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Noted psychiatrist next lecturer 
Dr. Jonas Robitscher, 

nationally known for his 
work in psychiatry and 
law,will be the third lec-
turer in the Sesquicenten-
nial Lecture Series. 

Dr. Robitscher is the 
first occupant of the 
Henry R. Luce Chair in Law 
and the Behavioral Sciences. 
This is an Interdiscipli-
nary chair a~tached to the 
Medical School (department 
of psychiatry) and the Law 
School of Emory University. 

He will be speaking on 
"Doctor Patient Dynamics and 
Medical Malpractice" April 
19 from 3-5 p.m. in the 
large auditorium. A recep-

tion following the speech 
will be held in the Student 
Center from 5-6 p.m. Stud-
ents and faculty are urged 
to attend. 

He has written exten-
sively in the field of 
forensic medicine on such 
topics as sterilization, 
abortion and the prolonga-
tion of life; in forensic 
psychiatry he has done work 
on such topics as criminal 
responsibility, psychiatry 
in correction, the retarded 
offender, and the right to 
treatment. 

Dr. Robitscher received 
his MD degree from George 
Washington University School 

of Medicine and his JD de-
gree from George Washington 
University School of Law. 
He was Director of the 
Legal Psychiatry Program at 
the University of Pennsylva-
nia School of Medicine and 
Lecturer in Law at Vil-
lanova University Law Schoo~. 

in Philadelphia. He also 
practiced psychiatry and 
psychoanalysis there until 
1972 when he moved to 
Atlanta and EmoryUniv.ersity. 

Presently he is serving 
on the American Bar Associa-
tion's Commission on the 
Mentally Disabled and on 
the American Psychiatric 
Association's Commission on 
Judicial Action. 

MCG campaign tops $2 million mark 
The MCG Foundation, 

Inc. 's Sesquicentennial 
campa ign has topped the 
$2 million mark , according 
to James C. Austin, execu-
tive director of the 
foundation and director, 
Division of Institutional 
Re]_a tions. 

"Thanks to a $250,000 . 
pledge from the American 
Family Corporation, Colum-
bus, we now have a total 
of $2,160,000 pledged to 
the Sesquicentennial En-
dowment Fund campaign," 
says Austin. 

CPR classes have become a very common ·sight in the denta l 
school. In fact, it is required of all dental students 
to take the CPR training. Dr. Ed Joy chairman, oral 
surgery, explained that not only students take the 
course, but faculty and employes participate also. He 
says that a majority of the people involved with the 
dental school, from professors to clerical workers, have 
completed the CPR training this year. 

The Sesquicentennial 
Fund raising effort has a 
goal of $3 million by the 
end of 1978, the Medical 
College's 150th anniver-
sary. 

Income from the funds 
raised during this cam-
paign will help support 

many MCG functions and 
programs, for which state 
appropriations cannot be 
used. Included in this 
are such items as faculty 
recruitment, endowed pro-
fessorships, lectureships 
aitd student aid. 

Nurse orientation beneficial 
The first day on any 

job can be hectic and 
frightening, but especially 
in patient care. 

A program now offered 
to new nurses at the Medi-
cal College attempts to 
ease the initial confusion 
by providing supportive 
counseling and on-the-job 
training. 

Dr. Kathryn Rufo, direc-
tor of staff development, 
defines the Professional 
Nurse Development Program 
as one of continuing educa-
tion sponsored by nursing 
service. 

"All newly employed 
nurses with less than one 
year's experience in 
nursing or no experience 
during the last five years 
are eligible," says Rufo. 
"They must, however, have 
at least applied for Geor-
gia licensure and be 
willing to remain at MCG 
for one year's service." 

The program consists of 
a three week basic orien-
tation, followed by 
approximately ten weeks 
of individual guidance by 
a knowledgeable clinical 
nurse facilitator. 
The new nurse shares staff 
responsibilities with the 

facilitator on ~11 rota-
tions, reinforcing an under-
standing of the many phases 
of nursing care. 

"Developing proJessional 
nurses are allowed to as-
sume the duties of charge 
nurse at their own pace," 
states Rufo. The guided 
clinical experience is 
interspersed with evalua-
tive conferences, during 
which the nurse, facilita-
tor, staff development 
instructor and an adminis-
trative counselor discuss 
the nurse's progress and 
needs within the program. 

"This program is offered 
throughout the hos pi. tal and 
clinics," she adds, "and 
has proved effective and 
educational for all con-
cerned. The greatest ad-
vantage which we see in 
our program is that the 
new nurse and facilitator 
work as a one-to-one team 
for the duration of the 
program." 

"Training is tailored 
to provide flexibility to 
meet individual needs. 
We are seeing better work-
ing adjustments and ad-
ministrative maturity as 
a result." 



Cell death .. the search of why 
Why is it that the hu-

man nervous system produces 
twice as many cells as 
needed, and therefore, 
half of these cells die? 
This is a question that 
has enveloped an MCG re-
searcher in several years 

of work. 
Dr. G.S. (Paul) Sohal~ 

associate professor in the 
department of anatomy, 
would like to answer that 
question. Working with 
nerve cells, he explains 
that all but one theory 

Dr. Sohal's research concentrates on embryos. 

as to why half of these 
cells die during normal 
development has been 
eliminated. He is now 
trying to prove that theory , 

Dr. Sohal feels if he 
can answer fhis question, 
that is if we know why a 
cell dies during normal 
development, we will know 
why it lives and that may 
be the key to many illness-
es and disorders that 
presently baffle health 
professionals. 

As late as 1936, in-
vestigators found it dif-
ficult to believe that 
cells could be dying at a 
stage when the embryo needs 
more and more of them. 
It is now well documented 
that normal cell death 
can and does occur during 
development in vertebrates 
and invertebrates. 

An example of this would 
be as the human embryo 

develop~ the digits are 
webbed. As development 
proceeds normally, the 
cells die in this webbing, 
and the digits are sepa-
rated by the time of birth. 
Similarly, the human is 
not born with a tail. 

The implications of 
finding out why a normal 
cell dies are enormous, 
according to Sohal. There 
are all sorts of congenial 
malformations resulting 
from a cell death and by 
knowing the why of this 
death, perhaps it could 
be prevented. 

While experimentation 
is of ten tedious and cer-
tainly time consuming, 
this methodical elimina-
tion of all possibilities 
will eventually produce 
results. Sohal is hoping 
that his answer is within 
reach, not more than two 
years away. 

Information programs honored 
Medical College of publication; and Exploring 

Georgia public and patient Health, a weekly feature 
information programs cap- radio program. 
tured several honors in Second place awards were 
recent competition sponsored earned by Intercom; More 
by the Georgia Hospital than a Job, a nursin-g~-
Association, PR Society. recruitment booklet; and 

First Place honors went Monday features, a weekly 
to the MCG television news print media feature story 
package, a monthl feature series. 

~'-'l-~--''--~-'=''--''--=--~~~~-~~~~~~~-

p a ck age of stories that is All of the winning 
released to Georgia com- entries were sponsored and 
mercial TV stations; the produced by the Division 
C&Y calendar, a special of Institutional Relations. 

Ankle sprains are most common 
It can happen in football, 

or jogging, or tennis, or 
skiing -- any form of exer-
cise can result in an athle-
tic injury. 

Dr. Robert L. Brand, 
clinical instructor of ortho-
pedics, explains that ath-
letic injuries may vary from 
mild sprains to serious and 
potentially life-threatening 
injuries. He adds however, 
that most injuries are not 
severe enough to alter a 
person's life style. 

Probably the most conunon 
athletic injury is an ankle 
sprain. Related to sprains, 
but not as severe, are the 
"over-use" syndromes, in 
which muscles or tendons are 
chronically strained with 
exercise. Such is the case 
with a "tennis elbow" or a 
"bad knee." 

Brand relates that sur-
prisingly, running sports 
cause more injuries than 
team sports. "The indi-
vidual sports, jogging, 
tennis and so forth, pro-
bably produce the most 
injuries." 

Brand adds that body con-
tact sports are not neces-
sarily the most dangerous 
and that some of the most 
serious injuries, for exam-
ple, skiing accidents, occur 

without body contact. 
One of the most publicized 

athletic injuries is the 
knee injury, according to 
the orthopedist. Once con-
sidered severe athletic 
handicaps, knee injuries 
can now be treated with 
greater success. 

Basically, says Brand, 
while all athletic injuries 
cannot be avoided, there are 
several ways to minimize 
them. First of all, it 

helps to stay in shape. 
"Persons who are well-coor-
dina ted and in good physical 
condition certainly have 
fewer injuries, and their 
injuries tend to be less 
severe." 

Secondly, cautions Brand, 
"It's important to start 
slowly and increase the 
length of time and degree of 
difficulty of what you're 
doing." 

Brand also advises good 

conunon sense to combat 
athletic injuries. Don't 
overuse a painful or swollen 
joint. Try to grade compe-
tition so that persons with 
roughly equal athletic abil-
ity are opponents. And with 
children especially, don't 
encourage "winning" at any 
cost. 

"Finally, be familiar 
with basic first aid in case 
an injury should occur," 
he says. 



Donation made 

Dr. John B. O'Neal (L), a practicing physician in Elber-
ton recently presented a check to MCG President, Dr. 
William H. Moretz, in memory of the late Dr. Robert E. 
Perry. Dr. Perry an MCG graduate, formerly was presi-
dent of the Medical Association of Georgia. The money 
was contributed by several of Perry's former MCG class-
mates. Memorial gifts such as this one help support the 
MCG Foundation's many activities for which state appro-
priations cannot be used. 

Dr. Joy receives award for film 
Dr. Edwin D. Joy Jr.~ chairman of oral surgery at 

the Medical College of Georgia School of Dentistry, re-
ceived the award of best teaching film of 1977 by the 
American Society of Oral .Surgeons. The 16 mm color film 
titled "Immediate Reconstruction Following Cancer Sur-
gery ,"was written by Dr. Joy and Dr. Jose Terz at the 
Medi ca l Col l ege of Virginia in 1977. It will be used 
to teach medical students, surgeons, and dental students 
throughout the country. 

Woman's club makes contribution to fund 

Mrs. Howard Fogle, president of the Metropolitan 
Woman's Club ~nd Mrs. Wayne Parsons, chairwoman of the 
educational committee of the MWC recently contributed 
$200 to the Medical College of Georgia Foundation, Inc. 

James C. Austin, executive director of the foundation, 
explains that money placed in the foundation provides 
support for faculty recruitment, faculty salary supple-
ments and student aid. 

Austin notes that every dollar contributed to f ounda-
tion' s student aid fund is matched by nine dollars from 
the federal funds. "This means that a- gift of $200 will 
in reality amount to $2,000. 

AMSA-Eaton awards honor two MCG students 
Two MCG students have won recognition in the 20th 

Annual AMSA-Eaton Medical Art Award Competition. The 
awards were for medical illustration in the professional 
student division. 

David Peace received a third place award for his 
illustration, "One Step in Bowel Resection." Honorable 
mention went to Mickey Senkarik for her "Open Reduction/ 
Internal Fixation: Left Humerus." 

The AMSA-Eaton Art program is designed to stimulate 
interest in the use of graphics in medical communication. 

Winners will receive national recognition in leading 
medical journals and in the AMSA-Eaton Medical Art Gal-
lery to be displayed at major medical meetings through-
out the year. 

Four-color reproductions of prize-winning photos and 
illustrations will appear in the seventh edition of the 
AMSA-Eaton Medical Art Album, which is distributed to 
individuals and institutions in the health care field. 

Alumni sesquicentennial week 
MCG alumni will gather 

for a special 150th anni-
versary celebration May 11 
and 12. Activities for the 
Alumni Sesquicentennial 
Happening will include re-
unions, banquets, continu-
ing education classes, tours 
and excursions. 

Another Sesquicentennial 
event will be Founders' 
Week, Oct. 24 to 28, during 
which a historical pageant 
is scheduled. Dr. Ph~nizy 
Spalding will write a Ses-
quicentennial history of 
the college, and a picto-
rial history brochure also 
will be published during 
the year. 

The Sesquicentennial 
Lecture Series has already 
brought two distinguished 
speakers to campus -- Dr. 
Arthur Kornberg, who spoke 
on "DNA in Biology; Medi-
cine & Society" and Dr. 

LOUIS P . GANGAROSA PhD , DDS , professor 
coordinator , pharmacology, oral, biology , 
presented continuing education course 
"Electrica l Medication ( Iontouhoresi s ) 
i n Dental Practice , in the School of 
Dentistry . 

Additionally, GANGAROSA along with 
N. H. PARK DDS , MSD , oral biology , 
pharmacology , an d J . M. HILL PhD , cell 
and molecular biology , published "Ionto -
phoret i c Application of Ar a - AMP ( 9- B- D-
Arabinofu ranosyladenine 5 ' - Monophos -
phate ) into AC.ult Mouse Skin, " Proceed -
ings of the Society for Experim~ 
Biology and Medicine , 156 , 326 - 329 , 
197 7. 

GARY M. WHITFORD PhD , DMD, oral bio l ogy , 
physiology , alon g wi th GEORGE S. 
SCHUSTER.PhD, DDS , cell and mo lecular 
biology , "ciral biology , coordinator , 
dental microbio logy , DAVID H. PASHLEY 
DMD , PhD ; oral biology and P . Venkates -
warlo PhD , published " Fluoride Uptake 
by Streptococcus , Mut'a ns 6 715 , Infection 
and Immunity , 1 8 : 680 - 687 , 1977 . 
. In addition , WHITFORD , and GAIL I . 
STRINGER BS , oral b i ology , physio l ogy , 
published " Durution of the Fluoride-
Induce d Urinary Co ncentratinf Defect 
in Rats ," Proceedi n gs of tr.e Society 
for Experimental Bio l ogy and Medicine , 
157 , 44 - 49 , 1978 . 

LAWREIJCE C. HARTLAGE PhD , neu r ology , 
pediat rics , recently presen t ed , a t the 
Sympo sium on Eth ical I ss ue s at South -
eastern psychological As sociation mee t -
ing in At l anta , " Age Relat ed Psycho.lo -
gical Cor r ela tes of Recovery from Coro -
nary Heart Dis ease ," and " Compari son 
of WISC a n d WISC - R Regression Lines for 
Academic Predictio n ." He a l so chair ed 
the symposi um. 

WI LLIAM B. STRONG 
MD, pediatr ics , 
ch i ef , cardi o l ogy , 
medical educa tion , 
educational re -
search a n d deve l-
o pment , h as been 

appointed to America n Heart Associa -
tion Cow~ittee on Exercise Testin g in 
Chi ldre n . 

He also has been appoint ed to Ameri -
can Heart Association Executive Com-
mittee Council Card i ovascular Disease 
in the Young. 

Addition a l l y , he was v isi t ing p r o -
fessor of pedi a trics at Brooke Army 
Medical Center i n Te xas . 

And fi n ally , h e present e d grand 
roun ds at the Unive r sity of Texas in 
San Antonio . 

PAUL F . MILNER MD , pathology , presented 
a n abstract ent itled "Cellular Pa t h -
ology of Sickle Ce ll Anemia , " at the 
Inter national Confer ence on Si ck le 
Cel l Disea se ; A World Health Problem, 
i n Washingt on . 

WILLIAM H. MORETZ , MD , president , pro-
fessor, surgery , h a s recently been 
appointed as a member of the Rooseve l t 
Warm Springs Rehabilitat ion Center 
Advisory Committee . 

G. S . SOHAL PhD and THOMAS A. WEIDMAN 
PhD , anatomy , presented " Loss of Axons 
fro m Norma l and Peripherally Deprived 
Trochlear Nerve ," at the Society for 
Neuroscience , Seventh Annual meeting 
recent l y in Cal ifornia . 

Additionally , he, R . K. HOLT PhD, 
a natomy , a n d S . DAVID STONEY PhD , phy -
siology , presented "Trochlear Nerve : 
On set of Transmiss i on a nd Development 
of Neuromuscular Relat i on ships ." 

John Cooper, who presented 
"Changing Concepts in Bio-
medical Research/Educa-
tion." The schedule of 
upcoming speakers is ~s 
follows: 

April 19, Dr. Jonas 
Robitscher "Doctor-Patient , . 

Dynamics & Medical Mal-
practice'~ 

Oct. 11 or 18, Former 
Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk, topic to be announced. 

Nov. 8 1 Dr. Edmund Pel-
legrino, "Sources of Medical 
Morality~' 

Decernber1 Former Presi-
d~nt Cerald R. Ford has 
been invited and we are 
awaiting a reply, 

Finally, a Sesquicenten-
nial Campaign Victory Cele-
bration will be held at 
year's end. 

The cost of these events 
is largely underwritten by 
the MCG Foundation, Inc. 

WALTER JONES EdD , st udent a ffa i rs , 
chaired session on " Professional School 
Links with Centra l Admi ssions and Re -
cords " at the a nnual meetin g of Sout hern 
Association of Col l egiate Registrars 
and Admissions Officers in San Antonio . 

MANJIT SINGH MD , 
gastroente r ology , 
c l inical i nves ti-
gator , medicine , 
h as pussed the 
subs~ec ialty e xam-
ina t ion boards in 
ga stroenterology . 

TERRENf E T . KUSKE MD , associate dean , 
currictllum, has been awarded a $70 , DOO 
grant f rom the Division of Medicine , 
HEW , for " MCG Training Program for 
Category II USFMS ." 

BARRY M. GOLDMAN DDS , prosthodontic s , 
recently presented "Maxi llofacial Pros -
thodont ics " at the Annual Doc tor ' s 
Night of the Augus t a Dental Assistant ' s 
Society . 

G. S . SOHAL Ph D, anatomy , pub lished 
" Development of the Oculomotor Nucleus , 
Wi th Sp ec ial Reference to the Time of 
Cell Origin and Cell Death ," Brain 
Research , vol . 1 38 , 217 - 228 , 19 77 . 

JAMES M. HI LL PhD , ce ll an d mo lecular 
biology, h a s recently been awarded a 
8244 , 232 grant from the National 
Institute of He al th f or " I ontophoresis 
of Ara - AMP to Herpes Virus Les i ons ." 

E . C. ABRAHAM PhD , associa t e research 
profe ssor , TI TUS H. J . HU I SMAN PhD , 
DSc , regent s pr ofessor and c hairman , 
G.A . NIAZI PhD , F . A. GARVER PhD , a ll 
cell and molecular bio logy , J . B. HUDSON 
MD , me dicine , ch ie f , nephr ology , and 
T. OZAWA MD , medicine , both VA Hospital 
affiliates , have written a paper e nti -
t l ed "Hemoglob i n F Levels in Pat ient s 
with Chron i c Renal Failur e ," Hemog l obin , 
1 ( 8 ), 861 - 873 , ( 1977 ). 

I n addit ion , ABRAHAM and HU I SMAN are 
the author s of "Differences i n Affinity 
of Variant B Chains for L chain s : A 
Possible Explanation for the Variat i on 
in the Percentages f o B Chain ~ariant 
in Heterozygotes ," Heino g lob in' , 1 ( 8 ), 
86 1- 873 , (1 9 77 ) . 

FRANK RI VAS MD, card iology~ has re -
cently been electe d t o the Fe l lowsh ip , 
Council on Clinical Cardiology of t he 
American Heart Association . 

SUSAN P . PORTERFI ELD PhD , phys i ology , 
has published " Effe cts of Mate rnal 
Hypothyroidism on In Vitro Metabolism 
of [ 1 - C- lli )- glucose in Rats , " Hormo ne 
and Me t abo l ic Research , 9 (6 ): 502 - 506 , 
1 977 . 

GEORGE H. NELSON PhD , MD , chief , fe tal 
medic i ne , obstetrics a nd gynecology , 
and SUSAN DONNELL , re search ass ista nt 
I , obstetrics and gynecology, have 
written "Amniotic Fl u i d Soectral Analy-
sis in Sickle Cell Disease ," American 
Journal of Ob stetrics and Gynecology , 
Volume 1 30 , J anuary 1 , 1978 . 

BASHIR A. CHAUDHARY MS , pu lmonary me di -
cine , and N. K. Burki , durin g fellow -
ship tra ining at the Unive rsity of 
Kentuc k y , Lexington , published "Ea r 
Oximetry i n Cl inical Practi ce ," 
American Review of Resp iratory Disease , 
117 : 173 , 197 8 . 

I n addit i on , CHAUDHARY along with 
Burki , K. Mitchell , and F . Zechman , 
al so publ i s he d " The Ability of As t hma -
tic s to Det ect Added Resistive Loads ," 
American Review of Respirat ory Disease , 
117 : 71, 197 8 . 



Housekeeper runs unusual business 
Ask somebody on a Mon-

day morning what they did 
during the past weekend 
and you're likely to re-
ceive a reply "Oh, I just 
took it easy," "I worked 
around the house," or "I 
went out with some 
friends." 

If you asked house-
keeper Gussie Wright what 
she did during her week-
end you might get the same 
sort of reply, then again 
you might also hear some-
thing like "Well, I buried 
a couple of folks ... " 

For the past seven years · 
Gussie has worked as a 
housekeeper at MCG. And, 
for the past four years 
she also has had a part'-
time "full-time" job as a 
funeral director in her 
hometown of Lincolnton. 

Wright got into the 
funeral business when her 
husband died in 1974. 
The easy-going and person-
able housekeeper explains 
that when she married her 
husband in 1936 he was 
making one dollar a day. 

"Times were hard back 
then, but I've always 
said and believed that if 
you work hard, IS'aVe and 
have the right kind of a 

marriage partner you can 
accomplish about anything 
you set your mind to," 
says Wright. 

After holding various 
jobs Wright's husband 
started working for Reese's 
Funeral Home in Lincolnton. 
Eventqally he branched out 
and started his own busi- · 
ness which he managed from 
195.4 to 1973. 

rrover the years we were 
able tr buy 100 acres of 
land~ an eight room house 
and help put our two child 

ren through college. I 
am proud of being able to 
accomplish that," says 
Wright. 

Gussie says it. takes 
a lot of patienc~ to be in 
the funeral business. 
"Anytime you're dealing 
with the public it takes 
patience. There are some 
people that are easy to 
understand and then there 
are others that you never 
understand. I just try 
to take things one d1ay at 
a time." 

"The only thing you can 
be sure of in working with 
the funeral business in 
a small town is that as 
soon as you have done 
your housework and you 

Gussie dusts off file cabinets in registrar's office. 

take a minute to rest, 
that's when the phone is 
going to ring and t hen 
you're back on your feet 
making arrangements for a 
funeral," says Wright. 

Wright says living out 
in the "open spaces" in 
the . countryside of 
Lincolnton and spending 
time gardening and sewing 
help her relax. 

"I really enjoy seeing 
the grandchildren and 
s pending time with people 
I like. Being i n the 
business I am in makes 
you much more aware of 
just ,how important it is 
to do the things with 
other folks that you w2nt 
to do because it is so 
easy to take for granted 
that they will always be 
around and tha t i sn ' t 
necessarily so," says 
Wright. 

Intercom, the newsletter of the 
Medical College of Georgia, is 
published monthly by the Division 
of Institutional Relations . Corre-
spondence is invited and should be 
addressed to Intercom, room 133, 
Administration Building . The 
Medical College of Georgia is an 
equal employment opportunity 
institution. 
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Family practice patients meet 
During a recent meeting 

with patients, representa-
tives from the Family Prac-
tice Center proposed the 
establishment of a Patient 
Advisory Council. This 
council would provide a 
means of feedback regarding 
patient services; as well 
as distribution of patient 
education information. 

Dr. Jon Calvert, chair-
man of family practice 
opened the meeting with 
the comment that fOr any 
health care team to work 
effectively, the patient 
must be at the center. 

Walter Cheng, the family 
practice social worker, 
then explained that the 
establishment of a Patient 
Advisory Council could 
only upgrade and help 

build a stronger program 
of health care. 

Those present were 
surveyed as to their use 
of the Family Practice 
Center and to whether or 
not they would like to 
see such a council initi~ 
ated. All agreed that the 
concept was a good one 
and art ad hoc organiza-
tional committee presently 
is at work on the estab-
lishment of the council. 

As one patient pointed 
out at the conclusion of 
the session, ,·,This marks 
the first time that a 
health care provider is 
asking us, the consumers, 
what's important to us, 
and is not telling us 
what's important for our 
good health." Cheng makes point 
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