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by Paula Hinely

The MCG School of Nursing has 
taken another step toward increas-
ing access to quality health care by 
opening “The Clinic at Walmart.”

“Today marks the culmination of 
years of visioning to reduce the bur-
den of illness through nurse-man-
aged care,” School of Nursing Dean 
Lucy Marion said at the clinic’s 

grand opening Nov. 16. ”This clinic 
is the first of its kind opened by a 
school of nursing in the nation, and 
we possibly will open more in the 
future.”

The convenient care clinic, oper-
ated by the school’s Nursing Faculty 
Clinics, LLC, is located in the Evans 
Walmart on Washington Road and 
is open Monday through Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunday 

from noon to 5 p.m. Nurse practitio-
ners will provide prompt, affordable 
health care services such as check-
ups, immunizations, screenings and 
treatment of minor injuries. Also, 
patients can pick up a clinic pager 
and shop until their turn, rather 
than sitting in a waiting room.

“It is this clinic – and many simi-

by Toni Baker

Resources are adequate for 
the MCG School of Medicine to 
proceed with a four-year campus 
in Athens in partnership with the 
University of Georgia and a two-
year residential clinical campus in 
Southwest Georgia, the accrediting 
body for U.S. medical schools has 
confirmed.

“This is continued good news 
about steady progress at both 
campuses,” School of Medicine 
Dean Doug Miller said about the 
Liaison Committee on Medical Edu-
cation announcement. “We believe 
the LCME has pronounced both 
projects on track according to the 
timeline we have laid out.”

The first class of 40 freshmen 
will start classes at the Interim 
Medical Partnership Building on 
Williams Street in Athens in August 
2010, says Dr. Barbara Schuster, 
campus dean of the MCG/UGA 
Medical Partnership. The LCME 
will receive a follow-up report 
at that time. The MCG School of 
Medicine has already accepted 60 
students out of a class of 230 for 
next fall semester; 190 will be in 
Augusta. Inaugural students for the 
Athens campus will be assigned 
shortly. 

MCG’s first clinical campus, 
based at Phoebe Putney Memo-
rial Hospital in Albany, opened in 
2005 and is on target to become a 
residential clinical campus in July 
2010, housing students during their 
clinical-intensive third and fourth 

years of medical school. An LCME 
visit Dec. 2-3 will assess faculty 
and facilities to pave the way for 
its residential status. “Some of our 
most popular teaching sites in the 
state are in the Southwest region. 
The buzz is very positive from the 
students,” said Dr. Linda Boyd, 
associate dean for regional campus 
coordination. The initial enrollment 
of eight to 10 students likely will 
grow to 40 in coming years.

Last year more than 200 MCG 
medical students completed one or 
more clinical rotations in South-
west Georgia, working with physi-
cians for four to six weeks per rota-
tion in specialties including family 
medicine, pediatrics, surgery and 
obstetrics-gynecology. Residential 
campus status will enable students 
to spend more time in a medically 
underserved area of the state, said 
Dr. Iqbal Khan, assistant dean of 
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Cutting the ribbon at “The Clinic at Walmart” are Nursing Faculty Practice Group Manager Jim 
Hawkins (from left), Columbia County Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Jim Tingen, MCG 
Interim President James N. Thompson, School of Nursing Dean Lucy Marion and Walmart Shift 
Manager Corey Myers.

Nursing faculty open ‘The 
Clinic at Walmart’

Athens and Albany 
medical campuses 
on target for 2010
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    Need to Know news, events and more

Direct news correspondence to:  

Sharron Walls, Editor
swalls@mcg.edu

FI-1042, ext. 1-4410
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The Beeper  is published biweekly by Aiken Communications, 
a private firm in no way connected with the Medical College of 

Georgia. Opinions expressed by the writers herein are their own and 
are not considered an official expression by the Medical College of 
Georgia. The appearance of advertisements in this publication, to 

include inserts, does not constitute an endorsement by the Medical 
College of Georgia of the products or services advertised.

News and photos are provided by the 
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EMPLOYEE ADDRESS CHANGES & CORRECTIONS should be 
made to Human Resources through department managers. 

Home address changes may be made in SoftServe.

RETIREES Contact the Human Resources benefits office 
at 706-721-3770 for address changes and corrections or 

to report changes in Benefits status.

beeper

Direct advertising inquiries to:

Dee Taylor, Sales Manager
AIKEN COMMUNICATIONS
P.O. Box 456, Aiken, SC 29802
1-800-559-2311 ext. 2371 

or  803-644-2371
dtaylor@aikenstandard.com

DEADLINES
for  Dec. 9 issue - Dec. 2 at noon
for  Jan. 13 issue - Jan. 6 at noon

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to discover, 
disseminate, and apply knowledge to improve health and reduce the 
burden of illness on society. In realizing its mission, the Medical College 
of Georgia is committed to serving the people of Georgia, the nation and 
the world by:
•	Preparing	the	health	professional	workforce	of	the	future;
•	Conducting	research	through	programs	that	create,	disseminate	and
	 apply	new	knowledge	relevant	to	human	health;
•	Providing	exceptional,	innovative,	patient-centered	health
	 care	services;
•	Contributing	to	the	economic	development	and	well-being	of	the
 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
 research and clinical care.
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Campus closings
The campus will close Thursday and Fri-

day, Nov. 26-27 in observance of Thanks-
giving. The Human Resources Division and 
MCG Printing & Copying Services also will 
be closed today, Nov. 25. The Wellness 
Center will be closed from 8 p.m. tonight 
through Sunday, Nov. 29.

VA benefits
The Department of Veterans Affairs 

has funds available for veteran students 
waiting for education benefit claims to be 
processed for fall 2009. Request a one-
time advance payment up to $3,000 by 
contacting the Atlanta regional office at 
1-888-442-4551 or visit www.va.gov. 

Wellness Center
During November receive a free fitness 

assessment with the purchase of any pay-
roll, flex or 12-month membership package.

Contact: Susannah Spears, ext. 1-5042 or 
suspears@mcg.edu               

Poinsettia sale
The MCG Sertoma Club is selling large 

red poinsettias for $17 each, delivered Dec. 
1. Proceeds benefit local community needs.

Contact: Patti Levins, ect. 1-6718

Medical educators
The MCG School of Medicine Academy 

of Medical Educators is accepting applica-
tions through Dec. 1. Academy members 
strive to improve medical education, share 
strategies and demonstrate outstanding 
contributions to medical education through 
teaching, innovation and/or educational 
scholarship.

For more information: www.mcg.edu/
som/ames/index.html           

Veterans’ collection
The MCG Ambassadors are collecting 

items for residents of the Georgia War 
Veterans Nursing Home. Donations will 
be accepted through Friday, Dec. 4 and 
distributed during the holidays. Collec-
tion boxes are located across campus, or 
items can be dropped off in the Office of 
Academic Admissions, room 170 in the 
Kelly Building. 

For more information: Eric Drake, 
edrake@mcg.edu

Retirees Association 
The MCG Retirees Association will host 

a Christmas meeting and luncheon Tues-
day, Dec. 8 at 11:30 a.m. at the Enterprise 
Mill, 1450 Greene St. Guests are welcome. 

For more information: Al Slavens, 
alslavens@comcast.net

Tuesday concert
The MCG Arts Council will sponsor a 

Tuesday Noon Performing Live concert 
Dec. 8 in the Lee Auditorium. Staff, stu-
dents and faculty will perform. Lunch will 
be provided to the first 150 attendees.

Radiothon
The 2009 Cares for Kids Radiothon 

with 104.3 WBBQ and 102.3 the Bull will 
broadcast from the Children’s Medical Cen-
ter lobby Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
Dec. 10-12. Money raised this year will go 
toward specialized equipment, programs 
and projects like renovation of the Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology Clinic. Pledges can 
be made by calling 706-922-KIDS or by 
visiting mcghealth.org/kids.

Volunteers sought
MCG staff volunteer data collectors are 

needed for the School of Nursing’s Fit, 
Body and Soul study, which tests the effec-
tiveness of a diabetes prevention program 
in faith-based settings. Volunteers must 
have experience administering question-
naires or taking blood pressure, height, 
weight and waist circumference. Docu-
mented CITI training is preferred. Volun-
teers will be compensated. 

Contact: Geri Floyd, ext. 1-3445 or 
gfloyd@mcg.edu

Kohl’s Cares
The Children’s Medical Center is 

participating in the Kohl’s Cares for Kids 
program, which donates 83 percent of the 
sale price of select Kohl’s children’s books 
and matching plush toys. Purchases may 
be made online at Kohls.com or at the store 
at 4227 Washington Rd. in Evans.

Interfaith gathering
The MCG Baha’i Student Association 

sponsors interfaith devotional gatherings 
the first and third Sunday of the month at 8 
p.m. in room 108 of Residence IV. 

For more information: Philip Neiheisel, 
706-821-7220 or pneiheisel@mcg.edu

Moms connect
Moms Connection, a support group 

sponsored by Women’s Health to guide 
new mothers through the early stages of 
parenthood, meets every Tuesday from 
1-2 p.m. at 1225 Walton Way, room 1010C. 
Babies are welcome. 

For more information: ext. 1-8283 or 
mcghealth.org

New moms study
The Georgia Prevention Institute is 

looking for first-time moms in their third 
trimester or with a healthy baby less than 
2 months old to talk about life during their 
baby’s first year. Eligible participants must 
not smoke, take blood pressure medica-
tion or be diabetic and must be able to 
participate in normal activities. Participants 
will be paid.

For more information: Jane Mikell, ext. 
1-0084 or jlancaster@mcg.edu 

Confidential counseling
MCG’s Employee/Faculty Assistance 

Program offers up to six confidential 
counseling sessions to employees and their 
immediate family free. The sessions may 
cover any personal or work-related area of 
concern and are held at 844 Chafee Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Beeper deadlines
For the Dec. 9 edition, deadline is     

Dec. 2 at noon. For the Jan. 13 edition, 
deadline is Jan. 6 at noon. Send announce-
ments or story suggestions to beeper@
mcg.edu or contact Beeper Editor Sharron 
Walls at ext. 1-4410, FI-1042 (campus mail) 
or swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted to the 
MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing NEEDTO-
KNOW@mcg.edu and the Campus Events 
Calendar at www.calendar.mcg.edu.

Send your recipes to
beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com  

Win lunch for four!
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by Jennifer Hilliard

The MCG School of Medicine is 
moving toward the future with an 
eye on being a growing, progressive 
partner in one of the nation’s lead-
ing academic health centers, Dean 
D. Douglas Miller said at his State of 
the School address Nov.13.

The school is moving from a state 
of growing uncertainty and mount-
ing risks within the MCG Health 
System to a “future instilled with 
hope and new energy,” the dean 
said.

As it moves forward, the school 
must focus on: 

• Team-based clinical-translation-
al research

• Patient- and community-orient-
ed scientific approaches

• Focusing resources on discovery 
of high-impact disease risk markers 
and drugs 

• ‘Functional integration’ as a key 
characteristic of high-performing 
academic health centers

• Preparing students and resi-
dents for a future where technol-
ogy and clinical care seamlessly 
interface

• The need for ‘partnerships’ for 
success in all missions in a resource-
constrained environment

“In doing so, we can move MCG 
from good to great in the coming 
months and years,” Dr. Miller said. 

In the past three years the school 
has made remarkable progress 
in moving to the “next level” on 
several fronts, including medical 
education expansion, research and 
clinical care.

For example, total class enroll-
ment has increased steadily since 
2005, with plans to expand to 300 

students per class by 2015. The 
MCG-UGA Medical Partnership Cam-
pus in Athens is moving forward 
by recruiting key faculty, accepting 
its inaugural class and receiving 
approval from the Liaison Commit-
tee on Medical Education. Regional 
clinical campuses in Albany and 
Savannah are also thriving and 
graduate medical education opportu-
nities are growing across the state, 
the dean said.

School of Medicine sponsored 
research has also continually in-
creased since 2001, even as federal 
funding for research has flat-lined. 
The focus on research will grow, 
too, with the creation last year of 
five science-based Discovery Insti-
tutes – Brain & Behavior, Cardiovas-
cular, Diabetes & Obesity, Immuno-
therapy and Vision. Next year will 
see the creation of a new institute – 
the Child Health Discovery Institute. 

“You have to focus on what 
you do best,” Dr. Miller said. “The 
Discovery Institutes bring together 
basic scientists and clinicians so that 
research discoveries translate from 
the bench to bedside.”

Faculty satisfaction at the school 
also remains high. This month, 
MCG was ranked among the top 15 
places to work in academia by The 
Scientist magazine. The School of 
Medicine is also one of 23 medical 
schools in the country to take part 
in Association of American Medical 
College’s Faculty Forward initiative 
– a partnership aimed at improv-
ing work environments at medical 
schools and teaching hospitals 
across the country. 

As the school thrives, so will the 
clinical care enterprise, Dr. Miller 
said. 

“It is always a challenge at aca-
demic medical centers, to synchro-
nize the growth of both the clinical 
practice platform and the hospital,” 
he said. 

The key, he said, is functional 
integration – a “shared vision, 
collaborative strategic planning 
and transparency in the business 
functions between the clinical and 
academic elements of a college of 
medicine and [its affiliated clinical 
entities].”

The future is a bright one, but the 
focus must always remain the same, 
Dr. Miller said. 

“I can report that the state of the 
School of Medicine is moving on 
a more positive trajectory, toward 
being stronger than in has been in 
181 years,” he said. “Our focus will 
remain on education. It is what we 
were created for and will always 
remain job one.”

School of Medicine’s future 
instilled with hope and energy

Dean D. Douglas Miller
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Dr. Jotham Coe, a medicinal chemist in the Neuroscience 
Department of Pfizer Global Research and Development, speaks 
to a crowded room during Grand Rounds Nov. 18, co-sponsored 
by the Schools of Nursing and Graduate Studies and the UGA 
College of Pharmacy. Dr. Coe, the inventor of Chantix, a drug that 
helps smokers quit, described its journey from development to 
prescription.

The story of Chantix Break the habit

Dr. Sharon Bennett, assistant professor of biobehavioral nursing, discusses ways to quit 
smoking during the Great American Smokeout Nov. 19.
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Dean Lucy Marion greets the crowd inside the Evans Walmart.

lar School of Nursing initiatives 
statewide and beyond – that truly 
personify the spirit of the school: 
touching a life, lending a hand, 
healing a hurt,” said MCG Interim 
President James N. Thompson. ”As 
MCG’s nursing faculty reach out to 
the area’s neediest citizens through 
this clinic, they will embody that 
noble tradition day in and day out.”

The clinic is designed to help 

people avoid unnecessary trips to 
overcrowded emergency rooms and 
receive treatment for minor ailments 
and injuries, including sore throats, 
sinus infections and insect bites 
and stings. According to a national 
survey of Walmart clinic customers 
in 2006, 10 to 15 percent said they 
would have used an emergency 
room had the clinic not been avail-
able, while another 5 to 10 percent 

would have gone without treatment 
entirely, potentially leading to more 
serious complications.   

“Walmart offers affordable prices 
and MCG Nursing Faculty Clinics 
offers affordable care, so together 
this will make a great partnership,” 
said Corey Myers, Walmart shift 
manager.

The MCG Nursing Faculty Clinics, 
a subsidiary of the MCG Nursing 

Faculty Practice Group, provides 
high-quality, cost-effective and eas-
ily accessible care while supporting 
the service, education and research 
missions of the School of Nursing. 
For example, the clinic will offer 
teaching opportunities for students 
while providing clinical and research 
opportunities for faculty. Physi-
cians from the MCG Department of 
Emergency Medicine will provide 

the clinic’s medical oversight. 
“We will connect these patients to 

local primary care homes and ease 
the burden on our area emergency 
rooms,” Dr. Marion said.

This clinic is one of 47 in-store 
clinics in Walmart stores across 14 
states. For more information, visit 
www.walmart.com/clinics.

walmart...from page 1

Got a Pet?
Tell the

Pet Gazette
beeper@mcg.edu
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by Sharron Walls

Diana Flicek has a soft spot for 
the military. 

Her career Army dad met her 
Austrian mother while stationed in 
Germany, and Ms. Flicek happily 
grew up as a “military brat.” Today, 
part of her job as administrative 
assistant to Registrar Rita Garner 
is to serve as MCG’s certifying of-
ficial and liaison between veteran 
students and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

So when she read an article about 
a flight attendant who sent journals 
to American servicemen and women 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, it touched 
her heart. 

“I thought that with MCG’s 
diverse community, we could reach 

out to these soldiers,” says Ms. 
Flicek. “There’s nothing political 
about it, it’s just about caring.”

She’s joined with Delta Air Lines 
flight attendant Robin Schmidt, a re-
cent ABC News Person of the Week, 
in her mission to send journals filled 
with messages to soldiers she’s 
“adopted.” 

Two hardbound, blank-page jour-
nals have circulated throughout the 
Administration Building, Continuing 
Education, Visual and Instructional 
Design, Graduate Studies and the 
Wellness Center so far, and they’re 
already half full. Participants have 
written notes of thanks, hope and 
encouragement and have included 
prayers, drawings and photographs. 
One journal will go to a soldier sta-
tioned in Iraq; the other will travel 

to Afghanistan. 
“You can imagine what the 

soldiers are feeling on those bleak 
nights, all by themselves,” Ms. 
Flicek says. “There’s so little we 
can do for them; these words could 
make a tremendous difference. 

“It’s a very easy thing to do, and 
I was surprised to find that I got an 
unexpected gift. At the end of the 
day, I go home more grateful for my 
job and that my home and fam-
ily are safe, because of what these 
soldiers are doing.”

Contact the Registrar’s Office 
at ext. 1-2201 if your department 
would like to sign the journals. 
These two will go out by December, 
and Ms. Flicek is already planning 
ahead.

“I know I’ll do more,” she says.
Diana Flicek with journals she’s 
sending to soldiers.

Staffer organizes messages 
to military members
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by Sharron Walls

Their names are Beau, Budge 
and Maverick. They work at the 
Department of Behavioral Sciences 
at Dwight David Eisenhower Medi-
cal Center. 

Beau is the quiet one of the 
bunch, while Maverick loves to play 
and Budge is somewhere in the 
middle temperamentally. They’re all 
5 years old.

“They have characteristics that 
are almost humanlike,” says Maj. 
Jose Rafols, who is responsible for 
having the trio at Fort Gordon.

They’re therapy dogs, with Army 
rank and a stipend. Used for their 
calming effect, they work with 
soldiers who have traumatic brain 
injuries and depression.

Before being retrained for their 
current duty assignment, Beau and 
Budge were bomb-sniffing dogs 
deployed to Iraq. They saw combat 
action; one has a Purple Heart. 
Maverick was donated to work 
specifically with the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs and Defense.

“These dogs have an identity in 
the Army system,” explains Maj. Ra-
fols, a part-time MCG occupational 
therapy instructor and director of 
occupational therapy at Eisenhower. 

Now they will help MCG students 
and researchers as well.

Sgt. 1st Class Budge and 1st 
Sgt. Maverick and their handlers, 
Susanne Steele and Cynthia Rhodes, 
recently spent time with students in 
the adult evaluation and treatment 
course, taught by Maj. Rafols and 
Dr. Ben Herz.

“We thought it would be interest-
ing,” says Dr. Herz, an assistant pro-
fessor. “We want to be cutting-edge, 
so we want students to be thinking 
out of the box.”

The dogs are part of a Depart-
ment of Defense pilot program, 
limited to Eisenhower and Walter 
Reed Medical Centers. They’ve been 
retrained from explosive ordinance 
and disposal experts by Vet Dogs 
America, a not-for-profit organiza-
tion. Each dog is valued at $60,000.

“There’s a given time when 
they’re ready to be immersed in this 
program,” Maj. Rafols says. “They 
have to be retrained from sniffing 
dogs. Now that they’re trained as 
therapeutic dogs, they have to be 
softer, more humanistic. That takes 
a long time.”

With their new training in human 
behavior, Beau, Budge and Maver-
ick will be used in one-on-one and 
group therapy sessions with soldiers 
returning from the war zones and in 
community outreach.

Like most experts, the three have 
their specializations. Maverick, a 

Calming canines
 ‘Therapy dogs’ help soldiers readjust to life after combat

Maverick gives Dr. Ben Herz a warm greeting (above) before 
getting comfortable with occupational therapy students.

See Canines, page 16
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Recipe Contest
Winner

receives a FREE LUNCH FOR FOUR 
delivered to her office by Choice Catering.

Linda Thompson

Taco Salad

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! 
Submit your recipe to the Beeper! 

beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

Lunch for 4 
provided by

R138639•BP112509

1 large head of lettuce
2 medium tomatoes, diced

2 cups cheddar cheese
1 can pitted black olives, sliced (optional)

1 med onion, diced
1 pound ground beef, browned with one package of taco seasoning and drained. 
1 envelope of Original Ranch dressing (make with 1 cup of milk and 1 cup mayonnaise)

1 8-ounce bottle Zesty Italian dressing 
1 large bag of Cool Ranch Doritos

Fix ranch dressing and beef several hours in advance and chill. 
Cut up lettuce and mix first 6 ingredients. 
Add both dressings just before serving. 

Break up Doritos in the bag.

Directions

choicecatering.com • 706.364.4492

Ingredients
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TheRiver House
Restaurant

North Augusta’s Neighborhood Restaurant

Traditional
American

Authentic
Thai

Formerly B.C. Davenport’s

10% Senior Discount

BRING ANY COUPON!!
WE WILL GIVE 10% DISCOUNT

ON YOUR TOTAL BILL.

Monday – Saturday
Lunch 11:00 am – 3:00pm • Dinner 5:00 - 9:30pm

Sunday – Lunch Only!

301 Georgia Ave.  (803) 278-1858

Book Your

Holiday Parties

DailyLunch Specials

PRIVATE PARTIES EXCLUDED

R136646•BP111109
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The Butler High School Drill Team presents arms during The Georgia War Veterans Nursing 
Home’s annual Veterans Day Ceremony Nov. 11, which was moved inside due to rainy weather. 
Guest speaker Col. Laurence M. Mixon of Fort Gordon assured those present that today’s 
servicemen and women exemplify the virtues of their predecessors. Augusta Mayor Deke 
Copenhaver gave opening remarks.
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Saluting those who served

Subscribe 
to

Need
To

Know
Daily

Digest
my.mcg.edu
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La Maison on Telfair

veritas
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LaMaison

630 Edgefield Road • North Augusta • 803.819.9767
Machell Mims • Broker-In-Charge • Licensed in GA & SC

Right Home! Right Price! Wright Agent!
www.wright-realestateagency.com • wrightrealestate@bellsouth.net

R137228•BP112509

Grovetown! Ready To Move In!
All appliances included!

Seller will pay up to $4,000 towards closing.
Call Cinthya at 803-646-9564.

NEW CONSTRUCTION - Gorgeous 3BR/2BA, in 
the heart of North Augusta! Open plan with Bamboo 

flooring, cherry cabinets, SS appls, 2-car garage, 
privacy fence, and much much more! 

Call Carolyn at 803-634-4000.

Great For Investor or First-Time Buyer!
Seller will pay up to $2,000 towards closing.

3BR,1BA.  Apt. in rear - 1BR/1BA
Call Cinthya 803-646-9564.

Move-In Condition! 
Spacious 4 BR, 3BA home on 5 acres 
in Graniteville, SC for only $149,900. 
Call Carolyn today at 803-634-4000. 

Two Master Bedrooms!
4BR, 3BA in Move-In Condition in N. Augusta. 

Call Carolyn 803-634-4000.

Quiet Country Living!
4BR, 2BA for only $89,900!

Call Carolyn at 803-634-4000.

ONLY $149,900!

Personal Residence 
or Investment

LOTS OF 
LOTS!

New homes built by MLTO Construction 
$95,000 & up! Call Carolyn 803-634-4000.

New Listing Taylor Pond Rd.
Lots 37 & 39

Each sold as a package deal seller/builder 
to build home on lot. Call for details!

4BR, 2BA in Augusta for only $69,900! 
Larger corner lot, fenced yard!

Call Carolyn today at 803-634-4000.

JUST LISTED

UNDER CONTRACT

R
13
5
9
7
3
•
B
P
11
2
5
0
9



9Wednesday, November 25, 2009beeperMedical College of Georgia

The Employee Advisory Council is your voice and we need to hear 
from you! 

We know you have ideas to improve employee campus life. 
The EAC is your way to share ideas, suggestions and concerns with 

MCG administration. Use this form, e-mail your representative or 
send a comment to www.mcg.edu/EAC/. 
 
My idea, suggestion or concern is: 
 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Intercampus mail to HS 1138, Attn: EAC
 

Once per quarter, we’ll randomly select a submission and reward the 
winner with a gift certificate to Mocha Mahn.

EAC Suggestion Box

R128981•BP020409
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2358 Washington Rd • Augusta, GA
706-736-4479 • www.turnerskeyboards.com

Turner’s Keyboards
• New & Used Pianos • Digital Keyboards 

R137804•BP111109

“The Turner Family Since 1955”

Beautiful Baby Grand Player Pianos!

RENOVATIONS 
ADDITIONS

Renovate2Day.com
706-829-3400

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Screen Porches • Kitchens & Baths
Home Makeovers • Garages & Workshops

Room Additions
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got news?
beeper@mcg.edu
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Tony Bush is a man who enjoys 
his work. “I love it. I enjoy meet-
ing people all the time,” he says. 
As a crossing guard with Public 
Safety for the past seven months, he 
meets plenty of people as he assists 
pedestrians across the intersection 
at 15th and Harper streets. Even the 
weather doesn’t affect his cheer-
ful countenance. “It’s something 
you have to deal with,” he says. “It 
comes and goes.”

“Tony always has a big smile and 
a friendly greeting,” says nomina-
tor Lorinda Fournier, a nurse with 
utilization management. “He takes 
his job seriously and keeps us safe 
by watching for those crazy drivers 
who race through the red light.”

Married with four kids aged 10 
to 21, Tony works as a machine op-
erator at Sunoco Products at night. 
MCG folks are glad he spends the 
early morning and afternoon hours 
with us. 

The SWELL Award spotlights 
outstanding achievement Saluting 
the Work, Excellence, Leadership 
and Lives of MCG staff, students and 
faculty who make a difference on 
and off campus.

To nominate someone for the 
SWELL Award, send a brief descrip-
tion of the nominee to Sharron 
Walls at swalls@mcg.edu of FI-1042 
(campus mail). Please include the 
nominee’s telephone number.
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Tony Bush is SWELL
Tony Bush

the campus. “The medical com-
munity on our campus enjoys par-
ticipating in student education and 
does an outstanding job educating 
future doctors. As Dr. Boyd says, 
there is a lot of enthusiasm here 
among the medical community and 
students alike.”  

“Phoebe is committed to walk-
ing lockstep with MCG to provide 
the support necessary to ensure a 
first-class training environment that 
will attract the best and brightest 
MCG students,” added Dr. Doug 
Patten, senior vice president of 
medical affairs at Phoebe. “We see 
this as a key component.” A total 
of 12 hospitals from cities includ-
ing Tifton, Moultrie and Columbus 
have signed on as clinical facilities 
for that part of the state.

In Athens, where 19 faculty are 
on board and more recruitment is 
underway, the focus is on fine-tun-
ing the curriculum and generating 
enthusiasm to participate in medi-
cal education among area physi-
cians and hospitals in Northeast 
Georgia. 

A recent open house at the new 
medical school building enabled 

Athens Regional Hospital and St. 
Mary’s Hospital to spread the word 
to about 150 community physicians 
and hospital leaders; a few days 
later about 100 primary care physi-
cians and colleagues toured the 
campus facility. On a recent visit 

to nearby Gainesville, Northeast 
Georgia Health System leadership 
also was updated on the medical 
campus developments. “You can 
definitely feel people getting much 
more excited,” Dr. Schuster said.

athens...from page 1

MCG medical students William Thomas and Jessica Millsap at 
Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital in Albany.
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by Denise Parrish

Gretchen Kingery of Pulaski, Ga., 
was disappointed when she found 
out she wasn’t a match to donate a 
kidney to her husband, Lee, but she 
didn’t give up.

Thousands of miles across the 
country in Colorado, Lessa En-
nis faced a similar situation. She 
wanted to give a kidney to her step-
father Jay Weenig, but the two were 
incompatible.

So the families took a bold step to 
save their loved ones – they traded 
donors. Lessa Ennis flew to Augusta 
and donated a kidney to Lee Kingery 
at MCGHealth Medical Center, while 
Gretchen Kingery donated her kid-
ney to Jay Weenig at University of 
Colorado Hospital.

The late-August surgeries marked 
the first paired organ transplant 
at MCGHealth. The families were 
connected through the Alliance for 
Paired Donation.

“With more than 80,000 people 
listed on the national kidney trans-
plant waiting list and only about 
10,000 anticipated donor kidneys a 
year, there is always a need for more 
living donors. This new strategy of 
connecting donors and recipients 
motivates more people to sign up 
as donors, thus saving more lives,” 
said Dr. James Wynn, medical 
director of the MCG’s Kidney and 
Pancreas Transplant Program.

Cross-country kidney 
donations pair strangers

Lee Kingery (from left), Gretchen Kingery, Jay Weenig and 
Lessa Ennis
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Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE

R110214•BP081607

R135408•BP091609

Questions
about

the
flu?
Visit

www.mcg.edu/flu



12 Wednesday, November 25, 2009 beeper

Send news of accomplishments 
to Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at 
swalls@mcg.edu.

Drs. Pruett and 
Loftis named fellows

Dr. Michael Pruett, general 
practice resi-
dency program 
director in 
the School of 
Dentistry, and 
Dr. Brooke 
Loftis, assistant 
program direc-
tor, have been 
named fellows 
of the Interna-
tional Congress 

of Oral Implantologists.
Dr. Pruett, assistant professor of 

oral rehabilitation, came to MCG in 
1998. He is the vice chair of hospital 
dentistry for MCG. He is a fellow of 
the International College of Dentists 
and the Pierre Fauchard Academy 
and is a member of the American 
Academy of Implant Dentistry.

Dr. Loftis, part-time instructor of 
oral rehabilita-
tion, joined the 
faculty in July. 
She serves on 
the American 
Academy 
of General 
Dentistry Task 
Force on the 
New Dentist 
and as the 
Facilitating 

Partner Division representative on 
the national steering committee of 
the Dental Education: Our Legacy-
Our Future campaign.

Dr. Loftis is a past president 
of the American Student Dental 
Association and a member of the 
Academy of Osseointegration and 
the American Academy of Implant 
Dentistry.

Dr. Taft named 
fellow

Dr. Arthur Taft, associate profes-
sor of respira-
tory therapy, 
has been 
named a fellow 
of the Ameri-
can Association 
for Respiratory 
Care.

Mem-
bers of the 
49,000-mem-
ber national 

association demonstrate leadership, 
influence and achievement in clini-
cal practice, education or the science 
of respiratory care. Fellows excel in 
clinical care, education, manage-
ment or research.

Dr. Thompson 
honored

Dr. James N. Thompson, MCG in-
terim president 
of, has received 
one of three 
Special Recog-
nition Awards 
from the Board 
of Directors of 
the Association 
of American 
Medical Col-
leges for his 
leadership to 

improve medical care through a 
focus on quality and safety.

Dr. Thompson, an otolaryngolo-
gist and former medical school dean 
who served as president and chief 
executive officer of the Federation of 
State Medical Boards, was honored 
during the AAMC’s Annual Meeting 
Nov. 6-11 in Boston. 

The AAMC Board of Directors 
confers the award on individuals 
with a long-standing commitment to 
academic medicine as evidenced by 
exemplary service to, or collabora-
tion with, the AAMC or its mem-
bers. Other 2009 recipients include 
Dr. Elias Zerhouni, former director 
of the National Institutes of Health, 
and Dr. James A. Hallock, Presi-
dent Emeritus of the Educational 
Commission for Foreign Medical 
Graduates.

Dr. Thompson is a frequent 
speaker on the topics of health and 
medical education policy, profes-
sional behavior of physicians and 
the role of regulatory authorities in 
preserving the integrity of the medi-
cal profession.

He represented the American 
Medical Association on the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Liaison 
Committee on Medical Education, 
the accrediting authority for medical 
education programs. He is past chair 
of the Governing Council of the 
AMA’s Section on Medical Schools 
and has served as director of the 
American Board of Otolaryngology.

MCGHealth wins 
awards

MCGHealth received three bronze 
awards in the inaugural CLIO 
Healthcare Awards, an international 
advertising competition produced by 
Nielson Business Media.

A direct mail piece and a 
radio commercial advertising the 
MCGHealth Sleep Disorders Center 
took wins, as well as a direct mail 
piece about the MCGHealth Chest 
Pain Center.

The awards are an extension of 
the CLIO Awards, one of the most 
recognized competitions for adver-
tising, design and interactive media.

Newsmakers
Obituaries

The MCG community extends 
condolences to the friends and 
family of:

Bobby Watts, 64, died      
Nov. 3. He was the husband of 
Catherine Watts, a staff nurse at 
Georgia Correctional HealthCare.

got news?
beeper@mcg.edu

Hidden resident

Campus photographer Phil Jones spied this lizard hiding in the 
foliage between the Murphy and Dugas Buildings.
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Periodic reports of crime-related news on campus are posted in compliance 
with federal, state and local laws to maximize campus safety and aware-
ness. To report crimes, suspicious activity or information regarding reported 
incident(s), call the MCG Public Safety Department at ext. 1-2911 or 2911 
from a cellular phone.

Entering automobiles 
On Nov. 6, a window was broken and the steering column damaged to 

an automobile parked in MCGHealth Lot 55 adjacent to Kroger on 15th 
Street. 

On Nov. 14, $340 was taken from the glove box of an automobile parked 
in MCGHealth Parking Deck 21, adjacent to the Ambulatory Care Center. 
The vehicle was unlocked.

Campus Beat

R137806•BP111109
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Drink Included!
All You Can Eat

$599 Drink Included

Limited Time!

 Lunch Buffet

Pizza, Pasta, Salad Bar, Cinnamon Sticks, Breadsticks & More
Dine-In Only • Monday-Friday • 11:00-1:30

706-724-3302
on 15th Street 

across from the MCG Annex

W
e
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Must Present Coupon

It’s Your Call.
Compliance Hotline
1-800-576-6623
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Dentist Office 
For Lease

This office is currently leased to 
a dentist and will be available 
January 2010. The building is 

located at 1008 Druid Park Avenue 
near downtown Augusta 
and the medical centers.

For more information, 
call Arthur Bremer at 

(803) 645-7658.
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TheRiver House
Restaurant

North Augusta’s Neighborhood Restaurant

Traditional
American

Authentic
Thai

Formerly B.C. Davenport’s

Open Thanksgiving Day • 12pm-6pm

301 Georgia Ave.  (803) 278-1858
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Turkey Noodle Soup or House Salad With Choice of Dressing

Roast Turkey With Stuffing
2 Choices of Vegetables: Green Beans, Corn, Sauerkraut, Sweet Potatoes & Mashed Potatoes

Choice of Dessert: Sweet Potato Pie, Lemon Meringue Pie or Brownie Sundae

Thanksgiving Day Menu

Adult • $10.95 / Children • $5.95
20% Gratuity will be added for parties of 6 or more

Reservations Accepted



yellow Labrador retriever, can 
sense depression and is assigned to 
mental health. Beau, another lab, 
and Budge, a black lab/mastiff mix, 
work with brain-injured patients. 
The dogs can tell when a patient is 
getting anxious, or about to have a 
seizure or heart attack.

“It’s a sixth sense that the dog 
has,” Dr. Herz says. “The dog 
recognizes changes in biorhythms 
in the human being, and knows if 
something’s going on. He’s trained 
just like an alarm.”

The dogs are able to help soldiers 
transition back into the community, 
accompanying them wherever they 
need to go. 

“It’s a huge transition for com-
munity integration and getting the 
soldiers back home,” Dr. Herz says.

“The dog becomes this adopted 
friend,” adds Maj. Rafols.

Beau, Budge and Maverick ar-
rived at Fort Gordon on Sept. 29. 
Once they’re completely acclimated 
to their new environment, which 
takes about 60 days, MCG students 
will go to Eisenhower to work with 

the soldiers and dogs and to assist 
Sharon Swift, assistant professor of 
occupational therapy, in her collab-
orative research.

“There’s really been no research 
in this population,” says Ms. Swift. 
“We’re going to collect evidence in 
the role of service dogs and other 
animals with soldiers returning from 
overseas in the areas of stress reduc-
tion and depression. We’ll be work-
ing with Eisenhower’s occupational 
and recreational therapists, looking 
at how things are measured.” 

“We want to bring in real patients 
with real stories, particularly the 
ones with trauma, and have them 
walk the students through how they 
got care from the battlefront to the 
fixed facility.” Dr. Herz says. “We’re 
trying to bring in as many real-life 
experiences to the students as pos-
sible, and in turn the students will 
assist with the research. 

 “This is new,” he continues. 
“Now that the dogs are available 
and here, we have a huge oppor-
tunity with this partnership. Any 
evidence that Sharon can provide 

in this prototype program will 
be extremely helpful. We know 
anecdotally it works; the question is 
getting the research published and 
reviewed. We’re teaming up with 
Eisenhower and people out in the 
community so we can do research 
that will be beneficial. We’re trying 
to make a difference.”
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Only a few days are left for employees and students to complete annual training and compliance 
requirements. The deadline is Monday, Nov. 30. Visit www.educode.com/MCG/login50/ to take part.

Time’s running out

canines...from page 6

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus

423 West Avenue • North Augusta, SC

Save 20% on your entire purchase
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*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires Nov 30, 2009.

Open Thursday & Friday • 10-6 / Saturday 10-4

R
1
37
8
1
3
•
B
P
11
2
5
0
9



17Wednesday, November 25, 2009beeperMedical College of Georgia

ACROSS
  1. H1N1, for one
  4. Where cheilitis occurs
  7. Prefix for acute or scapular
10. Feel miserable
11. Vein contents
12. Fashion designer’s monogram
13. Cube root of 1000
14. Derek and Diddley
15. Butterfly catcher’s need
16. Tissue mass at the back of the pharynx
19. Big hair
21. __-T; hypothyroidism drug
24. Laugh loudly
25. “The devil __ the details”
26. Death: Lat.
27. Elec. current units
28. Substance called “the single most important preventable risk to human health”
32. Angioplasty injection
34. Recommendation for a sprain
35. Hang limply
38. Location of Shrapnell’s membrane
39. Abner’s adjective
40. Hosp. section
41. 007, for one
42. “Bad” cholesterol letters
43. Sch. for future priests

DOWN
  1. __ cell; adipocyte
  2. Whopper
  3. Main vessel of the medial aspect of the forearm
  4. Lung division
  5. Hemochromatosis patient’s problem
  6. Dough for a taco?
  7. Articulation where bones are joined by a ligament
  8. Do drugs
  9. Sandwich type, for short
17. Prefix meaning “back”
18. Of a pelvic bone
19. Supinator’s location
20. Egg __ young
22. Bigwig, familiarly
23. Switch positions
29. Invoice
30. GERD sufferer’s problem
31. B __; type of lymphocyte
32. Start of an Iowa city name
33. High-pitched bark
36. __ bandage
37. Gingivitis site

beeper 
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Send photos and stories about your pets to Sharron Walls at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette

“Charlie has gone green and he doesn’t like it very much,” says Angie Kelley, residency program 
specialist in the Department of Psychiatry and Health Behavior. “He misses his 4-Runner.” Charlie, a 
Maltese, will just have to get used to life in a Mini Cooper. Fortunately, he’s size-compatible.

Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  

STAFF
School of Allied 
Health Sciences
 Jimbo Slaton Varnum

School of Medicine
 George Matthew Hinnant
 Kevin D. Jones
 Yongquan Shen
 Voravut Tangpisuthipongsa

Georgia Correctional 
HealthCare 
 Carrie Mauldin Beaird
 Sherna Kay Hutchinson
 Toshia L. McDonald
 Mark Anthony Reitman

Georgia War Veterans 
Nursing Home
 Joyce Ann Dobbs
 Maria Ann Raper
 Jerome Primo Skinner

FAREWELL…
With thanks, to these retirees for 
their years of service:

Judy P. Ellis, medical
 technologist, 36 years
Ida M. Burnett, environmental
 services technician, 29 years
John W. Enevoldsen, Georgia
 War Veterans Nursing Home,
 29 years
Sheryl Ann Thompkins, cook,
 29 years
Dorothy L. Patterson, nursing
 assistant, 23 years
Paul E. Ballinger, Georgia
 Correctional HealthCare,
 10 years
Barbara Cobb, Georgia
 Correctional HealthCare,
 10 years

R137261•BP112509R137229•BP112509
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Crossword
Solution

Suduko
Solution

Word Search
Solution

To Place A Classifi ed Ad,
call 803-279-2793 & ask for “Richardene.”

Or e-mail: rbaskett@northaugustastar.com
Rates: 25 cents per word.

Congratulations!

Is your name in this issue?
Check our ads to fi nd out! 

And remember e-mail: beepercontests@aikenstandard.com
by the Friday at noon deadline.

Bill Quinn found his name hidden in the 
McWaters ad on page 16 of our last issue.

HIDDEN NAME CONTEST
We hide the names of randomly chosen students & employees - 

one per issue. If your name is hidden in one of the advertisements 
in this issue, you’ll score our Beeper gift package: a gift certifi cate 
to Amici Italian Cafe & Top Notch Car Wash plus movie passes to 

Evans 20 Theatre compliments of Health Center Credit Union!
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one of the ads 

in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, e-mail us; (beepercontests@aikenstandard.com) 
before noon on Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 

FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not enter. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or employed by 
MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is responsible for printing errors 

which make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more 
than one person has the same name, the fi rst person to claim the prize is the winner. 7. Prize awarded to 

winners may vary from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

ROYAL PALMS LUXURY APARTMENTS
1251  West Ave., North Augusta

2 bedroom 1bath
Minutes from MCG

$695mo
803-341-9131

2 to 5 Bedrooms, All Areas
Long and Short Term
McBride Realty, Inc.

706-868-1005
www.mcbriderealty.us

535 Houses
For Rent

510 Apartments
For Rent 510 Apartments

For Rent 

535 Houses
For Rent

2503 Lyndale St.
(next to VA Hosp)

3BR 1.5BA, 1200sf,
CH/A, HW Floors,

garage, FP, all appli-
ances included. Close

to busline. $95,500
803-202-9604

New Queen Pillowtop
Mattress set. In Original

Package. $155 
706-339-2793

Cherry Finish Bedroom-
NEW-Boxed-Will take

$390. Call 706-736-3811

Sleighbed & rails with
NEW Mattress. Guest

room?? $375 
706-736-3811

Brand  new Double mat-
tress set. $275. TWIN

set. $110 706-733-5339

All New King Pillowtop
Mattress Set. Will take

$250 706-737-6331

DOUGLASVILLE 
OFFICE  SPACE

Excellent location for
Dental Office

½ Mile from I-20.
$1600/mo

2400sf Avail. June 1.
770-851-1444 or

e_hattaway@bell-
south.nete_hatt-

away@bellsouth.net

445 Furniture

515
Commercial
Property For
Rent

542
Houses For 
Sale By 
Owner

To advertise
 in the Beeper
Classifieds

Call 
Richardene 

at 
803-279-2793
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