Perry

$

5,000

Dr. and Mrs. Ty Ivey

$ 50,000

Drs. Richard and Connie Drisko

$

5,000

Thomas P. Hinman Dental Society

$ 50,000

Dr. Wayne Hester

$

4,000

Dr. James Matthew Mazzawi

$ 50,000

Dr. Isaac F. Holton Jr.

$

3,500

Dr. and Mrs. Doug Clepper

$ 50,000

Dr. R. Steven Powell and Mrs. Deborah Taylor Powell, R.D.H.

$

2,500

Western District Dental Society

$ 50,000

Dr. Mike Rogers

$

2,000

Dr. Celia P. Dunn

$ 50,000

Dr. Marie Schweinebraten and Dr. Chris McFarland

$

2,000

Dr. Judson S. Hickey

$ 50,000

Dr. Barrett Trotter

$

2,000

Dr. Mark Ritz

$ 50,000

Atlanta Dental Study Club

$

2,000

Dr. Michael O. Vernon

$ 50,000

Georgia Dental Association

$

1,500

School of Dentistry Class of 2006

$ 50,000

Georgia Society of Periodontists

$

1,300

Dr. Glenn Sosabee

$

1,075

Reserve Officers Association,
Department of Georgia

$ 30,000

Dr. Aubrey F. Hedrick Jr.

$ 30,000

School of Dentistry Alumni Association

$ 25,000

Dr. George MacMaster

$

1,000

Dr. B. David Barrett

$ 25,000

Dr. Edward H. “Chip” Mohme

$

1,000

Dr. Ronald L. Burton

$ 21,000

Dr. Dave C. Lee

$

1,000

Dr. J. David Carson

$ 20,000

Dr. Joe and Mrs. Sharon Chafin

$

1,000

Dr. David A. Causey

$ 20,000

Dr. Emmanuel C. Ngoh

$

1,000

Dr. and Mrs. L. Maxwell Ferguson

$ 15,000

Dr. Grant Q. Loo

$

1,000

Dr. Wayne W. Herman

$ 10,000

Mr. Dale and Mrs. Pam Crail

$

1,000

Dr. S. Douglas Katz

$ 10,000

Mrs. Jean C. Hickey

$

1,000

Dr. Renee B. Parrish

$ 10,000

Dr. and Mrs. John E. Horvath

$

1,000

Dr. Richard A. Smith

$ 10,000

Dr. Paul E. Pafford

$

1,000

Mr. James R. Smouse

$ 10,000

Dr. Richard A. Weinman

$

1,000

School of Dentistry Class of 2010

$ 10,000

American Dental Association/ADA Foundation

Numerous contributors at MCG Club Giving Levels

$ 10,000

Georgia Academy of Dental Practice

193 total donors

$ 10,000

MCG Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Some pledges made prior to Jan. 1, 2006
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EVENTS
2007 Continuing Education Courses
Editor’s note: Subject to change. Visit www.mcg.edu/ce/dental/html for updates and more information.
Call 706-721-3967 to be added to the e-mail update list.

March-December

July 6-9

Sept. 9-10

MCG/AAID Maxi Course in Implant
Dentistry, Augusta and Atlanta
Course directors: Drs. Roman Cibirka and
Edward Mills

Clinical Anatomy of the Head and Neck,
MCG campus
Course director: Dr. Mohamed Sharawy

International Restorative Dentistry
Conference 2007, Hong Kong
Course director: Dr. Daniel C.N. Chan

July 13-15

Oct. 5-7

Clinical Advances in a Restorative
Practice, Hilton Head Island, S.C.
Course director: Dr. Barry Hammond

Dental Hygiene Symposium,
Savannah, Ga.
Course directors: Dr. Keith Volkmann and
Marie Collins

Pedo at the Beach, Hilton Head Island, S.C.
Course director: Dr. Steven Adair

July 1-6

August

22nd Annual Symposium on General
Dentistry, St. Simons Island, Ga.
Course director: Dr. Kevin Frazier

Hinman/MCG Fellows Series,
Atlanta and Augusta
Course director: Dr. Van Haywood

May 26-28

School of Dentistry
Medical College of Georgia
1120 15th Street, AD-1112
Augusta, GA 30912
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Oct. 19-21
Dental Update for the General
Practitioner, Young Harris, Ga.
Course director: Dr. Van Haywood
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