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O
ne of our core principles 
is patient advocacy, 
an important part of 
professionalism and 

community service we hope our 
students will embrace when 
they graduate.
 We have partnered with the 
Georgia Dental Association, 
the American Dental Education 
Association and our own MCG 
leadership to bring opportunities 
for advocacy to our students. 
Many have been exposed to the 
process of representing the profession 
and our patients in legislative matters 
affecting oral health during recent 
Law Days at our state capitol and 
in Washington, D.C.
 The students met with our 
dental colleagues and strong 
supporters in the Georgia 
Legislature—Sens. Greg Goggans, 
Lee Hawkins and Lester Jackson—
as well as Rep. Ben Harbin, who 
has helped appropriate funding for 
our new building. Students have also 
called on many other local, state and 
national legislators in other forums.
 Our students understand the 
growing need for dentists and student 
organizations to make their voices 
heard. They have also learned it is 
each individual’s ethical responsibility 
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to be aware of issues that may affect 
their patients and to advocate for 
change when needed. 
 Jack O’Neil, a sophomore, 
has recently been named chair-elect 
of the Legislative Grassroots Network 
of the American Student Dental 
Association for 2009-10. Nearly 
100 percent of our students 
participate in the American Dental 
and Georgia American Dental 
Political Action Committees, evidence 
they see the merit in supporting 
these activities.
 We are proud of our students 
and faculty and their commitment 
to the profession and to the public. 
The School of Dentistry is raising 
awareness of the importance of 
advocacy and hopes you will note this 
commitment in future graduates.
 Thanks again to all the faculty, 
staff, students and friends of MCG 
who help make our program so well-
rounded and so outstanding!  n 

Dear Colleagues,

Connie Drisko, D.D.S.
Dean and Merritt Professor
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“I 
felt excitement and slight nervousness,” the senior dental student 
says about her recent meeting with U.S. congressmen from 
Georgia. “You’re wondering what’s going to happen.” 
 Sabina and 11 classmates flew to Washington, D.C., 

Feb. 11 to make their voices heard. They participated in a two-day public 
policy workshop sponsored by the American Dental Education Association 
and the American Student Dental Association. The workshop familiarizes 
students with issues critical to the practice of dentistry and offers interaction 
with lawmakers and staff on Capitol Hill. 
 “We need to be active in advocating because one day these legislators 
could pass a law that affects how we practice, and they need to be aware of 
all the repercussions,” Sabina says.
 Students spent the first day learning about public policy and Capitol Hill 
protocol. 
 “We were told, ‘The congressmen are ordinary citizens, just like you and 
me,’” Sabina says. “That relaxed us, but at the same time, you’re still a little 
nervous.”
 On the second day, students divided into two groups and met with the 
congressmen in hopes of garnering funding support for educational training 
and research on methamphetamine abuse and its effects on oral health. They 
also advocated for the National Health Service Corps, a program to encourage 
dentists and other health care providers to practice in under-represented 
areas.
 “This program was created in the 1970s and has lost significant funding 
in the last decade,” says Jack O’Neill, a sophomore dental student. “It’s a 
very important program, especially in Georgia where many people within the 
population have trouble gaining access to care, so we want to make sure 

They aren’t dentists, but they can definitely affect how 

dentistry is practiced in Georgia, so Sabina Gupta couldn’t 

wait to meet them.
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continued on 4

Legislative advocacy is the 
most valued GDA membership 

service, according to our 
2008 membership survey. 

The LAW program is 
an important part of our 

advocacy efforts, and 
to participate in a LAW Day, 

to be able to help shape the laws 
that affect your profession, is 

quite an experience. Hopefully, 
these students will now feel 

motivated to attend LAW Days 
after they graduate and become 

GDA member dentists.

–GDA President Dr. Mark Ritz
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we’re not left high and dry when 
legislators make decisions. It’s up 
to us to make them aware of what’s 
important to our profession.” 
 Jack, no stranger to public policy, 
was recently named chair-elect 
of the American Student Dental 
Association Legislative Grassroots 
Network and worked for three years 
as a legislative aide to Rep. Jack 
Kingston (R-Ga.).
 “For me, I love the process,” Jack 
says. “Just being involved is very 
invigorating, and it’s encouraging 
to see my peers take an interest in 
advocating and lobbying because it 
is so important.”

 Like Jack, senior dental student 
Ashley Moss has been interested 
in dental advocacy for years. She 
spent many childhood hours at her 
father’s orthodontics practice in 
Albany, Ga., learning about dentistry 
and watching him advocate for the 
profession. 
 “I’m a people person, so I could 
never sit back and watch things 
happen. I want to be involved,” 
Ashley says. “It was nice to be on 
Capitol Hill and see that the senators 
were genuinely willing to talk to us.”
 The students also brushed 
elbows with lawmakers closer to 
home. They traveled to Atlanta 
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School of Dentistry students Anna Schultz (from left), 
Sabina Gupta, Ashley Moss, Paul Trotter, 
William Bennett and Ryan Fulchi found time for 
sightseeing in the nation’s capital.



Feb. 4 to participate in Georgia 
Dental Association Law Day. This 
year’s event was named in honor of 
Dr. John F. Freihaut, a former board 
member of the American Dental 
Political Action Committee Board of 
Directors and former GDA president, 
who died of colon cancer in 2007. 
 Forty-five students met with 
legislators, sat in on a session and 
visited GDA’s headquarters. 
 “Before the students sat in on the 
session, we asked them to discuss 
House Bill 39, which is an excise 
tax on tobacco products,” says 
Nelda Greene, associate executive 
director of GDA. “This would be 
important to them since tobacco use 
affects oral health.”
 “When you’re advocating on 
behalf of your profession, you’re 
advocating on behalf of your 
patients,” says junior dental student 
William Bennett. “When we’re 
asking for Medicaid rules to be 
changed, for example, it ultimately 
benefits our Medicaid patients.”
 To help more students feel 
comfortable with public policy, the 
School of Dentistry and the ADEA 
sponsored the inaugural Advocacy 
for Students program Nov. 21. The 
one-day event featured talks from 
educational leaders in dentistry to 
give students an understanding of 
the legislative process.
 “The most important part of 
advocacy is making sure that when 
students graduate, they understand 
that as a professional, their duty 
is to advocate for the patients and 
oral health,” School of Dentistry 
Dean Connie Drisko says. “Dental 
practices can be profoundly affected 
by changes in practice laws, 
which limit or extend the scope of 
practice.” 

 Keynote speaker Dr. John 
Williams, dean of the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill School 
of Dentistry, stressed the importance 
of being prepared.  
 “You need to know the process. 
You need to be eminently prepared 
to make your case. If you’re not 
advocating, someone else is, and 
their issue will get put on the table 
instead of yours,” Dr. Williams says.
 Students say they took the 
message to heart. 
 “I’m starting a pediatric 
residency in Chicago on July 1, and 
I feel better knowing I’ll be able to 
effectively advocate for the children 
I’m going to treat,” Sabina says. n
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School of Dentistry students are joined by 
Sen. Lee Hawkins (front row, from left), 
Dean Connie Drisko, Associate Dean 
Carole Hanes, Sen. Lester Jackson, 
GDA Executive Director Martha Phillips 
and Dr. Janine Bethea-Freihaut (between 
Deans Drisko and Hanes).
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Armed withwith
Dr. Frank Poole

BY PAULA HINELY

A chameleon can quickly change its 

color to adapt to its environment. It’s a 

trait Dr. Frank Poole imparts every day to 

his dental assistant students at Augusta 

Technical College.

Dr. Frank Poole with dental assistant student, Jennifer Colvin
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“Every dentist does things a little differently, and by being 
a chameleon, a good dental assistant learns to adapt to 
those changes,” says Dr. Poole. He may be his students’ best 
example of adapting to change.

Dr. Poole’s mother was a dental assistant, offering 
behind-the-scenes access that sparked his interest in the 
profession. He earned his dental degree from MCG in 1984, 
then spent four years working as an independent contractor 
in dental practices across Georgia. “I was young, single and 
didn’t know where I wanted to go,” he says. He felt at home 
in the Augusta area, opening a practice in nearby Martinez, 
Ga., in 1988.

Six years later, a motorcycle accident changed his course.
“I was right-handed, and unfortunately, I lost my right 

arm,” Dr. Poole says. “It forced me to rearrange my goals 
and rethink how I would find myself professionally.”

Every dentist does things a little differently, 
and by being a chameleon, a good 

dental assistant learns to adapt to those changes. 
— Dr. Frank Poole

“

”

■  Dr. Poole spent his childhood 
in Florida before moving to 
Georgia in 1969. He earned 
his bachelor's degree at the 
University of Georgia.

■  He paid his dental school 
bills by playing in a band. “I 
was an incognito dentist on the 
weekends.”

■  His wife, Kelly, is a dental 
hygienist. When they married 
in 1989, she worked for Dr. 
Charlie Norwood. “I stole her 
away and we worked as a team 
in my practice,” Dr. Poole says. 
Until recently, she taught part 
time in Augusta Tech’s program 
until returning full time to her 
profession.

■  The Pooles have two sons, 
Connor, 11, and Kenneth, 9, 
along with three dogs and a 
horse.

For 13 weeks following the accident, dentists rotated 
through his practice, keeping it afloat. When Dr. Poole 
returned to work, he was no longer able to perform clinical 
duties. He managed his practice for almost two years before 
turning it over to a trusted colleague, Dr. David Reid.

“Two years was enough to watch someone else do my 
job,” he says. “I don’t like to sit on the sidelines and watch. I 
like to do.”

continued on 8



He tried to pursue other avenues of dentistry. He had 
experience as an associate clinical professor at MCG and had 
worked with Augusta Tech’s dental assistant students in his 
practice during their externships. Dr. Poole had always seen 
himself revisiting dental education, but the timing wasn’t right, 
so he went in another direction. He started Custom Trailer Works, 
selling trailers ranging from the small landscaping variety pulled 
behind a pickup truck to decked-out living quarters.

The business was a success, but in 2003, dentistry re-
emerged in his life. Dr. Poole was invited to interview for an 
Augusta Tech position teaching dental assistants. His earlier 
experience with the program had impressed him, and he thought 
he had something to offer. “They didn’t have a dentist on faculty, 
and I knew I could teach these students what a doctor really 
wants out of his assistant,” he says. Dr. Poole was hired the day 
he interviewed. He sold his company and a month later was back 
in dentistry.

“A well-trained dental assistant will make the dentist’s job 
easier,” he says. Since there are many ways to do a single 
procedure, Dr. Poole teaches techniques that can easily be 
altered to fit any dentist’s style. He emphasizes “four-handed” 
teamwork, with the assistant’s hands supplementing the 
dentist’s. He also stresses the ability to anticipate what a dentist 
will need before being asked.

Students in the 15-month program earn a diploma and 
certificates in expanded functions and radiology. In Georgia, 
no certification or structured training is required to be a dental 
assistant, so Dr. Poole stresses that students must “show what 
they know.”

“Dr. Poole was such an inspiring teacher, and it was apparent 
that he loves what he does,” says Marsha Withers, an MCG 
dental assistant and 2007 Augusta Tech graduate. She credits 
Dr. Poole with preparing her for real-world dentistry.

Dr. Poole attributes some of the program’s success to its 
association with MCG and the Augusta community. The dental 
assistant students’ initial practicum rotation takes them through 
the School of Dentistry’s junior clinic. Then they can rotate 
through other MCG clinics, Fort Gordon’s Snyder Dental Clinic or 
private practices. 

At the dental school, Augusta Tech students aid the clinic’s 
dental assistants and give dental students an extra set of hands. 
Once the students see how much faster they can work with an 
assistant, they line up for Dr. Poole’s students.

The practicums allow the students to put Dr. Poole’s 
chameleon metaphor to the test. “You learn to adapt,” he says. 
“I tell them, ‘If I can do it, so can you. You just need practice.’” ■
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■  The School of Dentistry 

has 54 dental assistants 

and seven dental assistant 

supervisors.

■  Dental assistants work in 

the faculty practice, patient 

services and all specialty and 

student clinics.

Dr. Poole was such an inspiring 
teacher, and it was apparent 

that he loves what he does. 
— Marsha Withers

“
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Linda Rucker stumbled upon 
her career while visiting 
colleges for her daughter. 

 “We went to an open house 
at Augusta Tech and didn’t find 
anything for her, but dental assisting 
looked interesting to me, so I 
thought I’d give it a shot,” she says.
 After graduating from the 
program six years ago, Linda began 
working at the MCG School of 
Dentistry. In the denture section of 
Clinic 14, she assists junior students 
by mixing materials such as cements 
and amalgams, making impressions 
and stocking the operatories. 

 Linda enjoys working with dental 
students, but Clinic 14 is special 
for another reason. It was the site 
of her first student practicum. Now 
she helps the Augusta Tech students 
who were in her shoes.
 “I reassure them that the dental 
students enjoy having the one-
on-one help that dental assistants 
provide,” she says.
 Dental students are learning 
techniques that a dental assistant 
would typically do in private 
practice, such as taking radiographs 
and X-rays, scheduling patients and 
making temporaries. Linda says 

she gets to perform a greater variety 
of procedures than she would if she 
worked in a specialty practice.
  Before moving into her role at 
Clinic 14, Linda worked in Dental 
Auxiliary Utilization, which gives 
students a taste of “four-handed 
dentistry,” where they learn to work 
with an assistant for improved 
ergonomics and selection and passing 
of instruments.
 Four-handed dentistry is at the 
heart of traditional dental assisting, 
and it’s the best part of the job for 
another MCG dental assistant, Marsha 
Withers.
 “It’s fun to watch the students learn 
and grow, and knowing I play a role in 
that is so satisfying,” she says.
 It’s an opportunity that was 
more than 20 years in the making 
for Marsha. She remembers visits 
to her pediatric dentist as pleasant 
experiences. The dynamic environment 
drew her to dental assisting, and she 
enrolled in Augusta Tech’s program in 
2005. 
 In March 2008, Marsha began 
working in the dental school’s 
Comprehensive Care Clinic. She thinks 
of herself as a teacher there because 
she helps the students as they learn to 
work with an assistant. She reminds 
them how to hold their instruments 
and mix certain materials. 
 “I’ve got to be great at my job to be 
helpful to them, so it definitely keeps 
me on my toes,” Marsha says. n

–Paula Hinely

Getting in on the Action
Dental Assistants Linda Rucker and Marsha Withers

Dental assistants Linda Rucker, left, and Marsha Withers
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 A dozen MCG dental students spent part of their 
semester break abroad, working with underserved 
populations in four provinces of Costa Rica. Paired 
with Costa Rican dentists, they performed about 260 
cleanings, 50 fillings and 40 extractions in one week. 
 “For me, the best part was working with the kids,” 
said third-year student Ryan Fulchi. “To be able to get 
them to see dentistry as fun and to teach the parents 
about good oral health was great. Walking through 
some of the areas with their sheet-metal homes was 
eye-opening.” 
 Participating were second-year students Neena 
Bhole, Jared Carter, Paul Hinchey, Lauren Lee, Jason 
Minton and William Moore, and third-year students 
Amy Camba, Mr. Fulchi, John Hansford, Aksana 
Marshall, Alpesh Patel and Leigh Ann Trotter.
 The trip, sponsored by the American Student 
Dental Association, was organized through 
International Service Learning. The students financed 
their transportation.
 

n Students Head South for the Holidays

Top: Third-year student John Hansford with his Costa Rican patient
Bottom: Students from MCG partnered with dental students from other schools for the 
Costa Rica trip.

ASDA News



SNDA News
n Making Impressions

The MCG Student National Dental Association hosted its 10th annual 
SNDA Impressions Program Feb. 28 for undergraduate and 
postgraduate college students and junior and senior high school 
students. The program, designed to expose under-represented minorities 
to dentistry and produce stronger dental school applicants, provided 
sessions in hands-on dentistry, mock interviews and career guidance 
from MCG dental students and faculty. This year’s speaker was 
Dr. Antwan Treadway (pictured), a clinical assistant professor in the 
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery who practices in Atlanta.

Dental student James Yoon was 
recently featured as Volunteer of the 
Month in the Augusta Chronicle for 
his work with the E. W. Hagler unit 
of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of 
Augusta, Inc. 
The Augusta 
native teaches 
boxing and 
often gives 
the children 
oral hygiene 
lessons. 

 n Community Recognition
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n Alliance Brightens Holidays

 The Dental Student Spouse 
Alliance made the holidays brighter 
for hospitalized teens. Continuing a 
yearly tradition for the group, about 
50 gifts were donated to teens 
spending Christmas at the MCG 
Children’s Medical Center.
 “Our members meet at the 
Student Center to wrap the presents,” 
says Jacquelyn Whetzel, alliance 
president and wife of senior class 
president Joshua Whetzel. “We bring 
cider and Christmas treats and spend 
time as a group before breaking 
for the holidays. We call it Santa’s 
Workshop.”
 The alliance, a support network 
for dental student spouses, focuses 
on service projects. A monetary 
donation is given to Safe Homes of 
Augusta, and bake sales and yard 
sales support a scholarship fund. 

n Welcome, residents

These MCG dental students and alumni will enter MCG 
residency programs July 1:

Christopher G. Brady (’08) - Orthodontics 
Scott B. Carter (’09) - General Practice
Ryan R. Davis (’09) - General Practice
Jamie A. DeStefano (’01) - Periodontics 
Leigh Howell (’09) - Pediatric Dentistry
Yoo Jin Kim-Kong (’09) - Pediatric Dentistry
Bethany A. Loushine (’09) - Endodontics
Christie B. McCarley (’09) - Pediatric Dentistry
Laura Ashley Moss (’09) - Orthodontics
Patrick Walker (’08) - Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

James Yoon



Digital

Jonathan Bullard
Class of 2010

With X-rays, CT scans, 
patient charts, appointment 
scheduling, e-mail, class 
notes, quizzes and even some 
lectures now available at the 
click of a mouse, dentistry 
education has definitely entered 
the digital age.

W
ith few exceptions, a dental student 
today could conceivably never touch a 
piece of paper – almost everything we 

need is available in digital form. While this can 
create obstacles (for instance, when I had to tell 
my patient the computer ate his full mouth X-ray 
series and we would need to retake them all), it 
has made education more efficient. Gone are the 
days of keeping huge notebooks for every class. 
Now, one laptop contains everything I need. 

But technology is not new to dentistry. Every 
instrument and material we use, from preliminary 
impressions and X-rays to the particles in prophy 
paste, represent a culmination of knowledge 
applied to optimize our service. 

More recent advancements are obvious, such 
as rotary endo, cone beam CT and CAD/CAM 
technology. I am equally appreciative, however, 
of the person who invented the instruments in 
a standard clinical instrument cassette. It is 
interesting to consider the situations that brought 

student



about the tools we use. Sometimes I imagine a dentist calmly 
pondering a need, then creating a solution. Many ideas turned 
into instruments probably happened following a procedure 
that didn’t go as planned, leaving the dentist frustrated. I am 
no stranger to these frustrations, but mine stem more from my 
struggle to climb the clinical learning curve than the lack of the 
right instrument. 

The inventions continue to pour in. Dr. Richard Callan, 
who teaches practice management concepts at MCG, recently 
remarked, “Just because a gadget is new and exciting doesn’t 
mean it is worth the cost to your practice.” It is easy to get 
caught up in an exciting new technology, but is it worth it? Will 
our patients be happier? Will the treatment be better? Is the 
price right? As the cost of new technology continues to rise, it 
is increasingly important that we make sound decisions when 
adding to our arsenal of equipment.

It is overwhelming at times to consider the many decisions 
that my classmates and I must make as we prepare to transition 
into practice. Perhaps a good philosophy might be to embrace 
only the technology that makes us better for using it. ■
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Dentistry
Classroom Technologies

Classroom technology has revved 
up a notch in the School of Dentistry. 
Several online programs bring the 
classroom to students, whether 
they’re in the library, at home or on a 
clinical rotation in South Georgia.

GeorgiaVIEW Vista, the University 
System of Georgia’s learning 
management system, enables online 
testing, course material organization, 
communication through discussion 
boards and announcements, 
assignment completion and grading. 
Students and faculty can access 
information 24/7 on or off campus.

Jonathan Bullard uses Vista to 
download notes to his laptop before 
attending lectures. “It helps me stay 
organized and efficient, because all of 
my class notes are on my laptop and 
I’m not losing papers,” he says.

Tegrity takes the virtual classroom 
one step further by giving students 
on-demand access to classroom 
lectures. Using a Web camera 

and built-in microphone, faculty 
members can record lectures and 
demonstrations, then link the video to 
a specific course in Vista.

The program is especially useful 
to seniors. While traveling throughout 
the state on their rotations, they can 
keep up with their coursework by 
watching lectures online. 

–Paula Hinely
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Nice Exchange
BY AMY CONNELL

“In France, we only have one specialty 
– orthodontics. It’s very interesting for me here 
because I love periodontics, implants and surgery, 
and I’m able to explore those here,” the Cannes 
native says. 

He has especially enjoyed working with 
Dr. Aysegul Siranli, assistant professor of oral 
rehabilitation, on prosthodontics and implants.

“Jerome is a great student, and you can see 
he is very eager to learn, especially about dental 
implants,” Dr. Siranli says.

Jerome is a sixth-year dental student at The 
Dental School of the University of Nice-Sophia-
Antipolis, with whom MCG has an exchange student 
program. A few MCG dental students will have the 
opportunity to attend Jerome’s school this spring.  

Jerome Martin wanted to brush 
up on his English while brushing up 
on dentistry.

He left his home in Nice, France 
and headed to the MCG School of 
Dentistry. 

“First of all, I wanted to practice 
my English because it is such an 
important language in the dental 
profession,” Jerome says. “Nearly 

all dental publications are in 
English.”

Jerome has been studying 
with MCG’s dental students since 
January, exploring each of the 
school’s eight specialties, an 
opportunity he says he doesn’t have 
back home.
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“This exchange program is a wonderful opportunity 
for students to experience different scientific and 
cultural ideas,” says Dr. Carole Hanes, School of 
Dentistry associate dean for students and admissions. 
“It broadens their world dentally and culturally.”

Jerome can attest to that. He’s traveled to more 
than a dozen countries and hopes to practice dentistry 
in the Congo this summer. 

“It’s an excellent opportunity to do some humanity 
care,” Jerome says. “It’s very important to help people 
and take care of them.”

Dentistry was a likely career choice for Jerome. His 
grandfather, father and cousin are dentists, and when 
the time came in school for him to choose dentistry or 
medicine, he opted for dentistry, feeling his quality of 
life would be better. Europeans typically choose and 
begin studies in their field right out of high school.

“Dentistry is an excellent profession because you 
can do lots of different things and have a flexible 

schedule, which is important in 
your life,” Jerome says. 
      Jerome got a taste of 
Augusta four years ago when 
Dr. Marie Schweinebraten, an 

Atlanta periodontist and MCG 
clinical faculty member, invited 

him to study in the United States. 
He spent 13 days in her 

Atlanta office and two days 
in Augusta. 
        “I have 
Dr. Schweinebraten to 
thank for everything,” 
he says. “She made 
it possible for me to 
come to America, and 
it has been such a 
tremendous experience 
for me.” ■

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS: Jerome is close to 

both the beach and mountains in his hometown 

of Nice, a city on the French Riviera. “Just 

beyond the water are the mountains and it only 

takes an hour to drive to them,” he says. “We 

have pretty good snow, and I like skiing. It’s nice 

because you can go skiing and come back all in 

one day.”

FAVORITES: The 22-year-old loves Steven 

Spielberg movies and books by French author 

and philosopher Bernard Weber.

WORLD TRAVELER: In addition to the dozen-

plus countries he’s visited, which include 

Morocco, Tunisia, Greece and Turkey, Jerome will 

travel to Miami and possibly New York before he 

leaves Augusta this spring. “So far, the place I 

like the most is London,” he says. “There are a 

lot of young people; you can go out on a Friday 

night at 2 a.m., and there will be lots of people 

in the street. It’s an amazing city.”

GRAB YOUR SADDLE: Jerome, who owns two 

horses and began riding at age 7, competes 

in jumping competitions. “I like it because it’s 

a difficult sport,” he says. “Some people say 

it’s easy because the horse does all the work, 

but that’s not true. Everything the horse does 

is dependent upon what you do, and it’s very 

technical. And I love the feeling right before a 

competition, when your heart starts beating fast.”

French exchange student 
Jerome Martin
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D
ental students, residents, 
faculty and dental hygiene 
students presented 
research at Table Clinic 

Day Feb. 18.
 The event allows students 
and residents to discuss their 
research with peers, faculty and 
administration and prepares them 
for upcoming national research 
meetings, says Dr. Barry Hammond, 
assistant professor of general 
dentistry and president of the 
Georgia Chapter of the American 
Association for Dental Research. 
 “We are very proud of these 
students for their accomplishments 
and are always impressed and 
encouraged by their enthusiasm and 
commitment to the field of dental 
research,” Dr. Hammond says. 
 Dr. James H. Reynierson, a 
general dentist in Martinez, Ga., 
and a fellow of the Pierre Fauchard 
Academy, was the keynote 
speaker. The event was sponsored 
by the School of Dentistry’s 
Student Research Group, the 
Georgia Chapter of the American 
Association for Dental Research 
and the American Student Dental 
Association.

TABLE CLINIC DAY BY AMY CONNELL

Dean Connie Drisko (from left), 
students Bart Wilson, Lindsey Thurman, 

Julie Winger, Sara Khan, Francesca Seta and 
Dr. Kevin Frazier

In addition to research, 
Table Clinic Day includes an 

Olympic-style competition 
among teams of students 

who race against the clock 
to perform typical dental-

related procedures. The 
friendly rivalry often results 
in hilarious antics. Even the 
faculty judges partake in the 

fun (see Table of Contents).

Junior Daniel White Sophomore Jonathan Johnson
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Students

Ryan Davis and Francesca Seta
Titanate Nanoparticles for Biodelivery of Gold

Adam Doss
Ni(II) and LPS Trigger Nfc2 Accumulation in Peripheral 
Blood Monocytes

Rachel Dulebohn
Adenovirus-mediated Caspase-14 Expression Reduced 
Proliferation of Human Oral Cancer Cells

Bradford Huffman 
Discoloration Resistance of ProRoot MTA Sealer

Aksana Marshall 
Cytotoxicity of Endodontic Filling Materials After Extended Aging

Brandi Owen
Dose-dependent Intracellular Reactive Oxygen Species From 
Blue Light Chromophores

Alaina Pancio
Penetration and Adhesion Comparison of Conventional 
and Self-Etching Sealants

Alpesh Patel
Blue Light Suppresses Tumor Growth and Induces Apoptosis

Alpesh Patel and Beth Rainwater
Induction of Oral Cancer Apoptosis Signaling by Blue Light

Garett Seeba
A Canine Immediate Loading Implant Defect Model

Garett Seeba and Anna Vu 
Increasing the Success Rate of Distraction Osteogenesis 
Through Patient Selection

Francesca Seta
Machined Titanium Dental Implant Corrosion Under 
Inflammatory and Hyperglycemic Conditions

Residents

Charles Culberson (orthodontics)
Clinical Implications of Limited Field CBCT

Terrence Lewis (advanced education in general dentistry)
Oral Brush Biopsy: A Reliable Method of Diagnosis?

Quinn Mitchell (advanced education in general dentistry) 
Treating the Old, Medicated, Bleeding Dental Patient

Nicholas Poulos (periodontics)
Effect of a Novel Calcium Phosphate Coating on 
Osseonintegration of Titanium Implants: A Study in Rabbit

Melissa Shaw (pediatric dentistry)
Dental Management of Child with Epidermolysis Bullosa Simplex: 
Case Report

Faculty

Dr. Roy Rockman, assistant professor of pediatric dentistry
Chediak-Higashi Syndrome: Premature Loss of Permanent Teeth 
and Case Report

Dr. Frank Tay, associate professor of endodontics, and 
Dr. Norman Weller, chair of the Department of Endodontics
Behavior of ProRoot Endo Sealer After Immersion in 
Phosphate-containing Fluid

Dental Hygiene Students

Stacey Arrington and Jennifer Plueger
Dental Care and Prevention in Third World Countries

Sally Barnes and Madeline Zettler
OHI in Private Practice

Elisabeth Beebe and Leigh Brown
Work-related MSDs and the Importance of Ergonomics

Amy Blalock and Evaristus Okogie
The Significance of CPP-ACP in Dentistry 

Anna Farrow and Morgan Lamb
Meth-ically Compromised (Meth Mouth)

Sarah Fogle and Shannon Walker
Taking the Hit Out of Sports Injuries

Jekia Hester and Jessica Montgomery
Blood Pressure Screening in Dentistry

Nora Little and Natalie Wheeler
Public Dental Health in Georgia

Natalie May and Lindsey Vanover
Oral Cancer Detection Devices

Heather McHargue and Devon Peek
Healthy Mouth, Healthy Baby

Desai Neha and Erica Newton
Water Sports: Affect on Oral Cavity

Lisa Stapleton and Kristen Wright
MRSA

Tara Templeton and Regina Woods
Military Dental Readiness

Poster Presentations



n  Dr. Ogbureke Appointed to Journal’s 
Editorial Board

    Dr. Kalu Ogbureke, 
assistant professor 
of oral biology in the 
School of Dentistry, 
has been appointed 
to the editorial board 
of Oral Diseases, the 
journal of the European 
Association of Oral 
Medicine.

     He has served 
as a reviewer for the 

international journal since 2007. He is also a 
reviewer for the Journal of Molecular Histology, 
Archives of Oral Biology, Clinical Medicine: 
Oncology, Journal of Oral Pathology & Medicine, 
Oral Oncology and Connective Tissue Research.
 Dr. Ogbureke, an oral and maxillofacial 
pathologist, came to MCG in 2005 from the 
National Institutes of Health, where he was a 
research fellow in the Craniofacial and Skeletal 
Disease Branch of the National Institute of Dental 
and Craniofacial Research. He is researching the 
role of the SIBLING family of proteins on oral 
cancers. Dr. Ogbureke also has appointments in the 
Schools of Medicine and Graduate Studies.
 In 2007, he was awarded the first Neal W. 
Chilton Fellowship in Clinical Research from the 
American Association for Dental Research and 
received the MCG Research Institute’s Emerging 
Scientist Award.
 Dr. Ogbureke is a board-certified diplomate 
of the American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Pathology. He is a fellow of the American College 
of Legal Medicine, the American Academy of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Pathology and the International 
Academy of Oral Oncology, and an associate fellow 
of the West African College of Surgeons.

 

facultyBITES

Dr. Kalu Ogbureke
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n  Guest Lecturers

 The Nobel Biocare Lecture Series continued in 
January with two guest speakers. Dr. Gerard J. Chiche, 
Helmer Professor and chair of the Prosthodontics 
Department at Louisiana State University School 
of Dentistry, discussed optimizing esthetic success 
and longevity. Dr. Michael S. McCracken, associate 
dean of education and curriculum development at 
the University of Alabama at Birmingham School of 
Dentistry, spoke on marketing dental implants in an 
academic environment with package deals.

n  Dr. Tay Appointed to Board

    Dr. Franklin Tay, 
associate professor 
of endodontics in the 
School of Dentistry, has 
been appointed to the 
editorial board of the 
Journal of Endodontics.
    Dr. Tay will serve 
a three-year term as 
an associate editor 
for the journal of the 
American Association 

of Endodontists, published monthly by Elsevier 
Science. He has served on the journal’s Scientific 
Advisory Board since 2005. He also serves as 
associate editor for the Journal of Dentistry and 
as an editorial board member for the American 
Journal of Dentistry, Operative Dentistry and the 
Journal of Adhesive Dentistry.
 Dr. Tay’s research focuses on dental materials, 
dentin permeability and dentin bonding. He has 
published more than 300 papers in international 
peer-reviewed journals.
 Dr. Tay is a diplomate of the American Board 
of Endodontics, a fellow of the Academy of Dental 
Materials and an honorary fellow of the Italian 
Society of Conservative Dentistry. 

Dr. Franklin Tay



n  Obituaries

 Dr. James (Jim) William 
Clark, 83, Professor 
Emeritus of the School of 
Dentistry, died Oct. 13 in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

 Dr. Clark, a pioneer in 
periodontics, retired in 
1990 from MCG. He co-
authored two books – Diet 

and Disease and Diet and the Periodontal 
Patient – and served as founding editor-in-chief 
of the five-volume manual Clinical Dentistry 
from 1976-1990. He conceived and directed a 
children’s preventive dentistry program in Belize. 
He will be remembered as a scholar, educator, 
nutritionist and meticulous editor.
 Dr. Clark is survived by his wife of 59 years, 
Carolyn, a brother, three daughters and four 
grandchildren.
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n  New Faculty

 Dr. Cristiano Susin has 
joined the faculty in the 
Department of Periodontics as 
a senior research scientist. He 
comes to MCG from Federal 
University of Rio Grande do 
Sul in Brazil, where he was 
associate professor in the 
Department of Conservative 
Dentistry-Periodontology after 
receiving his D.D.S. degree. 
Dr. Susin received his Ph.D. in 
Dentistry from the University 
of Bergen in Norway and 
was an assistant professor 
of periodontology at Temple 
University School of Dentistry 
in Philadelphia.

 Dr. Kobi Stern has joined 
the faculty as assistant 
professor in the Department 
of Periodontics. He came 
to MCG from the University 
of Pennsylvania School of 
Dental Medicine, where he 
was a postgraduate clinical 
instructor of periodontics. 
Dr. Stern received his 
dental degree from Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. 

Dr. Cristiano Susin

Dr. Kobi Stern

n  Dr. Hammond Inducted into Hinman Society

    Dr. Barry Hammond, 
assistant professor of 
general dentistry, has 
been inducted into 
the Hinman Dental 
Society. The non-
profit organization, 
founded in 1911 by 
Dr. Thomas P. Hinman, 
offers educational 
and professional 
development 
opportunities and 
promotes high practice 
standards through 
public advocacy and 
outreach.

Dr. Barry Hammond



It’s great to actually see their 

confidence increase as they 

work in my practice.

–Dr.  Jonathan Dubin

“

”

Adjunct Faculty: The Driving Force

     “I was given a little more freedom in the clinic setting than we were 
generally allowed in the school clinics,” says the 1983 graduate. He gained 
diverse knowledge working daily with a variety of dentists.
     Dr. Dubin is one of approximately 300 Georgia dentists whose altruism 
enables the same sorts of experiences for today’s dental students.

     Those dentists, the school’s adjunct faculty members, 
volunteer hundreds of hours annually, serving as role models and 
giving back to the profession that has been so good to them, says 
Dean Connie Drisko. “Our volunteer faculty adds richness to the 
students’ education that is invaluable and irreplaceable.”
     Some serve in the school clinics, while others work with 
students in their private practices or public health clerkship sites 
across Georgia.
     Dr. Dubin, for instance, works with students at the Massell 
Clinic and in his practice.
    “Serving in this capacity is very rewarding,” Dr. Dubin says. 
He volunteers at least one day a month at the Massell Clinic and 
thinks it’s important for students to work with the underprivileged 
patients it serves.
     Also, Dr. Dubin has hosted students at his practice for three-

week-long summer clerkships since 1995.
 His philosophy is to encourage students to push beyond their comfort 
zones by using different procedures and materials. “It’s great to actually see 
their confidence increase as they work in my practice,” Dr. Dubin says.
 Patients treated by a student in his practice are charged half the normal 
rate, and students get additional practice with root canals, crowns and 
bridges. It’s a win-win situation, he says.
 Dr. Dubin has mentored 12-15 MCG students and alumni in his practice 
and countless others at the Massell Clinic. 
 Other adjunct faculty members bring their expertise to the School of 
Dentistry clinics. “Some sacrifice a lot to come to Augusta,” Dr. Drisko says.
 Dr. Paul Kudyba drives from Atlanta a minimum of once a month to 
teach prosthodontics residents.
 He earned his dental degree and completed a prosthodontics residency 
at the Emory University School of Dentistry. He then taught part time in its 
postgraduate program for eight years until the school closed.
 He worked full time in his Sugar Hill, Ga. practice, but felt that he 
should be doing more. “Teaching kept calling my name,” Dr. Kudyba says. 
“It’s a driving passion.”

Dr. Jonathan Dubin got plenty of experience in MCG clinics during his years 
here as a dental student, but it was during a summer externship at Atlanta’s 
Ben Massell Dental Clinic that he truly felt his skills take flight.
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Senior Michael Riley (left) observes 
Dr. Jonathan Dubin

BY PAULA HINELY
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Part-timers the “Backbone” 
of Orthodontics Program 

 They’ve driven over 282,000 
miles, coming to MCG from 
Columbia, S.C., and the Georgia 
cities of Athens, Evans, Milledgeville, 
Savannah and Statesboro. They’ve 
served for a cumulative 119 years, 
logged 9,352 hours and mentored 
320 residents since 1981.
 Drs. Leon Aronson, James High, 
Frank B. Hines III, R. Steven Powell, 
Anne Sanchez and Robert L. Waugh 
Jr. of the Department of Orthodontics 
are but a few examples of the School 
of Dentistry’s devoted part-time 
faculty. Their commitment to the 
school’s mission is unfaltering.
  “We are proud and very fortunate 
to have this remarkable team of part-
time faculty,” says Dr. Eladio DeLeon 
Jr., department chair. “They serve 
as incredible mentors and provide 
diversity in orthodontic treatment 
philosophy.”
 Part-time faculty visit campus 
once or twice per month and oversee 
their assigned patients’ treatment 
plan. They put in extra hours at 
their own expense and without 
compensation. Their impact on a 
resident’s career is substantial. n 

 So he joined MCG’s clinical faculty 16 years ago. His first resident 
was Dr. Steve Nelson, who is now director of the postgraduate 
prosthodontic program.
 On Dr. Kudyba’s visits to campus, the residents are in different 
stages of treating patients and each one faces different problems. 
That’s why he thinks the residents benefit from the diverse 
viewpoints of each adjunct faculty member. “They need to see 
different techniques and then decide for themselves what works for 
them and the patient,” Dr. Kudyba says.
 He thinks fundamental techniques need to be discussed, 
understood and passed on from generation to generation. He’s 
trying to do his part. Dr. Kudyba is teaching residents the same tray-
building technique he learned from his mentor, Dr. Gerard DiPietro.
 Adjunct faculty members help craft the future of the profession, 
and Drs. Kudyba and Dubin agree that’s a bonus of volunteering. “I 
keep in touch with the residents, enjoy their camaraderie and seeing 
that they’re successful,” Dr. Kudyba says. “It’s a big perk.” n

Dr. Paul Kudyba
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 Researchers were testing 
EGCG, green tea’s predominant 
antioxidant, in a laboratory mouse 
with type 1 diabetes and primary 
Sjogren’s syndrome, which 
damages moisture-producing 
glands, causing dry mouth and 
eyes. 
 “Our study focused on Sjogren’s 
syndrome, so learning that EGCG 
also can prevent and delay insulin-
dependent type 1 diabetes was a 
big surprise,” says Dr. Hsu. 
 They found it also worked well 
in their original disease focus. 
 In the mouse, EGCG reduced 
the severity and delayed onset of 
salivary gland damage associated 
with Sjogren’s syndrome, which 
has no known cure.
 “EGCG modulates several 
important genes, so it suppresses 
the abnormality at the molecular 
level in the salivary gland. It also 
significantly lowered the serum 
autoantibodies, reducing the 
severity of Sjogren’s syndrome-
like symptoms,” Dr. Hsu says. 
Autoantibodies are antibodies the 
body makes against itself.
 Both type 1 diabetes 
and Sjogren’s syndrome are 
autoimmune diseases, which 
cause the body to attack itself.  
Autoimmune disorders are the 

Go Green! 

R e s e a r c h B I T E S

A powerful antioxidant in 

green tea may prevent or delay 

the onset of type 1 diabetes, 

according to Dr. Stephen Hsu, 

molecular/cell biologist in the 

School of Dentistry.

BY PAULA HINELY
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third most common 
group of diseases in 
the United States and 
affect about 8 percent 
of the population, says 
Dr. Hsu. Sjogren’s syndrome 
can occur alone or secondary to 
another autoimmune disease, such 
as lupus, rheumatoid arthritis or type 
1 diabetes.

The study, published in the 
Oct. 24 issue of Life Sciences,
supports earlier research showing 
EGCG’s impact on helping prevent 
autoimmune disease.

Researchers treated a control 
group of mice with water and a test 
group with a purified form of EGCG 
dissolved in the drinking water. At 16 
weeks, the EGCG-fed mice were 6.1 
times more likely to be diabetes-free 
than the water-fed group and 4.2 
times more likely at 22 weeks.

“Previous studies used another 
animal model that developed type 
1 diabetes only after an injected 
chemical killed the insulin-producing 
cells. That may not accurately 
resemble disease development in 
humans, because type 1 diabetes is 
a genetic disease,” says Dr. Hsu, the 
study’s corresponding author.

“Our study is significant because 
we used a mouse model with the 
genetic defects that cause symptoms 
similar to human type 1 diabetes and 

Sjogren’s syndrome, so 
the immune cells attack the pancreas 
and salivary glands until they are no 
longer functional.”

Another related finding was that 
even when salivary cells were under 
attack, they seemed to be rapidly 
reproducing in the control group. The 
proliferation was suppressed in the 
EGCG-fed group.

“It’s kind of counterintuitive 
– why would there be proliferation of 
the glandular cells occurring when 
the present cells are not secreting 
saliva?” says Dr. Kevin Gillespie, first 
author of the study he conducted 
for his master’s research project at 
MCG.

The proliferation phenomenon 
also can be observed in psoriasis, 
an autoimmune disease affecting 
the skin and joints, says Dr. Hsu. 
“Normal skin cells turn over every 
30 days or so, but skin cells with 
psoriasis turn over every two or three 
days.” Dr. Hsu’s group previously 
found that green tea polyphenols, 
including EGCG, inhibited rapid 
proliferation in an animal model for 
human psoriasis.

“We never thought proliferation 
was going on to this extent in the 
salivary gland, but we now believe 
it is tightly associated with Sjogren’s 
syndrome,” he says.

The next step is to observe 
Sjogren’s syndrome in human 
salivary gland samples to determine 
whether the study findings hold up in 
humans.

“If the abnormal expression of 
these genes is the same in humans 
as in the animal model, then the 
second stage will be intervention 
and treatment with a pure form of 
EGCG,” says Dr. Hsu.

“The benefit of using green 
tea in preventing or slowing these 
autoimmune diseases is that it’s 
natural and not known to harm the 
body,” says Dr. Gillespie, periodontics 
chief resident at Fort Gordon’s Tingay 
Dental Clinic. “EGCG doesn’t have 
the negative side effects that can 
be associated with steroids or other 
medications that could otherwise be 
prescribed.” ■

the United States and 
affect about 8 percent 
of the population, says 
Dr. Hsu. Sjogren’s syndrome 
can occur alone or secondary to 

Sjogren’s syndrome, so 

Drs. Stephen Hsu (left) and Kevin Gillespie
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Grins Abound During Give Kids

I
f it were up to Calvin Houston, he would go 
to the dentist every day. 

“Do you know how many times a year 
you’re supposed to go to the dentist?” 
asks Sarah Fogle, a senior dental hygiene 

student in the School of Allied Health Sciences.
“Every day,” Calvin, a third-grader at John 

Milledge Elementary School, says confidently.
“No, not every day,” Sarah says. “You should 

go twice a year.”
Calvin, along with 111 of his classmates, 

also learned the proper way to brush and 
floss his teeth. The children rotated through 
several clinics in the School of Dentistry 
Feb. 6, receiving preventive dental care such 
as cleanings, oral health education, fluoride 
treatment and dental sealants as part of Give 
Kids a Smile Day, a national event sponsored by 
the American Dental Association and Crest Oral 
Health Care. Dental and dental hygiene students, 
faculty, residents and private practitioners in the 
state participated in the event initiated in 2003 
to provide care and highlight the importance of 
access to dental care for low-income children.

“Dental care is such a critical unmet 
health care need among children, and we’re 
raising awareness of dental decay as an issue 
and providing free care to a segment of the 
population in most need of that care,” says 
Dr. Tara Schafer, interim chair of the MCG 
Department of Pediatric Dentistry. 

Sarah echoes that sentiment. 
“A lot of times, this is the only time they’ll 

be able to receive this kind of treatment,” she 
says. “And it’s great, because children are very 
receptive and can go home and tell their brothers 
and sisters what they’ve learned. They’re at an 
age where they can form good habits now.”

Some John Milledge students needed a little 
more dental care than others. Senior dental 

students, faculty, residents and community 
private practitioners provided restorative 
treatment including fillings and extractions to 21 
children who needed it.

Senior dental student Amy David, who 
worked alongside Atlanta dentist and 2003 
School of Dentistry graduate Dr. Charles Poole, 
was amazed their patients were glad to be in 
their chair.

“We performed three fillings and two 
extractions, and I was surprised the children 
were happy to be there,” Amy says. “If they 
haven’t seen the dentist in a while, they’re 
usually scared and timid, but I think the 
atmosphere of all the kids coming in together 
was helpful. They were excited.”

24
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Dr. Marie Collins, chair of the 
Department of Dental Hygiene, credits 
part of that excitement to the excellent 
care the children received. 

“What makes the impact on the 
children is seeing that dental care is 
essential and it’s not all about pain and 
distress,” Dr. Collins says. “Now that 
they’ve been there and done that, they can 
change the way they feel about going to the 
dentist.”

And while the children learned not to 
be scared, the dental and dental hygiene 
students learned something as well. 

“This experience gives the students 
a different perspective on treating an 
underserved population,” Dr. Collins says. 
“They see that there are kids who’ve never seen 
the dentist before, and they are the ones we need 
to reach.” ■

a Smile Day

S
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2+2+2=
Infinite Reward

Dr. Kevin Plummer (left) discusses implant procedure with senior dental student Brent Herrin.
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A new program at the MCG 
School of Dentistry is making the 
treatment more affordable for 
its patients. The Tissue/Implant-
Supported Mandibular Overdenture 
Program, or 2+2+2 Protocol, 
gives patients a conventional 
upper denture and a lower denture 
supported by two implants and two 
attachments for a single, reduced 
fee in the student clinic.

“We’re trying to introduce this 
treatment concept to undergraduate 
students to expose them to a 
treatment that’s now well within 
the realm of a general practitioner,” 
says Dr. Kevin Plummer, associate 
professor in the Department of Oral 
Rehabilitation. “Now that we can 
provide treatment at such a low cost 
level, we’re seeing a big increase 
in the number of procedures being 
done.”

A five-year contract between the 
school and Nobel Biocare, a leading 
manufacturer of dental implants and 
equipment, supplements the cost, 
keeping prices low for patients.

Patients who already have a set 
of dentures made at the School of 
Dentistry can have two implants 
placed and the lower denture 
retrofitted and attached to the 
implants for $850. The fee is $950 
for patients who also need new 
dentures. In private practice, costs 
could exceed $6,000.

“We want to figure out which 
way is going to save the patient the 
most money, so they end up with 

the best treatment for the least 
cost,” Dr. Plummer says.

Implant placement surgeries 
are rotated between residents 
in the periodontics, oral and 
maxillofacial surgery and oral 
rehabilitation departments to ensure 
everyone shares in the educational 
experience. Junior and senior dental 
students make the dentures and can 
assist the residents with the implant 
placement.

“This program is a great 
opportunity for students, especially 
those going into general dentistry 
or fields where you’re going to be 
doing dentures,” says Brent Herrin, 
a senior dental student and one of 
the first participants in the program. 
“Implants have become the standard 
of care, and it’s good to be familiar 
with what you’ll be doing when you 
leave school.”

The Dublin, Ga., native cites 
a patient who benefited 
greatly from the treatment 
but might have gone 
without it had it not 
been so affordable. 
“He had dentures 
before, but never had 
a lower denture. We 
improved his overall 
function with the 
implant-supported 
denture, because his 
new lower denture isn’t 
moving out of his mouth 
when he talks.”

Improved overall function is 
the beauty of supporting the lower 
denture with implants, Dr. Plummer 
says. Typically, the upper denture 
stays in place much better than 
the lower, so it is functional and 
attractive without implants. The 
lower jaw is more susceptible to 
bone resorption and denture wear 
over the years, so less support is 
available for a denture.

“With implants, you gain stability 
in the lower arch, which makes the 
upper denture that much better, 
because it’s not trying to fight with 
a lower denture that’s moving 
around,” Dr. Plummer says.

Implants integrate with the 
bone, so bone loss slows under the 
denture. The patient also has a more 
stable and long-lasting environment 
for the dentures.

“If a 60-year-old comes to get 
dentures, by the time they’re 85 
they don’t have much jaw left to do 
anything,” Dr. Plummer says. 
“If we place implants when they first 
get dentures, you won’t see much 
difference in their bone when 
they’re 85.” ■
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The Dublin, Ga., native cites 
a patient who benefited 
greatly from the treatment 

new lower denture isn’t 
moving out of his mouth 

Implant-supported lower dentures are becoming the 

standard of care in private practice, but the prohibitive 

cost means they aren’t an option for every patient.
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In With the New

After a year of construction, two new 
Department of Periodontics operatories became 
operational with equipment donated by the Finnish 
firm Planmeca.

“This equipment is very high-end,” said 
Dr. Glenn Maze, clinic director, who supervised the 
planning and layout. “It has wonderful features, 
especially for implant dentistry. We need certain 
kinds of handpieces and drills, and we need to 
work at much slower speeds. This design helps us.”

The process also helped make many decisions 
for the operatories in the upcoming new dental 
school building, for instance, the preference for 
over-the-patient delivery rather than rear delivery.   

The two rooms have become the clinic’s main 
surgery rooms, treating about 20 patients per week. 
Walls were torn out of three rooms to make the 
open space for the operatories. ■

P E R I O D O N T I C S

�e older rooms don’t have 
the work space. �ey’re more 

confined, not as user-friendly.
— Dr. Glenn Maze

“

”
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GHSUF
The university formed the MCG Real Estate 

Corp. two years ago to help identify and 
acquire property for campus expansion. 
The group was repurposed last fall as the 

GHSU Foundation, MCG’s official entity to receive and 
manage donations.

Augusta businessman Clay Boardman chaired the 
MCG Real Estate Corp. and serves the same role with 
the GHSU Foundation.

Mr. Boardman is a native Augustan who has 
been personally and professionally invested in MCG’s 
mission throughout his life. “MCG is our rock,” said 
Mr. Boardman, who ran his family’s Smile Gas, Inc. 
business before forming Augusta Capital, LLC. The 
company specializes in repurposing and revitalizing 
once-vibrant downtown businesses such as Enterprise 
Mill

“What Clay has done is build on the past and 
position for the future,” MCG President Daniel W. 
Rahn said. “That is what we are trying to do as well.”

Mr. Boardman lauds the president’s ability to bring 
together various sectors of local and state leadership 
to advance MCG’s mission. “I like Dan’s leadership. 
He’s got grand plans and he’s completing them,” he 
said, citing accomplishments such as acquiring 15 
acres of contiguous property that housed a public 
housing complex. The city of Augusta provided $10 
million to acquire and prepare the site for MCG’s 
expansion, including a new dental school. The 
university also acquired a 3.79-acre lot for new 

student housing with the help of the MCG Real Estate 
Corp.

“It’s good for the community,” Mr. Boardman 
said. It’s also good for the state, he noted, citing the 
university’s role in turning the tide on Georgia’s 41st-
place ranking in a number of important health indices 
such as stroke, heart attack and obesity.

“Clay understands our importance in the state, but 
he also understands our importance in this region,” 
Dr. Rahn said. “He is passionate about the institution 
and about Augusta and is committed to their 
advancement.”

Dr. Rahn is passionate as well. He is 
entering his ninth year leading the only 
public health sciences university in a 
state that urgently needs more health 
professionals. “It’s one of the great 
blessings of my life to be able to serve 
as president of this institution,” 
Dr. Rahn said. But current challenges 
are formidable, including an austere 
fiscal environment and a compelling 
need for significant growth.

The new foundation is 
assembling a diverse board that 
includes alumni and business 
executives statewide. 
Fund-raising consultants 
are assessing the 
development

Dr. Rahn is passionate as well. He is 
entering his ninth year leading the only 
public health sciences university in a 
state that urgently needs more health 
professionals. “It’s one of the great 
blessings of my life to be able to serve 
as president of this institution,” 
Dr. Rahn said. But current challenges 
are formidable, including an austere 
fiscal environment and a compelling 
need for significant growth.

The new foundation is 
assembling a diverse board that 
includes alumni and business 
executives statewide. 
Fund-raising consultants 
are assessing the 

Foundation Poised to Help MCG Optimize its Mission

MCG’s new Georgia Health Sciences University Foundation, Inc. has pulled together 

some of the brightest minds in education, health care and business to optimize the 

university’s goal of improving health and reducing the burden of illness on society.

GHSUF Chairman Clay Boardman
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operation of MCG and MCG Health, Inc., which 
manages the university’s clinical facilities, to 
ensure optimal organization and results for the 
new foundation, fund-raising operations and 
ultimately the MCG enterprise.

The need to bring in private dollars likely has 
never been more compelling for the institution. 
“Public funds, while greatly appreciated and 
essential to our mission, are insufficient to 
support the advancement of the institution,” Dr. 
Rahn said.

State appropriations cover about 26 percent 
of the university’s $610 million budget and 
about 8 percent of MCG Health, Inc.’s. “We 
have the problem of the uninsured at the health 
system, and we have the problem of the federal 
budget’s inability to keep pace with the cost of 
research,” Dr. Rahn said.

Those problems are exacerbated by urgent 
needs. “We have to bring new facilities on line, 
another research building, new technology and 
facilities for the health system, new high-end 
equipment and funds to support start-up and 
launching of new faculty recruits,” Dr. Rahn said.

Economic downturns, he stressed, cannot 
deter the institution’s mission to improve health 
and reduce the burden of illness on society. “We 
are always pushing the envelope, always trying 
to promote positive change, always putting 
pressure on ourselves for improvement.”

He promises a significant return on both 
public and private investments. “We leverage 
investments in MCG into positive outcomes 
regardless of the metric, whether it’s student 
achievement, external grant funding, clinical 
productivity, charitable service, whatever you 
look at,” Dr. Rahn said.

His current watchword: partnership. “This is 
going to require all hands on deck and people 
working collaboratively toward a common goal 
in what is going to be a very challenging fiscal 
environment. We need to be an asset in helping 
craft solutions to the health needs of a growing 
population that is geographically dispersed and 
that experiences, as a whole, more ill health than 
most other regions of the country.” ■

Clay Boardman (chair), CEO, Augusta Capital, LLC

Robert C. Osborne (secretary), Executive Vice President, 
Georgia Bank & Trust

Monty Osteen (treasurer), retired Augusta bank executive

William R. Bowes (ex officio), MCG Senior Vice President for Finance 
and Administration

Dr. William P. Brooks, MCG School of Medicine Class of 1967; 
family physician in Macon, Ga.

Dr. E. Dan DeLoach, MCG School of Medicine Class of 1974; 
plastic/reconstructive surgeon in Savannah, Ga.

Dr. Joseph Hobbs (advisory trustee), MCG School of Medicine Class of 1974, 
Chair of the Department of Family Medicine and Senior Associate Dean for 
Primary Care and Community Affairs, School of Medicine

Dr. Paul Isler, Atlanta-area dentist

Phil S. Jacobs, retired BellSouth executive; former president, 
Georgia Chamber of Commerce

Dr. Samuel B. Kellett, Atlanta-area businessman and investor; 
recipient of MCG’s first honorary doctorate

Debbie Layman (advisory trustee), MCG School of Nursing Class of 1978; 
owner of Layman Wholesale Nurseries, Inc. in South Carolina

Elizabeth Meehan (ex officio), MCG Interim Vice President for 
University Development

Elizabeth C. Ogie, businesswoman, community advocate and philanthropist 
in Columbus, Ga.

Dr. Daniel W. Rahn (ex officio), MCG President and Senior Vice Chancellor 
for Health and Medical Programs for the University System of Georgia

Dr. Louvenia Annette Rainge (advisory trustee), MCG School of Dentistry 
Class of 1990

Don Snell (ex officio), President and CEO, MCG Health, Inc.

Dr. Betty B. Wray, MCG School of Medicine Class of 1960; Vice Chair 
Emeritus of Pediatrics in the School of Medicine

Editor’s note: The board will eventually number 19. For more information, 

visit www.ghsuf.org or call 706-721-4003 or 1-800-869-1113.

Georgia Health Sciences University Foundation, Inc.

Board of Trustees
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Artist’s rendering of the new School of Dentistry building.

Pledges $3 Million Toward Dental BuildingBY PAULA HINELY

Woodruff Foundation

TThe Robert W. Woodruff 
Foundation has pledged $3 million 
toward construction of a new MCG 
School of Dentistry building.

“This is great news for the 
school,” said MCG President Daniel 
W. Rahn. “It helps demonstrate to 
other foundations and corporations, 
and to individuals, that we merit their 
support. The gift is contingent upon 
groundbreaking for the new building 
during the year 2009, and we are 
confident that will occur.”

“By sharing its resources, the 
Woodruff Foundation is also sharing 
our vision,” said School of Dentistry 
Dean Connie Drisko. “This gift, 
from the state’s largest foundation, 
confirms that civic leaders in Georgia 
have established their support not 
just for the new building, but for 
shaping the future of dental education 
and oral health in Georgia.”

The gift is the school’s largest to 
date, Dr. Drisko said.

Construction is slated to begin 
this summer and continue for two 
years. The building, which will be 
located on the site of the former 
Gilbert Manor housing project, will 
accommodate the vast growth and 
technological advancements that 
have characterized the school since 
its existing building opened in 1970 
on Laney Walker Boulevard.

The school will increase its class 
size incrementally from 63 to 100 
and its residency positions from 44 
to 72. Only 13 of the country’s 57 
dental schools now have a class size 
of 100 or more, according to the 
American Dental Association.

The MCG School of Dentistry is 
the only dental school in Georgia, and 
approximately 80-85 percent of its 
graduates practice in Georgia, said 
Dr. Drisko.

As the first class of 80 enters the 
new building in fall 2011, the school 
will be well-positioned to reach its 
goal of producing a third of Georgia’s 
newly licensed dentists, Dr. Drisko 
said. Georgia now issues about 200 
dental licenses annually. The growth 
should help alleviate the shortage 
of dentists in the state, which 

has 41.4 dentists per 100,000 
citizens – considerably fewer than 
the nationwide ratio of 54.3 per 
100,000, according to the American 
Dental Association.

The approximately $112 
million new facility will have five 
floors, 220,000 square feet and 
new equipment including dental 
chairs, simulation technology, 
distance-learning and teledentistry 
capabilities.

The facility will house the school’s 
eight specialty clinics, two large 
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A
ugusta’s Downtown 
Development Authority has 
paved the way to complete 
funding, if necessary, for 

construction of a new MCG School of 
Dentistry facility.

“We greatly appreciate the Downtown 
Development Authority’s decision to 
support the future of dental education 
in Georgia through this public-private 
venture,” said William Bowes, MCG 
senior vice president for finance and 
administration. 

“We are excited to be a part of the 
expansion of MCG’s flagship campus,” 
said Margaret Woodard, executive director 
of the Downtown Development Authority.

Financing for the facility includes 
$75 million appropriated by the state: 
$5 million for building planning in 
Georgia’s 2008 budget and an additional 
$70 million for construction in the 
2009 budget. More than $6 million 
has been raised in private gifts and 
pledges, including $3 million from the 
Robert W. Woodruff Foundation.

“The faculty, staff and students 
are extraordinarily appreciative of the 
tremendous support that the city has 
provided,” School of Dentistry Dean 
Connie Drisko said. “The new facility 
will be of great benefit to the city and its 
residents as we aim to educate premier 
dentists for Georgia.”

Construction is slated to begin this 
summer and last two years. Planning 
also is under way for an Education 
Commons to be shared by the dental 
and medical schools. The commons will 
include classrooms, computer labs and 
conference rooms. Expansion of School 
of Medicine facilities also is proposed
for the site. ■

Downtown
Development

Authority
Approves Bonds 
for New Facility

student clinics, simulation labs, an 
expanded faculty practice, 
the School of Allied Health 
Sciences’ dental hygiene program 
and an administration suite. Patient 
visits are projected to increase from 
50,000 a year to nearly 100,000.

The Woodruff Foundation 
supports various charitable, 
scientific and educational 
activities, primarily in Georgia. The 
foundation, named for the man who 
led the Coca-Cola Company from 
1923 until his death in 1985, is 
based in Atlanta. ■
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School of Dentistry Development Staff: Marta Gouge (from left), 
Dale Crail, Hayden Hutchison and Kate Channell

D E V E L O P M E N T

The Gift of a Lifetime

Many of our alumni and friends support the 
School of Dentistry through planned gifts.
   There are many reasons to contribute to 

the school and many ways to do it. By far the easiest 
and simplest is through a gift of cash. The impact is 
immediate and results can be readily apparent.

Another way to support the school is through 
careful gift planning. Gifts made through estates, wills 
and similar means can extend far beyond your lifetime 
and have an enduring effect on the future of the 
School of Dentistry. And the gift can yield significant 
tax and income benefits for the donor. 

Whether you want to eliminate taxes or benefit 
from an increased income stream, there is a gift to fit 
every objective. And no matter how or what you give, 
rest assured you are helping a cause close to 
your heart. 

     The following chart details giving vehicles 
for every objective. After determining the 
gift that is right for you, meet with your 
financial advisor, or to begin your planning 
process, contact Tony Duva, associate 
vice president for gift planning, at 

706-721-1939 or the School of 
Dentistry development office at 
706-721-3878.
    Regardless of how you choose to 
make your gift, your investment in 
the School of Dentistry is important 
and appreciated. ■



Make a quick and easy gift 

Make a revocable gift during 
your lifetime

Defer a gift until after 
your lifetime

Make a large gift with 
little cost to yourself

Avoid the twofold taxation 
on retirement plan assets

Avoid capital gains tax on 
the sale of a home or other 

real estate

Give your personal residence 
or farm, but continue to 

live there

Secure a fixed and often 
increased income

Create a hedge against 
inflation over the long term

Supplement income with fixed 
annual payments

Reduce gift and estate taxes on 
assets left to heirs

Outright gift

Living trust

Bequest in will

Life insurance gift

Retirement plan gift

Real estate gift

Retained life estate

Charitable remainder annuity trust

Charitable remainder unitrust

Charitable gift annuity

Charitable lead trust

■  Donate cash, securities or personal property
■  Income tax deduction; avoid capital gains tax

■  Name us beneficiary of assets in living trust
■  Control of trust for lifetime; possible estate tax savings

■  Name us in will
■  Donation exempt from federal estate taxes

■  Give policy naming us owner and beneficiary
■  Current income tax deduction; possible future deductions

■  Name us beneficiary of remainder of assets after your lifetime
■  Avoid heavily taxed gift to heirs, allow less costly gifts

■  Donate property to us, or sell at a bargain price
■  Immediate income tax deduction; avoid capital gains tax

■  Designate ownership of home to us, but retain occupancy
■  Charitable income tax deduction and lifetime use of home

■  Charitable trust pays you set income annually
■  Immediate income tax deduction and fixed income for life

■  Pays percentage of trust’s assets, valued annually
■  Immediate income tax deduction, annual income for life 

with potential to increase

■  Contract with us: we pay you fixed payments annually
■  Current and future savings on income taxes; 

fixed payments for life

■  Pays us fixed or variable income for set term, then passes to heirs
■  Reduced size of taxable estate; keeps property in family, 

often with reduced gift taxes

35



$6,149,921.

$6,149,921.56
Building fund gifts and pledges as of March 10, 2009
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565656
$  3,000,000 The Robert W. Woodruff Foundation Inc.

$     500,000 Dr. Emile Fisher

$     250,000 Dr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Goldstein

$     105,000 Dr. and Mrs. Walter E. Stewart

$     100,000 Dr. Jeannie H. Moran

$     100,000 AFTCO Associates

$       50,000 Dr. Jimmy and Mrs. Wendy Cassidy

$       50,000 Drs. Connie L. and Richard R. Drisko

$       50,000 Dr. and Mrs. Alec Nazih Elchahal

$       50,000 Drs. Allen French and Ginger Kirkland 

$       50,000 Dr. Wayne Hester

$       50,000 Dr. Isaac and Mrs. JoAnne Holton Jr.

$       50,000 Dr. Paul Isler and Mrs. Martha Isler

$       50,000 Dr. David and Elizabeth Perry

$       50,000 Dr. R. Steven Powell and Mrs. Deborah Taylor Powell, R.D.H.

$       50,000 Dr. and Mrs. Michael B. Rogers

$       50,000 Dr. Marie Schweinebraten and Dr. Chris McFarland

$       50,000 Dr. Karyn L. Stockwell

$       50,000 Dr. and Mrs. T. Barrett Trotter

$       50,000 The Atlanta Dental Study Group

$       50,000 Georgia Dental Association

$       50,000 Georgia Society of Periodontists

$       45,000 Dr. George MacMaster

$       40,000 Dr. Blake Collins

$       30,000 Dr. Joe and Mrs. Sharon Chafin

$       30,000 Dr. Aubrey F. Hedrick Jr.

$       30,000 Drs. James and Elaine Whitney

$       30,000 School of Dentistry Alumni Association

$       26,000 Dr. Dave C. and Cheryl S. Lee

$       25,000 Dr. William B. Argo

$       25,000 Dr. Leon and Mrs. Barbara Aronson

$       25,000 Dr. and Mrs. Nelson Clements

$       25,000 Dr. and Mrs. Edward J. and Mrs. Lorraine Green

$       25,000 Drs. Ken and Carol Leggett

$       25,000 Dr. Thomas McDonald

$       25,000 Dr. Edward H. and Mrs. Nancy Mohme

$       25,000 Dr. J. Gregory Morris

$       25,000 Dr. Robert and Marianne C. Moss

$       25,000 Dr. Stanley D. Satterfield

$       25,000 Atlanta Business Bank

$       25,000 D.D.S. Staffing

$       25,000 Rhonda Mullins/Vista Pro Consulting

$       25,000 Willeford Group, CPA

$       25,000 School of Dentistry Class of 2012

$       22,000 Alliance of the Georgia Dental Association

$       20,000 Drs. Hugh and Anne Mazzawi

$       20,000 Dr. Emmanuel C. Ngoh

$       15,000 Dr. and Mrs. James W. Holland Jr.

$       15,000 Dr. Grant and Mrs. Shuishan Loo

$       12,000 Mrs. Jean C. Hickey

$       12,000 Dr. Patrick W. Powell

$       12,000 Aegis Publications

$       10,000 Dr. J. Alex and Mrs. Sandra Bell

$       10,000 Dr. Kathy M. Brittingham

$       10,000 Drs. Frank and Gretchen Caughman

$       10,000 Mr. Dale and Mrs. Pam Crail

$       10,000 Dr. Kathryn R. Freedman

$       10,000 Drs. Mike and Jill Golsen

$       10,000 Drs. Philip and Carole Hanes

$       10,000 Dr. and Mrs. John E. Horvath

$       10,000 Dr. T. Howard Jones

$       10,000 Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Jordan

$       10,000 Dr. Victor A. and Mrs. Beth Koehler

$       10,000 Dr. Ben Z. Mibab

$       10,000 Dr. Paul E. Pafford

$       10,000 Dr. Melissa A. Rathburn and Dr. Michael B. Stewart

$       10,000      Dr. Mark A. Retterbush

$       10,000 Dr. Mark and Kathy Ritz

$       10,000 Drs. Matt and Page Smith

$       10,000 Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. Sugarman

$       10,000 Drs. Richard and Rebecca Weinman

$       10,000 Dr. Michael R. Worthy

$       10,000 Mrs. Gwen Fulcher Young

$       10,000 American Dental Association/ADA Foundation

$       10,000 Georgia Academy of Dental Practice

$       10,000 Hinman Dental Society 

$       10,000 MCG Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

$       10,000 MCG School of Dentistry Class of 2010

$         9,000 Dr. James Matthew and Mrs. Leigh Anne Mazzawi

$         8,000 Dr. Daniel and Dr. Becky Carlon

$         8,000 Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Associates

$         7,000 Dr. and Mrs. N. Tyrus Ivey

$         7,000 Dr. Robert J. Michelich

$         6,000 Dr. and Mrs. Clayton R. Davis

$         6,000 Dr. Renee B. Parrish

$         5,500 Dr. and Mrs. Doug Clepper
continued on 38



38

$         5,000 Dr. Andrew R. Allgood

$         5,000 Dr. Doug E. Cleveland

$         5,000 Dr. Timothy and Mrs. Tammy Fussell

$         5,000 Dr. and Mrs. Steven R. Goldberg

$         5,000 Dr. James A. Granade Jr.

$         5,000 Dr. Greg and Julie Griffin

$         5,000 Dr. James E. Haddad Jr.

$         5,000 Dr. Robert W. Johnson

$         5,000 Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Reeda Katz

$         5,000 Dr. Phillip E. Koch

$         5,000 Dr. Richard B. Liipfert

$         5,000 Dr. Dale Madson

$         5,000 Dr. Thomas McDonald

$         5,000 Dr. and Mrs. Ronnie E. Mobley

$         5,000 Dr. Robert H. Smith

$         5,000 Dr. Steven B. Turner

$         5,000 Dr. Jeremy R. Ward

$         5,000 Eastern District Dental Society

$         5,000 New Hampshire Dental Society

$         5,000 Northern District Dental Society

$         5,000 MCG School of Dentistry Class of 1977

$         4,000 Dr. Ralph Cohen

$         4,000 Dr. Michael O. Vernon*

$         4,000 Mr. Don Waters

$         4,000 Southwestern District Dental Association

$         3,300 Dr. Glenn Sosebee

$         3,250 Seattle Study Club of Atlanta

$         3,000 Dr. Susan J. Baker

$         3,000 Dr. and Mrs. Robert Ellis

$         3,000 Mr. Mohammad R. Esfandiarinia

$         3,000 Mr. David Rainwater

$         3,000 Dr. Gino G. Saponari

$         2,700 Dr. James B. Hall

$         2,500 Dr. Brad Lipham and Mrs. Amy Stevens Lipham, R.D.H.

$         2,500 MCG School of Dentistry Class of 2011

$         2,500 Western District Dental Society

$         2,400 Dr. James W. Dougherty

$         2,200 Dr. David A. Causey

$         2,000 Dr. Celia P. Dunn

$         2,000 Dr. and Mrs. L. Maxwell Ferguson

$         2,000 Dr. Wayne W. Herman

$         2,000 Dr. Judson S. Hickey

$         2,000 Dr. Gary A. Lewis*

$         2,000 Dr. Patrick Yancey III

$         2,000 Scientific Voice

$         1,500 Dr. and Mrs. Ronald M. Adams 

$         1,500 Dr. Max J. Cohen

$         1,500 MCG School of Dentistry Class of 2003

$         1,500 MCG School of Dentistry Class of 2006

$         1,500 American College of Prosthodontists–Georgia Section

$         1,200 Dr. Shurlang Yen

$         1,075 Reserve Officers Association, Department of Georgia

$         1,000 Dr. B. David Barrett

$         1,000 Dr. Dara Barron

$         1,000 Dr. Jim Boyle

$         1,000 Dr. Jimmy L. Brock

$         1,000 Dr. Ronald L. Burton

$         1,000 Dr. J. David Carson

$         1,000 Dr. Jeffrey A. Cauley

$         1,000 Dr. and Mrs. Keith Crummey

$         1,000 Dr. J. Benjamin Deal

$         1,000 Dr. C. Weldon Elrod*

$         1,000 Dr. James Fagan III

$         1,000 Dr. John H. Ferguson

$         1,000 Dr. Craig N. Fievet*

$         1,000 Dr. Kevin B. Frazier

$         1,000 Dr. Wade B. Hammer

$         1,000 Ms. Julie Kerlin

$         1,000 Dr. Malcolm Kling

$         1,000 Dr. Thomas Lee

$         1,000 Dr. Lawrence E. Marable

$         1,000 Dr. Bruce A. Preston

$         1,000 Dr. Hal S. Rapper

$         1,000 Dr. James Reynierson III

$         1,000 Dr. Ronald C. Smiley

$         1,000 Dr. Deena Holliman Smith

$         1,000 Dr. Richard A. Smith

$         1,000 Dr. James R. Smouse

$         1,000 Dr. George W. Thomas

$         1,000 Dr. Paul Walls

$         1,000 Dr. Cameron Michael Wimpy

$         1,000 Dr. Marvin Winter

$         1,000 American Association of Endodontists Foundation

$         1,000 American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons

$         1,000 American College of Dentists

$         1,000 American Dental Political Action Committee

$         1,000 Procter & Gamble

$         1,000 West Georgia Dental Study Club

*On behalf of the Class of 1977

560 total donors
Numerous contributors at MCG Club Giving Levels

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS



register online: www.mcg.edu/homecoming

APRIL
23-26HOMECOMING       09

RootsTending Our

Spreading OurBranches

EVENTS FOR ALL ALUMNI

Thursday, April 23

On-site registration
Marriott Hotel and Suites
second �oor, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Friday, April 24

On-site registration
Marriott Hotel and Suites
second �oor, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Hospitality Suite
Marriott Hotel and Suites
Terrace Room, 3-5 p.m.

Saturday, April 25

On-site registration
Marriott Hotel and Suites
second �oor, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

President’s Cookout
President’s Home, noon–2 p.m. 
Join Dr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Rahn for an 
old-fashioned backyard cookout. Bring the 
whole family! Enjoy great food and tour the 
wonderful gardens at the President’s Home. 
Dress: dressy casual

Hospitality Suite
Marriott Hotel and Suites
Terrace Room, 3-5 p.m.

Homecoming Dance
Marriott Hotel and Suites
Oglethorpe Ballroom, 9:30 p.m.-until
featuring The Tony Howard Band and Show. 
Consummate entertainer Tony Howard, one of 
the area’s best entertainers, will perform jazz, 
rock, beach music and oldies. 
Dress: semi-formal

List of school-by-school activities 
available online. 

The MCG campus is a study in young and old, 
traditional and cutting-edge, timeless and current. 
State-of-the-art new facilities are interspersed 
with hundred-year-old buildings, just as saplings 
share the landscape with mighty, time-tested oak 
and magnolia trees. Come celebrate past, present 
and future during Homecoming 2009 at the Medical 
College of Georgia, where we are tending our roots 
and spreading our branches.

Schoo l  o f  D en t i s t r y

Dentistry class reunions will be held for the years

1974, 1984, 1989, 1994, 1999 and 2004
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alumniBITES Awards? Professional Honors? Special Activities? We would like to recognize you. 

Dr. George Crawford  (’75) 
lives on a farm in Aiken, S.C., with wife Dee. 
Son George Jr. is a general surgeon and son Marcus a 
plastic surgeon. Daughters-in-law Monica and Kristina 
also are physicians. Daughter Christine worked in public 
health for several years, then followed her mother’s 
footsteps into business. Between them, they own and 
operate six McDonald’s restaurants in the Augusta area. 
McDonald’s selected Christine as a spokeswoman on 
panels for the Urban League and at high schools for 
the National Black MBA Association. Dee is partnering 
with other McDonald’s operators to build a new Ronald 
McDonald House at MCG. 

Dr. Nelson Clements  (’80) 
practices at Cosmetic, Family & Implant Dentistry in 
Valdosta, Ga. His office features amenities including 
fresh-baked cookies, front-porch rocking chairs, 
blankets, earphones and paraffin treatments to optimize 
personalized attention and care. He aims to make each 
appointment feel like a visit to a trusted friend. For more 
information, visit http://DrNelsonClements.com.

Dr. Lynn Cashwell (’88) 
made a career change to education after 10 years of 
practicing dentistry. She teaches physics, honors physics, 
honors science and joint-enrollment biology at Piedmont 
Academy in Monticello, Ga.

Drs. J. Dell Bennett  (’96) and 
Douglas C. Maxwell  (’96) 
recently opened a new location for their family dentistry 
practice in Valdosta, Ga. After graduating, Dr. Maxwell 
worked on an Indian reservation in New Mexico. Dr. 
Bennett moved to Valdosta from Statesboro, Ga., in 1997. 
Their practice emphasizes a relaxing setting, including 
television screens attached to treatment chairs.

Dr. Anisa Lee Hailey  (’99) 
specializes in cosmetic, 
implant and advanced 
restorative dentistry in the 
Atlanta area through her Alpha 
Cosmetic Dentistry and Austell 
Cosmetic Dentistry clinics. 
She has trained extensively 
in esthetic dentistry, 
implantology, endodontics, 
periodontics and TMJ therapy. 
Dr. Hailey was featured on the 2009 Business Celebrities 
Edition of People You Need to Know. She is a member 
of the American Dental Association, National Dental 
Association and Georgia Dental Association. Visit her at 
www.acdentistry.net.

Drs. Jason Lee  (’06) and Darcie Leonard  (’07) 
were married Oct. 18 in Aiken, S.C. Darcie practices with 
Dr. Charles Wyont in Aiken, and Jason practices with 
Dr. J. Michael Havird in North Augusta, S.C.

Dr. Kisha Turner  (’08) 
has joined the Newnan, Ga., dental practice, Wheat Family 
Dental at Summer Grove. At age 17, she began working 
there as part of a health occupations course at Newnan 
High School—an arrangement she continued summers 
and holidays while earning a biology degree from the 
University of Georgia and her dental degree from MCG.

Dr. Thomas Oppenheim (’78) 
has been named a fellow 
of the American Academy 
of Cosmetic Dentistry, 
joining an elite group of only 
47 dental professionals 
worldwide with the 
designation. Fellowship 
marks the highest level of 
clinical achievement in the 
organization. Dr. Oppenheim 
practices cosmetic dentistry in Thomasville, Ga.

Dr. Blake Collins (’95), 
(left above) received President’s Level recognition from 
Dr. Daniel W. Rahn at MCG’s 2008 President’s Dinner, 
along with his father, Dr. Emmett Collins, a 1953 graduate 
of the MCG School of Medicine. The President’s Level of 
the President’s Club signifies lifetime contributions of 
$50,000 or more to the university.
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Contact Christine Deriso, publications editor, at 706-721-2124 or e-mail cderiso@mcg.edu.

Drs. Christopher D. Childs, Jonathan S. Dubin, 
A. Drew Ferguson, Ben W. Jernigan Jr., 
C. Christopher McFarland, Robert B. Moss Jr., 
David W. Perry, L. Annette Rainge, James A. Roos, 
Ronald C. Smiley and John H. Taylor 
were recently inducted into the American College 
of Dentists.

Drs. Gordon T. Austin, Gordon L. Brady, 
Felix T. Maher, David W. Perry and 
J. Don Spillers Jr. 
were inducted into the International College of Dentists.
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Adam Goodwin, Class of 2011

The mission of the Medical College 

of Georgia School of Dentistry is to 

educate dentists in order to improve 

overall health and to reduce the burden 

of illness on society through the 

discovery and application of knowledge 

that embraces craniofacial health and 

disease prevention. Its vision is to be a 

premier school of dentistry. MCG is an 

affirmative action/equal opportunity 

educational institution that prohibits 

discrimination on the basis of age, 

disability, gender, national origin, race, 

religion, sexual orientation or status as a 

Vietnam War veteran. The MCG School of 

Dentistry believes a diverse student body 

enhances the educational opportunities 

for all students and is beneficial to the 

dental profession, the School of Dentistry 

and the state of Georgia.
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IV Sedation
MCG School of Dentistry

March 11–April 17

31st Annual Marvin Goldstein Lectureship
Augusta Marriott Hotel
Guest Lecturer: Dr. Cherilyn G. Sheets; Directed by Dr. Van Haywood

April 24

Dental C.E. with the Faculty
MCG School of Dentistry

April 25

May 13–June 19 

Clinical Advances in a Restorative Practice
Hilton Oceanfront Resort, Hilton Head, S.C.

May 23–25

www.mcg.edu/ce/dental.html
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C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C AT I O N  

23rd MCG/AAID Maxi Course in Implant Dentistry
Atlanta Institute for Advanced Education

April 16–19
May 14–17

June 25–28
July 16–19

Dental Hygiene Clinical Re-entry
MCG School of Dentistry

May 11–14

Dental Hygiene Alumni Day
MCG Alumni Center

April 24

Clinical Anatomy of the Head and Neck 
MCG School of Dentistry

June 19–22

Symposium on General Dentistry
St. Simons Island, Ga.

June 29–July 4

Dental Hygiene Symposium
Savannah, Ga.

July 17–19

General Dentistry Problem Solving
Atlanta–More details TBA

August 21

Medical College of Georgia
School of Dentistry
Office of the Dean, AD-1119
Augusta, Georgia 30912
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