
MeG
Med ical College of Georgia
Augusta, Georgia

Volume 1
Number 18

May 1,1980

Finding her birthday
meant months
of work

Persevering through
several months of paperwork
and questions, a gr oup of
secretaries in the dental
building s aw the culmination
of their work recently when
Nellie Thompson celebrated
her first of f i c i a l birthday
a t the age of 62.

The secre t a r ies f ound out
Thomp s on , who works for the
ho usekeepi ng section in t he
dental building, di d not
know her birthday and began
t r a cing t hrough local agen
cies trying to f i nd her date
of birth. The s earch took
about two and a half months
and her birthday was f i na l ly
e s t abl i shed through the
Social Security office.

"I've j ust never known
when my birthday was before ,"

Thompson s tated. "I f e e l
real good f i ndi ng out at
last."

Since her birthday fell
on Sunday , Apr i l 20, members
of the sta ff and f a cul ty
held a party with cake and
refreshments on the Friday
preceding in the dental
build ing.

Complacency-the
biggest enemy
of immunization

The r ecent out br e ak of
red measles (rubeola) in
s everal Georgia communities
is a prime exmaple of wha t
can happ en when the public
i s not e ffectively immunized.

State Health Board offi
cials cite nearly 400 cur
rent reported cases of
measles during the last year
as proof that complacency
and a false sense of secur
ity have caused many parents
to erroneously believe im
munizations for their child
ren are no longer important.

Dr. Frederick Cox, a
Medi cal College of Georg i a
pediat r i c i an s pecializing
in infectious diseas es, be
lieves that "un f ortunatel y
it o f ten takes a dang e r ous
situation be for e peop le r eal
ize the i mportance of immu-
n i za t ion . "

Dr. Cox explains that
babies are born with many
immunities, but this immunity,
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5/ 5/ 80 4-5 p.m.
3Gl, R&E Building

Physiology seminar
featuring Dr. T. Nosek.

5/5-10/80
Fifteenth Annual Family

Practice Symposium .

5/7/80 4 p.m .
Eoom 100, Dental Buildi ng

Cardiology lecture s e r ies 
Dr. Dan McNamar a of the
Texas Children's Hospital
of Bayl or College of Medi 
cine, Hous t on, wi l l presen t
"The Pediatrician's Role
in the Identification and
Management of the Patient
with Heart Disease".

5/8-10/80
MCG School of Dentistry

con t i nui ng educa t i on course,
"Elements of Preventive
Dentistry: A Symposium on
Current Und er s t andLng s ".

5/8-9/80
MCG Alumni Homecoming.

5/1/80 8-11 p. m.
Student Center

Coffee House f eat ur i ng
Rob Cro sby.



Th e first of nine E . Loui s e Gran t S eni o r Nur s ing S cholar
ships was a war ded to Susan Ell en bu r g (c enter) . Pres e n t
ing th e sch o l a r s h ip , worth $1 , 000, are nursin g di r ect o r
Be tt y Golden and Dr. Jos e ph Green , chai r man o f th e de part 
men t o f n eurology.

As par t o f Secretaries Week ,
Nur s i ng Services held sever
al recept ions th r ou gh o ut
th e h ospital for t h ei r c ler
i cal s ta f f . Th os e s hown
en joy i ng a break f rom t h e i r
du t ies were f rom t h e t h i r d
and seventh f loors.

Faculty senate elects
officers for 1980-81

At their April meeting,
the MCG Facul ty Sena t e e l e c t 
ed officers for the 19 80-8 1
t er m. Pr e s i den t f or the
comi ng year is Dr . Max Miller,
associate profes sor of fami ly
practice.

Other officers include
Dr . Robert Nesbit, ass oc i a te
professor of surgery , v ice
president; Dr. Tom Wi edmeier,
associat e professor of physi
ology, secretary and Dr.
Virendra Mahesh, Regents'
professor, cha irman an d
Greenblatt prof essor in endo
crinology, pres ident-ele ct .

State board director
cites nursing problems

"Th e wi de variety of
options in the j ob market
has made people think tw i ce
before going into nursing ,"
says Nancy Dean, executive
di r e c t or of t he State Board
of Nursing.

Dean was on campus recent-

ly for "Nursing Week" activ
ities sponsored by Talmadge
Hospital nursing services.
She ci ted other career op
portunities, low pay and
long hours as major factors
contributing to the current
national nursing shortage.

"The shortage didn't
result from the lack of
licensed nurse s here in
Georgia. Between 1974- 1980
approximately 20,000 nurses
were l i cens ed . Of t his
n umber about 8,000 have
moved out-of-s tate.

"It's hard for peop le
to un ders tand that if t he
number of reg i stered nurses
has no t decreased, why there
is a shortage, bu t people
forget t he number of nurse
related jobs has greatly
increased during this time
period. Also, about 30
percent of licensed nurs es
are not employed. The y are
either in other fields or
fulltime homemakers, " says
Dean .

Sigma Xi holds
annual banquet

The Medical College of
Georgia's Sigma Xi chapter
will hold its annual initia
tion banquet at 6:15 p .m.
May 7 in the Embassy Room
of the Augusta Hilton Con
vention Center . Over 40
young men and women will be
inducted into the scientific
s ociety which was found ed
in 1886.

The keyno te address at
the meeting will be gi ven
by the acting chancellor of
the University System of
Georgia , Dr . Vernon Crawford.
He will speak on the "Rol e
of Research in Hi gher Educa
tion".

The present officers fo r
Sigma Xi are: Dr. Manuel
I . Weisman, president , Dr .
Vi r ginia Zachert , president 
elect, Dr. Harold Moon, s e c
retary and Dr. John Spooner ,
treasurer .



V. BOONPUCKNAVIG MD, C. W. FAIRHURST PhD, Reg .
pa t h , with V. Si t prij a, Chu- prof . /coo r d., dent. mat.,
lalongkor n Hospital, Bang kok , r eceived $64 ,946 from Nat l .

A. A. ABDEL-LATIF PhD, cmb ,
was elected Council for t he
MCG chapter of the S.E. Sec
tion, Soc. for Exptl . Bi o. &
Med . His four-year term
begins on July 1.

J. GREEN MD , chair.,
neuro, received $740 from
t he Muscular Dys t r ophy Assn.

B.S. ALLEN MD, M.H. FITCH
MD, and J .G. SMITH, JR. MD,
chair., all derm, wrote "Mul 
tiple Hamar t oma Syndrome,"
J . Amer. Aca d . Derm. 2 :303
308 , April , 1980.

E.W. BERG MD, wa s cours e
director f or the Emergency
Med . meet ing, Dur ango, Colo . ,
where he presented papers.

BERG, with P.J. NICHOLLS
MD, fo r mer MCG or t ho. res i 
dent , wro t e "Acoust i c Emi s 
sion of Bone," Ortho. Res.
Soc . Tr a nsa c t i ons of t he 26th
Annual Meeting, vol. 5, Feb.,
1 980 .

BERG served as course di
rector fo r the third annual
MCG conf e r ence on Eme r gency
Med. for the Adult & Child.
Also participating were W.A.
SPEI R MD, med, C.W. LINDER
MD, ped , a nd D. WARD MD ,
dir., immediate care.

V.K. BHALLA PhD, J .G .
SUTHERLAND, and M.S. GNANA
PRAKASAM, a l l endocrin,
wro te "Studies on the Nature
of I nteraction between Fol
licle-stimulating Hormone &
the Testicular Receptors,"
Biochim. Biophys. Acta 627:
49-59, 19 80 .

Thail and , M. Keopl ung, Chiag
mai Hospi t al , Tha i l and , and
S. Boonpucknav i g , Mahidol
Univ ., Bangkok , wro t e "Rena l
Invol~ement in Human Tr i chi
nos is ," Ar ch . Intern . Med. ,
vol. 14 0, April , 19 80 .

J . C. CALVERT MD , PhD,
chair . , fam prac , pr es ent ed
"Ambulatory Ger i a t ric Ca r e 
A Nat1. Perspect ive" a t t he
third Int er-university Conf .
on Geriatric Ed. and the
f irs t annual meeting, Sec t ion
of Teachers of Geriatric Hed , ,
sponsored by Amer. Geriatrics
Soc., held i n Chicago.

CALVERT , presented "Ser
vice Integration" at the
co nf ., "Doi ng Business a s
Par t ners : Strategies f or
Improving Primary Care , "
spons ored by the Amer.
Health Plann i ng As sn . , t he
Na t l. Assn . of Communit y
Health Ctrs. , a nd Reg ion I V,
PHS/ HEW.

J .E . CARTER, III, dir.,
minori ty affairs, has been
re&ppointed coordinator of
the United Negro College
Fund Drive at MCG.

H.E. FADEL MD, chief, ma
ternal- f e t al sec tion, and
T.A . HUFF MD, med, wrote
"Amniotic Fluid Insulin and
Gl uc os e Levels i n Diabetic
Pregnanc i e s in Relations to
Birth Weight."

FADEL, wit h E.C. ABRAHAM
PhD, A. REYNOLD S and 1·; . 511\1L 
INGS, all cmb, wrote "Minor
(Glycosyl a t ed ) Hemoglobins
in Cord Blood of Infants of
Normal and Diabetic Mothers ."

FADEL, presen t ed bo th pa
pers at the annual meeting,
Soc. for Gynecologic I nves
tigation, in Denver.

I ns t . of Dent. Res . f or
"Bonding of Porcelain to
Semi - and Non- precious Me
tals. "

F . GOODALE MD, dean , med ,
received $110,4 65 f rom Div .
of Res . Resou r ce s fo r b i o
med. ~es. suppo r t.

K. GREEN PhD, Reg. prof . ,
oph th, r ecei v ed $55 , 931 from
Natl. Eye Inst. for "Role of
Drugs on the Components of
Aqueous Formation."

J.P. LEWIS PhD, med/VA,
wi t h W.A. Neal, VA, F.A.
GARVER PhD, cmb, a nd C.L .
LUTCHER MD, chief, hematolo
gy , wro t e "The Production of
Pros tagland i ns (PGS ) wi t h a n
Ery thropoietin (EPO) Genera
ting Fraction (EGF)," T,lhic h
wa s presented a t the Fdtn .
of Amer . Soc . f or Exptl. Bio .
mee t i ng ( 64th annual), in
Anah e i m, Cal if .

Dall as Eckard, a foreman
with the grounds maintenance
s ecti on retired r ecently
and was presen t e d wi t h a
handsome plaque with in
scrip tions by his co-wor kers
attest ing to his pro fes s ion 
al skil ls and personal
char acte r .
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Off-campus housing
seeks departing
students' aid

Iss ue Edi to rs:
Jo hn Donnelly
Doug Vinson

Assoc iate Di rector :
Alex H. Vaughn

you know which people need
it," says Dr. Cox.

The current outbreak of
measles and the potential
of outbreaks of other dis
eases is due in part to the
effectiveness of past immun
ization programs. The pub
lic forgets that the disease
can exist and thus forgets
about getting the shots.

"It's the same problem
we have with other diseases
when you don't have syrnp
toms ... attempts to get peo
ple to take vaccines for
diseases whose danger is not
immediately obvious, is a
difficult situation."

This employee news letter is
p ub l is hed we ek l y by the
Di vis ion of Ins titutional
Rel a tio n s , James C. Austi n ,
Director . Correspo ndence
should be d i rec ted to:
MeG News , AA 140.

The off-campus housing
office requests graduating
students who are moving to
help new students, faculty
and staff find places to
live. They can do this by
asking their landlords to
list their rentals, or houses
for sale with the off-campus
housing office. There is
no charge to either the stu
dent or the landlord for this
service. Call Evelyn Dunaway
at 828-3684 for further in
formation.

vaccines . These vaccines
are injected into the body
or are taken by mouth. The
body reacts by producing
disease-fighting substances
called antibodies which
build up in the system and
guard against infection for
a long period of time, often
for a lifetime.

"Live virus vaccines
are developed in tissue cul
ture or in eggs so the vi
rus is what we call attenu
ated, that is it produces
protection against disease,
but doesn't produce the
actual disease. These at
tenuated live viruses are
then used as vaccines. Then
the individual to whom
they're given produces his
own antibody response with
out getting a severe case
of the disease."

The pediatrician says the
vaccines work best when they
are given on a regular sche~

ule. Measles vaccine, for
example is not usually given
to infants before they reach
the age of 15 months. When
it is given earlier, it is
not as effective. Oral
polio and DPT vaccines must
be given over a period of
time, in a series of proper
ly spaced doses.

Keeping an accurate re
cord of your child's immun
ization helps ensure that
your child will receive the
proper shots at the proper
time.

"A lot of health depart
ments, hospitals and doctors
offices provide a small card
which is your copy of the
record, and this can be
carried in one's wallet or
stored at home with health
records. This should be
kept for each member of the
family so that should the
need arise for booster doses

Immunology
con't from p.l

received from their mothers,
is only temporary. It wears
off during the first year of
life. That's why immuniza
tion programs which help
children build their own
defenses against disease
should be started early and
carried out faithfully.

There are seven diseases
for which the medical com
munity recommends immuniza
tion: Measles or rubeola;
polio; r~bella or German
measles; mumps; diphtheria;
whooping cough or pertussis
and tetanus. The consequenc
es of not immunizing child
ren against these diseases
can be severe.

"I think most people are
aware of the paralysis that
results from polio. Measles
in two to three percent of
individuals causes severe
encephalitis with brain dam
age, mental retardation, con
vulsions and long t erm con
sequences. Whooping cough,
particularly in young infants,
can be a fatal illness.
Diphtheria causes a severe
infection of the throat
which can cause respiratory
obstruction and death," says
the pediatrician.

How does immunization
work? Dr. Cox says small
quantities of the organisms
that cause a disease (or
materials produced from those
organisms) are made into
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