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Students are our lifeblood” was the
first thing I saw on the door when I
entered the Dean’s Office May 15,
2003. The message permeates the

everyday behavior of our entire faculty
and staff.

This edition of Word of Mouth is chock-full of
recognition for our most precious commodity,
our students. The cover, for instance, illustrates
our June 23 White Coat Ceremony, an annual
initiation of students into the clinical portion
of their education. Also featured in this edition
are photos from Commencement and our
Hooding Ceremony.

We often tell our students it is as hard to get
out of MCG as it is to get in. But we are here to
support them and are dedicated to graduating
the best dentists possible. Consider just a few
indicators of our success:

n Last year’s incoming class of 63 (the
maximum class size) was selected from a ratio
of 3.82 applicants per enrollee, the highest in
recent history.

n Students from counties designated as
health shortage areas represent 20 percent
of the class of 2010, helping meet the goal
of providing qualified dentists in all areas
of Georgia.

n The class of 2009 represents     
19 undergraduate majors (engineering, music,
nursing, etc.) from 30 Georgia colleges  
and universities.

n Under-represented minority students make
up over 10 percent of the student body, with
MCG ranking among the top seven nationwide
for diversity.

n School of Dentistry students’ mean grade
point average exceeds 3.4.
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n The students’ average Dental Aptitude Test
score is 19-plus.

n The class of 2006 had a 100 percent first-time
pass rate for a Georgia dental license.

n The class of 2005 ranked seventh nationwide
on Part II of the National Boards.

n Approximately 85 percent of graduates
practice in Georgia.

When I meet those who hire or partner with our
students, the feedback is always positive: 
Our graduates are well-prepared and ready 
to provide high-quality care for Georgians. 
We couldn’t be prouder! At our recent White
Coat Ceremony co-sponsored by the American
College of Dentists, the International College 
of Dentists, the School of Dentistry Alumni
Association and the School of Dentistry, 
our distinguished guests’ comments made it 
very clear that we have lots to brag about.

I can’t possibly end this shameless bragging session
without thanking our staff, faculty and volunteers
for going that extra mile to support our students.
Without their steadfast support and occasional
tough love, our students would not achieve this
level of excellence. My hat is off to you for 
molding ethical and competent dentists.

Students really are our lifeblood! Even though 
the sign on my door is a little tired and worn, 
our dedication to serving students is renewed 
every day as we strive to provide the best learning
environment possible. We hope our graduates 
can look back as alumni and appreciate the 
high-quality education they received at MCG.
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School of Dentistry Alumni Association Membership Form

Signature

Name as it appears on card

Card Number Expiration Date

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________ E-mail_____________________________________________________

Preferred address (indicate if home or business)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone _____________________________________________________________ Business Phone __________________________________________________________________

$

Membership Levels

__$50 Annual

__$1,000 Lifetime

__$50 Associate

__$60 Annual Joint/Dentistry and Graduate Studies

__$750 Lifetime-new graduates within one year

__Check–make payable to SDAA/MCG Foundation            __MasterCard      __VISA       __American Express     __Discover
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New Building Moves Closer to Reality

Anew building for the Medical College of
Georgia School of Dentistry could come
sooner than originally thought if a
recommendation by the University System

of Georgia Board of Regents is approved by the
state legislature.

A modified capital projects priority list presented
at the June 6 Board of Regents meeting identified
seven projects as high priorities for the university
system and the state of Georgia. The new plan
recommends that the university receive 
$5 million to plan the new dental school building.

Board members approved the list in August and will
present it to Gov. Sonny Perdue for possible inclusion
in the 2008 state budget. 

Other projects on the list include the four highest-
ranking projects from the capital projects priority list:
new academic buildings at Fort Valley State University
and Savannah State University, a science center at

Macon State College and a new College of Pharmacy
building at the University of Georgia. Also new on 
the list, in addition to the dental school building, are
a library at Georgia Gwinnett College and a health
sciences building at Kennesaw State University. 
The MCG School of Dentistry building was previously
ranked number 23 on the priority list. 

“The Board of Regents’ recommendation to 
move the dental school to a higher priority 
ranking underscores the urgent need for an 
upgraded building,” said School of Dentistry Dean
Connie Drisko. “This will expedite our goal to provide
ideal facilities to deliver the best education possible
for the next generation of dental health professionals.
Our dental facility should be a reflection of the high
quality of our faculty, staff and students.”

The $5 million would be used to plan, design and
prepare a possible future building site.

“As the state’s only dental school, we must have a
new facility to continue our mission of ensuring for all
Georgians the finest possible oral health education,
research and clinical care,” Dean Drisko said.

Of the proposed $108 million cost, $78 million
was previously recommended by the Board of
Regents. MCG will seek the remaining $30 million
from individuals, organizations, corporations 
and foundations. 

Jennifer Hilliard

The current facility, which opened in 1970, is badly outdated.

“Our dental facility should 
be a reflection of the

high quality of our faculty,
staff and students.”
–Dean Connie Drisko
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Dr. Damion Rockwell has
wanted to be a dentist
since he was 8 years old.

That’s was when his two 
front teeth came in with a gap
between them.

“I was a very self-motivated kid
but not really confident at all, based
solely on the fact that I didn’t like 
my smile,” he said.

It took the encouragement of his
childhood dentist in Tifton, Ga., 
Dr. Clifford Walker, to help alter 
his perspective.

“He told me I had a beautiful smile
and not to worry about it,” 
said Dr. Rockwell, a 2006 School 
of Dentistry graduate. “It felt good to
have that reassurance. I knew I could
help someone who’s facing that same
kind of fear.”

But Dr. Rockwell, who served as
president of the MCG Student
Government Association his senior
year, admits that his motivation 
for a dental career was not 
altogether noble.

“There are some influences from
movies which aren’t necessarily good
to pattern myself after, like 
Dr. Giggles or that guy in Little Shop of
Horrors,” he said with a laugh. “It’s
just those characters that I loved as a
child… movies that made me say,
‘That’s what I want to do.’ Maybe not
to that extreme, but I just thought it
was awesome.”

Though his career choice inspired
good grades, Dr. Rockwell wouldn’t
call himself the model child. 
“I pretty much stayed in trouble,” he
recalled. “But my parents showed me
right from wrong. I knew the error 
of my ways.”

His parents also made him earn
their trust, Dr. Rockwell said,
something he’s grateful for now. 
“So many of my friends ended up
deceased or with addiction problems;
it’s just the kind of environment we
grew up in.”

Dr. Rockwell calls his father, a
physical education teacher, one of his
greatest mentors. He was particularly
impressed when his father chose to
teach at an alternative school after
19 years at a local school.

“He could have taken the easy
road and finished his career where he
was, but he chose to help these kids,”
Dr. Rockwell said. 
“I try to pattern
myself after him,
but he sets the bar
really high.”

A budding
musician, 
Dr. Rockwell
accepted a music
scholarship at
Abraham Baldwin
Agricultural College
in Tifton, Ga., after
graduating from
high school. 

“I didn’t really
like to practice, I
just liked playing
horn,” he said. “It was never a chore
or a responsibility for me. I just
appreciated the opportunity to play.”

He opted for change his
sophomore year and transferred to
Georgia Southern University in
Statesboro, Ga. He earned his
bachelor’s degree in biology in 2001.

“When I finished college, I was a
little burned out,” he admitted. “So I
took a year to work, mature and get
focused for the next four years.”

Dr. Rockwell shadowed an oral
surgeon in Statesboro the weeks
before he left for MCG. 
The experience piqued his interest
in oral surgery.

“General dentistry appeals to me
because you give people confidence,”
he said. “But with oral surgery,
people come in with extreme pain
and leave a healed person, like they’d
been touched or something… 
the healing process was just amazing
to me.”

Dr. Rockwell
emerged as a leader at
MCG. As SGA president,
he helped create a
campuswide formal
dance for all five schools
this year. (see photo
page 9)

“I presented the idea
to our SGA
representatives my
sophomore year but it
flopped,” he said. 

“Then junior year, we formed a small
committee and it flopped again. At
that point, I decided I’d just run for
president and make it happen. This
year, it came to fruition.”

The formal took place March 10 
at Sacred Heart Cultural Center, and
all MCG students, residents, faculty
and employees were invited. “It was
so great to get everyone on board,”
he said. “Everyone was just so
supportive of it.”

Dr. Rockwell began a general
practice residency at the Bronx
Lebanon Hospital in Bronx, N.Y., 
July 1.

Kim Miller

Dentistry is Lifelong Pursuit
for 2006 Graduate
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David Allen – general practice residency at MCG

Hugh Armstrong – private practice

Maneeza Askaryar – general practice residency in Bronx, N.Y.

Mezgan Askaryar – general practice residency in Bronx, N.Y.

Kyle Carney – private practice in Rome, Ga.

Eric Castor – private practice in Thomasville, Ga.

Katie Chandler – general dentistry residency at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham

Toby J. Clarkson – private practice in Blue Ridge, Ga.

Michael Cox – private practice

Noell Craig – orthodontics residency at MCG

Neely Davis – private practice

Faith Drennon – private practice

Nasser Fiqia – advanced education of general dentistry residency
at Fort Jackson, S.C.

Chris Fleming – general practice residency at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham-Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center

Lauren Hall – private practice in Fayetteville, N.C., with 
Dr. Gary Hall

Martha Harden – pediatrics residency at Ohio State University

Wesley Harden – private practice in Greenville, S.C.

Ben Hawkins – private practice in Gainesville, Ga.

Lainey Hodge – practice in Colorado Springs, Colo.

Justin Hodges – private practice with family

Eumeka Hogans – advanced education of general dentistry
residency at the University of Pacific in San Francisco

Ta Inthirat – private practice in Atlanta

Eleonora Jenkins – private practice in Atlanta

Nick Johnson – general practice residency at MCG

Karthik Kanakasundaram – oral maxillofacial surgery
residency at the State University of New York in Buffalo

Moving Forward  Ross Taylor photos

Now that the MCG School of Dentistry Class
of 2006 has completed the rituals of
commencement and hooding, it’s time for
the graduates’ next steps. These steps will
include residency training, military service
and forays into private practice that will
enhance clinical service throughout the state
and nation. Plans include:
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Trey Kenna – general practice residency at MCG

Robert Lane – private practice in Colquitt, Ga.

Amber Lawson – general practice residency at MCG

Lindsay Leland – associate in Atlanta

Melinda Martin – private practice in Cartersville, Ga.

Jason McGovern – private practice in Tifton, Ga.

Farid Moghaddam – private practice in north Atlanta

Jeff Moore – general practice residency at MCG

Nancy Morgan – private practice in Augusta

Nathan Murrell – private practice in Nashville, Tenn.

Tyler Myers – private practice in Columbus, Ga.

Van Nguyen – private practice in Stone Mountain, Ga.
with Dr. Van Nguyen

Chad Owens – private practice in Augusta

Justin Payne – private practice in Buford, Ga., with
Dr. L. Jason Payne

Alexander Pikus – private practice in north Georgia

Carla Roher – private practice in Savannah, Ga.

G. Shayne Rozier – prosthodontics residency at MCG

Ilisa Stern – private practice in Atlanta

Jennifer Suh – prosthodontics residency at the
University of Michigan

Craig Swiger – private practice

John Tran – private practice in Atlanta

Thomas Twilley – private practice in Toccoa, Ga., with Dr. Thomas
Dale Twilley

John Underwood – Tripler Army Hospital/Schofield Barracks,
Honolulu

Joshua Vess –advanced education of general dentistry residency at
Eglin Air Force Base in Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

Natalja Vlasek – private practice in Washington, D.C.

Heather Willis – private practice in Austell, Ga.

Valerie Woods – private practice in Macon, Ga.

Sky Yielding – private practice in Savannah, Ga., with Howard Dental

                                                          



Supporting Excellence 
in Dentistry

Dr. Ken Hutchinson, representing the 
Wilmer Eames Study Club presents a 
$1,000 gift for the School of Dentistry 
to Dean Connie Drisko. The study club 
is comprised of general dentists dedicated 
to the continued excellence of dental
education and sponsors a continuing
education seminar each November to 
further cutting-edge knowledge for 
general practice dentists.

newsBITES
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Alice Drannon-Hale, Carolyn Kreiger and Alice Metzger, members of the School of Dentistry class of 2007,
participated in the Winter Challenge, a Feb. 4 race in Springfield, S.C., consisting of seven miles of running,
six miles of kayaking and 10 miles of mountain-biking. The MCG team (pictured here during the kayaking
competition) placed first in women’s relays.

The Race is On

Welcome, New Faculty

Dr. Mohamed Al-Sayed Al-Shabrawey,
assistant professor of oral biology and
maxillofacial pathology, completed a
postdoctoral fellowship at the MCG
Vascular Biology Center after earning
his medical degree, master of science
degree and Ph.D. in anatomy and
embryology from the Mansoura Faculty 
of Medicine-Egypt.

Dr. Kale Gray, instructor of oral rehabilitation, served in
the U.S. Army and received an Army Commendation
Medal for meritorious achievement as a dentist/solider in
Iraq prior to joining MCG. In addition to other duties, he
provided free dental care to Iraqi children and adults in
downtown Baghdad during his military service.

Dr. Talmadge D. Wilkins IV, instructor
of oral rehabilitation, earned his dental
degree from the Medical University of
South Carolina and completed a
general practice residency and a 
one-year oral/maxillofacial surgery
internship at MCG.

       



Retiring Faculty Honored

The Medical College of Georgia honored retiring
faculty members during its April 27 General Faculty
Assembly, including School of Dentistry faculty 
William F. Kimbrough and Edna L. Pashley. 

Dr. Kimbrough, associate professor and director of
undergraduate endodontics, joined the faculty in 1992.
He is a 1964 graduate of the University of Texas Dental
School and completed endodontics residencies at the
Walter Reed Army Institute of Research and 
Fort Benning, Ga. He received his master’s degree in
oral biology from George Washington University. 
He received the School of Dentistry’s 1997 Faculty of
the Year Award and the Outstanding Clinical Faculty
Award from the class of 1998. He is president of the
Augusta Endodontic Study Club and a member of the
American Association of Endodontists and the Greater
Augusta Dental Society.

Dr. Pashley, vice chair of the Department of Oral
Diagnosis, earned her dental degree in 1978 and a
certificate in pedodontics in 1980, both from MCG.
She joined the faculty in 1979. She received a 2002
American College of Dentists Professionalism Award
and is a diplomate of the American Academy of
Pediatric Dentistry. She is a member of the American
Dental Association and the Georgia Dental Association.
Dr. Pashley serves as a reviewer for Dental Materials and
the American Journal of Dentistry

Live Procedures Broadcast

The School of Dentistry was one of two U.S. sites
to broadcast live surgeries showcasing new implant
procedures May 5-6.

The broadcasts were part of the Nobel Biocare
World Tour, a 17-city international tour featuring
hands-on workshops for dentists, interactive
discussions among industry experts and practitioners
and live surgical demonstrations from around 
the world.

Nobel Biocare is a leading manufacturer of dental
implants and equipment.

Five dentists from the United States and Canada
brought their patients to MCG for implant surgery and
restorative procedures, according to Dr. Carol Lefebvre,
professor of oral rehabilitation and oral biology who
also serves on the Nobel Biocare Global Advisory
Committee. Drs. Lesley David and John Zarb from
Toronto, Dr. James Maroney from Colorado, 
Dr. Al Kwong Hing from Ottawa and 
Dr. Marianella Sierraalta from Michigan performed 
live procedures May 5. Dr. Peter Moy performed an
operation May 6. All demonstrations took place in the
School of Dentistry’s new restorative and surgical suite.

The procedures were broadcast to dentists
attending the tour’s Phoenix stop.

Residents Take Top Awards

Medical College of Georgia periodontology residents
Drs. Yeritxa Viera and Shahin Madi won the two top
awards at the Southern Academy of Periodontology’s
recent annual Billy Pennel research competition.

Dr. Viera, a second-year graduate
student and resident, won first place
and $500 in the basic science category
for her research on how alendronate, an
anti-cancer drug, helps integrate dental
implants with bone in an animal model
of postmenopausal women.

Implants, used to anchor a prosthesis
such as a partial denture, must integrate into bone to
ensure a firm hold. Alendronate appears to aid
integration by inhibiting osteoclasts, the cells that break
down bone, a finding that also may have implications 
for osteoporosis.

“We’re trying to prove that patients with implants
are going to fare better with this type of medication,”
Dr. Viera explained. She will also study the occasional
and unfortunate side effect of
alendronate cutting off the blood
supply a newly formed bone needs 
to survive.

The second-place award,
including a plaque and $250,
went to Dr. Madi, a third-year
graduate student and resident, for
his research on why calcium
channel blockers, often prescribed to treat
cardiovascular disease, cause excessive gum growth.

Dr. James Borke, professor of oral biology and
maxillofacial pathology in the MCG Schools of
Dentistry and Graduate Studies, serves as the
major adviser for both residents. Dr. Madi also
collaborates with Dr. Carol Lapp, an associate
professor in the same department. Laboratory
technicians Julia Winger and Bharati Bhatt also
help Drs. Viera and Madi with their work.

Drs. Viera and Madi competed against students
from top dental schools across the Southeast. 
As part of her prize, Dr. Viera presented a
research poster at the academy’s 86th annual
meeting June 22-25 in Naples, Fla.

R
ES

EA
R

C
H

Dr. Viera

Dr. Madi
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A Gift with Class
Dentistry graduates Martha Harden, former senior class president,
and Amber Lawson, former class treasurer, present a $1,500 check
to Dr. Connie Drisko, dean of the School of Dentistry, as a senior
class gift. The money will support the School of Dentistry building
fund, launched to create a facility that optimizes dental research,
education and service.

Dr. Myers Named Chair

Dr. Michael L. Myers, interim chair of
Department of Oral Rehabilitation in the School of
Dentistry since 2003, has been named chair.

“It is an honor to have the opportunity to
continue working with Michael in his new role as
chair,” said Dean Connie Drisko. “I am confident
that the department and the entire School of
Dentistry will continue to benefit from his talents
and expertise in prosthodontics, teaching,

scholarship, leadership and patient-
and family-centered care.”

Dr. Myers, a faculty member
since 1990, came to MCG from the
Eastman Dental Center at the
University of Rochester, where he was
assistant chair of the Department of
Prosthodontics and a research and
senior clinical associate. He was vice
chair of the department from1994 
to 2003.

He received the Georgia Section
of the American College of Dentists
Professionalism Award in 1995 and
2003. The School of Dentistry class
of 2000 named Dr. Myers
Outstanding Clinical Instructor and
he received the school’s 2000
Teaching Excellence Award.

Dr. Plummer Named
Outstanding Faculty

Dr. Kevin D. Plummer,
associate professor of
oral rehabilitation,
received the 2006
Medical College of
Georgia School of
Dentistry Outstanding
Faculty Award.
The award was presented during MCG’s April
27 General Faculty Assembly.

Dr. Plummer, a prosthodontist, came to
MCG in 2000 after serving 21 years in the
U.S. Army Dental Corps, where he 
was a consultant to the U.S. Army Surgeon
General for Infection Control in Dentistry 
and for Dental Laboratory Operations. 
He earned his dental degree from Emory
University and completed a residency in
removable prosthodontics at the Letterman
Army Medical Center in San Francisco.

Dr. Plummer received the School of
Dentistry’s 2002 and 2005 Judson C. Hickey
Awards for Outstanding Teaching Effort and
the school’s 2003 Teaching Excellence Award.
Dr. Plummer is a former fellow of the
American College of Prosthodontists and is 
a diplomate of the American Board of
Prosthodontics. He is a member of the
Academy of Fixed Prosthodontics, the Order
of Military Medical Merit, the American
Dental Association and the American Dental
Education Association.

Dancing the Night Away
MCG students enjoyed their first campuswide formal this spring as the
culmination of a full slate of popular TGIF events during the 2005-06 school
year. The events, which alumni generously supported, included an outdoor
barbecue, Halloween party, comedy night and many other activities that
brought students from all five schools together for fun and camaraderie.

9 MCG Word of Mouth
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A Student’s
Perspective MICHAEL WEILER

Some things never change. Like the class average on
Dr. Schuster’s first micro exam—it’s always a 50.
Or the cold sweat that comes over you as your
classmate tries to find your inferior alveolar nerve

with a needle for the first time—then has to try again.
And then there’s centric relation; we all know it never
changes (at a given VDO, that is).

But, thankfully, most things do change, and as a rising
junior at the Medical College of Georgia School of
Dentistry, change seems to be all around me. For one
thing, there’s the transition from the tranquility of
sophomore block (where amazing staff made my
twice-a-week appointments for me) to the perfect storm
of junior clinic (where I schedule—and reschedule and
re-reschedule—my own patients five times a week).

While this means fewer crossword puzz—I mean,
classes—it really demands more time. More time in the
old lab bent over occlusion rims for an RPD records
appointment the next day (and this time it’s for real!).
More time paging through the pharmacology text in
search of the mechanism of action of Atenolol. More time
running all over the school in pursuit of multiple unofficial
consults from accommodating faculty on whether
11 needs a survey crown.

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not complaining—this new
change brings with it the wonderful and rewarding
opportunity to spend time with great patients, many
of whom are related to me anyway and most of whom
are fast becoming close friends. I wouldn’t trade this for
anything—not even for a Class III boards lesion.
Well…maybe for a Class III boards lesion and 17 crowns
ready-to-go.

But all this new clinic time doesn’t mean that my
didactic load has decreased in any way. This is a perfect
place to dispel once and for all the myth that sophomore
year is the worst. It’s not! Sophomore year is perhaps the
only memory for most students that hasn’t been repressed.

No, in my opinion, the choppiest waters come
immediately after sophomore year, when increased clinic
and lab time (see above) is added to a still fair number 
of classes against a darkening backdrop of National
Boards Part I preparation.

NBDE Part I—it is an exam upon which fortunes have
been won and lost (either way, you lose $165), by which

teachers have been hired and fired, and from which
important school bragging rights are derived. It will
determine your entire grade in a two-credit class. 
In short, it’s really, really important. For many, success is
simple: “Look, don’t start studying until the week before
the exam—I didn’t, and I got an 89 in Pathology.” (But this
strategy didn’t hold up for them in the Anatomy section).

For others, brand name is everything: “Dental Stax has
color pictures and the cards are so glossy.” For all of us,
the big exam on July 17 brought relief and—hopefully—
some measure of satisfaction (to us and the faculty) 
after many months of seemingly relentless preparation.

So what did we do the day after taking one of the
biggest tests of our career? 

a. play golf
b. work in clinic
c. agonize over the questions we missed
d. go to Disneyworld
e. a and b
f. b and c
g. a and c
h. a, b, and c
Trick question! The answer is b. Sorry, no break—

it’s right back to clinic where we adjusted to the new
schoolwide switch to digital records. For many of us, this
meant relearning how to set up appointments in Axium
after so recently mastering the old hidden magic of Quick
Recovery. When you add to this the process of learning
how to create a de novo digital record chair-side, 
the learning curve becomes steep indeed.

Much of this is in preparation for one of the coolest
changes of all—the comprehensive care clinic. This will be 
a large clinic on the second floor of the school where
senior students can address the comprehensive needs of
their patients in a single operatory, much like a real office.

At the MCG School of Dentistry, change is all around
us. With change come challenges, of course, but with the
challenges comes competence. The change we face today
as students is slowly but surely preparing us for another
great change—the promotion to the private practice 
of dentistry.

Bring it on.

Ch-ch-ch-ch-changes

Editor’s note: School of Dentistry
student Michael Weiler will write a
regular column in Word of Mouth
chronicling his experiences at MCG.
Following is his debut column.

                



Most teens like to spend
their summer before
college relaxing, but
Kaitlyn Frazier is busy

focusing on her future.
She’s working with 

Dr. John C. Wataha, professor of 
oral biology and maxillofacial
pathology, studying the biological
effects of materials used in 
medicine and dentistry.

“I’m doing a little observing,
getting my hands on lab equipment
and helping out with basic tasks,”
says Kaitlyn, who will begin her
freshman year in the Georgia
Institute of Technology biomedical
engineering program this fall. 
“I’m glad that I get a chance to get 
in the lab and see some research
firsthand before I actually go to
college, so I know what I am 
applying for when I try to get
research positions.”

Hard work and dedication come
naturally to Kaitlyn, who scored
2,360 out of a possible 2,400 points
on the Scholastic Aptitude Test. 
“Her desire to gain some research 
lab experience this summer is typical
of her forward-thinking nature,” 
said her father, Dr. Kevin Frazier,
associate professor of oral
rehabilitation. “As impressive as her
SAT score is, it’s just additional
evidence of the complete student she
has become.”

She was class president, a member 
of the track team, varsity cheerleader
and editor of the yearbook at
Augusta Preparatory Day School.
Kaitlyn also was the theater box
office manager for three years and 
a member of the International
Thespian Society, National Honor
Society and Math Team.

She was named the Student
Teacher Achievement Recognition
student for Augusta Preparatory 
Day School and STAR student for the
Columbia County area and Region
VII, by the Professional Association 
of Georgia Educators.

Kaitlin was drawn to Georgia
Tech after attending Governor’s
Honors, a six-week program
introducing outstanding juniors and
seniors to college-level subjects.
“I didn’t realize how nationally

recognized it was until I went to
Governor’s Honors,” she said. 

“I heard amazing things from
students and teachers who spoke
highly of the school.”

Her expenses will be covered by a
President’s Scholarship. “Also as part
of my scholarship, I get study-abroad
funds and I’m really excited about
that. I want to go everywhere,” she
said. “I took Spanish in high school,
so maybe I’ll go somewhere where I
can use that or, because of the
biomedical engineering, I am looking
at Japan.

“College will be so different from
anything I’ve done,” she said. “First I
was home-schooled, then I went to a
really small school, and now I’m
going to Tech with 11,000
undergraduates. I can’t wait.”

STAR Student Exemplifies Hard Work, Dedication

“Her desire to gain some
research lab experience this
summer is typical of her
forward-thinking nature. 
As impressive as her SAT
score is, it’s just additional
evidence of the complete
student she has become.”
–Dr. Kevin Frazier

Kaitlyn with her father, Dr. Kevin Frazier
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Dental students have a lot on their
shoulders.  As the class of 2009
received white coats June 23 to mark
the students’ initiation into the clinical

portion of their education, the ceremony’s guest
speaker reminded them of both the literal and
symbolic significance.

“As you have that white coat settle on your
worthy shoulders, please know that a new and
greater responsibility now rests on those
shoulders, too,” said Dr. James H. Reynierson, a
dentist in Martinez, Ga. Dr. Reynierson
represented the Georgia section of the American
College of Dentists, which sponsored the
ceremony along with the International College 
of Dentists and the School of Dentistry 
Alumni Association.

Dr. Reynierson urged the students to accept
their responsibility with gratitude and humility.
“Consider yourself blessed and never take this
opportunity for granted,” he said. “No one has
promised to make you into a dentist. 
It is not owed to you, but a great profession is
yours for the effort.”

Trust should be the guidepost of a dental
career, he said. “You cannot buy it or sell it,” he
said. “It comes from doing the right thing for the
patient. It comes from being responsible, sensible,
empathetic and understanding. It is the ingredient
in the successful practice of dentistry.”

Cosmetic dentistry is a wonderful field, 
he noted, but a dentist’s ultimate priority is 
health care. “[If you] find a way to help people
solve their dental health needs and show them
how much you care about what you do for them,
you won’t have a bottom-line problem … 
because they will trust you.”

The challenge, he noted, is to define dentistry
as a vital calling that first and foremost improves
people’s health. Dr. Reynierson congratulated the
students as they begin the journey in earnest,
observing, “It really is a wonderful career.”
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Dr. James H. Reynierson

White-Coat Speaker 
Cites Trust as Guidepost

T R U S T
“You cannot buy it or sell it. 
It comes from doing the right thing
for the patient. It comes from
being responsible, sensible,
empathetic and understanding. 
It is the ingredient in the successful
practice of dentistry.”

       



Scholarships Make
a Big Difference

706-721-8614 
dcrail@mcg.edu

During four years at MCG, our students
can easily run up educational debts of
$100,000 or more. The average debt
for members of the class of 2004 who

applied for financial aid was $80,925.

Our tuition is very modest compared to national
averages, but it is undeniably expensive to earn 
a professional degree.

As we aggressively seek private contributions to
build a new school to better serve students and
the entire state of Georgia, we fully realize that
other needs such as financial assistance to
students also must be considered.

Scholarships are important to students, 
which makes them important to us.
Last year, our students received $113,000 in
privately funded scholarships and $117,00 in
scholarships funded by the school, the state and
the federal government. Military and health
agency grants with service commitments added
another $130,000, bringing the total to $360,000.

That sounds like a lot of financial aid, but the
math—236 students times $81,000 (average debt)
equals $19.1 million—puts things in perspective.
Students were able to close the gap somewhat
with an additional $5.6 million in loans—loans
that must be repaid.

If you can remember how you struggled over
several years to pay off your educational debt 
and are in a position to give back to your alma
mater, please consider a contribution to one of
our many scholarship programs. You can help a
very grateful student get a tremendous head start
on a career.

Please contact me for more information about
investing in the dentists of tomorrow.

Development

DALE CRAIL
DIRECTOR
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Approximately 800 alumni visited campus April
26-28 for Homecoming 2006. Events included
receptions for all five schools, Distinguished
Alumni Award presentations, a cookout at the
president’s home, class reunions, a dance and
many other activities.

Welcome Home!
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EVENTS
Upcoming Continuing Education Courses

Aug. 25: All-day course at the Ritz Carlton Buckhead in
Atlanta by Hinman/MCG Fellow Dr. Pascal Magne on
esthetics, porcelain veneers and other ceramic restorations.

Aug. 26: Half-day presentation by Dr. Magne in Albany, Ga.

Aug. 28: Two-hour overview by Dr. Magne in Augusta.

Sept. 8: Geriatric Dental Update for the entire dental team,
coinciding with the Border Bash, an annual pep rally in
Augusta to kick off the Georgia-South Carolina 
football game.

Sept. 15: Dr. Ahmed Khocht’s presentation in Atlanta for
managing periodontal patients in a private practice.

Oct. 14: A morning course in Athens, Ga., about digital
dental photography, wrapping up in time to enjoy the
University of Georgia Homecoming football game.

Sept. 16: This Atlanta course will feature MCG faculty
members from Mexico discussing treating 
Hispanic patients.

Nov. 3: A daylong program in Augusta introducing the
techniques and philosophy of the Pankey Institute, founded
34 years ago to help spread Dr. L.D. Pankey’s message of
balance in dentistry. This program will help attendees
decide if the Pankey Institute, which lasts several weeks, 
is right for them.

April 27: Goldstein Lecture (coinciding with MCG
Homecoming 2007) featuring Dr. Gerry Chiche of Louisiana
State University discussing ethics. “Saturday CE with 
the Faculty” will be free to Alumni Association members, 
so join now.

Visit www.mcg.edu/ce/dental.html for more information about
these and other courses, including more on the MCG campus and
at resort spots enabling a combination of study and family fun.

 


