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MCG Professor Dr. Ruth-Marie Fincher (center) was recently inducted to the 
University System Board of Regents Hall of Fame and congratulated by Regent 
Donald M. Leebem Jr. (left) and Chancellor Thomas C. Meredith. (Photo provided)

Dr. Fincher honored by Regents
Dr. Ruth-Marie Fincher, vice dean 

for academic affairs and professor in 
the Medical College of Georgia 
School of Medicine, is one of six 
people inducted into the University 
System of Georgia Board of Regents 
inaugural Hall of Fame.

The awards honor three University 
System faculty members and three 
alumni of the system's 34 
institutions for their contributions to 
public higher education in Georgia. 
Awards were given in the categories 
of research universities, four-year 
and regional universities, and two- 
year and state colleges.

Dr. Fincher received the faculty 
award for research universities Nov. 
19 at the Georgia Tech Conference 
Center in Atlanta. Dr. Harold Isaacs, 
professor of history at Georgia 
Southwestern State University, was 
honored in the four-year and 
regional universities category and Dr. 
Eugene Keferl, professor of biology 
at Coastal Georgia Community 
College, was awarded in the two- 
year and state colleges category. Hall 
of Fame alumni recipients are 
Michael Boggs of Waycross College,

Lee Burge of Georgia State University 
and James Yancey of Columbus State 
University.

"We have great faculty and great 
students who go on to be good 
citizens in Georgia communities and 
supporters of their alma maters," 
said University System Chancellor 
Thomas C. Meredith. "This new 
program is a way for the Board of 
Regents to express appreciation for 
the notable achievements of our 
faculty, students and graduates."

Dr. Fincher joined the MCG faculty 
in 1984. She has received MCG's 
Medical Educator of the Year Award 
for eight consecutive years; MCG's 
Outstanding Faculty Award; the 
Alpha Omega Alpha Association of 
American Medical Colleges 
Distinguished Teacher Award; the 
Daniel S. Tosteson Award for 
Leadership in Medical Education 
from Harvard Medical School and 
the Association of American Medical 
Colleges. She has served in 
leadership positions for national 
associations and organizations and 
has published extensively in medical 
education literature.

Local art on display at MCG Library
The Robert B. Greenblatt, M.D. 

Library at the Medical College of Georgia 
is featuring artwork by local artists 
Karen Perdue Davis and Women on 
Paper through Jan. 28.

Mrs. Davis' paintings are on the first 
floor by the Library Information Center 
desk and Women on Paper pieces are in 
the second floor sitting areas.

Mrs. Davis, a native Georgian, paints 
realistic art with a touch of 
impressionism in oils, pastels, acrylics, 
and color pencil. Her paintings include 
landscapes, portraits and architecture. 
She has studied under various Augusta 
artists including Ed Rice, Bea Kuhlke and Barbara Davison.

Women on Paper is a group of local women artists who celebrate the individual 
creative spirit and are encouraged by group support. Members include Karen Lind 
Banker, Christine Hield, Ingrid Hofer, Lauren Kerbelis, Lillie Morris, Nancy Schultz, 
Caroline Swanson and Frances Wells. The women work on paper with watercolor, 
gouache, pastel, collage and mixed media to paint people and places, gardens and 
interiors, landscapes, still life, light and shadow. Women on Paper's work weaves 
solitary studio works with paintings from group painting sessions. Each artist 
contributes her own unique way of looking at the world and the support of the 
group encourages this special voice.

The exhibition, sponsored by the MCG Arts Council, is free and open to the 
public during the library's business hours, Monday - Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 
midnight; Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sunday, 
noon to midnight. For more information, contact Lisa Westrick, special collections 
librarian, at lwestrick@mcg.edu.

New findings for children with sickle cell disease

Presidential 
grime-fighter

Pomsett Bridge (detail) by Karen Dam

by Toni Baker

The 10 percent of children with 
sickle cell disease who are at risk for 
a stroke need ongoing blood 
transfusions to reduce their risk, 
according to a study at 25 sites in 
North America.

The National Heart, Lung and 
Blood Institute of the National 
Institutes of Health, which funded 
the $11 million study headquartered 
at the Medical College of Georgia in 
Augusta, issued a clinical alert to 
coincide with the Dec. 5 
announcement of study findings at 
the American Society of Hematology

meeting in San Diego.
"Whatever process puts these 

children at risk is fairly durable," 
says Dr. Robert J. Adams, neurologist 
and stroke specialist at MCG and 
principal investigator on the 
Optimizing Primary Stroke 
Prevention in Children with Sickle 
Cell Anemia, or STOP II, study. "We 
believed that we had identified a 
group that might tolerate coming off 
transfusion but the results did not 
confirm this. We need more research 
to come up with a better way to limit 
the use of transfusion while still 
preventing strokes."

See STOP II page 6

Educational exchange

Stem cell safety

I \/ r% 
r» f*11n ¥ U^\i

Bits & Bytes * 2 

Crossword Buzzle • 10
Campus Beat   10

MCG Marketplace   11

Milestones * 11

Newsbriefs * 9

MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA. 1VIC.LSI\*M1_ VrVSl_l_C.VIC. \Jr \3E.\Jt\\

beeper
Division of External Affairs 
Medical College of Georgia 
Augusta, Georgia 30912

U.S. Postage
PAI D 

Permit No. 210
Augusta, GA 

Non-Profit Org.



MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA beeper THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2004

School of Nursing forms Faculty Practice Group
by Christine Hurley Deriso

The Medical College of Georgia 
School of Nursing has formed a 
practice group enabling faculty to 
supplement teaching and research

with clinical service.
The non-profit organization, 

recently approved by the University 
System of Georgia Board of Regents, 
allows School of Nursing faculty 
members to create academic nursing

For better rural health

Georgia Insurance Commissioner John Oxendine (right) held a Dec. 1 press conference at 
MCG to announce a 20-year, $126.5 million rural health initiative involving the four 
medical schools in Georgia and 36 rural presentation sites. The funds are proceeds of an 
agreement reached during merger negotiations between WellPoint Health Networks Inc. 
(owner of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Georgia) and Anthem, Inc. For more details about the 
merger, visit www.gainsurance.org. Dr. Max Stachura (from left), director of the MCG 
Center for Telehealth; Dr. David Hess, chair of the Department of Heumlogy; MCG President 
Daniel W. Rahn; MCG Health Inc. President and CEO Don Snell and Georgia Rep. Ben Harbin 
attended the conference. (Phil Jones photo)

centers delivering specialty care 
to the public or to seek 
employment with hospitals, 
clinics and other health-related 
facilities in addition to their 
MCG duties.

An example of an academic 
nursing center is the school's 
Underwood Project, providing 
community health nursing to 
residents of an Augusta public 
housing neighborhood. 
Examples of employment with Dr. Saundra Turner 
health care facilities include a 
certified nurse specialist 
delivering psychotherapy in a 
mental health agency one day a 
week.

The employers will pay the 
School of Nursing Faculty 
Practice Group, which can use 
the funds to implement strategic 
initiatives and supplement faculty 
salaries.

The arrangement is intended to 
provide a venue for nursing 
practice scholarship, maintain 
and update faculty members' 
clinical skills and enhance their 
effectiveness as teachers by 
having students by their sides as 
they practice, according to Dr. 
Saundra Turner, acting director of 
the Faculty Practice Group.

"The arrangement is a big plus

for our faculty and the clinical 
sites they work for," Dr. Turner 
said. "It will help address the 
nursing shortage and will ensure 
that the faculty stay current on 
their credentialing requirements. 
Faculty members also will be able 
to train students at their practice 
sites, so the experience should be 
very enriching educationally."

"The Faculty Practice Group is 
a major step forward for the 
School of Nursing," said Dr. Lucy 
Marion, dean of the school. "It's 
very rewarding to help create as 
stimulating and productive an 
environment as possible for our 
faculty and students."

The group will soon activate its 
board of directors and hire a 
practice manager.
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MCG Mission, 
Vision and Values

Mission
The mission of the Medical 

College of Georgia is to improve 
health and reduce the burden of 
illness in society by discovering, 
disseminating and applying 
knowledge of human health and 
disease.

Vision
The Medical College of Georgia 

will be one of the nation's premier 
health sciences universities.

Values
As a public institution 

dedicated to the discovery, 
dissemination and application of 
scientific knowledge, the Medical 
College of Georgia values 
leadership, social responsibility, 
compassion, diversity, 
professionalism and excellence.

Editor's note: Information 
Technology offers 
technology tips in this 
column. To submit 
questions or suggestions 
for topics, contact Becky 
Rogers, manager of 
customer service, 
Information Technology 
Support and Services, at 
ext. 1-3668.

DON'T MISS A BEEP
The deadline for the Jan. 6 issue 

is Dec. 29 at noon. Deadline for the 
Jan. 20 issue is Jan. 12 at noon.

EMPLOYEE ADDRESS 
CHANGES & CORRECTIONS

should be entered on a Personnel
Action Request Form

available online at
www. meg. ed u/hrf orms/pdf/pa r. pdf

Improving ways to store, 
print and send information

The file storage and print-spooling 
services available to faculty and staff 
through the MCG Division of 
Information Technology Support and 
Services are undergoing changes.

File servers that provided data storage 
and print-spooling for individual 
departments or groups of departments 
are being replaced by a cluster of servers 
which will host file and print services 
for all campus departments. The server 
cluster provides high availability and 
consistency for host services, so all MCG 
faculty and staff will receive the same 
predictable file storage and printing 
performance with minimal downtime.

In addition, some new file, print and 
messaging services are available.

  Remote access to your network 
drives is easy and secure with our 
NetStorage service. With a browser 
and an Internet connection, users 
can download and edit data stored 
on the network or upload new files.
  Local "My Documents" or other 

personal data folders can be 
synchronized with the server and 
even other PC's on campus or at 
home with the new iFolder service.
  Getting set up for printing 

doesn't require a call to the Help 
Desk anymore thanks to iPrint. Just 
find your printer either on a list or 
visual map and click on it to install 
everything you need to print in 
seconds.
  Group Wise Instant Messenger 

can eliminate hundreds of one-line 
e-mails for offices that like to stay 
in constant communication.

RETIREES
Contact the Human Resources 

benefits office at (706) 721-3770
for address changes and

corrections or to report changes
in Benefits status.

For more information on or help using the 
new file, print, and messaging services visit 
www.mcg.edu/itss/Help/FilePrint/.

MEM
The next Beeper issue
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Deck the halls with music
The MCG Arts Council invites all 

members of the MCG community to help 
sing in the holiday season during its Dec. 
14 edition of Performing Live: Noon Arts

Conference.
The hour of song begins at noon in the 

Large Auditorium and will include piano 
music by MCG President Daniel W. Rahn,

It's here! It's here! A new sound is coming to the Auditoria 
Center.

Thanks to the efforts and dedication of 
many members of the MCG family, the 
MCG Arts Council recently acquired a 5- 
foot, 10-inch Boston Steinway piano. The 
piano was purchased with generous 
donations from individuals, businesses, 
Turner Keyboards, students, retirees and 
proceeds from the Arts Council's Ebony 
and Ivory fundraiser.

MCG President Daniel W. Rahn and 
First Lady Lana Pahn are pictured with Dr. 
Kathleen McKie, chair of the Arts 
Council's Performing Arts Committee, on 
delivery day, Nov. 24. The new Steinway 
will be used during the council's holiday 
sing-along Dec. 14. (See story above.) A 
concert to break in the keys and to thank 
the many people who made the concept a 
reality is being planned for the new year. 
Stay tuned to the Beeper and Campus 
Announcements for details. (Phil Jones 
photo)

faculty members Stewart 
Shevitz and Donna Londino 
and students. The MCG 
Chorus will lead attendants in 
holiday carols. Dr. Mike 
Miller, vice president for 
enrollment and student 
services, will serve as emcee. 
Free Chick-Fil-A lunches will 
be available for the first 50 
students with MCG 
identification compliments of 
Dr. David Stern, dean of the 
School of Medicine. 
Additional lunches will be 
available for $3.

Any faculty, staff or student 
pianist interested in 
performing is welcome.

"Brush off the cobwebs and 
practice your holiday music to 
share with us," said Dr. 
Kathleen McKie, chair of the 
Arts Council's Performing Arts 
Committee. "You need not be 
conservatory-trained. This is 
designed to be a relaxing and 
fun hour to share the joy of 
the season."

Contact Dr. McKie at ext. 1- 
0175 or kmckie@mcg.edu as 
soon as possible to be 
included on the program.

Wanted:
Students, faculty for 
summer research fellowship

The School of Medicine is accepting applications for a summer 
program enabling medical students to design and participate in cutting- 
edge basic and/or clinical research.

Dr. David Stern, dean of the School of Medicine, provides funds for a
See SUMMER page 9

Attn: Elves and other 
holiday do-gooders

Is your department donating toys to the CMC or Toys for Tots? Are you 
and your classmates serving needy families a holiday meal?

The Beeper wants to know of your seasonal good deeds and events. 
Take a photo of you and your MCG colleagues in action this holiday 
season and share it with the MCG community in the new year. Submit 
JPEG photos (of at least 150 dpi resolution) and/or a short 
announcement of the holiday event (including names and job titles of 
people in the photograph) to Beeper Editor Ellen Gladden at 
egladden@mcg.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 27 for inclusion in the Jan. 
6 Beeper. Please keep submissions related to MCG, MCG Health, Inc. or 
PPG events - no photos of personal family gatherings will be accepted.

For more information, contact Ms. Gladden at ext. 1-4410.
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Augusta Preparatory 
Day School

A Tradition of 
Academic Excellence EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL

Augusta Preparatory Day School
Sunday, January 9th

2:00 p.m.
706-863-1906

www.augustaprep.org

Episcopal Day School
Thursday, January 13th

6:30 p.m.
706-733-1192

www.edsaugusta.com

Westminster Schools of Augusta
Thursday, January 6th

6:30 p.m. 
706-731-5260 
www.wsa.net
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on 15th Street across from the MCG Annex

724-3302

All you care to cat*
Salad 
Cavatini 
Breadsticks 
Piixa

DELICIOUS PRICE:

FAMILY PACK

for 2 people!

SPECIAL OFFER GOOD FOR A LIMITED TIME

Urge Pixza Any Way You Want It 
Large 1-Topping Pizza 
Side Order of Breadsticks 
ft 4-Liter

FOR ANY WAY YOU WANT IT, CHOOSE UP TO 3 TOPPINGS ANY LOVER'S 
LINE OR SUPREME, SUPER SUPREME $1 MORE. VALID ON PAN, THIN 'N 
CRISPY AND HAND-TOSSED STYLE PIZZA. ONE COUPON PER PARTY PER
VISIT, cranr vDissar NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON OR OFFER.

WE'RE OPEN 11-11 SEVEN DAYS

We Deliver!
Limited delivery area. $8 minimum order.

I lil 11 :«TI11   111 ! ¥II11 mH 1111 ITIl   BTIl  II11 iMTI IV

JANCHARD 
[ALHOUN

oi over 36 years, 
we've been helping 

folks at MCG."
Different homes. 

Same results since 1967. 
Call Stewart and Laura.

phin3324@bellsouth.net 
office: 706-863-8953 
home: 706-733-4138

ALHOUN
*~* RtulE**t Co.

Just say yes! Let our family help your family 71

checking

First Bank
Metro Augusta's Bank of Choice

MEDICAL CENTER OFFICE
1580 Walton Way   Augusta, Georgia

706-312-6500
Member
FDIC

CONVENIENT TO MCG

WVLDEN HILLS
APARTMENT HOMES

LUXURIOUS   TRANQUIL   CONVENIENT

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM HOMES
Gated Community   Loft Apartments 

Superior Amenities Package

1O35 ALEXANDER DRIVE

733-OO64
Washington Rd/Calhoun Exp.

Walton Way

www.UnitedResidentialProperties.com

Department Managers:
If your campus credit union relies on us for 

their staffing needs, shouldn't you?

HCCU recognizes the benefits of Staff 2000's 30-plus years
of medical and general staffing experience, and they
utilize our resources to maintain a knowledgeable,
dedicated workforce. We can do the same for you!

Call us and see why we are a proven solution 
to today's staffing needs: (706) 651-0636

ftnontia Services wmv.staff2k.net

Don't miss a beep! Visit www.mcg.edu/news/beeper
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Plays help reseach students sharpen ethics
by Ellen Gladden

It looked something like the first 
day of play practice at a community 
theater. The "cast members" headed 
to the front of the room, scripts in 
hand, to read their parts.

Playing the roles of Chen, the 
advanced graduate student, Cool, a 
second-year graduate student, and 
Dr. Chafee, director of the department's 
graduate studies, graduate students 
acted in five short plays during the 
Nov. 17 session of their Responsible 
Conduct of Research course.

"1 founded the course in 1989, 
because 1 felt it was necessary to 
educate all basic science Ph.D. 
candidates and postdoctoral fellows 
on research misconduct," said Dr. 
Lowell Greenbaum, the session's 
guest lecturer and MCG's Vice 
President for Research Emeritus. "It 
was shocking when I discovered that 
research misconduct was going on in 
our own institution. Several years 
after the course was instituted at 
MCG, the National Institutes of 
Health mandated that all research 
institutions training Ph.D. students, 
M.D./Ph.D. students and 
postdoctoral fellows have students 
take a course similar to this."

Dr. Greenbaum's original course 
included the scripts he wrote to 
foster discussion and illustrate

ethical dilemmas students could face 
in their future research careers. Each 
play is based on fact and illustrates a 
problem research assistants, students 
and faculty can relate to. A set of 
questions following each play guides 
discussion on the options available 
for responsible conduct.

"In the Chen play, Chen finds that 
another student, who had nothing to 
do with the project, received credit 
on his abstract by the head of the 
laboratory. The dilemma Chen faces 
is whether or not to tell a higher-up 
or keep quiet," said Dr. Greenbaum. 
"The students in the course wrestle 
with the case and whether this is 
research misconduct or not."

Dr. Greenbaum tells students in a 
foreword he wrote to accompany the 
scripts that there are no winners 
when research misconduct occurs - 
everyone, including the institution, 
loses.

Because of the growing diversity 
in the graduate student population, 
Dr. Greenbaum notes the play format 
is exceptionally beneficial in helping 
cross international cultural 
differences.

"These plays have found their way 
into many research institutions," he 
said. "While the plays are just a few 
pages each, they promote wide- 
ranging discussions educational to 
all participants. Education, after all,

Dr. Lowell Greenbaum (Phil Jones photo)
is the key to reducing research 
misconduct and promoting 
responsible conduct of research."

During his lecture, Dr. Greenbaum 
covered MCG's Rules and Procedures 
for Responding to Allegations of 
Research Misconduct. (See www.mcg. 
edu/Research/policy/rprarm.html.) 
The lecture marked Dr. Greenbaum's 
50th year of teaching. He received 
his doctorate in physiology from 
Tufts University and completed a 
fellowship at the Yale University 
Department of Biochemistry. Before 
joining the MCG faculty as chair of 
the Department of Pharmacology in 
1979, he served as a professor of 
pharmacology at Columbia 
University College of Physicians and

f/iey're 
desserts cleverly 

disguised as bread

HOLIDAY BREADS
for a sfiart (/me 0n/y

Warm up your holidays with any one of our distinctive 

freshly baked breads   choose from banana nut, pumpkin, 
cranberry-orange, vanilla/chocolate swirl pound cake. 

Boston pound cake and lower-carb chocolate cake. 
Or just relax with a glass of our holiday spiced tea.

AUGUSTA
Robert Daniel Pkwy. 
(Target Shopping Center) 
706-736-1551 
Mon-Thurs 7am-9pm 
Fri-Sat 7am-10pm 
Sun 8am-9pm

FREE
WITH THE PURCHASE OF A SLICE OF 
PUMPKIN PRALINE CHEESECAKE

TALL 
HOLIDAY 
SPICED TEA

] Coupon expires 12/26/04. Offer valid only at participating Atlanta Bread Company 
. locations and is based on availability of product Not valid with any other offer. 

One coupon per person per visit Cash value l/100tti of 1 cent

What is research misconduct?
Fabrication, falsification, plagiarism 

or other practices used when 
proposing, conducting or reporting 
research. It does not include honest 
error or honest differences in 
interpretations or judgments of data. 
Condoning research fraud or 
misconduct or failure to report such 
activities to university authorities is a 
violation of MCG research policy.

What safeguards has MCC installed?
University committees have been

Surgeons. He was appointed MCG 
vice president for research in 1985 
and retired in 1995.

Dr. Greenbaum's course has been 
expanded to two courses offered 
during the first year of graduate 
education and is directed by Dr. 
Matthew Kluger, vice president for 
research and dean of the School of 
Graduate Studies. Dr. Kluger 
lectures on mentoring and

established to provide guidelines and 
review research involving human 
subjects (Human Assurance i: 
Committee), animal subjects : 
(Committee on Animal Use in Research 
and Education), radioactive materials 
(Radiation Safety Committee), 
chemical hazards (Institutional 
Chemical Committee) and biohazards 
(i.e., Institutional Biosafety 
Committee). In the event of alleged 
misconduct, the Faculty Research 
Ethics Committee will conduct a full 
and confidential inquiry

collaborative science. Other guest 
lecturers include Andrew Newton, 
interim vice president for legal 
affairs; Dr. William Dynan, GRA 
Eminent Scholar and professor of 
medicine; Dr. Sally Atherton, chair 
of the Department of Cell Biology 
and Anatomy, and Betty Aldridge, 
associate vice president for 
research and director of grants and 
contracts.

Christmas 2004V_ylH 1C» Hilda J^^J\J~I ^g

Diamond
Sales Event!

Diamond solitaires
from $199 to $450,000

We have over
l_^.-v 15,000 diamonds 

^ in stock!

With four in-house GIA 
graduate gemologists

Buy with
Confidence.

12 Months
Same As Cash

Limited time with 
approved credit.

WINDSOR
JEWELERS

2635 Washington Road   Augusta, Georgia 30904 
706.738.7777. Monday-Saturdny 9,im-9pm   Sunday I0-6pm
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STOP II ... from page 1

"This important study shows the 
value of continuing periodic blood 
transfusions in preventing the serious 
and debilitating consequences of 
stroke," says NHLBI Acting Director 
Barbara Alving. "At the same time, 
there are risks of chronic transfusions 
and the decision to continue with 
this treatment must be made on a 
case-by-case basis."

The STOP II study tested whether 
regular transfusions could be safely 
stopped after at least 30 months in a 
group of children who reverted to 
low stroke risk based on normal 
transcranial Doppler and magnetic 
resonance angiography after 
treatment.

The study was to have enrolled 100 
children. However, the NHLBI- 
appointed Data and Safety 
Monitoring Board recommended 
early closure of the study after 79 
children were enrolled and 
randomized - half continued 
transfusion, half did not -because 
too many of the children who did not 
receive transfusions were reverting to 
high-risk status.

Of the 41 children who came off 
transfusions, 14 reverted to high-risk 
status within 10 months and two 
others had strokes shortly after their 
first abnormal study but before a 
confirmatory test could be 
performed and transfusions 
resumed. No reversions or strokes 
were seen in children who continued 
to receive transfusions. Thirteen of 
the 14 children who reverted to high- 
risk status resumed transfusions; 
one patient opted against 
resumption.

Dr. Adams and Dr. Virgil C. McKie, 
the now-retired chief of pediatric 
hematology/oncology at MCG, 
published a paper in the New 
England Journal of Medicine in 1992 
identifying the painless transcranial 
Doppler as the first non-invasive 
method for identifying these children 
before their first stroke.

The finding led to the original 
STOP study, which found that 
monthly blood transfusions that raise 
the amount of healthy, oxygen- 
carrying red blood cells in these at- 
risk children reduced stroke risk by 
90 percent. That study, which began 
in early 1995 and followed 130 at-risk 
children with sickle cell disease age 
2-16 at 14 sites in the United States 
and Canada, also was halted early in 
September 1997 by the NHLBI 
because of the obvious transfusion 
benefit. The institute issued a 
physician advisory recommending 
regular transcranial Doppler studies 
in children age 2-16 with sickle cell 
disease and consideration of

transfusions in children at risk.
STOP II sought to determine 

whether the normalizing benefits of 
30-plus months of transfusions 
would hold up if therapy stopped.

"While some children seemed to 
tolerate coming off transfusion, in 
most others, the need for ongoing 
treatment was clear within a few 
months. Some of those who halted 
transfusions restarted for other 
reasons such as pain," Dr. Adams 
says of the still poorly understood 
events that lead to narrowed arteries 
and stroke risk in these children. The 
idea of regularly transfusing children 
has understandably met with some 
resistance from clinicians and 
parents because of concerns such as 
iron buildup and blood-borne 
infections, Dr. Adams says. "Now, we 
need to work on other ways to 
provide some kind of maintenance 
therapy that is safer long term and 
that holds onto the large gains in 
stroke prevention we have made. We 
know that for the stroke-prevention 
strategy based on STOP to be fully 
accepted, we have to find a stopping 
point for transfusions."

Dr. McKie, Professor Emeritus of 
Pediatrics and STOP II co- 
investigator, concurs that STOP 2 is 
not the end of the story. "Now it's 
time to step back and see if we can 
figure out what it is about the 10 
percent that makes them at risk," he 
says. "The other issue is how 
transfusions work to prevent 
strokes."

They are joining forces with Dr. 
Jin-Xiong She, director of the MCG 
Center for Biotechnology and 
Genomic Medicine, to look for clues 
about how the stroke risk happens 
and possibly for better ways to avoid 
stroke.

"Although we have a very effective 
primary prevention strategy, we have 
not made substantial progress in 
understanding what is driving the 
process," so Dr. Adams also wants to 
study why blood vessel walls thicken 
and passageways narrow.

The mounting evidence makes 
him certain that all children with 
sickle cell disease should get 
transcranial Doppler screening at age 
2 with a follow-up within a year. If 
the studies are normal, parents and 
physicians should work out 
individualized follow-up, with the 
general guideline that those who 
need closest follow-up are the 
youngest children whose studies are 
closest to abnormal.

In the meantime, Dr. McKie is glad 
to have better information he can 
present to parents to help them make 
better choices for their children.

Dr. Clean 
reporting 
for duty
MCG President Daniel W. Rahn got down and dirty with 
the employees of Environmental Services Thursday, 
Dec. l.As part of his new initiative to lend a hand and 
learn more about the operations of campus service 
units, Dr. Rahn mopped, cleaned and helped set up 
tables in the meeting rooms of the Alumni Center. In 
October, he visited the mailroom and delivered mail in 
the Sanders Research and Education Building. At the 
end of his shift, the president said he was grateful for 
the hard work of MCG housekeepers, who maintain 
some 1.9 million square feet of off ices, labs and 
classrooms. Dr. Rahn is scheduled to work with Lab 
Animal Services staff in January. Fora schedule of 
Afternoons with Dr. Rahn, visit 
www.mcg.edu/admin/afternoons.asp. 
(Phil Jones photo)

A canvas of gratitude
by Ellen Gladden

Through the hobby he's cultivated 
in the last year of his "semi- 
retirement," Dr. Thomas Yeh is 
leaving a mark on the Medical 
College of Georgia.

The former MCG resident and 
faculty member recently presented a 
painting of the Old Medical College 
Building to his mentors and friends, 
Dr. Robert Ellison, Charbonnier 
Professor Emeritus in the 
Department of Surgery, and Dr. Lois 
Ellison, Provost Emeritus and 
medical historian in residence.

"Both were excellent mentors," 
said Dr. Yeh, who was a thoracic 
surgery resident and research fellow 
under Dr. Robert Ellison and an 
MCG faculty member from 1957-67. 
"Dr. Robert spent more time with me 
than any other teacher. He taught 
me everything I know about heart 
surgery. I worked a lot with Dr. Lois 
on research. Half of my papers were 
published with both the Ellisons."

The couple graciously accepted 
the beautiful rendering of MCG's 
original home and asked the painter 
for permission to give it to the 
school, where it could be enjoyed for 
years to come. The painting now 
hangs in the lobby of the MCG 
Alumni Center.

"It's just too beautiful to hang

Dr. Robert Ellison accepts a painting of the Old Medical College Building from the artist, 
former student and friend, Dr. Thomas Yeh. The painting is displayed in the MCG Alumni Center 
lobby. (Photo provided)

here at our home where we are the 
only ones to enjoy it," said Dr. Lois 
Ellison. "We are so glad that it has 
found a home in the Alumni Center 
where there are so many events and 
visitors."

The gift, says Dr. Yeh, is a token of 
their friendship and ongoing 
professional partnership. "After I left 
Augusta, I came to Savannah and Dr. 
[Robert] Ellison sent 12 of his 
residents to me to do six months of 
their training," said Dr. Yeh, who 
served as director of the 
cardiothoracic surgery residency 
program at Memorial Medical Center 
from 1972-78. "We established a

surgery residency program here in 
Savannah with affiliation from MCG 
in 1967."

The father of three physicians, 
two of whom are MCG alumnae 
(Drs. Karen Galloway Yeh and 
Jennifer Yeh), Dr. Yeh says pictures 
his children had of the Old MCG 
Building provided the impetus for 
the painting. (His son, Dr. Thomas 
Yeh Jr., went to Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine.)

"I've just been painting a year," he 
said. "I'm three-fourths retired, and 
found a little time on my hands, so 
took a painting class. I hope people 
enjoy it."
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Drs. Erhard Bieberich (left) and Brian G. Condie have identified a method to improve the safety 
and efficacy of stem cell transplants. (Phil Jones photo) On page one: Cells in culture with 
neurons stained green, supporting glial cells stained red and cell nuclei stained blue.

Improving safety of stem cell transplants
by Toni Baker

A lipid that helps destroy potentially harmful cells during brain development 
shows promise for improving the safety and efficacy of stem cell transplants, say 
researchers at the Medical College of Georgia and University of Georgia.

When embryonic stem cells are being coaxed toward becoming brain cells that 
could be transplanted, that lipid, ceramide, helps eliminate cells that could later 
form tumors called teratomas, researchers say in the Nov. 22 issue of The Journal 
of Cell Biology.

"The body has amazing mechanisms to eliminate cells that are no longer 
wanted and that if they remain will harm the body by developing into tissues 
that are not meant to be," says Dr. 
Erhard Bieberich, MCG biochemist 
and the study's lead author. "Our 
studies show this particular 
mechanism can help stem cells 
safely become the cells we want 
them to be."

"This is another approach to 
controlling differentiation and getting 
the cell types that you want," says Dr. 
Brian G. Condie, developmental 
neurobiologist at UGA and MCG and 
senior author on the paper.

While it's the ability of embryonic 
stem cells to make all types of tissue - 
from brain cells to heart cells - that 
has scientists worldwide exploring 
their potential to treat devastating 
diseases, their pluripotency can also 
be harmful if uncontrolled, says Dr. 
Bieberich.

Drs. Bieberich and Condie 
demonstrated in the Aug. 4,2003 
issue of The Journal of Cell Biology 
that a natural process occurs during 
development to eliminate excessive 
and potentially harmful cells. Just 
before neurons begin forming, there 
is a massive production of proteins 
and up-regulation of lipids. At that 
point, about half the cells have high 
levels of the protein PAR-4, half have 
high levels of the protein, nestin, and 
all have high levels of ceramide.

The researchers found cells that 
inherited PAR-4 died when partnered 
with ceramide. Fortunately, the 
nestin-bearing cells are most likely to

See STEM CELL page 12

Education
without
Borders
The Medical College of Georgia hosted 
representatives of China's Wuhan 
University Nov. 19-20 and signed an 
agreement establishing an international 
graduate student exchange program 
between the two universities. Currently, 
10 Wuhan graduate students are 
training with MCG mentors. After three 
years in America, participants return to 
China and receive a doctorate from 
Wuhan University. The students and the 
Wuhan representatives - Dr. Mingwen 
Fan, dean of the Wuhan University 
School of Medicine, and Diana LiuPing, 
vice director of international affairs at 
the Wuhan University School of Medicine 
- were treated to an American 
Thanksgiving feast at the home of Drs. 
William Dynan andRhea-Beth 
Markowitz, who oversee the exchange 
program. On page one, MCG Provost 
Barry Goldstein signs the agreement 
with Dean Fan. (Photos provided)

AUGUSTA TO ATLANTA AIRPORT

Vi«t us online at:
www • •• - -''Com
for current rates & schedule.

"Let Us, Get You...
Connected/"

Elite Shuttle Services, LLC.
Shuttle Services LLC m ̂  »° «> *< Rd

407 Wheeler Executive Center 
Augusta GA. 30909 

(JuKOWt tie YMCA Actow (rare Mom» Trawl)

VKA
7O6-737-O665 or

Toll Free 877-737-0665

'A New Concept in EAST Car Washing'
2841 Washington Road (next to Red Lobster) 

HOURS: Mon-Sat, 8-8; Sun, 11-6
It's Fast, Simple, and Economical

1 . Choose your wash and pay at our automated kiosk
2. Drive to the tunnel, and we'll guide you onto the tracks
3. Enjoy the ride
4. Exit with your car TOP NOTCH clean

5. Don't forget the 
FREE vacuums!

Across from Evans Cinemas 
868-1450

CAR WASHES AMD DETAIL SHOPS

Oil change and lube
featuring quality 

Valvoline® products.
(at Evans & Express locations only.)

Across from West Towne 
868-1550

DOWNTOWN )
Next to Johnson Motor Co. 
722-4109 (Closed Sun)

( AUGUSTA MALL )
Across from the mall 

738-1300
Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30-5:30 
Sun: Noon-5:00

I Voted "BEST BARBER SHOP" by the readers of Augusta Magazine }

Daniel Village Barber Shop
2522 Wrightsboro Road fj. 736-7230

and thanks for a great year!
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Our Permanent Location
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Daniel Village

Shopping

Center

Mon - Fri: 9:00 - 6:00; Saturday: 9:00 - 3:00 
C BEST OF AUGUSTA 2004/2005: "BEST BARBER SHOP"
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Wood Swings • Arbors • Chairs
Picnic Tables • Potting Benches

ALL HAND-MADE ON SITE
• Country Antiques •

FROG HOLLOW 
GENERAL STORE

PORCH < GARDEN FURMTTURE
CDUNTEI COLLECTIBLES & MEMORABILIA
1474 BROAD ST 724-4259

Even Santa 
needs help 
this year!

If you do, too, 
come see us!

LONG-TERM SIGNATURE IGANS

NO-HASSIE IOANS on year dear cartitie

FAST CASH!!!
BRING A FRIEND WHEN YOU OPEN YOUR NEW ACCOUNT TO APPLY FOR A LOAN. IF WE

I * MAKE THEM A NEW LOAN WE'LL PAY YOU $50 AS A THANK YOU FOR YOUR REFERRAL MAY
NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT OH OFFER FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

> Serving the CSRA for 30 years! • State of GA Licensed and Regulated •
STATE OF GA LICENSED AND REGULATED ALL LOANS SUBJECT TO OUR LIBERAL CREDIT POLICY AND LIMITATIONS

Mr. Dryclean
Cleaners who care

$150
Drycleaning just M mm

•UU Lab Coats 
Expert alterations: $8.50

Reliable Professional Services
* Most items, except long dresses and heavy coats and jackets.

855-1134   594 Bobby Jones Exp 
bv WalMart and Bi-Lo

ENTERPRISE MILL
LOFT APARTMENTS

Walking distance to MCG
Loft and studio apartments with original 

maple floors, window blinds & ceiling fans,
cable connections, large double- 

insulated windows, fitness center, and more.

Listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places

caii 262-4001
or visit 

enterprisemill.com

Artwork used with permission of CMC Development Office and artist Donna Whaley.

Supplement your income while helping others.
SPERM Donors Needed

Xytex Corporation is seeking sperm donors meeting these requirements:
age 18-38 • healthy • educated • attractive • Augusta-area resident for at least the coming year

Contact us today for more information about how you can earn up to

$120O a month
7O6.733.O13OXytex

«P CORPORATION

Do you IIM who this is?
It's our Hidden Name winner for this issue. 
(Don't let the garb fool you; the winner may be man 
or woman.) This mystery-person will win $50 — just 
by finding his or her name! Consult page 11 for prize- 
claiming instructions.
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Beeper deadline
The deadline for the Jan. 6 issue is 

Dec. 29 at noon. Send story ideas or 
announcements to Beeper Editor 
Ellen Gladden, FI-1042 (campus 
mail), ext. 1-4410 (phone), or 
egladden@mcg.edu, (e-mail). For 
more information about advertising, 
visit www.graphic365.com or call 
706-860-5455.

MCC on the road
Members of the Medical College of 

Georgia community who are Georgia 
residents are invited to apply for a 
Georgia license plate 
commemorating the university. 
The application (form MV-9C) is 
available on the Department of 
Motor Vehicle Safety's Web site. The 
tags are $25 in addition to regular 
taxes and fees. Two-digit tag 
numbers are available by contacting 
Diana Morris in the Department of 
External Affairs at ext. 1-4413.

Close 2004 with a gift for others
The State Charitable 

Contributions Campaign is a 
wonderful way to give, share and 
make a difference to our 
community and state. It is not too 
late to make a contribution to this 
annual program that raises money 
for over 1,000 local state and 
national charities. Thank you to all

who have contributed. 
Thank you to all others for 

your consideration of this good 
will program. For more 

information, contact Director of 
Libraries Tamera Lee, chair of this 
year's campaign, at ext. 1-2856.

Hispanic clinic seeks staff
Physicians, nurse practitioners, 

physician assistants, social workers, 
residents and medical students are 
needed to assist at the St. Vincent 
de Paul Clinic at the Salvation Army 
on Greene Street on the third 
Wednesday of each month. Health 
care workers fluent in Spanish are 
especially valuable for this clinic 
designed for the Hispanic 
community. The next La Clinica 
Latina begins at 6 p.m. on Dec. 15. 
For more information or to 
volunteer, contact Nancy Kappus 
Schear at 706-860-1066 or 706-832- 
0173.

CMC patients need you
The MCG Children's Medical 

Center is accepting new, 
unwrapped toys for children of all 
ages that will be distributed to 
patients on Christmas Day. CMC 
patients are registered Target, Wal- 
Mart and Babies-R-Us. Toys will be 
collected Dec. 13-17 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. in the Department of 
Family Services, room 1964 on the 
first floor of the CMC. For more 
information, call ext. 1-4392 or e- 
mail klawhead@mail.mcg.edu.

Stress reduction
Dr. Michele Manting-Brewer,

HCCU
Jfour Health & Credit Union

Serving the Medical and Education Community since 1976

Mortgage loans
GREAT RATES!

  Checking Savings
  Certificate Accounts 1! Auto Loans
  Home Equity Lines of Credit
  VISA Credit & Check Cards
H Discount tickets to Regal and Evans 12 Cinemas,
Six Flags, Riverbanks Zoo, and Whitewater tickets

Main Office • MCG • HB 1010 • 721-2605
MCG Annex II • 721-1203

Columbia Co.-8SS-3449 • S. Augusta-771-7964 
St. Joseph Hospital-481-7000 • ASU-737-1762

www. hccu .coop

assistant professor in the 
Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, will offer a stress 
reduction class on Fridays from 3- 
5 p.m., from Jan. 14 through 
March 4. There will be no charge 
unless a session is missed. After 
enrollment, the fee is $25 for each 
missed session. A pre-registration 
interview is required. For more 
information, contact Dr. Manting- 
Brewer at ext. 1-2542 or 
mmantingbrewer @ meg. edu.

Toys for Tots
The SGA Community Service 

Committee will participate in the 
Marine Corps Toys for Tots Drive 
this holiday season. Donation bins 
for new toys for needy local 
children of all ages are in the 
Student Center and the Greenblatt 
Library.

The Occupational Therapy class 
of 2006 invites the MCG 
community to support the Augusta 
Youth Center, Inc.'s holiday potluck 
and gift-wrapping party in Olde 
Town, Saturday, Dec. 11, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. To participate, 
contact Vanessa Gabrielle at 
vgabrieleah® students.mcg.edu.

Parent's Night Oat 
Friday nights
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

-f-

A ministry of Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church of North Augusta

1002 Carolina Avenue

New Year's Eve 
Special/.'/

Friday, Dec. 31

Jffl^Sr All night sleep-over
available! Call for more info!

What is Parent's Night Out?
It's a time for children to come 
together in a safe, loving atmos 
phere to enjoy music, games and 
crafts in a Christian environment. It 
also allows parents time to have a 
date night or get errands done with 
out childcare worries.

1 with this ad • call for details
L____________J

Call 803-279-0765 for information

2004 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
In addition to Friday nights, PNO will be 
open on Sat. mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.on Dec. 11 and 18 only. Bring a 
lunch for your child and go shop!

PNO will be closed on Friday, Dec. 24,

Study break! >
The Student Government 

Association will provide a much- 
needed respite from the winter 
exam cram Dec. 13 -16. Each 
evening, from 8-9 p.m. in the 
Greenblatt Library, SGA will 
provide sweets and coffee for the 
first 50 students. Monday and 
Tuesday goodies will be provided 
by French Market Grille and 
Abbi's Coffee Mill. Wednesday 
and Thursday treats will be from
the Atlanta Bread Company. Stay tuned to Group Wise e-mail and the Beeper 
for more student activities in the new year.

SUMMER
limited number of Dean's Student Summer Research Fellowships. Awardees 
will receive a $300 weekly stipend, plus $500 for supplies while spending 
eight to 12 weeks conducting research under faculty supervision.

Faculty interested in serving as an advisor to a first-year medical student 
should send a brief summary of research interests to Dr. Ayaz Chaudhary at 
achaudha@mcg.edu, or Dr. Sylvia Smith at sbsmith@mcg.edu. A list of 
projects/faculty advisors will be made available to the students, who will 
then contact faculty to discuss preparing a formal application. Faculty 
advisors and students should submit applications by Jan. 14.

Application guidelines and forms for students are available at 
www.mcg.edu/SOM/StudentResearch/ or in Dr. Stern's office, room 152 of 
the Kelly Administration Building. For more information, contact Dr. 
Chaudhary at ext. 1-2238 or Dr. Smith at ext. 1-5115.

MCG Discount
program with

Bobby Jones Ford
http://www.mcg.edu/hr/training/EmpDiscount.htm

LET'S WARM UP 
TO EACH OTHER!

Marks Church Stevens Creek 
Commons Commons
868-08891868-5020

APARTMENTS
www.corcoranapts.com • www.rent.net

GREAT ROOMMATE FLOORPLANS • SPACIOUS 1 & 2 
BEDROOM SUITES • SHORT-TERM FURNISHED APIS 
• SPECIALS FOR MCG STAFF AND STUDENTS •

^ Corcoran Management Company
~ No pets please • Equal Housing Opportunity

COME BY FOR A TOUR TODAY!
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HAVE m m THE MM!

HEWLETT 
PACKARD

Authorized Reseller 

Authorized Service Provider

Of course you have. Mr. Id is the guy who hand delivers
toner to your door. Ms right free pkh-up and delivery

with a smile! When you need toner, coll us.
 

: TonerCharge

Call 278-1066

  Additional 5% discount for MCG users!
  Printer, copier, and FAX toner (newBrecycled)
• HP Authorized Service Provider
  Free Pick-up and delivery (witha smile!) www.tnnerchargE.CDm

ACROSS

1 The real Lizzie McGuire 
5 Marrow location 
9 Higher
14 6th Jewish month
15 Test
16 Nigerian money
17 Wind direction indicator
18 Rose fruit
19 Approve
20 Sunny day visor
22 Fireside
23 Possess
24 Fermented honey beverage
25 Inhabitant of Aden
28 Having the faculty of perception
32 River in central England
33 Was indebted to
35 Come after
36 Letters after the names of 

old soldiers?
37 Pertaining to the 7th planet
39 Offering from Victoria
40 Die underwater
42 Rime
43 Bulk
44 Agent causing anxiety 
46 Small beard
48 Greek "air" prefix
49 Knitting stitch
50 Southern California baseballers 
53 Small can for storing tea
57 Assert as fact
58 Inhabitant of Croatia or Bosnia
59 "The very__!"
60 Narcotic Asian nut
61 Bucket
62 Descended
63 Shabby
64 Lotion ingredient 
65"__ Wide Shut"

1

14

17

20

2 3 4

15

18

25

32

36

40

44

26

133

148

50

57

60

63

51 52

45

153

DOWN

1 Jay's top competitor?
2 Son of Saddam
3 Church (poetic)
4 Invigorate
5 Actions
6 Rust
7 Neck back
8 Disaster agency letters
9 Like Auburn and USC
10 "Have Gun Will Travel" 

TV character
11 Land-to-sea platform
12 Formerly (formerly)
13 Skin eruption
21 Mr. Solo
22 Female fowl
24 Word following "Otitis"
25 Sanford Stadium measuring units
26 Chris of Wimbledon
27 Skills type
28 Spanish mister

10 12 13

30 31

9

2

5

54 55 56

e 2004 Daniel R. Pearson. All rights reserved.

29 Full moon celebration
30 Suckle
31 Tantalize
34 Warm-water mackerel
37 Improper
38 Open to debate
41 Tired
43 Vague feeling of fatigue

or illness
45 Bomb plant letters 
47 Mythical sea monster
49 Common dental prefix
50 Banned chemicals
51 Toward the lee
52 See regularly
53 Blue-green duck
54 June 6,1944
55 Seaside dune
56 Chatters
58 Mineral spring

Solution on page 11

Campus beat
The following incidents were recorded by the MCG Public 
Safety Department Periodic reports of crime-related 
news on campus are posted in conjunction with federal, state and local laws and are 
intended to maximize campus safety and awareness. To report crimes or suspicious activ 
ity, call MCG Public Safety at 1-2911 or #2911 from a cellular phone.

Burglary
A burglary was reported to the 

Richmond County Sheriff's 
Department at the residence at 932 
Moore Ave., adjacent to the MCG 
parking lot on the corner of Chafee 
Avenue and Parnell Street. On Nov. 
17 around 5:30 p.m., an unknown 
person was observed inside the 
vacant residence. The residence 

was entered by forcing open the rear 
door. Nothing was reported missing. 
Anyone with information concerning 
this incident should contact the 
Richmond County Sheriff's 
Department at 706-821-1080.

Protect yourself and your property!
  Keep your vehicle locked.
  Do not leave property - especially 

face plates or after-market stereo 
equipment - in your vehicle visible 
to passers-by.

  Never leave your keys in a parked 
vehicle, even if you think they are 
hidden.
  Carry your vehicle keys in your 

hand and be ready to unlock the 
door as soon as you get to the 
vehicle.
  Use the campus escort service, 

available 24 hours a day.
  Wear your MCG or MCG Health, 

Inc. photo identification on 
campus.
  If you see anyone who looks 
suspicious, lost, confused or out of 
place, call MCG Police immediately.
  Lock the door when leaving an 

unattended office.
  Write down the name, model 

numbers and serial numbers of 
computer components and other 
equipment. Have this information 
available when reporting stolen 
equipment.

Cardiovascular-renal 
scientist to visit Dec. 13

Dr. John E. Hall, cardiovascular- 
renal scientist and co-author of 
Guyton and Hall's Textbook of 
Medical Physiology, will discuss 
"Pathophysiology of Hypertension 
and Renal Disease in Metabolic/ 
Obesity Syndrome" at a special 
physiology seminar Monday, Dec. 13 
at the Medical College of Georgia.

The lecture begins at 4 p.m. in the 
second-floor conference room of 
MCG's Interdisciplinary Research 
Building, room 2109.

Dr. Hall is editor-in-chief of the 
journal Hypertension, former 
president of the American 
Physiological Society and former 
chair of the American Heart 
Association's Council for High Blood 
Pressure Research.

His textbook, now in the 10th

edition, is the world's best selling 
medical physiology textbook. Dr. 
Hall's research focuses on renal 
mechanisms for chronic 
hypertension, the renin-angiotensin 
system and obesity hypertension.

Dr. Hall, Arthur C. Guyton 
Professor and chair of the 
Department of Physiology and 
Biophysics at the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center, is the 
guest of the MCG Department of 
Physiology Dec. 13-14. While at 
MCG, he will meet with 
researchers campuswide, 
including those in the Vascular 
Biology Center, the Department of 
Pharmacology and Toxicology, the 
Section of Cardiovascular 
Medicine and the Department of 
Physiology.

The "QB" is on vacation until our next issue. See you next year!
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MCG Marketplace
MISCELLANEOUS.

PERSIAN RUGS Authentic Persian designs. 
Machine-made area rugs, affordable prices: 
$15 to $749. Easily maintained sythetic mtls, 
sizes from 3x5 to 10x14. AMIR GALLERY, 
Augusta Mall, upper level near JC Penney

BREAST PUMP Medulla Dual Electric Breast 
Pump $175.00 Call 854-8941 or 564-8944

LOOM Floor four-harness oak loom. Weave 
rugs, blankets, shawls. Like new. Large amount 
of free yarn incl with purchase. $5000 new, 
will sell for $2800 firm. 738-3099

VACATION RENTALS __________

FRIPP ISLAND Classic low country cottage 
with lovely marsh view. 3 bdrm, I 1/? bath, 
sleeps 5. Short walk to beach, marina, golf 
course. Please view online at www.VRBO.com, 
listing #28888 or call 627-3058 for more 
details. Thanks!

HILTON HEAD FIDDLER'S COVE Condo near 
beach, 5 min. walk. 2 bdrm, 2bath, poolside. 
Sleeps 6. $100 nightly. (803) 279-6152

VEHICLES.

1998 PONTIAC BONNEVILLE for sale, in 
good condition. Green color with tan interior, 
has AC, power steering, power locks, AM/FM 
radio w/cassette. $42000.6.0. Call Mike for 
info at (401) 345-1018.

HOMES, APARTMENTS,
ROOMMATES, ETC.___________

LEASE/APPLING AREA Total Privacy, 4000 
soft 4 bedrooms -4 bath, Country Estate- 
$2200/mo. 706/541-9485

HILL AREA Adorable 3BR/2BA,LR,OR. W/D 
conn.HDWD floors, tiled baths and laundry. 
Updated baths.kitchen. Fresh paint inside and 
out. Spotless. Screened porch, deck, carport, 
white picket fence. No smoking, pets negotiable. 
Avail 2/05. $950/mo+dep. 706-364-2616

CONVENIENT TO MCG 2BR/2BA, LR, OR, 
Central AC/H, Ceiling fans, Hardwood floors, 
Washer/Dryer. $595/mo and $500 deposit. 
1740 Verdery St. 231-1948

NEAR MCG Brick bungalow, 2Bd/lBa,LR,DR 
Central AC/H, Ceiling fans, Fenced yard, 
Washer/Dryer.$580/mo and $500 deposit. 
1311 Holden St. 231-1948

FSBO Charming older home North Augusta 2 
bdrm, 1 bath, Ig 4-room basement detached 
garage w/upstairs apt (helps reduce payments) 
Minutes from MCG near NA Post Office: 110 
Briggs Ave. $82,500 (803) 278-4878

SUMMERVILLE 3BR, 2 1/2 BA, Central H/A, 
W/D Hookups, Hardwood Firs throughout, 
recently remodeled. Located in the heart of 
Summerville on Central Ave. $ 850mo 
$500dep. Call Steve: 833-8685 or 733-7647

COTTAGE FOR RENT Summerville Area. 
1BR, 1BA, eat-in kitchen, walk-in closet. Pets 
allowed. Small private yard. $335/mth. $335 
/dep. call Steve at 833-8685 or 733-7647

FOR RENT -1300 sqft cottage, 2 bdrm, 1 
bath, steam room! Goldfish pond. Heart of 
Martinez near 1-20. No smoking, no pets. 
$795/mo, $500 dep. Credit check required. 
(706) 869-8888-W, (706) 267-9451-C, (706) 
868-0449-H

FOR RENT: AUGUSTA Small 4 Room 1 Bath 
house, central H/A, ceiling fans, w/d hook ups, 
fenced backyard, $400/month + deposit, lease

Dr. Brown named fellow
Dr. James Brown, assistant 

professor of surgery in the 
Department of Urology, has been 
named a fellow of the American 
College of Surgeons.

The organization, founded in 1913, 
is the largest organization of 
surgeons in the world. Fellows of the 
college must be a graduate of an 
approved medical school, have 
completed advanced training in one 
of 14 surgical specialties recognized 
by the college, have been in practice 
in the same geographic location for 
at least one year prior to application 
and demonstrate integrity and 
professionalism.

Dr. Brown received a medical 
degree from the Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston. An MCG 
faculty member since 2001, Dr. 
Brown focuses on urologic oncology 
and urologic laparoscopic surgery. 
He is a member of the American 
Urological Association, the Society of 
Urologic Oncology and the Society of 
Laparscopic Surgeons.

Mrs. Guinn

Development director named
Connie Siu Guinn, formerly the 

program director for the Children's 
Miracle Network in 
Atlanta, has been 
named director of 
the Children's 
Miracle Network at 
the Medical College 
of Georgia 
Children's Medical 
Center.

"Connie's rich 
experience in pediatric hospital 
systems will be an asset to the 
development staff," said L. Keith 
Todd, MCG vice president for 
university advancement. "She will 
work closely with corporate national 
sponsors of the Children's Miracle 
Network to provide support for the 
programs at the Children's Medical 
Center."

Mrs. Guinn, who began Nov. 15, 
has over five years of experience in 
fundraising and program 
development in Atlanta. She earned 
a bachelor's degree in public

& references. Call 8am-8pm 706-863-9102

FOR RENT 2 bdrm 1 bath house, Cent H&A, 
hardwood floors, ceiling fans, $500/mo + dep, 
Lease & Refs. Near MCG 863-9102

NATIONAL HILLS 10 Min from MCG 
3BR/2BA 2-car garage No smoking, no pets 
$800/mo. 799-5932

LEASE PURCHASE- walking distance to 
MCG, $675 per month + dep. 4 X-lg bed 
rooms, 2 baths. Also available for rent, house 
to share, 2 bedrooms with private study room 
and separate entrance, utilities included, $350. 
Call to inquire (404) 274-1570.

COUNTRY CLUB HILLS Condo: 2 bdrm, 1 
bath, Washer/Dryer, hardwood floors, new car 
pet, just minutes to work or school. $650/mo; 
$250 security deposit. Lease. 855-1080 or 
863-3070 Available now.

HILL AREA Roommate wanted, HOUSE, 
Inground pool, Fireplace, Utilities Inc., (MAKE 
THIS YOUR HOME) 10 min to Hospital or 
Campus. (706-738-0224) $500.00

FOR RENT Walton Way Ext area: 2 bdrm, l'/2 
bath, quiet area, great location, $575/month. Call 
855-5986

NEAR MCG 2Bd/lBa Home, Central A/H, 
Wood Floors, Ceiling fans, W/D inluded, Fenced 
backyard. $570/mo plus deposit. 1104 Murphy 
St. 231-1948

APARTMENTS FOR RENT College Station 
Apartments: fully furnished, utility allowance, 
on-site management, indiv. leases, POOL, free 
parking. (706) 733-1266 - 3105 Wrightsboro 
Road. Rents from $240

ROOM FOR RENT Pleasant, private bath, 
phone, cable. Use of kitchen, laundry. No smoking. 
$350/mo, half-month deposit. (706) 738-5011

relations with a minor in child 
development from the University of 
Georgia.

Obituaries
Jennie D'Antignac, a retired 

environmental services technician, 
died Nov. 18, at age 70. Ms. 
D'Antignac served MCG forlS years. 
Survivors include daughters Mary 
Sanders and Paulette Holland; sons 
Ronald Hampton, Donald Hampton 
and Jessie D'Antignac; stepson 
Charles D'Antignac; stepdaughter 
Brenda Tanksley; brothers John West 
Jr. and Willie West; sister Mary 
Davis; 16 grandchildren and six great 
grandchildren.

THE BUZZLE SOLVED

Earth to Jessica
Apparently student Jessica Judd failed to see her name - in 

plain sight - in the Pizza Hut ad on page 15 of our last issue.
JESSICA MISSED OUT ON $50.00. RATS!

WILL YOUR NAME BE HIDDEN IN THIS ISSUE?
CHECK OUR ADS TO FIND OUT! AND REMEMBER: 

CALL BEFORE THE FRIDAY NOON DEADLINE!

...wherein we hide (with fiendish cleverness) the names of randomly 
chosen students and employees   one per issue   then slather them 
with cash if they manage to find their name. If your name is hidden in 
one of the advertisements in this issue, you'll score fifty dollars. Sure, 
it pays to read the Beeper.
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden with 
in one of the ads in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, call the Beeper busi 
ness office (706-860-5455) or notify us via e-mail (graphicadv@knology.net) before noon on 
Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 
FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not call. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or 
employed by MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is 
responsible for printing errors which may make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other 
newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more than one person has the same hidden name, 
the first person to claim the prize is the sole winner. 7. Prizes awarded to winners may vary 
from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

SEE PAGE 10

MCG Marketplace

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
Name______________ 
Address              

MCG extension (if applicable):. 

Home phone: _________

_ad may not contain 
an MCG extension

Category of ad (leave blank if unsure):.

AD (write one word per line, including home phone number):

.25 .50 .75

1.00 1.25 1.50

1.75 2.00 2.25

2.50 2.75 3.00

3.25 3.50 3.75

4.00 4.25 4.50

4.75 5.00

5.50 5.75 6.00

6.25 6.50 6.75

7.00 7.25 7.50

7.75 8.00 8.25

8.50 8.75 9.00

Copy this form or continue on additional sheet if more space needed.

Send this form with payment to: 
Graphic Advertising, PO Box 397, Augusta, GA 30903-0397

Total ad cost by number of words above: $__________ 
Multiply by number of times ad to run: x_________

Total submitted: $

MCG Marketplace ads are 25j per word per issue, pre-paid and non-refundable
(payment: check or money order payable to Graphic Advertising, or place online

at www.graphic365.com). Ads for next issue (January 6) must be received in
writing not later than December 31. (We publish every other Thursday.)
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STEM CELL,... from page 7
become neurons while the PAR-4 cells, 
should they survive, could contribute to 
brain malformation.

In this new paper, they took their findings 
in mouse embryonic stem cells and also 
looked at an approved line of human 
embryonic stem cells available through the 
National Institutes of Health Embryonic 
Stem Cell Registry.

They found as the cells differentiated in 
culture, those containing PAR-4 have yet 
another bad dance card.

"We have discovered that particular cells 
derived from embryonic stem cells that 
express PAR-4 also cause teratoma 
formation," says Dr. Bieberich of the mostly 
benign growths comprised of multiple types 
of tissue, typically none of which belong in 
the tissue where they are found.

They found PAR-4-expressing cells also 
express Oct-4, a transcription factor that 
controls a cell's ability to develop into all 
three basic types of tissue: mesoderm, 
ectoderm and endoderm. "If Oct-4 is 
expressed, the cells are still pluripotent, 
which is good if you want to grow all those 
kinds of embryonic layers," says Dr. 
Bieberich. "But if you transplant them, you 
are at risk of forming teratomas."

However, at least in the culture dish,

when they added PAR-4's lethal dance 
partner, ceramide, to the mix, PAR-4- and 
Oct-4-expressing cells again died before they 
could do harm.

The ceramide analogue, N-oleoyl serinol, 
or S18, also increased the proportion of 
nestin-containing cells in cell cultures and 
grafts.

Drs. Bieberich and Condie were quick to 
note that in their studies, they intentionally 
left PAR-4- and Oct-4-bearing cells in the 
mix to see if they could eliminate them.

"What we are trying to do is find ways 
that can be combined with those methods 
currently being used to further reduce the 
chances of teratoma formation and make 
stem cells extremely safe," Dr. Condie says. 
"This is something that you want to have 
zero doubt about."

The next step is to look at an intact mouse 
embryo to see if the identical processes are 
at work.

The researchers' work was funded by the 
NIH's National Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke. Staff members of Dr. 
Bieberich's lab, Dr. Jeane Silva, research 
coordinator; Dr. Guanghu Wang, research 
associate; and Kannan Krishnamurthy, 
graduate student; contributed to this work 
and co-author the publication.

Have a heart-healthy holiday
Editor's note: The following health information was provided by MCG Health System and Dr. Guy Reed, chief of cardiology.

The heart is an amazing, 
hard-working muscle, beating 
more than 3 billion times during 
the average lifetime. It never 
rests. In fact, during the holiday 
season, the heart works harder 
than ever due to the stress of 
lifestyle choices such as 
overindulging.

Give your heart a holiday by 
making smart lifestyle choices 
that will help keep you on the 
track to good health.

Food
From roast turkey and 

dressing to lavish pies and 
desserts, the holidays center 
around food. And it is easy to 
overindulge in foods high in 
saturated fat and sugar. "It's just 
one day" becomes a common 
phrase. When there are multiple 
parties, get-togethers and 
celebrations, that one day can 
stretch to several weeks, several 
more pounds and additional

stress on the haatt when the^ •-''•-••• ""'  -*. 
New Yeartbmes arourtd.

The American Heart \ 
Association recommendsj 
limiting daily saturated'fat 
intake tp less than 10 percent of 
total calorie intake per day. That 
means a 8iet 6f 2,000 calories 
per day should include less than 
22 grams of saturated fat and 
less than 65 total grams of fat.

Make smart choices, instead 
of filling up on fat-rieavy 
stuffing, gravy and buttery 
mashed potatoes, choose lean 
turkey (without the skin) and 
fruits and vegetables. But also 
remember that you dp not have 
to give up your favorite foods. 
Take smaller portions tip keep 
fats at the recommendei levels.

Exercise
It is easy during this time of 

year to slack off on exercise 
programs and even harder to 
return to them. But just as

lifting weights helps develop 
arm and leg muscles, aerobic 
exercise strengthens the heart 
muscle. Regular exercise for at 
least 30 minutes at least three 
times a week promotes a 
healthy heart.

Try to incorporate exercise into 
fun activities for the family. Walk 
or bike to enjoy the holiday 
decorations. If you enjoy outdoor 
recreation, plan golf or tennis 
outings, or play a few rounds of 
touch football or basketball with 
the family. Take advantage of 
time off from work to try out 
new indoor recreational 
opportunities, such as swimming 
at area indoor pools, ice skating 
or racquetball, and check gyms 
for special holiday discounts on 
memberships.

By making a commitment to 
heart health, you will help 
ensure that your holidays will 
be happy and healthy for years 
to come.

X

*BMW Warranty to
6 Years or 100,000 Miles
(Whichever comes first)

*BMW Roadside Assistance 
24 hours-a-day, 365 days-a-year 
(Coverage for length of warranty)


