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Sydenstricker Dedication 

WING OPENS WITH FANFARE 
Dedication ceremonies for the 

Virgil P. Sydenstricker Wing of the 
Medical College of Georgia's 
Talmadge Memorial Hospital will 
be at 2 p.m. Oct. 13. 

Dr. William H. Moretz, presi-
dent of the Medical College, will 
preside over dedication activities. 
The Rev. John R. Richardson of 
the Board of Regents will give the 
invocation; and the 434th Army 

Band of Fort Gordon will play The 
National Anthem~ 

The building will be presented 
by Dr. George L. Simpson, Jr., 
chancellor, University System of 
Georgia and accepted by Dr. Fair-
field Goodale, dean, School of 
Medicine ·and medical director, 
hospital and clinics; Dr. William 
A. Scoggin, chief of staff; and 
Richard Gillock, hospital adminis-
trator. 

VJt. Wil)'.,.{,am H. MoJtetz, pJtv.,,i,dent o{i, :the Med,i,c_al College o{i, 
GeoJtg,i,a, Jtequv.i.t6 the honoJt o{i, youJt pJte.J.>enc.e at. the ded,i,c_at,i,on 
o{i, the V,i,Jtgil P. SydenotJUc.k.eJt W,i,ng o{i, Talmadge Memo!Ual Ho.opilal 
at 2 o'c.1-oc_k. ,i,n the a{i,teJtnoon o{i, Wednv.iday, Oc.tobeJt 13, 7976. 

CeJtemon,i,v., will b,e ,i,n {i,Jtont o{i, the new w,i,ng uvile.J.>.6 theJte ,{,f.i 
,i,nc.1-ement weatheJt, ·,i,n whlc.h c_aoe, c.eJtemon,i,v., will be held ,i,n the 
lcutge audilo!Uum o{i, the Educ_a.t,{,on Build,i,ng, beh,tnd Talmadge. 

Th,{,f.i ,{,f.i a mof.it h,{,f.ito!Uc_ oc_c_a,o,i,on {i,oJt the Med,tc_af_ College o {i, 
GeoJtg,i,a and we would appJtec_,i,at.e youJt pJte.J.>enc.e. 

We look. {i,oJtWaJtd to .6 eung you on that day M we JtemembeJt one 
o{i, the gJteat phy.6,i,uan leadeM o{i, the Med,tc_al College, and th,{,f.i 
na.t,{,o n, and ao we on {i,,[uaily t:.a.k.e anotheJt po.oiliv e and pJtogJtv.,1.i,i,v e 
1.itep ,i,n heal.th c.Me educ_a.t,[on and f.ieJtv,{,c_e {i,oJt the State o{i, GeoJtg,i,a. 

Chappelle Matthews, chairman, 
House of Representatives Commit-
tee on the University System of 
Georgia will give the dedicatory 
address. 

Guest speakers include Dr. John 
Bell, Jr. , chairman, Board of 
Regents; Dr. Woodrow Goss, presi-
dent, School of Medicine Alumni 
Association; Lewis A. Newman, 
Augusta mayor; Edward Mcintyre, 
chairman, Richmond County Board 
of Commissioners, and Robert G. 
Stephens, Jr. , 10th District U.S. 
Re pre sen ta tive. 

The new $12 million dollar wing 
will add 214 hospital beds to 
Talmadge's existing 400. Says 
Pres. Moretz, "The dedication of 
this modern addition to the 
Talmadge Memorial Hospital is a 
giant stride for MCG in its move 
to meet the health care needs of 
all the people of Georgia. 11 

Dr. Moretz adds that it is 
fitting that the building be named 
in memory of a man who influenced 
the institution and its students as 
did Dr. Sydenstricker. 

'Sydie' 
"He was small. In physical size 
that is .... When first you met 
him you thought he belonged to 
an earlier generation. After he 
spoke a few words you knew he 
belonged to the next .... He could 
say more in silence than most 
men say in lengthy discussions. 
He was one of the few men who 
knew medicine. He had no time 
for the seco nd rate. He is sued 
rare compliments to his house 
officers. When he did the man 
did,not forget it--ever. His in-
tellect could not be measured and 
his presence filled the environ-
ment. He was large--in brain 
power. He was Sydenstricker. 11 

Those are the words of J. 
Wi.llis Hurst, MD, today chair-
man o f the department of medicine 
at Emory University, Atlanta, but 
also a former student and col..;. 

continued on page 4 



Faculty emeriti, presidents 
recognized at Alumni Day 

Interior decor is eyeopening 
Why should a hospital look The vibrancy and brilliance 

like a hospital? of the colors go a long way in 
That thought-provoking ques- helping to eliminate the sterile, 

tion must have been in the minds impersonal, blandness that 
Oct. 13, 1976 has been des-

ignated "Alumni Day" at MCG. 
Alumni from all five schools have 
been invited to the campus to 
participate in the dedication 
ceremonies of Sydenstricker 
Wing as well as other alumni 
activities. 

The School of Medicine Alum-
ni Association has planned an 
exciting day, beginning with a 
9 a. m. tour of various points of 
interest at MCG including the 
Sydenstricker Wing and the Alum-
ni Activities House. 

The Alumni Activities House 
is the former superintendent's 
residence adjacent to C'ld TJni-
vers ity Hos pita 1. The two-story 
brick structure is being renovated 
at a cost of $26,340 to provide 
office space for the Alumni Af-
fairs Office, the MCG Founda-
tion, Inc. , and the Director of 
the Divis ion of Institutional Re -
lations. The House also wilL 

The bolder 
ones ask, 
'Who was he' 
Editor's Note: The following is 
an excerpt from an article writ-
ten by Dorothy H. Mims, MCG ref-
erence librarian. 

As the Medical College of 
Georgia prepares to open the 
Sydenstricker Wing of Talmadge 
Memorial Hospital, many stu-
dents have been heard to re-
mark, "What a funny name for 
the building. " 

Upon being informed that it 
is named in memory of Dr. Virgil 
Preston Sydenstricker, the bold-
er ones may ask, "Who was he?" 
The more prudent ones remain 
silent so as not to disclose their 
ignorance. Such a question 
would have been unthinkable 2 0 
years ago. They knew who Dr. 
Sydenstricker was. Admittedly, 
the school was much smaller 
then, but his eminence was not 
confined to being an outstand-
ing member of the faculty from 
192 0 until his retirement in 195 7. 

There were giants on the 
earth in those days, and Dr. 
Sydenstricker was one of extra or .... 
dinary stature. In addition to 
being an astute clinician and 
master teacher, he was a -recog-

continued on page 4 

provide social accommodations 
for alumni gatherings and other 
small group meetings. 

After the morning tour, the 
Alumni Association will have a 
luncheon at the Executive House 
honoring faculty emeriti of the 
School of Medicine and past 
presidents of MCG. They will 
be recognized and made honorary 
lifetime members of the Alumni 
Association. 

The alumni activities will 
resume on campus with the 2 p. m. 
dedication ceremonies of Syden-
stricker. 

The School of Nursing Alumni 
Association will close the day's 
events with a reception. Accord-
ing to Chris Hamilton, president, 
it will be held in the School of 
Nursing, beginning at 3 p. m. 
Acting Dean, Mrs. Leilee P. 
Ault, along with other nursing 
faculty will be present. 

of the individuals who designed characterizes so many hospitals. 
the new 12 million dollar Virgil The structural system of the 
P. S yde ns tricker addition to Ta 1-
ma dge Memorial Hospital. The 
architecture is most unusua 1. 

It is appropriate that Virgil 
P. Sydenstricker, a physician 
who made such innovative strides 
in the field of medicine, should 
have his name associated with 
such an innovative structure. 

The modern geometric lines 
of the eight-story rectangular 
building give Sydenstricker a 
distinctiveness all its own, but 
still allows it to blend with the 
existing MCG complex. 

It is the interior of Syden-
stricker, however, that draws 
more oohs and ahhs and produces 
more eye-opening stares from 
visitors touring the facility. 

The primary reason for this is 
the use of super graphics in the 
hos pita 1. 

building, reinforced concrete 
columns and pan joists, repre-
sents a compromise between e-
conomy and the severe floor to 
floor height restriction imposed 
by the existing Talmadge Hos-
pital (to which each floor is con-
nected). 

Interior finishes for most 
public areas, student and/ or 
staff areas, and patient care 
areas consist of acoustic tile, 
vinyl wall covering and carpeting. 
Flooring in heavy traffic areas 
and labs is in brick, stone, quar-
ry tile or resilient flooring. Ce-
ramic tile is used for the wall and 
floor finishes in the bathrooms 
and operating areas. 

While the aesthetics of the 
hospita 1 are out of this world, 
its functional use is strictly 
down to earth. 

Tahnadge new addition designed 
with patient/student needs in mind 

MCG department managers wing of the teaching hospital. very helpful to students working 
in neurology, surgery, medicine, 
pediatrics and obstetrics say 
teaching facilities for each of 
their departments will be ad-
vanced and improved substan-
tially when they transfer or ex-
pand to the Sydenstricker Wing 
of the Talmadge Memorial Hos-
pit~ 1. 

For each department, modern-
ized equipment and facilities will 
be available for MCG students, 
faculty and patients in the new 

Facilities which will enhance 
teaching and learning at MCG 
include two large auditorium-
styled classrooms, several 
large lab oratories , 1 i bra rie s for 
each department and study rooms 
which are equipped with student 
study carrels to name a few. 

Patricia Mangum, department 
manager for medicine, says the 
individual study spaces along 
with the laboratories on the fifth 
floor of Sydenstricker will prove 

on that floor. 
The department of medicine 

is located on the fifth floor of 
of Talmadge. It will transfer in 
part to the fifth floor of the new 
wing. 

"When the student is not 
with the patient, he will be able 
to spend time studying or re ..... 
searching on his own in the 
study rooms provided in Syden-
stricker, " she says. 

She adds that time will also 
be saved because laboratories 
are readily available on Syden-
stricker' s fifth floor. "Lab work 
can be done right there without 
the student having to run over to 
Talmadge, she explains. Lounge 
and locker facilities also are 
provided here for the students. 

The department of medicine 
which occupies the eighth floor 
of Talmadge will be expanding 
to the eighth floor of Syden-
stricker. Included in expansion 
plans is an addition to the de-
partment--an intensive care unit 
for older children. Department 
Manager Joann Johnson explains 
that the older child ICU will be 
a first for the Medical College. 

continued on page 4 



~enstricker boasts 
innovative design 

Bright. Bold. Lively. 
That's how the colors and super 
graphics in Sydenstricker Wing 
have been described. 

And, Tom Hyde, Herry & 
Herry project architect for the 
wing, says that the traditional 
hospital muted greens and browns 
were not chosen because of the 
feeling that the facility would be 
greatly enhanced if it had some 
color. 

Color, the designers say, 
adds lHe to the building and 
makes the atmosphere more cheery 
and pleasant. 

Ea ch floor has a different 
color scheme. For example ob-
gyn (7th) is decorated in yellow 
and green; pediatrics, (8th) 
yellow, reds and purple and 

medicine, (5th) reds, browns 
and blues. The wall graphics 
also are used in a functional 
manner--designating restrooms or 
specific areas of the hospital. 
Each elevator lobby is designed 
so that one getting off the ele-
vator immediately sees a super 
graphic of the number of that 
particular floor. 

Some might feel the bright 
colors and bold artwork are a bit 
much, but Hyde says the design-
ers strived to affect a reaction 
and want that react ion to be a 
pleasing one. He is confident 
bright colors and bold designs 
are going to cause pleasant 
excitement to those inside the 
new wing. 

Talmadf patient population 
expecte to increas~ SC!!?~most ss million when 

A $12 million, three year con""l In April, 1973 construct10n th . . f 11 f . h d e new wing is u y urnis e 
struction project at the Medical on the Sydenstricker Wing, an d . d M f 1 . . . an eqmppe . oney or sa anes 
College of Georgia has the ca pa- eight-story, 214-bed expansion t t ff th . h ld th , o s a e new wing s ou en 
city to increase patient load at of MCG s 400-bed Talmadge be added to that. 
the school s teaching hospital by Memorial Hospital was begun. 
some 50 percent. Today, the wing increases 

Because of the need for a dras .... 

Scanner, Telelift are 
among new equipment 

patient capacity to over 600. 
Though the hospital is in-

creasing its size substantially, 
patient admittance will not rise 
markedly with the opening of the 
new wing because of budgetary 

tic increase in staff and monies 
for salaries to staff the new wing, 
additional personnel for Sy den -
stricker will be hired in phases. 

Consequently, admittance of 
larger numbers of patients will 
coincide with hiring of additional 
staff. ' 

It is the underlying philoso-
phy of the Medical College of 
Georgia to utilize the most mod-
ern techniques and equipment 
available to the medical profes-
sion in both patient care and 
health sciences education . With 
this philosophy in mind, the new 
Sydenstricker Wing has been 
equipped with the most up-to-
date apparatus available. 

Foremost among these techno-
logical advances is the recently-
purcha sed EMI CT 500 0 body 
scanner, considered a major step 
in radiologic examination of body 
tissues. 

Computer-aided X-ray scan-
ning systems are designed to give 
highly-:.deta iled and accurate pic-
tures of organs in the body where 
conventional X-ray examination 
has previously been extremely 
difficult and often inconclusive. 

The EMI CT 5000 represents 
the most recent level of develop-
ment in tissue scanning, which 
began with the brain scanner in 

the early 1970s. The. whole body 
scanner presents a cross-section 
view of the patient's body. Diag-
nostic information is fed into a 
computer, where it is analyzed 

continued on page 4 

planning . 
Hospital Administrator 

Richard Gillock explains that 
actual cost of the hospital will 

The first phase of employe 
hiring for Sydenstricker is ex-
pected to be completed by Jan. l, 
1977. Gillock expects 100 
employes to be added to the hos-
pital staff by this time. The to-
tal number hired and the amount 
of time it will take to completely 
staff the new wing will depend 
upon recruitment and how much 
money is available for salaries. 

Staff salaries and improve-
ments to Sy dens tricker such as 
landscaping and the purchase of 
some equipment will be paid out 
of the operational budget. 
Gillock hopes to obtain up to $5 
million in state allocations in 
gradual phases to purchase more 
equipment. An exact figure for 
staff salaries has not been deter-
mined. 

The contractor's price for 
building Sydenstricker, $12 mil-
lion, included all building cos ts, 

continued on page 4 



Master Physician 
continued from page l 
league of Dr. Sydenstricker. 

Virgil Preston Sydenstricker, 
MD was known throughout the 
world as a great diagnostician, 
researcher and physician. He 
was known by Medica 1 College 
students as a 11 those , and also 
perhaps one of their greatest 
teachers. 

He was born in Ha mil ton , 
Missouri, Tuly 15, 1889 and came 
to Augusta in 1919. Following a 
residency at University Hospital 
and a tour of duty with the Med-
ical Corps in World War I, Dr. 
Sydenstricker joined the Medical 
College faculty in 1920. 

He was first instructor of 
medicine and from 192 2 until 
1957 he was chairman of the 
department of medicine and dean 
of post graduate medical educa -
tion. 

He concentrated his research 
in the area of hematology, nutri-
tion and oncology. 

Dr. Sydenstricker retired 
from the Medica 1 College fa c-
ulty in 1957 and died December 
12, 1964 of a coronary. But as 
Dr. Curtis Carter, MCG faculty 
emeritus said at his retirement, 
"To all of his students and as-
sociates, he will forever sym-
bolize the rea 1 meaning of the 
man as a physician." 

Teaching continued from page 2 
Obstetrics and gynecology is 

moving its nursing service and 
pers.,onnel from the ninth floor, 
Talmadge to seventh floor Syden-
stricker along with its nursery 
and labor and recovery room for 
mothers. 

Tack Tordan, department man-
ager for obstetrics and gynecol-
ogy says all obstetrical patients 
will be treated in Sydenstricker. 
"The new wing has the mo st 
modern equipment available for 
monitoring the unborn child. We 
also have larger labor and re-
covery facilities which will help 
us substantially, " says Torda n. 

The department of surger-Y-, 
which will extend its services 
from fourth floor Talmadge to 
fourth floor Sydenstri·cker, boasts 
a large modern classroom with 
comfortable seating, an ultra -
modern theater-type accommoda-
tion for large conferences, and 
several more facilities which 
will enhance teaching as well as 
patient care in the Sydenstricker 
Wing. 

Dr. Ar lie R. Mans berger , 
chief of the department of sur-
gery, says small rooms will be 
located between some patient 
rooms for the purpose of review-
ing x..,...rays, counseling patient's 
families concerning diagnoses, 
or teaching medical students on 
rounds: 

Equipment continued from page 3 
and stored on magnetic discs elude the transport system in its 
and tape. Photographs also may design. 
be taken from a video display · The Telelift system is simi-
unit in the scanner. lar in concept to the older, famil-

The Medical College's _scan- iar pneumatic tube system used 
ner will be used as an educa- in newspapers and department 
tional as well as a diagnostic stores. But Telelift is capable 
tool. Dr. Winford Pool, chair- of transporting loads of up to 20 
man of the department of radiol- pounds in weight and one cubic 
ogy says students in radiologic foot in volume. 
technology' and residents in ra- The system is made up of 19 
diology will be trained in opera - widely-distributed stations in 
tion of the scanner. Sydenstricker and a network of 

The whole body scanner was concealed tracks running through-
delivered to the Medical College out the building. The system is 
in October and is expected to be expected to considerably reduce 
in full operation by early 1977. delivery tiine of a host of items, 
The scanner was purchased and including laboratory specimens, 
installed at an approximate cost patient charts and inter-depart-
of $4 7 5, 000. mental co~re spondence, as well 

Another unique aspect of the as reduce turnaround time on high-
12 million dollar wing is its priority items such as orders to 
system of transporting medical the pharmacy. 
supplies throughout the building. Operation of the Telelift re-

The Mosler Telelift system quires no special training. A de-
has been in use by business and livery may be sent by a station 
industry for nearly five years, but operator by simply loading the 
is now finding applications in delivery vehicle' programming 
the health-care field. Syden- the destination point and pressing 
Stricker is among the first hos- the "send" button. The deli very 
pitals in the TJnited States to in- veh1icle travels to its assigned 

destination at a rate of one m. p.h. 

Dr. Sydenstricker 
continued from page 2 
nized research scientist in many 
areas of interna 1 medicine. To-
gether with his colleagues, Dr. 
W .A. Mulherin and R. W. Hou-
sea 1, he published the first case 
report of sickle cell anemia with 
autopsy. He worked with Dr. 
Toseph Goldberger of the U.S. 
Public Rea 1th Service in solving 
the riddle of pellegra and was 
one of the first to re port the 
efficacy of nicotinic acid in its 
treatment. His status 
in this field led to his appoint-
ment in 1940 as a consultant to 
the Surgeon Genera 1 of the U.S. 
Army. In 1942, he went to Great 
Britain as advisor to the British 
Minister of Health; and in 1944 
he became head of the European 
Nutritional Section of the United 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration. Following the 
defeat of the German army and 
the liberation of Be ls en prison 
camp, he was medical officer in 
charge of rehabilitation of fhe 
prisoners, most of whom were 
near death from malnutrition and 
disease. For this work, he 
received citations from the U.S. 
War Department, the British, 
Dutch and U.S. governments and 
was awarded the King's meda 1 
for Service to the British Empire. 

Elected to more than 15 dis-
Talmadge 
continued from page 3 
Gillock says; installation of the 
various electrical systems, 
painting the walls, installing the 
sprinkler system and labor among 
other things. 

Another $1. 5 million has al-
ready been spent for equipment 
and $1. 4 million has been allo-
cated to purchase additional 
equipment in the near future. 

Even with the additional allo-
cations, however, the sixth 
floor of Syd ens tricker was left 
unfinished and will not be opened 
when the other floors are. 

When it is opened, Gillock 
says the hospital will add 70 more 
beds to Sydenstricker, increasing 
Talmadge 1 s patient load to over 
675. 

Intercom, the newsletter of 
the Medical College of 
Georgia, is published twice 
monthly by' the Division of 
Institutional Relations. 
Correspondence is invited 
and should be ·addressed to 
lnte;com, room 1-5'1, Administration 
Building. The Medical College 
of Georgia is an equal employment 
opportunity institutidn. 

tinguished medica 1 and scientific 
societies, including Phi Beta 
Kappa and Alpha Omicron Alpha, 
one of his greatest honors ca me 
when the American College of 
Physicians awarded him the dis-
tinction of Master of Interna 1 
Medicine . Dr. G. Lombard 
Kelly, in his recollections of Dr. 
Sydenstricker published in the 
Proceedlngs of the Medical Col-
lege of Georgia, Tuly 195 7, re-
lates Dr. Sydenstricker' s re-
action to the honor: 

"It ca me to me from an in-
ternist ... who was pre sent when 
Dr. Syden stricker was inducted 
into that select group of s pe cia l-
ists in his field, the Olympic 
Gods of Internal Medicine. The 
members of this small fraternity, 
as a rule, do not a chi eve the 
distinction until they seem to 
have one foot in the grave . They 
are called Masters of Internal 
Medicine. Sydie attained this 
extremely high honor severa 1 
years ago, so precociously in 
fa ct, that he be ca me suspicious. 
He turned to the aforesaid intern-
ist and asked: Do you suppose 
they think I am going to die 
soon? 

Probably no honors touched 
him more, however, than the 
accord given him by the students 
in 1953 when they elected him to 
the Cadaver Award for Excellence 
in Teaching and when in 195 7, 
they declared May 24th to be 
V. P. Sydenstricker Day. 
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