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The New Diploma Myth vs. Fact 
As you know, there is currently a 

proposal for a change in diplomas 
at MCG to the original diploma of 
the school. There will be a poll in 
the near future of the entire 
student body to help determine 
whether or not to adopt this as a 
school-wide diploma. Prior Student 
Council action has been in favor of 
acceptance of this idea. In the 
spring of 1973 and again this past 
fall, funds and support were given 
to the Milton Anthony Society to 
aid in the printing and wording of 
the diploma. The diploma change 
has been presented to the executive 
committee of the school on two 
occasions, and there have been 
displays set up around campus for 
the purpose of acquainting 
everyone with the change. 

The diploma change which 
originally was accepted by all 
schools and their representatives on 
the council has become a 
controversial topic around campus 
recently as evidenced by the last 
Cadaver. As Student Council 
chairman, it is somewhat frustrating 
to be assailed in the halls of 
ETMH, the Student Center, or 
wherever by a few irate students 
who believe the council's action of 
support is unreasonable now. The 
most distressing thing is these 
students oppose the new diploma 
often because of a false rumor they 
have been told or have heard. There 
are probably an equal number of 
good and bad reasons to support or 
reject the diploma. I personally 
agree with the argument "if you 
like it , vote for it ; if not, don't." I 
happen to like it , for personal 
reasons, and I will vote for it . The 
purpose of this article is not to 
sway you one way ·or another, but 
to merely point out that one should 
not believe every thing one hears, 
particularly regarding some of these 
myths floatin g arou nd . 

Myth No. I - " The new diploma 
is illegal because it is in Latin." 

Fact - According to two lawyers 
interviewed recently, a diploma or 
any other document is mere ly a 
potenti al ly lega l document and can 
he made lega l o nly hy due process 
of law which involv es sa id 
document be ing introduced and 
attested as lega l evidence in a co urt 
of law. T his attcslrne nt is made hy 

By LOUIS McCANN 
a notary public on a judge by a seal 
they affix after the document in 
question is submitted as the original 
bona fide document. The process 
involves a witness to the originality 
and the owner after which the seal 
is usually placed. As far as legal 
evidence goes, every process 
involving any piece of evidence 
must be made known to the court 
and duly witnessed from the period 
in question to the present date. The 
question here, however, is not 
whether a diploma is a legal 
document because it is not 
routinely treated as such anyway. 
As far as being in Latin goes, legally 
there are no restrictions to legal 
documents being in a certain 
language period. 

Myth No. 2 - "The new diploma 
cannot be used to get in State 
Board exams, apply for a job, or go 
to graduate school because it's in 
Latin and is illegal." 

Fact - The purpose of any 
diploma is to inform others that the 
recipient did indeed graduate from 
a certain school. This is required by 
law to protect the public. However, 
the mere fact that a person has a 
diploma means in itself nothing 
legally. The process involved when 
a graduate submits or applies for a 
job or position elsewhere does not 
directly involve the diploma as a 
"legal document" and is the same 
regardless of the language or 
national origin of the diplo rna. If a 
certain language were required for 
acceptance, how could American 
institutions expect to exchange 
personnel with foreign countries? 
One may state truthfully we have 
diplomas from several different 
countries within our school, so it 's 
easy to see the process is again 
irrespective of the language 
involved. The reason this is the case 
is that th e diploma and the word of 
the bearer of same serves only to 
imply his claim to a degree. 
Certification from the school's dean 
or similar official mu st he o htained 
in writing with the school sea l 
affixed to the signed statement hy 
th e dean. As far as state boards go. 
certification must be given them in 
a similar manner fro111 the sc hool 
involved. Whether or not a diploma 
is in Latin or any other fo reign 
l:1nguage is irrevcl:inl In a gr: ldll ;ltL'"s 

acceptance or rejection. 
Some state boards do require a 

graduate to bring their diploma to 
the exam, but as far as I am able to 
determine at this point in time 
from the State Board of Nursing 
examiners, the Georgia State 
Department of Education and the 
policy of the Georgia Board of 
Regents, there is nothing stated 
specifically about what language , 
color, creed, religion , etc. a diploma 
must be from a school in Georgia to 
be accepted except that it is 
generally speaking "left up to the 
school involved." 

Myth No. 3 - "The new diploma 
can not be copied or certified." 

Fact - There are companies that 

actually build devices for a living to 
copy things. Among such machines 
are xerox, IBM copiers , photo 
enlargers and such. The college I 
graduated from even sent me a 
miniature 2V2x3" diploma for 
supporting their football squad. So 
I personally doubt the diploma 
cannot be copied, especially since I 
know Louis Hinely refuses to make 
his life's work producing such 
diplomas by hand for the school. 
As far as certification goes, this is 
dealt with above in Myth No. I. 

Myth No.4- "The new diploma 
is not in step with modern times 
and since our dean is against it , it is 
unsupportable by me." 

(See DIPLOMA, Page 4) 

Senior Survey 
Editor's Note: Mike Simpson , president of the Senior Class, has 
provided the following summary of a questionnaire sent to members of 
the Senior Class. It is significant that 80 members of the class 
responded, a rare display of interest for them. One might conjecture 
that they responded so overwhelmingly because they felt it was 
important to be heard on the issue. We know better though, don't we!? 
Just a bunch of soreheads blowing off steam. 

TO ADD TWO TO FOUR WEEKS 
TO PRESENT PSYCHIATRY TIME 

4% Approved 96% Disapproved 

"With regards to the neurotic process , methods and techniques are 
fairly well delineated in phases l & II. However, therapy, i.e .. treatment 
plans, goals of achievement, etc., is sorely Jacking in the present 
situation." · 

"BS" 

"Strongly disapprove." 

"Need to change teaching structure. not increase time."' 

"No reasonahle goal co uld be accomplished in this short incre:Jse in 
psych." 

"Should be elective." 

" Not necessary."" 

"One month. organized we ll. is enough ... 

"There isn "t enough strudun:' & teaching with the present month." 

' "We don 't learn anything now 1" 

··Present course nt't'ds more formal teaching on common psy,·hiatri,· 
prohk ms ... 

··Approve hut ,·hang,·s ne,·d to bt' made ." 
(St't' SENIOR SURVEY, Page 3) 

r 
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Letter To The E-ditor 
Editor's Note: Space doesn't permit 
us to publish all the letters 
concerning last month's vicious and 
uncalled for attack on the 1834 
Diploma. Sentiment ran 
overwhelmingly and most of the 
letters followed strict party lines. 
Those expressing disapproval of the 
majority view were obviously the 
work of a demented few engaged in 
a patent smear campaign. 
Interestingly none of the letters 
were signed. This is in keeping with 
the sheeplike desire of MCG 
students not to be identified one 
way or the other on issues affecting 
them. Not only were the letters 
unsigned , none of them were 

written. Apparently the matter will 
be decided without your even being 
heard from. So much for Vox 
Populi (Latin for soft bleat) . 

Sir: 
The dismal response by nursing 

students to your invitation for 
Cadaver written material can be 
attributed at least in part to your 
ineffective distribution. We only 
irregularly receive the damn things 
and consequently can't really 
consider the Cadaver as a nursing 
student newspaper. Our student 
activity fees channeled through the 
Student Council help support you, 
and we should each receive one 
issue of the Cadaver each month. 

I Flic-In I With LARRY DAVIS 
** * - EXECUTIVE ACTION - An almost too clinical theory of how a 
conspiracy was behind the murder of J.F .K. Interlaced with real 
newsfilm of the actual events, this well done pseudo-documentary stars 
Robert Ryan in his last movie. However, his performance is certainly no 
better than anything else he has done in his drab style. Also starring is 
Will Greer as .... what else - the southern or at least south-western 
politico. Why do the movies always have the southern senator in a 
white suit? And speaking of tritisms - Burt Lancastor again is the 
mainpin in this plot thriller. Unlike "Seven Days in May," he is 
successful this time (as you probably know). 

The plot (without ruining it for you) concerns the background of the 
conspiracy assasination of Kennedy. Based on a few known facts, it 
projects the possibility that a group of unscrupulous businessmen and 
politicians carried off the murder and blamed it on Lee Harvey Oswald . 
There is one known fact that is hard to argue with - fourteen of the 
material witnesses to the assasination died by 1967. A reporter figured 

(See FLIC-IN, Page 3) 

Th e Cadn rer is an ex-cathedra campus yellow sheet and sandwich 
wrap published by the students of the Medical College of Georgia. 
Views expressed by our readers are not necessarily those of the 
editorial staff. In fact , views expressed by the editors do not 
necessarily reflect those of the editorial staff. 

Our .Hollo: Dyspare unia is better than no pareunia at all. 

Most Equal Comrade ... . ...... ........... ... Jack Rogers 

Most Nearly Equal Comrade ... . .. .... . ........ Frank Pratt 

HEROIC PEASANTS 

Steve Eilen , Bruce Johnston, Dave Crippen 

Buzzy Meyer , Ray Moody, Larry Hudson 

Heroic Revolutionary 

Daubers . . .... . . . .... . Dr. Larry (Wart) Davis ; Dr. C. J ., III 

Chief Revolter .... .. .. ..... . .... .. . ... Dr. R. B. Greenblatt 

What gives? 
Irate Nursing Student 

Dear Irate: 
Gulp . . . It has been alluded in 

the past by the mailroom that each 
MCG student in each of the five 
schools receives the Cadaver. 
Perhaps you have identified the 
reason dental students don't 
contribute either. Cadaver staff 
members have in the past 
marginally assisted the mailroom 
with the distribution as time and 
scheduling permitted, but we 
clearly lack both the volunteer 
personnel and motivation to 
disseminate the 2200 to 2500 
copies printed each month .. 
Complete distribution involves 

stuffing on the order of 2000 
diffusely located separate student 
or department mailroom boxes. We 
very strongly encourage input from 
all MCG students (and 
faculty /housestaff), and feel the 
publication will benefit with a 
wider base. We will discuss the 
subject with the mailroom 
hierarchy. Responsibility for 
dissemination of the Cadaver may 
wind up as our baby, in which case 
we'll have to try to shake loose 
Student Council funds to pay the 
mailroom to perform this function. 
We'll let you know.Thanks for the 
feedback. 

/Sf Editorial Flunky 
(Edit or generally ignores 
unsigned .complaints) 

Wit's End 
By JACK ROGERS 

As usual there are a few people 
who don't get the word. However 
superb the clinical aspects of the 
Departments of Pediatrics and 
OB-GYN are, their administration is 
poor. These are apparently the only 
two departments that have failed to 
t~ll their interns and residents that 
Parts I, II, and III may now be used 
in obtaining a Georgia License. 
Apparently the FLEX is no longer 
necessary. Everyone should be 
pleased to know that the deadline 
for application for Part III, to be 
given in March, 1974, is )lpon us. In 
keeping with the editorial policy of 
the Cadaver concerning public 
service announcements, this 
information is being brought to you 
late enough to be absolutely 
worthless. We have purposely 
withheld this information to be 
consistent. On the other hand, the 
school administration has withheld 
the news in order that the first 
community Medicine lecture, to be 
given to the Sophomore med 
students in January, would not be 
scooped. If the Sophomores already 
knew the substance of the first 
lecture, they wouldn't go, right? 
Oh, in case any of you want to try 
to apply for Part III anyway, be 
advised that as of December 28 the 
Curriculum Office had no 

to 12 or even 15 months. The 
current JMS's feel immune from 
these changes, little realizing that 
15 months of core necessarily spill 
ovet into the Senior year. Oh, well. 
Let them dream on. 

* * * * * * 
would like to know what 

became of the promised doorway in 
the back of classroom 2-J-2? You 
know, the one that was designed to 
let Sophomores at the back of the 
class leave without disturbing the 
ones sleeping at the front. Until it is 
built, the Class of '74 should at 
least put up a small brass plate 
inscribed "Future site of the 
Immunology Memorial Escape 
Route. To be used by students 
seeking a medical education." 

* * * * * * 
Some of the Phase II instructors 

have complained that the students 
are becoming restive in class, nay, 
dowmight umuly - talking, passing 
notes, chewing gum, dropping beer 
cans noisely during lectures. The 
following proposals to deal with 
student dissatisfaction with 
curriculum and instruction have 
been proposed: 

1. Curriculum Committee. "Put 
carpet on the floors to keep the 
cans from being so noisy." 

application forms ; but then, they 2. Dr. Bresnick. "I'll teach all the 
aren't responsible. classes myself." 

* * * * * * 
Faced with the unheard of 

situation in that the students seem 

3. Dr. M. P. Riley. 
committee . . . " 

"Form a 

happy with the · Phase III 4. Talmadge Cafeteria. "Let us 
provide the refreshments. Soft 
retching hardly disturbs 
anyone." 

curriculum, the faculty has decided 
to discuss changes to Phase III at a 
meeting called , appropriately 
enough, a retreat. With .such an 
auspicious title , med students know 
what to expect: nothing, or perhaps 
worse. Rumor has it that the only 
question left to be decided is 
whether to use the left or right ear. 

* * * * * * 

* * * * * * 
Sophomore Sally: Sam, how many 
questions did you miss on the last 
pharmacology test? 

Sophomore Sam: Five, how about 
you? 

There has been some talk of Sophomore Sally: I missed five too. 
ex tending the core requirements for Those must be the new questions 
the School of Medicine's Phase III this year. 
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... SENIOR SURVEY 
TO ADD ONE MONTH REQUIRED NEUROLOGY 

46% Approved 

"Keep as elective - if good, students will take it." 

"Probably helpful." 

"All EEG's are abnormal anyway." 

"Strong department , should be elective." 

" Approve - include neurosurgery." 

"This could be better added in Phase II." 

"Approve- senior year." 

54% Disapproved 

TO ADD TWO TO FOUR WEEKS TO PRESENT SURGERY TIME 

23% Approved 77% Disapproved 

"Surgery can't organize two months, much less three!" 

"Not necessary." 

"Reform the current program!" 

"Interns don't do****, why waste 2-4 weeks more of the JMS's time?" 

~ 'Eight weeks more than enough." 

"Dog surgery MUST be reinstated, preferably before going on wards." 

"Keep as elective- if good, students will take it." 

"Worst course at MCG, why prolong it?" 

"Le~s call would help." 

"While on surgery most of my training was in SCUT." 

"Approve - presently exposed to too many 12 hour 'aorto-iliac bypass 
procedures.' Would like to see more routine out-pt surgery." 

"Two months, organized well, is enough." 

"Approve two weeks dog surgery." 

"Disapprove strongly." 

"Approve if additional time is in subspecialties which student can 
choose for himself." 

"Not unless en tire course is improved - if not , take one month away." 

TO ADD ONE MONTH REQUIRED FAMILY PRACTICE 

8% Approved 92% Disapproved 

"Would be total waste of time." 

"BS" 

"Possible as a substitute for one month of medicine." 

"Get this in medicine." 

"Repetitious, unwarranted in most cases since electives give extra 
experience in core subjects." 

"Strongly approve." 

"Not necessary." 

"Not everyone needs this type of course." 

YOUR GENERAL FEELING AS TO MORE REQUIREMENTS 
AND FEWER ELECTIVES IN PHASE III 

13% Approved 87% Disapproved 

"As it stands, most students enjoy being able to choose electives that 
will be of benefit to them after graduation." 

"If electives are well organized and worthwhile, the departments 
concerned will have no problem getting enough students." 

"Take away one month of medicine." 

"Perhaps add UH ER/clinic at night for one week each to let students 
see how patients present in real world ; the administration from 
Bresnick and Liebelt on down have consistently made the point that 
they would not determine what a doctor needs to know to practice 
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medicine. As long as they don't know, why not let the student choose 
what he thinks he needs to know - it will at least cut down on the 
bitching." 

"With a trend away from rotating internships, students need more, not 
less, electives to prepare for chosen residency. Besides, we need more 
patients and better quality of teaching rather than more required 
curriculum. If eight weeks of Surgery was terrible, twelve weeks would 
only be that much worse." 

"Perhaps 6-8 weeks of additional core. Any more prevents the student 
from enhancing his personal life goals." 

"Elective time is essential but maybe more required elective would be 
better rather than optional with vacation." 

"Believe situation ideal as now is; treats students as responsible 
people!" 

"Pediatrics could be increased to two months." 

"Prefer to have elective time." 

"Probably fewer electives; I have thoroughly enjoyed the "consult 
service" electives especially because of the breadth of exposure to 
various subspecialty areas. Perhaps these experiences would be more 
meaningful if incorporated into more of a primary patient care setting, 
e.g., Neurology at ETMH, so that one might study the manifestations of 
disease of a single organ system in a continuum of total patient care." 

"I enjoy the generally mature treatment of students by most attendings 
during the senior year and I think that is due partially to the fact that 
he knows I asked for his course. If a course is good, the students will be 
there; if it is no good, don't subject the entire class to it. That is what 
incessant bitching is made from. Phase III is without a doubt the 
strongest aspect of going to medical school in Augusta. Don't mess with 
success. If you must change something, for God's sake change the 
sophomore year." 

"Need more required time in medicine at a time other than the required 
time." 

"The time spent in electives is better than in the core, even though the 
latter is very necessary." 

"Approve only if a few more requirements." 

"Don't change - present system allows students to tailor their 
education toward their own career goals." 

"Approve- since have fewer rotating internships." 

"Until courses (e.g. surgery) are better catered to the teaching needs of 
the JMS, I see no reason to increase the required time on those 
services." 

... Fl/C-IN 
the odds of this happening were over a trillion to one! 

*** - WESTWORLD - Science fiction blended with a good bang-bang 
western. Michael Crighton who wrote "Andromeda Strain" and 
"Terminal Man" also wrote and ·produced "Westworld." True to form, 
machine versus man and the results are equivocal. 

The vacationer of the near future is able to pick one of three 
vacation worlds in an area called Deltas . The lucky traveler for only 
$1000 a day can live out his fantasies in a western town (Westworld), a 
Roman palace, or a medieval castle. Supplied with your vacation are 
robots to shoot, maim, knife, or joust with ; or if you are so inclined, 
female robots are available to joust with. Richard Benjamin and James 
Brolin find the vacation to be fantastic until the robots take over. 
Hence the ad line "West world- where nothing can possibly go worng." 

What this flic lacks in technical refinements , it makes up for with a 
mind-bending sci-fi thriller-diller story. 

**Y2 - THE PAPER CHASE - Billed as another "Summer of 42", 
"The Graduate", or "Goodbye Columbus." There is one thing the 
movie-goer should know by now; any movie which makes this boast 
usually goes over like a lead tit. Nevertheless, this flic finally gives 
Timothy Bottoms ("Johnny Got His Gun" and "The Last Picture 
Show") his chance to shine, and he does. The mood of a first y~ar law 
student at Harvard is captured. I would think that any med stud~nt 
would appreciate the struggle for survival against grades, profs. and 
fellow students on the goddamn bell curve. Tim finally realizes that th~ 
grind for a diploma (the paper chase) is 90% luck, 8'7r study and a good 
2% brown-nosing. 

COMING ATTRACTIONS - "Magnum Force" - sequel to Dirty Harry 
with Clint Eastwood. ''Terminal Man" starring George Segal. 



... DIPLOMA 
F a..:t This argument is 

o bviously subjective and personal 
but the fac ts behind it deserve 
examination. There are many 
sc hoots in the United States that 
offer Latin dip lo mas and whatever 
one decides is in step with modern 
tim es de pends on what one believes 
this concept is to him personally. 
There is no right or wrong, black or 
white answer possible here. The 
fact that a dean of a school or any 
administrative official feels one way 
or an other should not in itself be 
the deciding factor whether a 
student vo tes for or against this. I 
cannot an d will no t believe that any 
official has willfully and pu blically 
instructed students to oppose this. 
If by some method this idea has 
been implie d, it is unfortunate. At a 
r ecent executive committee 
meeting which involves the 
administrative officials and deans, 
one dean in particular, Dr. Dorothy 
White, speaking for the 
administration , voiced this same 
concept. The decision whether or 
not to accept the diploma will 
involve all the information and 
opinions given to the president. The 
student body will be polled, our 
alumni, and perhaps our faculty, to 
insure the popularity of any 
decision made. I personally would 
hope that as ·much work and 
exp ense has thus far been spent 
would not be wasted. Each one 
involved must become informed to 
the degree they wish to make a 
responsible choice based upon 
facts. 

Subscription List 
Nine MCG Departments and one outsider (earlier) triumphed 

over pre-Christmas ennui and forwarded input for our revised 
distribution list. As interest inevitably quickens we will add to 
this roll. If you did fill out and attempt to return a request slip 
and are not listed below, the efficient and conscientious Cadaver 
staff, while disclaiming all responsibility, urges you to try again. 

Department 

Cell & Molecular Biology 

Pharmacology 

Dermatology 

Neurology BA S-336 

Radiologic Technology 

Pediatric Respiratory Center 

State Board of Regents 

Medical Record Department 

School of Nursing, Continuing Education 
Program .c;o S.M. Bruno 

John Stokes- Institutional Relations 
Occupational Therapy 

No. of Copies 

80 

28 

20 

I5 
6 
5 
5 
3 

2 
I 

9 

We printed 2500 copies of the December I st, I973 Cadaver 
using the old distribution list to gauge interest, and will drop back 
to 2200 copies for this January I st , 1974 issue. Our Student 
Co unci! funding is very close this year , and we won't make it 
thro ugh the fi scal year with the printing of extra, unused copies. 
Thank ~ for your cooperation. 
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Wonder Frog Tiebreaker Answers 
1) Fabian was discovered sitting on the front porch steps of his 

home. (X-tra credit- his last name is Forte). 

2) Elvis met his x-wife while he was stationed with the U.S. Army 
in Germany. She is American and daughter of a U.S. Army 
career-type officer stationed there. 

3) Five records recorded by Antoine "Fats" Domino (plus x-tra 
credit) are (in no particular order) the following : 

"Ain't That A Shame?" 
"I HearYou Knockin" 
"I Want To Walk You Home" 
" l' m Gonna Be A Wheel Someday" 
"My Dreamboat" 
" Yes It' s Me & I'm In Love Again" 
"My Blue Heaven" 
"Margie (My Little)" 

The answers to these tie-breaker questions were arrived at 
through much mind-scratching. No disc jockey or other such 
outside resource person was used. Thank you for this opportunity 
to dredge up thoughts of our high school days - the golden age 
of Rock 'N RolL 

Dave Johnson & Larry Grabb 
Division of Student Affairs 
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I Subscription Request ... 

I Department, etc . 

I 

I 
No. of copies requested 

I Submitted by 

I 

I Date 

'---
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