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by Jennifer Hilliard

 Students and faculty have 
enjoyed its expansiveness since 
last summer. Visitors have raved 
about its stunning architecture. 
And now, MCG will formally 
dedicate the $34 million, 189,000-
square-foot Health Sciences 
Building in a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony tomorrow at 10:30 a.m.
 The building, which houses 
the Schools of Nursing and Allied 
Health Sciences, features labs and 
classrooms where students can 
use state-of-the-art technology 
to develop skills they’ll use 
in practice.
 “Health sciences education 
is changing quickly,” said MCG 
President Daniel W. Rahn. “This 
building demonstrates a strong 
commitment to our students by 
providing them with the best 
technology available. By doing 
so, we not only provide the best 
education possible, we provide 
the state with a better-educated 
and higher-quality health care 
workforce. It is our responsibility 
to not only educate the health 
professionals of the future but 
also the faculty and researchers of 
the future. This building is a key 
asset in helping us accomplish our 
institutional purpose.”
 The second-floor Occupational 
Therapy Community Integration 

Suite, for example, features 
a driving simulator and a lab 
simulating a patient’s work site. 
Students can use simulation tools 
to teach people with physical 
impairments how to best adapt. 
Future plans for the lab include 
a simulated restaurant, bank and 

grocery store.
 “These new, top-notch facilities 
will have a huge impact on our 
community and our state by 
improving the quality of health 
care professionals that will be 
needed to satisfy future health 
care needs,” said Dr. Shelley 

Mishoe, dean of the School of 
Allied Health Sciences.
 The building also features labs 
and clinics where students can 
analyze body motions to better 
plan physical therapy and work 
with children and adults with 
limited vision and other special 

needs. It houses a nursing learning 
resource center, where students 
practice skills such as cardiac 
monitoring, chest compressions, 
checking vital signs and starting 
intravenous lines, all on 
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Faculty bring expertise to 
Warren County teachers 
by Kim Miller

Faculty in the Department 
of Biomedical and Radiological 
Sciences are taking science 
teachers in Warren County, Ga., 
back to the classroom.

The Math and Science Project 
Grant, supported by the Georgia 
Department of Education and 
federal No Child Left Behind Act, 
is aimed at improving students’ 
performance in math and 
science by providing educational 

experiences for their teachers.
MCG’s role is to provide 

professional learning opportunities 
for Warren County middle-and 
high-school science teachers  

see Warren County page 9
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Briefs... Need to Know news, events and more

HSB ribbon-cutting
The Health Sciences Building will be 

dedicated tomorrow, Jan. 19 at 
10:30 a.m. with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony open to the public. Guests 
will include Rep. Quincy Murphy 
(D-Augusta) and Augusta Mayor Deke 
Copenhaver. Dedications of the Bard 
Student Lounge, Mishoe Library and 
Vericella Library will follow. The rooms 
are named for the founding dean of the 
School of Allied Health Sciences, the 
late Dr. Raymond Bard; his successor, 
Dr. Biagio Vericella; and current 
Dean Shelley Mishoe.

Safe Sitter classes
Safe Kids East Central will offer a 

program that teaches 11- to 13-year-
olds how to handle emergencies while 
taking care of young children Saturday, 
Jan. 20 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
Wesley United Methodist Church. 
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. Cost is 
$25 and includes lunch.

For more information: Rene Hopkins, 
ext. 1-7606

Baby safety shower 
New or expectant moms will learn 

how to keep infants and children safe 
at a free baby safety shower Saturday, 
Jan. 20, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Children’s Medical Center Conference 
Center. Each mom will receive a child 
safety goody bag. Lunch is provided. 
Attendance is limited to 50. 

To register: ext. 1-7606 or www.
MCGHealth.org/SafeKids

Auditions for 
MCG Players

Auditions for the April 17 
performance of the MCG Players 
will take place Monday, Jan. 22 and 
Tuesday, Jan. 23 from 5-6 p.m. in room 
1222 of the Health Sciences Building. 
Readings will be provided. Rehearsals 
will take place once or twice per week.
Everyone is welcome.

For details: Lynn Jaffe, ext. 1-3641 or 
ljaffe@mcg.edu

PBS show viewings
“Remaking American Medicine...

Healthcare for the 21st Century,” 
featuring MCG’s family- and patient-
centered care, will be shown Monday, 
Jan. 22 at 11 a.m., noon and 1 p.m. 
in the main conference center of the 
Children’s Medical Center, and Tuesday 
and Wednesday, Jan. 23 and 24, at 
11 a.m., noon and 1 p.m. in the Small 
Auditorium of the Auditoria Center. 
DVDs of the program are also available 
for individual loan.

For information: Cathy Gilbert, ext. 
1-5733 or cagilbert@mcg.edu

Wee Wisdom
Mariana D’Amico in the Department 

of Pediatrics will speak Wednesday, 
Jan. 24 on helping children develop 
coping skills. On Wednesday, Jan. 31, 

Kelli Graham, coordinator of the Baby 
Signs Program, will give parents easy-
to-use gestures to help communicate 
with pre-verbal children. The programs 
are part of the Wee Wisdom series, a 
free parenting program for caregivers of 
children age 5 and younger, held every 
Wednesday from noon to 1 p.m. in the 
CMC Family Resource Library.

For details: Ashley Hodge, ext. 1-6838

Baby Signs workshops
An introductory workshop on the 

Baby Signs Program will be held 
Thursday, Jan. 25 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
at Wesley United Methodist Church in 
Columbia County, and Thursday, Feb. 
1 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the first-floor 
classroom of the Children’s Medical 
Center. The program teaches caregivers 
how to communicate with children 
before they can talk. Cost is $50 for two 
parents/adults and includes a Parent 
Workshop Kit.

For more information: ext. 1-7606

POS discussion
Reproductive Medicine and Infertility 

Associates will present a discussion on 
polycystic ovarian syndrome Saturday, 
Jan. 27 at 10 a.m. in the downstairs 
conference room of the Columbia 
County Library, 720 N. Belair Rd. 
Dr. Adelina Emmi will be the 
guest speaker.

For information: Robin Shaffer, 
rshaffer@mcg.edu or ext 1-3832

Valentine dance
The MCG Sertoma Club will host 

its annual Valentine Dance Friday, 
Feb. 9 from 8 p.m. to midnight at 
the Boathouse on the Savannah 
River at the Augusta Marina, with 
entertainment provided by the Fantastic 
Shakers. Tickets are $15 at the door 
and $5 for students with college ID for 
this BYOB event. All proceeds benefit 
local community needs, including MCG 
programs. Sponsorships and reserved 
tables are available.

For more information: Cheryl Wilson, 
ext. 1-2941

Exhibit opening
The Department of Family Medicine 

and the Greenblatt Library will hold 
the opening ceremony for the Curtis 
G. Hames Sr., M.D. Exhibit and 
Manuscript Collection Friday, Feb. 9 at 
3:30 p.m. in the Historical Collections 
and Archives, room 225 of the Library. 
The public is invited.

For information: Dept. of Family 
Medicine, ext 1-3159

Singing valentines
The Augusta Chapter of the 

Barbershop Harmony Society, 
including talented members of the 
MCG community, will serenade special 
someones throughout the CSRA on 
Valentine’s Day. The cost is $50 for 
orders placed before Feb. 10, $65 after.

To reserve a performance: 803-279-4198 
or www.gardencitychorus.org

ASL class for kids
A children’s American Sign 

Language course designed for students 
age 6-12 will be held on three 
consecutive Saturdays, Feb. 10, 17 and 
24, from 10-11 a.m. in CMC classroom 
1809. Hosted by Culturally and 
Linguistically Appropriate Services, the 
cost is $20 per child. Space is limited to 
20 students.

For more information: Vivian Rice, 
ext. 1-6921

Intramural sports
The registration deadline for 

intramural dodge ball is Wednesday, 
Feb. 14; sign up for softball by 
Wednesday, Feb. 28. Intramural 
sports are open to all members of the 
MCG community.

For more information: 
www.mcg.edu/wellness/imsports.htm 
or the Wellness Center, ext. 1-6800

Sports officials wanted
The Intramural Sports Office is 

recruiting students for paid positions 
as officials. Training and instruction is 
provided and hours are flexible.

Contact: Kay Allen, ext. 1-6800

Call for nominations
The Beta Omicron Chapter of 

Sigma Theta Tau will present awards 
to members who have demonstrated 
excellence in education, research, 
scholarly writing and mentoring at the 
annual spring conference. Deadline for 
nominations is Feb. 15.  

For details: Donna Levitt, 
dlevitt@mcg.edu

Confidential counseling
MCG’s Employee/Faculty Assistance 

Program offers up to six confidential 
counseling sessions to employees and 
their immediate family at no charge. 
The sessions may cover any personal 
or work-related area of concern and are 
held at 844 Chafee Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Summer positions
The Office of Educational Outreach 

and Partnerships is taking applications 
for peer mentors, teaching assistants 
and residence hall supervisors for 
the summer Student Educational 
Enrichment Program. Qualified 
health professions students will 
work a minimum of 40 hours a 
week from June 1-July 20, and 
receive compensation and dormitory 
accommodations. Application deadline 
is March 30.

For details: Linda James, ext. 1-2522

Beeper deadlines
For the Feb. 1 edition, deadline 

is Jan. 24 at noon. For the Feb. 15 
edition, deadline is Feb. 7 at noon. 
Send announcements or story ideas to 
beeper@mcg.edu or contact Beeper 
Editor Sharron Walls at ext. 1-4410, 
FI-1042 (campus mail) or swalls@mcg.
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 Blend pudding mix with milk until smooth.

 Fold in Cool Whip.

 Line square or rectangular dish with graham crackers.

 Pour layer of pudding mixture over graham crackers.

 Continue to layer graham crackers and pudding 

mixture until pudding is gone.

 Place a final layer of graham crackers on top and 

spread chocolate icing over top to complete. 

(Icing needs to spread easily, so place container in warm 

water while preparing other ingredients or microwave 

for 15-20 seconds and stir.)

 Refrigerate for 1 hour and serve.

Chocolate Éclairs

You could win FREE FOOD, too. Submit your 
recipe to the Beeper! recipes@mcgbeeper.com

Lunch for 4 provided by

Rebekah Goble wins lunch for herself and three 
co-workers courtesy of 2go-Box Delivery!

2 boxes French vanilla pudding mix
8 oz Cool Whip
1 box graham crackers
1 can milk chocolate icing
3 cups milk

Ingredients: Directions:

Recipe Contest
Winner

R102625•BP011807

R102214•BP011807

veritas

R100899•BP011807

New software could help people 
with multiple prescriptions
by Jennifer Hilliard

Multiple prescriptions can 
be confusing – knowing which 
pill is which, when to take what 
medication and which pills have 
special instructions.

Dr. W. Kent Guion, associate 
dean for academic affairs in the 
School of Allied Health Sciences 
and a physical therapist, wants 
to reduce consumer confusion 
with software that creates a 
calendar-like printout every time a 
prescription is filled.

“The idea came to me when a 
relative who was taking multiple 
medications for asthma came to 
stay with me,” he said. “She was 
often confused about which pills 
she had to take in the morning 
and which pills she had to take at 
night. Many of her medications 
also looked the same and it was 
easy for her to get one confused 
with the other.”

With $25,000 in VentureLab 
funding from the Georgia Research 
Alliance, Dr. Guion is working with 
an independent consultant to test 
and market a program that will 
help patients remember often-
complicated prescription schedules 
and warn about similar-looking pills.

The program interfaces with 
computer software at major 
pharmacies. An early version is 
being tested in an independent 
North Carolina pharmacy.

“The idea is that pharmacists 
won’t have to do any extra 
work,” said Dr. Guion. “When the 
prescription comes in, they can 
scan it and the calendar printout 
will automatically generate. It won’t 
require any extra keystrokes.”

Dr. Guion hopes the program 
eventually will serve as the 
centerpiece for developing a 
software company to maintain it. 
That company would administer 
and update software, maintain 
data about medications in the 
software library and collaborate 
with pharmacies to implement the 
software, and improve patient safety 
and compliance with medications.

Eventually, Dr. Guion said, 
the program could be tailored 
to online pharmacies where 20 
percent of Americans now fill their 
prescriptions, or targeted toward 
individuals who could use the 
program on home computers.

“While I am excited about the 

potential, I completely understand 
that this process is in the very early 
stages,” he said. “The first round 
of funding is used to evaluate the 
market potential and to establish 
the most appropriate path to 
commercialization.”

Dr. Guion has been working with 
Dr. Michael Gabridge, MCG associate 
vice president for technology transfer 
and economic development, and 
other experienced programmers and 
pharmacists on the project.

The VentureLab funding 
program is the Georgia Research 
Alliance’s strategy for enhancing 
and accelerating technology-based 
enterprises based on university 
research.

Dr. Guion hopes to make scheduling medications easier
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Applicants sought for MCG 
summer enrichment program

The Office of Educational 
Outreach and Partnerships is 
accepting applications for a 
summer enrichment program for 
high school and college students 
and recent college graduates 
interested in the health 
professions.

The 2007 Summer Educational 
Enrichment Program will be 
held June 2 through July 20 on 
the MCG campus. Applications 
will be accepted through 
March 1.

Selection requirements 
include:

• Demonstrated strong 

   interest in the health   
       professions

• “B” average overall and in 
    the sciences
• Competitive SAT or ACT 
   scores
• Georgia resident status
• U.S. citizenship or 
  permanent resident status
• Member of a group 
  under-represented in the 
  health professions or socially, 
 educationally or economically 

  disadvantaged
• Two letters of recommendation       
   from teachers or faculty
• Involvement in 

       extracurricular activities
• 200-word personal 
   statement on health career  

goals and plan to attain goals
The program covers tuition 

and dormitory costs, and stipends 
to assist with living expenses. 
Students are responsible for some 
costs associated with books, 
health fees, student activities and 
other program activities.

For additional information 
and an application, contact 
Linda S. James at ext 1-2522 or 
ljames@mcg.edu or visit
www.mcg.edu/careers/specop/
index.html.
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 Op-Ed 
Georgia needs a trauma system now

by Don Snell

Now is the time for Georgia 
to have a coordinated statewide 
trauma system. Trauma is the 
number one killer of Americans 
between the ages of one and 
44, and the number three cause 
of death across all age groups. 
In Georgia, the trauma death 
rate is significantly higher than 
the national average. If Georgia 
simply achieved the national 
average, 712 lives would be 
saved each year.

A trauma patient’s chances of 
survival increase dramatically 
if they receive care within the 
“golden hour” immediately 
following injury. The “golden 
hour” makes rapid response 
critical by Emergency Medical 
Services technicians on the 
ground and in the air. According 
to the Georgia Department of 
Transportation, Georgians are 
four times more likely to die if 
involved in a vehicular crash in 
a rural area than in an urban 
area. State health officials say 
a major factor is poor access to 
trauma centers in rural areas.

Every hospital with an 
emergency room isn’t a trauma 
center. Of the estimated 40,000 
cases of major trauma each year 
in Georgia, only about 10,000 
are treated in designated 
trauma centers. 

MCG Health System has the 
only trauma center in the CSRA 
and is one of only four Level I 
trauma centers in Georgia. As 
such, we join Grady Memorial 
Health in Atlanta, Medical 
Center of Central Georgia in 
Macon and Memorial Health 
University Medical Center in 
Savannah in offering the highest 
level of care to those involved 

in motor vehicle accidents, 
falls, gunshot wounds and 
motorcycle crashes, among 
other traumas. Because of the 
small number of Level I trauma 
centers in the state, we handle 
serious traumas occurring 
between here and Atlanta, 
Macon and Savannah. In South 
Carolina, the nearest trauma 
center is in Columbia, so we 
handle the western half of 
South Carolina, too. 

Georgia’s 15 trauma centers 
(down from 19 in 2002, when 
some either dropped or lost 
their designations due to the 
financial burden) are stretched 
to their limits, making it 
necessary to frequently divert 
patients to other hospitals at the 
worse possible time, when time 
and proximity count. It could 
get worse if we don’t establish 
and strengthen Georgia’s 
trauma system. Most hospitals 
can’t afford the financial losses 
typically created by a trauma 
center. The reimbursements 
received from private health 
insurance, patient payments 
and Medicare and Medicaid do 
not come close to reimbursing 
an estimated $250 million a 
year in uncompensated trauma 
care by hospitals, physicians 
and EMS providers. Versus 
our total costs, MCG Health 
System’s Level I trauma center 
lost $8 million in revenue last 
fiscal year, not including losses 
incurred by the Physicians 
Practice Group.

Currently, Georgia does not 
have legislation that would 
establish and strengthen 
Georgia’s trauma system. 
However, in the 2006 legislative 
session, Senate Resolution 
785 was approved. It created 
a Trauma Study Committee 
composed of representatives 
from the Georgia House and 
Senate. The committee is 
expected to report its findings 
this month.

Advocates for a statewide 
trauma system consider 
this a significant step. A 
coalition called the Georgia 
Statewide Trauma Action 
Team, representing the Georgia 
Hospital Association, Emergency 
Medical Services and emergency 
physicians, trauma surgeons and 
nurses was formed to deliver 
a unified proposal to the study 
committee. To learn more about 
GSTAT’s efforts to form a trauma 
network in the state, go to 
www.GeorgiaItsAboutTime.com.

Establishing an adequately 
funded statewide trauma system 
will save lives. It will help 
ensure that we and our families 
can get life-saving trauma care 
when and where we need it. 

 – Mr. Snell is president and 
CEO of MCGHI

What’s Atlanta doing?

An early January legislative 
report says Georgia’s trauma 

care system is in “crisis” 
and needs a new set of fees 
and incentives to encourage 

more hospitals to provide 
money-losing care for life-

threatening injuries. Only 15 
of the state’s 152 hospitals 

remain certified trauma 
centers, leaving some 

rural regions dangerously 
exposed. 

The report suggests 
adding a $5 surcharge to 
the state’s motor vehicle 

tag tax or tacking a $1 fee 
on monthly cell phone bills 
to make up for some $85 
million in uncompensated 

trauma care that Georgia’s 
hospitals and health care 

professionals provide.
But Rep. Larry O’Neal 

of Bonaire, who co-chairs a 
joint subcommittee on the 

issue, says plugging that gap 
would be only the first step. 

Gov. Sonny Perdue cited 
the enormous toll of traffic 
accidents and trauma care 
on Georgia during his State 

of the State Address Jan. 10 
in Atlanta, noting that traf-

fic accidents cost the state 
billions of dollars every year 

and the lives of over 
1,700 people.

“Car accidents cause 
more trauma than any other 

source,” said Gov. Perdue.  
“And drivers who travel reck-
lessly at high speeds will be 
held accountable in Georgia.  

We will make those drivers 
pay for a statewide trauma 
network.  This will allow us 

to not only improve Georgia’s 
trauma care system, but 

also to reduce the actions 
that cause pain for so many 

Georgia families.”
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Opinion on tobacco?
Survey online now

Take about three minutes 
to answer a few anonymous 
questions about your views on 
tobacco and the MCG tobacco-
free initiative and you might 
win an introductory personal 
training package from the 
Wellness Center, including a 
fitness assessment and three 
half-hour sessions with a 
personal trainer.

The survey is completely 
voluntary and confidential. 

Information provided will help 
the Tobacco Free Task Force 
determine the extent to which 
tobacco is used on campus, the 
level of support or resistance 
for the initiative and the level of 
assistance members of the MCG 
community may need to adjust 
to a tobacco-free environment. 

To complete the survey, visit 
www.mcg.edu/iris/tobaccofree. 
Drawing entries cannot be 
linked to survey responses. 

How are new and emerging technologies enhancing the way you work, 
live and teach?

Share your knowledge and expertise to enrich teaching, learning, 
research and practice at the fifth annual MCG Technology Fair hosted by 
Information Technology Support and Services March 22 in the 
Greenblatt Library.

Presenters are needed to share innovations in instructional and 
assessment materials such as graphics, animations, tutorials, cases, 
lab manuals, assessment instruments, faculty development materials, 
computer-based resources, online health care classes, new publication 
models and resources, database searching and advances in telehealth and 
clinical technology.

To participate, contact Mike Wheeler at mwheeler@mcg.edu by Feb. 26.

 Bits & Bytes   

Information Technology Support and Services offers technology tips in 
this column. To submit questions or suggestions for topics, contact the 
IT Service Desk, ext. 1-4000 or ITService@mcg.edu.

DTAE and MCG:
Sharing knowledge

Members of the Georgia Department of Technical and Adult 
Education toured the campus Jan. 10 to see first hand our 
facilities and discuss academic programs of mutual interest. 
Above, John Gillespie in the Simulation Center with some of 
the approximately 20 DTAE presidents and representatives 
from around the state who attended. 
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Call for presentations 
Technology Fair 2007

R
10

26
23

•
B

P
01

18
07

PET HAIR PROBLEMS?   DUST ALLERGIES?

R101466•BP011807

Tired of Buying “disposable” Vacuums Every Few Years?

“HAVE WE GOT A VACUUM FOR YOU!”
• Quality Made In America
• 5 Year Warranty
• Cleans Carpet With One Pass - Saves You Time
• Cleans The Air As You Vacuum - HEPA Filtration
• Various Models Starting at $299

With This Special Offer You Get:

Dunagan’s Sewing and Vacuum Center
3007 Deans Bridge Rd. Augusta, GA 30906

706-798-7105 www.augustasewingandvacuum.com
1 Mile South of Wrightsboro Rd. and Highland Ave.

Free
Tune-Ups

For 5 Years

Free
Set of $69

Cleaning Tools

Free
Handvac

For Your Car

Free
6-Pack
of Bags
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by Toni Baker

Potentially blinding blood 
vessel growth in the cornea can 
be reduced by more than 50 
percent with a new manmade 
protein, researchers say.

“We believe eventually we’ll 
be able to use this protein to 
help patients in many situations 
where blood vessel formation 
is detrimental, including 
cancer, diabetic retinopathy and 
macular degeneration,” says 
Dr. Balamurali K. Ambati, MCG 
corneal specialist. Dr. Ambati is 
corresponding author of the study 
published in the November issue 
of Investigative Ophthalmology & 
Visual Science.

The body can produce new 
blood vessels to promote healing 
after trauma, such as a corneal 
transplant, a significant corneal 
scratch from a contact lens, or 
retinal oxygen deprivation caused 
by diabetes or aging. This natural 
response, called angiogenesis, 
becomes detrimental when new 
growth obstructs vision or when 
a tumor pirates the process 
to survive.

In an animal model, 
researchers used the protein they 
developed to reverse obstructive 
growth as long as one month 
after injury, says Dr. Ambati, 
indicating even well-established 
blood vessels are susceptible to 
intraceptor-mediated regression.

This intraceptor traps vascular 
endothelial growth factor, or 
VEGF, inside a cell’s protein-
making machinery. It’s made 
with a portion of a VEGF receptor 
called sflt-1, a free-floating 
receptor recently shown to help 

keep the cornea clear by taking up 
and neutralizing VEGF. Although 
other molecules have an anti-
angiogenic effect, sflt-1 was the 
only one researchers found that 
spurs blocked corneal blood 
vessels. The work, published in 
October in Nature, was led by 
teams at MCG and the University 
of Kentucky.

“Now we have designed a 
novel recombinant molecule 
where we take a subunit of 
sflt-1 and couple it with a four-
amino-acid peptide tail,” Dr. 
Ambati says. “The tail essentially 
handcuffs the manmade molecule 
within the protein-making 
machinery of the cell so that it 
stays there and anything that 
binds with it, namely VEGF, stays 
there too. It’s a very specific 
way of down-regulating a 
target protein.”

In May 2005, Dr. Ambati and 
his colleagues announced in 
Investigative Ophthalmology & 
Visual Science that the intraceptor 
helped reduce blood vessel 
development in the test tube and 
in animal models with corneal 
injury and melanoma.

“Now we are talking about 
making them go away,” says 
Dr. Ambati. While still in the 
laboratory, the work provides 
further evidence of potential 
clinical application.

The intraceptor prompts 
regression of blood vessels by 
inducing programmed cell death, 
or apoptosis, in the vascular 
endothelial cells that line 
the vessels.

Some existing anti-angiogenesis 
treatments target VEGF outside 
cells. “It is important to bind it 

within cells because some, such 
as cancer and blood vessel cells, 
can produce their own VEGF 
and receptors,” Dr. Ambati says. 
“Imagine trying to block from 
the outside a factory that has 
everything it needs inside. You 
have to throw a monkey wrench 
inside the factory and that is what 
we managed to do.”

For the study, the manmade 
protein was injected directly into 
the cornea with a micro-needle. 
The hope is to develop a topical 
eye drop with a long-term delivery 
system, says Dr. Ambati.

The researchers are pursuing 
the intraceptor’s potential role 
in destroying blood vessels that 
help sustain cancers. They also 
are looking at a biodegradable 
polymer cage that can encapsulate 
the intraceptor, which can be 
tagged  with a homing device and 
delivered “like a missile carrying a 
payload” into specific target cells 
where it will then slowly release 
the intraceptor.

Co-authors include Dr. Nirbhai 

Singh, MCG postdoctoral fellow; 
Pooja D. Jani and Shivan Amin, 
MCG medical students; and 
Tushar Suthar, a medical student 
at New York Medical College 
in Valhalla.

The research was funded by the 
Knights-Templar Eye Foundation, 
Fight for Sight Grant-in-Aid and 
the Association for Research in 
Vision and Ophthalmology/Alcon 
Postdoctoral Fellowship.

Sharron Walls photo

R102626•BP011807

Manmade protein shows promise for cancer, 
macular degeneration
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Dr. Ambati

HERO scholarships help 
educate reservists and kids

Thousands of Georgia residents 
who’ve seen combat while in the 
Georgia National Guard or the U.S. 
Military Reserves, as well as their 
children, may qualify to receive up 
to $8,000 each to attend college in 
the University System of Georgia, the 
Georgia Department of Technical and 
Adult Education or an eligible private 
college or university.

The Georgia HERO (Helping 
Educate Reservists and their 
Offspring) Scholarship Program has 
been providing educational grant 
assistance to U.S. servicemen and 
women and their offspring since 
March 2006. To date, more than 200 
scholarships totaling nearly $400,000 

have been awarded.
“We are extremely grateful for 

the sacrifices made by our returning 
heroes and want to encourage 
them to take full advantage of 
this opportunity to continue their 
education,” said Dr. Beheruz N. 
Sethna, interim executive vice 
chancellor and chief academic 
officer for the University System of 
Georgia. “Whether guard members 
or reservists use the scholarship to 
further their own education or have 
their children apply for it, this is an 
excellent reward for the service they 
gave their nation.”

To learn more about the HERO 
scholarship, visit www.gacollege411.org. 
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The sixth annual 104.3 WBBQ 
and 105.7 The Bull “Cares for 
Kids Radiothon” raised twice as 
much money for the Children’s 
Medical Center as it did last year. 
The official count at the end of 
the three-day December broadcast 

was more than $182,900 and 
additional pledges continue to 
come in. The funds will be used 
to purchase specialized medical 
equipment and child-friendly 
amenities for Children’s Medical 
Center patients. 

Psychologist specializing in pain, 
posttraumatic stress joins MCG
by Toni Baker

Dr. Rebecca L. Jump, clinical 
health psychologist specializing 
in treating pain and posttraumatic 
stress disorder, has joined the faculty 
with joint appointments in the 
Departments of Psychiatry/Health 
Behavior and Anesthesiology/
Perioperative Medicine. She 
comes to MCG from the University 
of Florida, where she recently 
completed doctoral training in adult 
health and medical psychology and 
a postdoctoral fellowship in 
chronic pain and posttraumatic 
stress disorder.

Dr. Jump treats adults in 
the psychiatry clinic and in the 
Department of Anesthesiology’s 
Center for Pain Management. 
Her research interests include the 
relationship between psychological 
factors and health outcomes and 
the intersection of chronic pain and 
psychological trauma.

“Pain is pervasive; it cuts across 
a lot of diseases and conditions,” 
said Dr. Jump. “Psychological 
factors are really important in pain 
perception and how the illness 
affects the individual.”

Dr. Jump examines how pain 
affects the ability to function at 
work and in personal relationships. 
Therapy sessions focus on strategies 
such as relaxation training, pacing 
activities and sleep techniques.

She also examines how 
patients feel about their pain, 

noting that they typically self-
identify, telling doctors they are 
anxious, tearful, depressed and 
adjusting poorly. “It’s a really 
vicious cycle that taps into all levels 
of thinking, feeling and behaving. 
We try to approach pain from all 
those angles to help get people on 
track so they can maximize what life 
has to offer.”

Dr. Jump earned a master’s 
degree in general experimental 
psychology at the University 
of Hartford and completed 
a predoctoral internship in 
posttraumatic stress disorder at 

MCG and the Veteran Affairs Medical 
Center in Augusta.

At the University of Florida she 
was a research team member for 
Psychosocial Oncology Services, 
served a research assistantship at 
the Center for Pain Research and 
Behavioral Health and completed 
a National Institutes of Health 
predoctoral fellowship in the 
Center for Autoimmune Diseases. 
She received the 2003 Molly 
Harrower Award for Excellence in 
Psychodiagnostic Assessment from 
the university’s Department of 
Clinical and Health Psychology.

Latest ultrasound technology 
finds hidden GI cancers
by Danielle Wong Moores

Technology similar to that used 
by your local meteorologist can 
now find and treat tumors hidden 
inside the walls of the digestive 
tract, esophagus and other organs.

While meteorologists use 
Doppler radar (ultrasound) 
to bounce sound waves off 
objects like raindrops to predict 
weather patterns, physicians 
now use the same technique 
inside the body to diagnose 
disease. Gastroenterologists use 
an endoscopic ultrasound to 
diagnose and treat diseases and 
tumors inside the gastrointestinal 
tract. Endoscopic ultrasound 
features a transducer placed at 
the tip of an endoscope, a thin 
flexible tube that can be inserted 

in the upper or lower digestive tract.
“The latest version of 

endoscopic ultrasound allows 
gastroenterologists to see both 
detailed linear (straight ahead) 
and radial (all around) views 
of the inside of the esophagus, 
stomach, first part of the small 
intestine, rectum and sigmoid, as 
well as organs such the pancreas 
and gall bladder,” said Dr. Ayaz 
Chaudhary, a gastroenterologist 
at MCG Health System. Detailed 
views can actually penetrate 
the four layers of tissue walls 
to discover and stage tumors 
hidden inside those layers, as 
well as diagnose diseases such as 
pancreatitis and gall stones. 

“The same technology can then 
be used to treat disease,” added 
Dr. Chaudhary. Tumors can be 

biopsied or removed, nerve blocks 
can be administered to control the 
pain of pancreatitis, and lymph 
nodes can be sampled, among 
other therapies. 

“Older versions of this 
technology were limited in the 
scope and detail of what they 
could see and treat,” explained 
Dr. Chaudhary. “This new 
technology benefits patients 
experiencing abdominal pain 
by providing rapid, detailed 
diagnosis and treatment of 
their disease.” 

Patients are treated under 
sedation during the hour-long 
procedure and go home the 
same day. Special training 
is required for gastroenterologists 
to offer endoscopic ultrasound 
therapy.

Dr. Jump
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patient simulators.
 Faculty from both schools will 
also treat patients at the Health 
Sciences Building, which serves 
as the base for several ongoing 
community health care initiatives, 
including a tobacco-cessation 
program and a program aimed at 
helping non-parent caregivers.
 “This building is designed for 
us to create leaders in teaching, 
research and practice,” said Dr. 
Lucy Marion, dean of the School 
of Nursing. “The increase in space 
this building provides will also 
help us meet aggressive goals to 
increase our number of faculty 
and, in turn, increase our number 
of students over the next 
three years.”
 The building features a two-
story education wing of school-
shared classroom space and five 
stories of specialized classrooms, 
labs and office space. It has three 
large, auditorium-style classrooms 
and two classrooms equipped 

with distance-learning technology, 
where students and professors 
can communicate with educators 
off-site, including those at the 
School of Nursing’s satellite 
campuses in Athens 
and Columbus.
 Several small dedication 
ceremonies will immediately 
follow the 10:30 dedication. At 11 
a.m., the first-floor Bard Student 
Lounge, a gift from the family 
of the late Dr. Raymond Bard, 
founding dean of the School of 
Allied Health Sciences, will be 
dedicated. Also at 11 a.m., the 
School of Nursing class of 1958 
will donate a silver ladle for the 
building’s lobby. At 11:30 a.m., a 
second-floor library and resource 
center will be dedicated in honor 
of Dr. Biagio Vericella, dean 
emeritus of the School of Allied 
Health Sciences, and his wife. At 
noon, the fourth-floor Respiratory 
Therapy Library will be dedicated 
in honor of Dr. Mishoe.

DEDICATION...from page 1

Radiothon raises 
record amount

Nominations 
requested for 
faculty awards

The School of Medicine 
Faculty Senate annually 
recognizes faculty who 
have made outstanding 
contributions to the school 
in their particular field. The 
Recognition Committee is taking 
nominations for the following 
awards: 

• Basic Science Teaching 
• Clinical Science Teaching
• Basic Science Research
• Clinical Science Research
• Patient Care
• Institutional Service
• Outstanding Young Basic  

       Science Faculty (5 years or 
   less service)

• Outstanding Young Clinical  
       Science Faculty (5 years or         

less service)
• School of Medicine   

    • Outstanding Faculty Award
Submit a letter of nomination 

and a curriculum vitae on each 
faculty member nominated. 
Candidates may be nominated 
in more than one category. Send 
nominations to Laurie Lane, 
Faculty Senate, AE-2030 by 
Friday, Feb. 23.

The awards will be presented 
at the School of Medicine 
Faculty Awards Ceremony on 
Thursday, April 19 at 5 p.m. at 
the Alumni Center. 
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Inflammatory genes linked 
to salt-sensitive hypertension
by Toni Baker

One key to high blood pressure 
might be inflammatory genes.

Mounting evidence suggests 
that inflammation, a part of the 
immune response implicated 
in diseases such as cancer, 
Alzheimer’s and diabetes, may 
also help translate stress into 
high blood pressure.

“There is a concept that 
hypertension is an inflammatory 
condition,” says Dr. Haidong Zhu, 
an MCG molecular geneticist 
who believes the connection 
between stress, inflammation 
and hypertension is the kidneys’ 
ability to release sodium.

When stress activates the 
sympathetic nervous system (the 
fight-or-flight mechanism), the 
body increases production of 
interleukin 6, a pro-inflammatory 
factor, which ultimately leads to 
production of other inflammatory 
factors such as C reactive protein.

Stress also prompts the body to 
retain sodium to help temporarily 
raise blood pressure, says Dr. 
Gregory Harshfield, director of the 
Georgia Prevention Institute and 
an expert on what happens when 
the body doesn’t let go afterward. 
It’s called impaired stress-induced 

pressure natriuresis, which Dr. 
Harshfield has documented in 
young, healthy teens.

Dr. Zhu is now leading 
research to see if the reactions are 
related – if the inability to resume 
normal sodium elimination is 
caused by mutations in four sets 
of stress-activated inflammatory 
genes: interleukin 6, interleukin 
6 receptor, cytokine signal 
transducer and C-reactive protein.

Her research team is looking 
at variations of the genes in 500 
teens with normal blood pressure. 
The teens are put on a diet for 
four days to regulate sodium 
intake, then come to the GPI 
where they rest for an hour, play 
a three-dimensional racing video 
game for an hour, then rest for 
another hour. Blood and urine 
samples are taken throughout the 
period. Researchers also collect 
DNA material from as many 
parents as possible to confirm 
their findings in the children.

Pilot data indicate that 
black teens with normal blood 
pressure and a certain variation 
of the interleukin 6 gene excrete 
significantly less sodium 
following stress. Researchers 
have further implicated the 
inflammatory factor’s role in 

blood pressure regulation by 
showing that following stress, 
circulating levels of interleukin 6 
rise and are still elevated an hour 
after the stressor is gone.

Dr. Zhu suspects that even 
without the genetic variations, 
inflammation affects blood 
pressure under stress, so she will 
look at its impact alone and in 
concert with the mutations.

“Our long-term goal is to 
identify a subgroup of individuals 
with a genetic profile that has 
an increased risk of developing 
high blood pressure in a stressful 
environment,” says Dr. Zhu, 
whose work is funded by a 
two-year, $300,000 grant from 
the National Heart, Lung and 
Blood Institute.

These individuals might benefit 
from a low-salt diet, exercise 
and anti-inflammatory drugs. 
Nearly one in three Americans is 
hypertensive and more than half 
have salt-sensitive hypertension.

The relationship between 
inflammation and high blood 
pressure, including how cytokines 
affect blood pressure elevation, 
also is the subject of a five-year, 
$11 million National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute Program 
Project study at MCG.
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Dr. Zhu

Risk factors for hypertension start at a young age
by Jennifer Hilliard

By age 10, some black 
children already have high 
nighttime blood pressure, 
an early signal of impending 
cardiovascular disease, and as 
they grow up, show greater 
increases in nighttime blood 
pressure, according to a study 
that followed children’s blood 
pressures over 15 years.

At night, blood pressure 
should drop because the body 
is resting, says Dr. Gregory 
Harshfield, director of MCG’s 
Georgia Prevention Institute 
and a co-author on the study 
published in the Dec. 19 edition 
of Circulation, the journal of the 
American Heart Association.

To determine pressure 
differences between black and 
white children and at what age 
those differences occur, Dr. 
Frank Treiber, vice president for 
research and study co-author, 
measured the ambulatory blood 
pressures of almost 700 children 
12 times during 15 years.

“Most previous studies have 
looked at a cross-section of 
people. This study allows us 
to look at one population over 
an extended period of time,” 
says Dr. Xiaoling Wang, genetic 
epidemiologist and the study’s 
lead author. “This helps us 
identify the age that these 
problems begin to occur – as 
early as age 10.”

One reason for the higher 
nighttime pressure is some 
blacks retain more sodium, 
which increases fluid volume 
in their bodies and their blood 
pressure. Ethnic differences were 
still measurable in study subjects 
even after researchers controlled 
for factors such as height, body 
mass index, socioeconomic 
status and stress-related coping 
strategies.

Interestingly, she says, tests of 
people of African descent who 
live outside the United States 
have shown normal nighttime 
blood pressure.

“That most likely means 
that the problem is not purely 

genetic and also 
is likely caused 
by environmental 
factors like salt 
intake and stress,” 
Dr. Wang says. “It 
has already been 
proven that stress 
causes sodium 
retention, but 
there could be also 
other factors. This 
study supports 
existing research 
and further study 
of the causes for 
racial differences 
in blood pressure 
at an early age.”

Study co-
authors included 
Dr. Harold 
Snieder, an MCG 
biostatistician; 
Dr. Joseph 
Poole, an MCG 
student; and Dr. 
Coral Hanevold, 
a pediatric 
nephrologist. Dr. Wang
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to help students meet Georgia 
Performance Standards, a new 
statewide curriculum based on 
research and national standards.

“We’ve developed eight 
laboratory exercises that can be 
taught in biology, chemistry, earth 
science and physical science,” 
said Dr. Elizabeth Kenimer 
Leibach, department chair. 
“We’ve taught four lessons on the 
MCG campus and will provide 
four more this summer in Warren 
County. We designed the exercises 
so they can be completed with 
materials (teachers) already have 
in their classroom.”

Dr. Kenimer Leibach hopes the 
grant will increase recruitment 
in health care professions by 
showing younger students how 
basic science concepts relate to 
health care.

“Our interaction with the 
teachers allows us to bring 
the laboratory profession into 
the public schools, beginning 
in middle school, so that 
students will not be afraid of 
the laboratory or health care 
professions,” Dr. Kenimer Leibach 
said.

“It’s a great experience for 
us,” said Beth Spivey, science 
teacher at Warren County Middle 
School. “The modules are very 
informative and the instructors 

do anything 
they can to 
help us. They 
do a great job 
of breaking 
down the 
information so 
students can 
understand, 
and we’re 
able to bring 
our students 
more hands-
on activities.”

The project 
also serves 
as a learning 
experience for 
MCG faculty, 
according 
to Dr. Lester 
G. Pretlow, 
assistant 
professor of 
biomedical 
and 
radiological 
technologies.

“We get 
to go back 
and look at 
scientific principles we haven’t 
looked at in a long time,” he 
said. “The things we teach as 
college professors all relate back 
to the principles we’re hoping 
to illuminate for these younger 

students. I like to remind the 
teachers that when students 
really grasp these concepts, they 
can explore a million different 
directions and know exactly what 
is going on because they know 
what the concept is based on.”
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Warren County High School teachers Bill Vaughan 
and Rebekah Mitchell join classmates

228 acres in beautiful Johnston, SC! 3 ponds and frontage on 2 creeks makes 
this land ideal for horses! This property is mostly open land, so BRING YOUR HORSES! Hunting is also 
going to be incredible on this property with so many deer and turkeys. Less than 1 mile from Johnston city 
limits-Beautiful drive from Johnston!

Lot 1 - 10 acres $80,000
Lot 2 - 22 acres (pond) $168,000
Lot 3 - 22 acres (creek, barn) $172,000
Lot 4 - 20 acres (pond) $150,000
Lot 5 - 20 acres (pond, creek) $150,000

Lot 6 - 44 acres (creek) $252,000
Lot 7 - 24 acres (pond, creek) $180,000
Lot 8 - 24 acres (creek) $180,000
Lot 9 - 42 acres (creek) $231,000

 Just 3 hours from Augusta. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to spend the holidays winter or summer vaca-
tions gazing out over the picturesque views? 4 lots in total available in the beautiful town of Sapphire.

Lot 11 C - 2.06 Acres - $245,000 Lot 11 D - 2.00 Acres - $245,000

HOME 
(UNDER CONSTRUCTION): This home is LOADED! 2 
acre wooded lot with breath-taking long range view 
of North Carolina mountains. 3 BR + hobby room, 
4.5 baths, 3 fireplaces, large porches & floor to ceil-
ing glass across back of home. 3180 heated sq ft, 
1688 sq ft of porches, 4868 total sq ft. $950,000

136.62 acres, 7 stocked ponds, 
three of which are stocked with catfish and four with bass/bream. Brick 
home 2000 sq ft. with 4 BR, 2 Ba w/ detached garage. This would make a 

great retreat site for churches, business, or families. The 
home is furnished and some equipment such as tractor, 
bush hog, sickle mower is included. With tract this size 
the possibilities are endless! $1,400,000. MLS #274341

Both of these lots have a directional view of West/ Southwest looking in to the gap of Bald Rock and Chimney Top Mountains. 
Lots 10D & 10E together are 4.08 acres - $275 - Can be subdivided and sold separately for $150,000 each 39.51 +/- Acre tract: 
$2,000.00. All Lots are gradually sloping and easily build-able. Perfect for retirement, vacation and investments homes and 
those needing the cooler climates. The breathtaking scenery makes these mountain lots very desirable.

WARREN COUNTY...from page 1
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1 HR Policies and Procedures Module 1   2–4 p.m.

6 Communicating Assertively  10 a.m.–noon

7 Accounting 101 Module 2   9–11 a.m.

8 HR Policies and Procedures Module 2   2–4 p.m.

9 Legal Issues   9–11 a.m.

9 Customer Service Certificate Module 1   2–4:30 p.m.

12 Welcome to MCG   8:30–10:30 a.m.

12 PeopleSoft: Basic Navigation, Requisition   1–4:15 p.m

 and Sponsored Project Management  

13 Coping with Anger in the Workplace   9–11 a.m.

13 Customer Service Certificate Module 2   2–4:30 p.m.

14 Accounting 101 Module 3   8 a.m.–noon

14, 21 & 28 PowerPoint  (three-part class)   2–3:30 p.m.

15 Hiring Non-immigrant Personnel (location-CA 2109)   2–4 p.m. 

15 HR Policies and Procedures Module 3   2–4 p.m.

16 Travel Procedures   9–10 a.m.

16 Meeting Minutes   2–4 p.m.

19 PeopleSoft: Delivered Reports   9–11 a.m.

20 P-Card: Program Orientation   9–10 a.m.

20 Communication Skills and Attitude for Success  2–4:30 p.m.

21 Accounting 101 Module 4   8 a.m.–noon

22 Sexual Harassment   9–11 a.m.

22 HR Policies and Procedures Module 4   2–4 p.m.

23 Coaching Employees to Improve Performance 8:30–10:30 a.m.

23 All About Leave    2–4 p.m.

26 Welcome to MCG   8:30–10:30 a.m.

26 PeopleSoft: Basic Query   1–4 p.m.

27 P-Card: Works Payment Manager   9–10:30 a.m.

27 Resolving Workplace Conflict   2–4:30 p.m.

HR Course Registration Guidelines

• Class sizes are limited and are filled on a first-come basis. 

• Complete and submit one registration form for each class. Forms are available  

 at www.mcg.edu/hr/training.

• Register at least one to two weeks prior to the scheduled training date.  

• Registration forms received after a class is filled are put on a waiting list.  

 Waiting-list registrants are notified of vacancies and moved into the classes  

 as cancellations are received. 
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Transcendental Meditation

Call 706-650-1720 
between 10-7 for more information

Improve Concentration • Decrease Anxiety
Lecture Student Union

Jan 25 • 12:30pm • Room 2001
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Call Andrea Johnson
for your

Real Estate 
Check-Up!

Call Andrea Today!
706.832-5678 Mobile 
706.855-7653 Office
andreajohnson1@remax.net www.movingtoaugusta.com

Beautiful stately home w/ 4BR, 2.5 BA, 2500 SQFT.
Featuring hardwood floors, Eat-in kitchen, Large DR, 

2 car garage, Owner BR w/fireplace, Private back yard, 
and much more! Schools: Stevens Creek Elem., 

Riverside Middle, Lakeside H.S.

Watervale Subdivision in 
Columbia County

3515 Gloucester Court Offered at $257,000

3 BR, 2 BA in Bristol Wood subdivision! 2258 sq.ft., 
Open floor plan. Includes hardwood floors, Berber 
carpet, and a large fenced backyard! Located on a 
quiet street close to I-20, hospital, and shopping! 

Perfect for first time home buyer!

Immaculate Home 
in West Augusta

112 Tremont WayOffered at $158,900

4 BR, 2 BA, 1500 Sq.Ft. Lyndon Grove neighborhood.
Kitchen w/ Corian counters, Hardwood throughout, 

Totally redone, Large fenced rear yard. Move in 
condition. Add your own special touches to bring 

out the full potential of this properties charm!

Close To All Hospitals

2303 Kimberly Drive Offered at $120,900
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3 BR, 2 BA, 1800 Sq.Ft. Close to all hospitals, Updated 
kitchen, Hardwood floors, 18x7 sunroom. 
Partially finished basement w/bed & bath. 

DR w/built-ins & window seat. LR w/built-ins 
& Picture window. Lg private back yard.

Just Off Walton Way

2925 Lake Forest Drive Offered at $256,000

Andrea Johnson
Accredited Buyer Representative

Vice President

February

   The following courses are offered free to MCG employees through the Division of Human Resource’s 
training and education department. To view class descriptions and register online, visit www.cg.edu/hr/training. 
All classes are held in room 1151 of the Annex unless otherwise noted. For more information, contact Debra 
Arnold, ext. 1-3196.

The Learning C u r ve
Got a pet? 

The Pet Gazette.
Send pictures and stories to beeper@mcg.edu

Tell 
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Flu season lasts until March
by Dr. Jim Wilde

Influenza, a contagious disease 
that infects the respiratory tract, 
is caused by an airborne virus 
spread by coughing, sneezing or 
talking. Different strains occur 
each season.

To help prevent flu, follow   
common-sense steps:

• Wash hands frequently.
• Avoid close contact with          

       someone who is ill.
• Cover your mouth and nose     
   if you cough or sneeze.
• Stay home from work or          

       school if you have the flu.
Typical flu symptoms include 

cough, sore throat, headache, 
runny nose, muscle aches and a 
fever of 103 to 105 that lasts three 
to six days. Vomiting and diarrhea 

are common in children.
The best treatment for an 

otherwise healthy person is rest 
and remedies for the symptoms. 
Antibiotics have no effect on 
the virus and only exacerbate 
antibiotic resistance.

Antiviral medications must 
be taken within 48 hours of the 
onset of symptoms to be effective. 
In addition, antivirals shorten 
the duration of flu by only about 
one day, are expensive and 
can have side effects. They are 
recommended mainly for people 
in high-risk categories who could 
suffer severe complications, even 
death, from flu. Women who are 
pregnant, people older than 65, 
infants age 6 to 23 months, people 
with chronic illnesses and those 
in close contact with them should 

seek medical treatment as soon 
as they suspect flu. Otherwise, a 
doctor’s visit is warranted only for:

• fever that exceeds six days
• rapid breathing or chest pain
• severe vomiting or   

       inability to pass fluids (signs     
   of dehydration)
• severe headache combined 
   with light sensitivity and a     
   stiff neck (signs of meningitis)
• disorientation or confusion
According to the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, 
approximately 31,000 Americans, 
including about 100 children, die 
annually from influenza, most 
from high-risk categories. 

– Dr. Wilde is medical director 
of the pediatric emergency 
department at MCG Health System.

R101872•BP010407

PATIO ROOMS!
• Enjoy The Outdoors All Year !
• Adds Value To Your Home!

FREE - $500 
in Patio Furniture 

with Completed Patio Room!*

FREE - WalMart Gift Card with 
All Free In-Home Estimates!*

*Prior Sales Excluded

VOTED “BEST CAR WASH” BY READERS OF AUGUSTA MAGAZINE!

$4.00 AUTOMATIC WASH & FREE VACUUMS
“A New Concept in FAST Car Washing”

2841 Washington Road (next to Red Lobster)
HOURS: Mon-Sat: 8-8; Sun: 11-6

Oil change and lube featuring
quality Valvoline products.
(at Evans & Express locations only.)

Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30-5:30

Sun: Noon-5:00

Across From Evans Cinemas

706-868-1450

EVANS

MARTINEZ

DOWNTOWN

AUGUSTA MALL

Across From West Towne

706-868-1550

Next to Johnson Motor Co.

706-722-4109 (Closed Sun.)

Across From the mall

706-738-1300

ANY PACKAGE WASH

$200 Off
Deluxe Wash or Higher

NOT VALID WITH ANY
OTHER SPECIAL OR OFFER

 HAND WAX
$45Includes Full Services

Wash, Tire Shine, Air
Freshener & Hand Wax

MOST VEHICLES. NOT VALID
WITH ANY OTHER SPECIAL 

OR OFFER. 
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3- Minute Car Wash & Quick Lube

Home Of The World Famous

$15.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE

R10200•BP010407

Jarrett E. Hindew
Investment Representative
2816 Washington Rd Suite 102
Augusta, GA 30909
Bus. 706-738-2983
Toll-Free. 888-738-6929
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We understand the difference 
you make every day. And we’d 
like to help make a difference 
in your life. If you work for 

public educational institution 
or nonprofit organization, 
Edward Jones can explain 

options for your 403(b)/TSA 
retirement savings plan and 
recommend a strategy that’s 

best for you.

To learn why it makes 
sense to talk with 

Edward Jones about 
your retirement savings, 

call or visit today.

Dental student to 
receive posthumous 
degree
by Jennifer Hilliard

Growing up the daughter of 
a small-town dentist, Dorothy 
“Dolly” Hearn always had 
ambitions of following in her 
father’s footsteps. After working in 
his Washington, Ga., office during 
the summers growing up, she 
chose her future career.

But her dreams were cut short 
when Ms. Hearn died in the 
summer of 1990, just one year shy 
of earning her doctor of dental 
medicine degree from the MCG 
School of Dentistry. The woman 
who would have been the second 
Dr. Hearn in her family never had 
a chance to earn that title.

That has all changed with a 
decision to award Ms. Hearn a 
posthumous professional degree 
– the same degree she would have 
earned had she completed dental 
school in 1991.

“This is the first time this 
has been done in the School of 
Dentistry,” says Dr. Connie Drisko, 
dean of the school. “It has never 
been a question of if we should 
do it, but how we could do it. 
We have no doubt that Dolly 
would have made significant 
contributions to Georgia dentistry, 
and now she can forever be 
known as Dr. Dolly.”

The decision came after 
requests from several of Ms. 
Hearn’s classmates and teachers.

“When her life was cut 
short in 1990, Georgia lost a 

promising new dentist, her 
classmates lost an esteemed 
colleague and her family lost a 
loving daughter and sister,” wrote 
Dr. Felix Maher, a Savannah 
dentist, former classmate and 
friend, in a letter supporting the 
effort to award the degree. “We 
honor her family, colleagues and 
her profession by awarding her 
this degree.”

Plans are being made for a 
special ceremony to present the 
diploma to Dolly’s parents, Dr. 
and Mrs. Carlton Hearn.

“This is a wonderful and 
special New Year’s gift for us,” 
says Mrs. Hearn. “We are very 
thankful and certainly feel like 
it’s well-deserved. We’re very 
appreciative of everyone who 
worked so hard to get Dolly the 
degree she worked so hard for.”

The Hearns established a 
scholarship in their daughter’s 
name 16 years ago. Each year the 
junior undergraduate class awards 
the scholarship to the classmate 
who most demonstrates care and 
compassion for patients and a 
commitment to dentistry.

Dr. Hearn
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Famous Dave’s

Shangri La

T.G.I. Friday’s

Yo Pizza

Barberitos

& many more

Call (706) 364-4460 to order
& request a menu guide.

w w w . 2 g o - b o x . c o m

DELIVERED MEALS FROM
GREAT RESTAURANTS

Save Your Parking Spot! Save Your Gas!

Beeper Recipe Contest!
If you’ve got a great recipe to share, you could 
win a free lunch for yourself and three others — 
delivered right to your waiting plates!  Who says 
there’s no free lunch? What are you waiting for?  
E-mail your favorite recipe to 
recipes@mcgbeeper.com today!

RECIPES

SPONSORED BY:

w w w . 2 g o - b o x . c o m
( 7 0 6 )  3 6 4 - 4 4 6 0

SEE THIS ISSUE’S WINNING RECIPE ON PAGE 3!

SUDOKU

Take the Tobacco Survey
www.mcg.edu/iris/tobaccofree

ACROSS
  1. Most common heart ailment, for short
  4. Site of the olecranon fossa
  7. Stroke, familiarly
10. __ fever
11. Chiang __, Thailand
12. Engine need
13. Musical notes
14. Building wing
15. Allen or Gibson
16. Old name for a birth defect
19. With 17 Down, gout-causing metabolites
21. Eye membrane
24. “The King __”; hit ’56 film
25. Suffix for blood or stick
26. Fat
27. Words of comprehension
28. Diffusion of fluid through a membrane
32. Carbuncle contents
34. Lyric poem
35. Swelling reducer
38. “...Enlighten my eyes, __ will sleep in death...” (Psalm 13)
39. Alveoli contents
40. Suffix for access or direct
41. Fraternity letters
42. Earl Grey, for one
43. TV’s Bill __ “The Science Guy”

DOWN
  1. Possible myocarditis complication: abbr.
  2. Motorists’ org.
  3. Blistering skin condition
  4. Of the U.S.
  5. Stethoscope detection
  6. Word with pepper or saw
  7. Carpal tunnel syndrome cause
  8. Compete
  9. Everyone
17. See 19 Across
18. 5555 and 5556
19. Suffix for intellect and event
20. Genetic matter, for short
22. Ending for treat or expert
23. Thérèse or Genèvieve: abbr.
29. Deep, wide ditch
30. Cartoon dog
31. Blood components
32. Word with small or chicken
33. Pharyngitis or laryngitis, familiarly
36. Bawl
37. Fovea’s location

3
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Newsmakers

O P T I C I A N S
2 year warranty on all prescription eyewear

20% MCG discount
Contact lenses

Eye exams by independent doctors of optometry

SEE BETTER • LOOK BETTER • FEEL BETTER
John W. Anderson
1500 Johns Road

706-736-2020

Phil Harris
1571 Walton Way

706-737-2020  
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2015 Central Ave.   706-736-2880

30 beers on draft, 
over 100 different bottled beers. 

Full range of liquor & wine.

Open 3pm until 
beyond Midnight!

Mon.-Sat, Closed Sun.
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Wednesdays 8:30pm

ON DRAFT

Saturdays 8:30pm
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Eye Care One
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Dr. Eroglu named 
to editorial board

Dr. Ali Eroglu, reproductive 
biologist, cryobiologist and co-
director of MCG’s Human Cord 
Blood Stem Cell Core Facility, has 
been named to a one-year term 
on the editorial board of Biology 
of Reproduction, the journal of 
the Society for the Study 
of Reproduction.

He also is an ad hoc reviewer 
for Fertility and Sterility, 
Reproductive BioMedicine Online, 
Reproduction, Cryobiology
and CryoLetters.

Dr. Eroglu came to MCG 
in 2003 from the Center for 
Engineering in Medicine, Surgical 
Services and Vincent Memorial 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Service at Harvard Medical 
School’s Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was a 
research associate.

 He earned a doctorate of 
veterinary medicine from Istanbul 
University School of Veterinary 
Medicine in Turkey and a 
doctorate in reproductive biology 
from Justus-Liebig University 
in Germany. He completed 
postdoctoral training at the 
University of Kassel in Germany 
and at Harvard.

In 2005, Dr. Eroglu was a 
session chair for the First World 
Congress on Human Oocyte 
Cryopreservation in Italy and for 
the Annual Meeting of the Society 
for Cryobiology in Minneapolis. 
He has received a Georgia Cancer 
Coalition Cancer Research Award 
and the prize paper award of the 
Society for Assisted Reproductive 
Technology.

Dr. Eroglu’s research interests 
include novel approaches for 
preserving cells and tissue, 
parent-of-origin dependent gene 
expression and reprogramming 
somatic cells to embryonic-like 
stem cells. He has an international 
patent on micro-injection of 
cryoprotectants for cell preservation.

His other memberships include 
the Society for Cryobiology, 
the American Society for 
Reproductive Medicine and the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science.

Dr. Stachura guest 
editor for journal

Dr. Max Stachura, 
endocrinologist and director 
of the MCG Center for 
Telehealth, was guest editor for 
the December edition of The 
International Journal of Economic 
Development, which focuses on 

economic issues and trends.
The issue was devoted to 

telemedicine and telehealth 
and their potential as 
development tools and 
economic engines. Telemedicine 
uses telecommunication and 
information technologies to 
enhance health care.

Dr. Stachura, a faculty member 
since 1981, is the Georgia 
Research Alliance Eminent 
Scholar in Telemedicine. He has 
been director of the MCG center 
since 1997 and is a past section 
chief of endocrinology.

He is immediate past president 
of the Washington, D.C.-based 
Alliance for Public Technology 
and is a member of the advisory 
board for Health e-Station, 
LLC, an Atlanta-based walk-in 
center that offers after-hours and 
weekend telehealth treatment for 
minor medical conditions. He also 
serves on the editorial advisory 
board for the Southeast Telehealth 
Partners publication TeleTales and 
is a member of the editorial board 
for the Telemedicine Journal 
and e-Health.

Dr. Stachura is a member 
of the American Telemedicine 
Association, the American 
Association of Clinical 
Endocrinologists, the American 
Diabetes Association and the 
Association of Telemedicine 
Service Providers. He earned a 
medical degree from Harvard 
University and completed 
his residency and a National 
Institutes of Health fellowship 
in endocrinology at the State 
University of New York at Buffalo.

Sleep Disorders 
Center secures 
accreditation

The MCG Sleep Disorders 
Center has been fully accredited 
by the American Academy of 
Sleep Medicine. The center 
provides services for children and 
adults, including multidisciplinary 
medical evaluation, testing, 
treatment and follow-up care for 
more than 80 recognized sleep/
wake disorders.

“Accreditation by the AASM 
is the gold standard for sleep 
programs, and reflects quality 
and excellence in sleep-disorders 
medicine. This accreditation is 
recognized nationally by patients 
and physicians alike,” said Dr. 
Amy Blanchard, medical director 
of the MCG Sleep Disorders Center, 
the only CSRA sleep program to 
receive the accreditation.

At least 40 million Americans 
are affected each year by 

sleep disorders, which, if left 
undiagnosed and untreated, can 
cause more frequent illnesses, 
lost productivity, workplace 
mishaps and car accidents. Sleep 
disorders also can exacerbate 
certain types of heart disease, 
cancer, pulmonary disease, 
neurological disorders, as well 
as dementia, depression, stress 
management and weight control.

MCG bowler 
rolls 300

Greg White, an equipment 
repair specialist in the 
Department of Laboratory 
Equipment Services, bowled a 
perfect game Jan. 2 during league 
play at Brunswick National 
Lanes. The 300-point game, Mr. 
White’s first in over 25 years of 
bowling, has been sanctioned by 
the Augusta Bowling Association 
and the U.S. Bowling Congress.

Mr. White has been with MCG 
since 2000.

Take the Tobacco Survey – see page 5

Dr. Eroglu

Dr. Stachura

Mr. White
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Obituaries
The MCG community extends 

condolences to the family and 
friends of:

Larleta Marshel Bogard, 40, 
a certified nursing assistant at 
Georgia Correctional Healthcare/
Augusta State Medical Prison, who 
died Dec. 5. She began service at 
MCG in June 2005.

Rebie M. Randolph, 80, 
a retired administrative clerk in 
Continuing Education, who died 
Dec. 19. She served MCG from 
1969-89.

Camille Martin, 82, a retired 
medical technologist in Laboratory 
Medicine, who died Jan. 1. She was 
with MCG from 1963-73.

Troy D. Mobley, 86, a retired 
worker in Building Maintenance, 
who died Jan. 2. He served MCG 
from 1982-88.

Maurice W. Burton, 64, 
husband of Patricia Burton, a 
licensed practical nurse at Georgia 
Correctional HealthCare. Mr. Burton 
died Jan. 2.

Campus Beat

   Periodic reports of crime-related news on campus are posted in 

compliance with federal, state and local laws to maximize campus 

safety and awareness. To report crimes, suspicious activity, or 

information regarding reported incident(s), call the MCG Public 

Safety Department at ext. 1-2911 or #2911 from a cellular phone.

Entering an automobile
The left door window of a white Dodge Dakota pickup truck was 

broken on Dec. 25 between 5 p.m. and 10:09 p.m. while parked on the 
second level of Parking Deck 10 adjacent to the MCG Hospital. Items 
were taken from the vehicle.

On Jan. 9 between 10 a.m. and 7 p.m., a 1992 white Mercury Grand 
Marquis was taken from the first level of Harper Street Parking Deck 15 
adjacent to the Children’s Medical Center.

FACULTY
School of Allied 
   Health Sciences
 Stanley Paul

School of Dentistry
 Andrew Robert Kious

School of Medicine
 Preetha Ramalingam

School of Nursing  
 Pamela R. Cromer

STAFF
School of Dentistry
 Charlotte Ann Benge
 Allescia Wilson Dixon

School of Medicine
 Patricia Lynn Asmundson
 Matt Atkinson
 YingWei Chiang
 Christine Young Chong
 Hua Gao
 Diana Raisovna Gutsaeva
 Erin Noel Jones
 Aileen Lopez
 Sarah Harper Scott
 Angela Roberts Testino
 Mary F. Tipton

School of Nursing
 Sara Raye Haines
 Judith C. Murdoch

Child Care Resource &   
   Referral
 Jenna Juel Williams

Georgia Correctional 
   HealthCare
 Laura Dean Asip
 Carla Jerwanda Bennett
 Cynthia Ann Bennett
 Kristen Elizabeth Bowden
 April Loraine Bryant
 Wandle Keith Butler
 Deborah Lynn Derrick
 Teasha S. Fair
 Michael Paul Farr
 Jenni L. Gibson
 Patti Washington Harper
 Amanda Leann Home
 Jan Deal Keppler
 Marilyn Lightly
 Traci Hartsfield McIntyre
 Sonya Kaye Miley
 Sharon Diantha Miranda
 Annie Lee Mobley

 Latisha Yvette Moore
 Tanna Nicole Moore
 Donna Maria Rucker
 Jacqueline Alaine Simpson
 Glenda Ann Spence
 Emily Taylor
 Claudia Cato Weatherford
 Tonya Renee Wiley
 Yatasha Wiley
 Mammie Jenkins Woodbury

Georgia War Veterans    
   Nursing Home
 Rosa M. Callahan 
 Tamara LeKeisha Carter
 Norma Davis Fairley
 Tiffany Nicole Garcia
 Martrino Denise Godley
 Kenya Michelle Harris
 Tamara P. Hawkins
 Patricia A. Hogan
 Janesha M. Mason
 Tameka L. Merritt
 Jocelyn Jeanell Roberts
 A’Tonya Nadine Thomas

Greenblatt Library
 Amanda Leah Mirandy

Health Center 
   Credit Union
 Catisa Beckett Major
 Rhonda Jean Robertson
 Vanessa L. Washington
 Shirley Jean William
 Candice C. Zellars

Information Technology    
  Systems & Support
 Lawrence Christopher Kearney

MCG Cancer Center
 Aditya Mandawat
 Karen Phelps Way

Parking Administration
 Paulette Gavitt Hicks
 Melissa Sue Rosa

Printing & Copying    
  Services
 Delbert Keith Whitaker

Public Safety Administration
 Joseph Wayne Greene

Visual & Instructional  
  Design
 Diantha H. Tevis

Wellness Center
 Larry G. Garner

Welcome… 
to these new members of the MCG community  

Shredding 
demonstrations

A new shredding policy goes 
into effect Feb.1 to safeguard 
privacy on campus. To 
familiarize employees with the 
procedure, three demonstration 
sessions will be held Tuesday, 
Jan. 23.  Samples of collection 
containers will be available, 
and after a short presentation, 
questions will be answered. 
Times and locations are:

• 9 a.m. – Greenblatt Library,  
       room 108

• 11:30 a.m. – Interdisciplinary 
   Research Building, 
   room 1002
• 2 p.m. – Annex, room 1151

This is the first phase of the 
Identity Protection Initiative 
to address security concerns 
regarding documents and 
systems containing sensitive 
information. All items 
containing identifying numbers 
and information, such as 
driver’s license and credit card 
numbers, computer passwords, 
Social Security numbers, 
immigration information, 
account numbers and more, 
will be shredded. Centralized, 
locked containers for shredded 
materials will be placed in all 
main campus buildings.

New classes added at Wellness Center
The spring 2007 group exercise program at the Wellness Center has added three new classes to its 

drop-in schedule – TurboKick, Muscle Toning and Interval Training.
TurboKick combines shadow boxing, kickboxing, sports drills, yoga and simple dance moves in a 

workout that can be customized to one’s fitness level. Muscle Toning uses hand weights, physioballs, 
resistance bands and body weight to sculpt arms, legs and abdominal muscles in 30 minutes. Interval 
Training works the major muscle groups and raises the heart rate by alternating intervals of muscle 
toning and a cardio workout.

All group exercise classes are taught by experienced and certified instructors. Classes are free for 
students and Wellness Center members. Class passes (required) are available on a first-come, first-
served basis 30 minutes before each class. Non-members may participate with the purchase of an $8 
guest pass.

Spring 2007 Group Exercise Program
Free classes  (through April 27)

Monday  5 p.m. TurboKick

Monday  6 p.m. Cardio Crunch

Tuesday  5 p.m. Ultimate Abs

Tuesday  5:30 p.m. Muscle Toning

Tuesday  6:15 p.m. Studio Cycle

Tuesday  6:30 p.m. Ultra-Do-All

Second Wednesday

of the month  6:15 a.m. Studio Cycle

Wednesday  4:45 p.m. 30-Minute Muscle Toning

Wednesday  5:15 p.m. Step-It-Up!

Wednesday  6 p.m. TurboKick

Thursday  5 p.m. Interval Training

Thursday  6:15 p.m. Studio Cycle

Motor vehicle theft 
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No Interest ‘ti l l 2011
or Instant Cash Rebate!

YOUR CHOICE...

Queen Panel Bed with 
Checkerboard Inlay

$397
Sofa with Rich Wood Trim

$488

Table & 4 Durahide
Parsons Chairs

$435
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