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Review article makes case for a 
new source of cells in the body

by Toni Baker

As the debate continues on the ethics and 
therapeutic potential of embryonic versus 
mature stem cells, Medical College of Georgia 
researchers are exploring a third group of cells 
that appears critical to development and 
capable of making all major types of human 
tissue.

"VENT cells are a unique category of multi- 
potent cells," Dr. Douglas P. Dickinson, 
molecular biologist, says of this cell type that 
escapes from the bottom of the neural tube 
early in development, after the tube closes to 
form the brain.

VENT cells then travel along nerve paths, 
eventually getting ahead of the nerves, and 
dispersing throughout the body. "They travel 
in association with the cranial nerves to target 
tissues, disperse into those tissues, then, at 
what is perhaps an endpoint for their stay 
during development, they differentiate into 
the same cell type as their neighbors. So they 
potentially just vanish into the crowd," says 
Dr. Dickinson who first heard of these cells 
last year when their discoverer, MCG 
Developmental Biologist Paul Sohal, gave a 
lecture at the MCG School of Dentistry. Dr. 
Dickinson thought these cells might be used 
to establish a human cell line to enable his 
studies of the development and function of 
salivary glands.

While the jury remains out on that

Ventrally emigrating neural tub* (VENT) celh: * mood 
neural tube-dewed cell population

Dr. Paul Sohal (at 12 o'clock) and (clockwise) Dr. 
Douglas P Dickinson with research team members Drs. 
Zhanying Zhang, Michael Machnick and Mohammed AH. 
(Phil Jones photo Illustration)
question, the cells have helped Dr. Dickinson 
find new direction in his research: working to 
learn more about the cells Dr. Sohal first saw 
in 1995 traveling out of the neural tube of a 
three-day-old chick embryo.

Dr. Dickinson got a baptism by immersion 
as lead author on an invited review article 
published this month in the Journal of 
Anatomy that examines the near 10-year 
history of VENT cell research.

See VENT CELLS page 11

MCG President Daniel Rahn (clockwise from bottom left) and MCG Vice President for Research Matthew Kluger sign 
a memorandum of understanding with Savannah River National Laboratory Director Todd Wiight and Westinghouse 
Savannah River Company President Bob Pedde.

MCG and SRS partner for success
The Medical College of Georgia and the Savannah River National Laboratory joined forces in 

research collaboration Wednesday, Aug. 18.
Administrators from the CSRA's two premier research institutions came together to sign an 

agreement to foster collaboration among life scientists and engineers. The organizations pledged 
resources and expertise to address technical issues of importance to MCG and the Savannah 
River Site. They will also explore funding opportunities that benefit both organizations and 
enhance the success of both organizations by developing joint proposals that are stronger than 
either could develop alone.

"It's really an exciting partnership," said Dr. Michael Gabridge, associate vice president for 
technology transfer and economic development at MCG. "Recent technological exchanges have

See SRS page 2
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Inaugural MCG Arts Council fundraiser coming Oct. 1
by Ellen Gladden

The MCG Arts Council will 
showcase the musical, artistic and 
culinary talents of students, faculty 
and staff, Friday, Oct. 1 at 7 p.m. 
during its first annual fundraiser.

Ebony and Ivory is the theme of 
the evening in the elegantly 
renovated Old Richmond Hotel, 725 
Greene Street.

"This will be a great opportunity 
for the MCG community to learn 
more about the MCG Arts Council 
and to celebrate the involvement of 
the arts and artists in the medical 
center," said Arts Council Chair Bill 
Andrews, assistant professor of 
medical illustration. Mr. Andrews is 
designing a brief presentation for the 
evening, which will detail the history 
and scope of the Arts Council.

The evening will also include

music performed by members 
of the MCG community 
including MCG President 
Daniel Rahn on the piano; 
School of Medicine Dean 
David Stern on the clarinet in a 
chamber music ensemble; Associate 
Professor of Medicine Paul Dainer 
on viola; and Pediatric Critical Care 
Medicine Section Chief Anthony 
Pearson-Shaver on the saxophone 
with guitarist Don Lipscomb.

"We're very excited to have the 
over 25 gracious hostesses from the 
MCG Faculty and Spouse Club, the 
MCG Arts Council and other friends 
of MCG assist with decorations for 
this event," said MCG First Lady 
Lana Rahn, who serves on the 
Ebony and Ivory Planning 
Committee. Mrs. Rahn also paid 
thanks to members of the Medical 
Student Auxiliary and the MCG

Student Government Association 
who are volunteering to serve and 
greet during the event.

After a buffet catered by Poppy 
Seeds, guests will enjoy gourmet 
desserts by Dr. Mike Miller, vice 
president for enrollment and student 
services, Dr. Michael Shrout, 
professor of oral diagnosis and 
patient services, Dr. Kathleen McKie, 
associate professor of pediatrics and 
Keith Todd, vice president for 
university advancement and others. 
Tickets for the evening are $75 each 
and $600 per table of eight. 
Proceeds will go toward a Steinway 
piano for MCG. Funds from the 
annual event will be designated for 
a specific purpose each year.

"There is a great deal of 
enthusiasm and excitement 
about this effort, and we 
expect to be able to complete 
the funding of the piano with 

this year's proceeds," said Dr. 
Stewart Shevitz, professor of 
psychiatry and health behavior who 
spearheaded the evening's 
entertainment. Dr. Shevitz will play 
piano during the dinner and later in 
the evening will accompany his 
wife, Lynda, director of music at the 
Church of Our Savior, who will 
perform songs by George Gershwin 
and Irving Berlin.

The MCG Arts Council is a 
volunteer organization composed of 
faculty and staff from MCG, MCG 
Health, Inc., and representatives 
from area museums, performing arts 
groups, visual arts guilds and art 
education organizations. While the

council receives some funding from 
both MCG and MCG Health, Inc. for 
specific projects, the group has no 
continual annual funding.

"It would be wonderful if we 
could establish Ebony and Ivory as 
an annual event to help further the 
arts at MCG," said Mr. Andrews. 
"We've had discussions that future 
funds might be used to improve the 
performance capacity and 
aesthetics of the Auditoria Center, 
expand the Healing Arts Program 
or possibly to sponsor an artist-in- 
residence to complete murals or 
statues here."

Seating is limited to 200 and 
reservations are required by Sept. 
17. Formal invitations with reply 
information are being mailed. For 
more information, contact Sandra 
Morgan in the Division of External 
Affairs at ext. 1-2121.

Labor law changes little at MCG
by Ellen Gladden

Recent changes to federal labor 
laws will have a minimal impact on 
MCG employees, said Director of 
Human Resources Susan Norton.

The Fair Labor Standards Act, first 
created in 1938, establishes federal 
minimum wage, record keeping 
requirements and child labor 
standards. The act also requires 
employers to pay hourly employees

overtime at one and one-half times 
their regular rate for any hours 
worked over 40 in a workweek. 
According to the Department of 
Labor, certain positions are allowed 
to be exempt from overtime based on

the duties performed. Exemptions 
fall into three categories - executive, 
which includes presidents, vice 
presidents and managers; 
professional, which includes 
attorneys, physicians, scientists and
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MCG Mission, 
Vision and Values

Mission
The mission of the Medical 

College of Georgia is to improve 
health and reduce the burden of 

| illness in society by discovering, 
disseminating and applying 
knowledge of human health and 
disease.

Vision
The Medical College of Georgia 

will be one of the nation's premier 
health sciences universities.

Values
As a public institution 

dedicated to the discovery, 
dissemination and application of 
scientific knowledge, the Medical 
College of Georgia values 
leadership, social responsibility, 
compassion,
diversity, professionalism and 
excellence.

DON'T MISS A BEEP
Due to the Labor Day holiday, the 

deadline for the Sept. 16 issue is 
Sept. 7 at 5 p.m. Deadline for the 
Sept. 30 issue is Sept. 22 at noon.

EMPLOYEE ADDRESS 
CHANGES & CORRECTIONS

should be entered on a Personnel
Action Request Form

available online at
www.mcg.edu/hrforms/pdf/par.pdf

RETIREES
Contact the Human Resources 

benefits office at (706) 721-3770
for address changes and

corrections or to report changes
in Benefits status.

engineers; and administrative 
support personnel, or those involved 
in the management of general 
business operations of an employer. 
Employees who meet these duties 
tests must be paid on a salary basis 
at a minimum rate.

The act was recently amended by 
the Bush administration to adjust 
who is eligible for overtime pay. 
Under the new regulations, hourly 
paid employees are eligible for 
overtime pay regardless of total 
income. The revised act also 
increases the minimum annual salary 
required for exempt workers to

SRS
See LABOR LAW page 3

i... from page 1

shown that MCG and SRS have 
common needs and interests in 
technologies that entail both life 
sciences and engineering aspects. 
This agreement seeks to make it 
easier to submit joint proposals and 
to increase the likelihood of them 
being funded."

One example of a potential 
collaborative project is developing 
medical applications for new 
materials designed to support of the 
Savannah River Site's missions. Dr. 
Gabridge noted the agreement 
should enable both MCG and the 
Savannah River Site to advance 
their scientific programs and meet 
growing needs at a time when 
funding levels are expected to 
remain relatively flat.
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LABOR LAW ... from page 2

$23,660 and changes the duties tests 
for exemption categories.

To ensure MCG's compliance with 
the regulations, Human Resources 
identified employees who were 
previously exempt from overtime and 
whose salaries were below the 
required level.

"We found roughly 200 positions 
and our classifications staff reviewed 
those positions to determine whether 
or not the duties would be exempt 
under the new regulations," said 
Mrs. Norton. "Traditionally, the 
administrative exemption has been 
the most difficult to apply. As we 
began reviewing job descriptions, the 
majority of positions that retained 
their exempt-from-overtime status 
are research assistants."

To comply with the revised law, 
MCG had to raise the salaries of 
approximately 60 positions whose

duties fall into the administrative 
exemption category. Salary 
adjustments went into effect Aug. 23, 
the date the institution had to be in 
compliance with the regulations.

"We also had a group from the 
administrative support family of jobs 
that because of new duties tests are 
now no longer exempt from 
overtime," said Mrs. Norton. "This is 
good news to many people in that 
category because now they can 
collect overtime when the job 
requires extra hours."

Additionally, salaried employees 
who earn $23,660 or more are not 
eligible for overtime if their job 
description falls into executive, 
administrator or professional 
categories defined by the Department 
of Labor.

Now that the initial review of 200 
positions with salaries below the 
new threshold has been completed, 
the next step for Human Resources is

Future dentists urged to 
emphasize professionalism

by Christine Hurley Deriso

Service, not business, must be the 
paramount concern of dentists if the 
profession is to retain the trust and 
respect of the public, according to a 
president of the American College of 
Dentists.

"Entering the profession of 
dentistry doesn't make you a 
professional," said Dr. John I. Haynes 
during the Medical College of Georgia 
School of Dentistry's Aug. 25 
Welcome Back Assembly, sponsored 
by the school's Alumni Association 
for faculty and students. "Our 
professional status is established by 
our peers and the public. If they don't 
think we're professional, we're not."

The key to professionalism, he said, "is for our principal aim to be the 
public good. I'm concerned we seem to be moving from service to being 
shaped by business concerns.

"We encounter so many variables in dentistry that things are rarely black 
and white," he said. "Dentistry isn't one-size-fits-ail. There is a subjective 
component to our decisions which may lead to unethical behavior."

For instance, he said, dentists might be tempted to cut corners or 
recommend the costliest treatment available to optimize their bottom line. 
But the public trust is much too sacred to jeopardize for short-term gains, 
he cautioned.

"The patient doesn't have our expertise. He relies on our judgment. 
Financial gain must never be a consideration. We cannot put a price on 
professionalism."

He acknowledged that business principals are important, "but not the 
most important thing," Dr. Haynes said. "It's great to be efficient and it's 
great to make money, but patients come first. We must not lower our 
standards. We can't assume professionalism; we must embody it."

Dentists' reputations, he said, are worth their weight in gold. "We 
cannot be complacent, or we may wake up one morning and not like 
what we see," Dr. Haynes said. "I don't want dentistry to become just 
another job."

Dr. John I. Haynes urges dental students to 
maintain highest level of professionalism. 
(Phil Jones photo)

administering a job evaluation 
questionnaire to people in similar 
positions whose salaries exceed 
$23,660.

"We will be working with 
managers and their individual 
employees to provide an

opportunity for them to submit 
updated job descriptions. 
Supervisors will sign off on the job 
evaluation questionnaire prior to 
submission. The classification 
staff will review the 
questionnaires and assign each

position a new classification in the 
pay plan. This may or may not 
result in a change in their 
overtime-exemption status, but we 
want to ensure that all 
administrative positions are treated 
consistently," said Mrs. Norton.
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Literature review of LASIK shows benefits, challenges
by Joni Baker

Most of the million-plus people having LASIK each year to 
correct their vision are happy with the results, according to a 
15-year literature review that indicates most reasons for 
discontent could be resolved with more patient education 
before surgery.

"Basically this confirms our own clinical experience: patients 
are happy, patients turn out well," said Dr. Balamurali Ambati, 
ophthalmologist and corneal specialist at MCG.

Dr. Ambati was asked to review clinical trials of LASIK for 
the August issue of Current Opinions in Ophthalmology and 
report on findings regarding outcomes and quality of vision.

He found that 94 percent of patients participating in major 
trials across the country have at least 20/20 vision following 
the surgery that reshapes the cornea, the front part of the eye 
that works with the lens to focus light onto the retina. Also, 98 
percent of patients in major trials had 20/25 vision or better, 
which means they can read one less line on the eye chart, and 
nearly all patients would recommend the procedure to a 
friend. In the MCG practice, those figures are even better, and 
the vast majority of patients are 20/15, which is better than 
20/20, Dr. Ambati says.

Discontent with LASIK can result from problems with night 
vision, including night glare, such as halos around lights. 
About 25 percent of patients have some night vision 
disturbances in the first few weeks after surgery and about 18 
percent feel their night driving is impaired in initial few weeks 
after surgery.

The good news is night-vision problems typically resolve 
within a few months - patient complaints went down from 
25.6 percent to 4.7 percent from month one to month 12 - but 
the cause remains unclear, Dr. Ambati says. It may be that 
pupils dilate at night to let in more light beyond the corrected 
area of the cornea. Newer lasers, such as the one in use at 
MCG Medical Center, enables surgeons to enlarge the 
treatment zone "to an area larger than most folks' nighttime

pupil," Dr. Ambati says. He and his co-authors Dr. Stephen 
Hammond, ophthalmology resident, and fourth-year medical 
student Anil Puri, say one of the best ways to avoid 
unhappiness with this transient problem is to ensure upfront 
that patients are aware of it.

Preoperative education also is vital for patients over age 40. 
LASIK helps reshape the cornea, not the lens which is the 
primary culprit in age-related far-sightedness. As with other 
muscles, with age it is thought the muscles that help the lens 
reshape to change focus from far to near get weaker. Although 
LASIK can successfully reshape the cornea to help compensate 
for this loss, the procedure cannot be used to correct both far- 
and near-sightedness in those over age 40. The literature review 
showed that meant the happiest patients tend to be age 45 or 
younger. "Some patients chose to have one eye corrected for 
distance and the other for near," says Dr. Ambati in an effort to 
avoid needing reading glasses after surgery.

Explaining up front the limits of the procedure may help 
avoid dissatisfaction later, he says. The authors write "... 
patients over 45 must be treated with caution and only after 
being counseled on their continued need for reading glasses." 
For those considering correcting one eye for distance and the 
other for close vision, he suggests patients first wear contacts 
that work that way as well to see how they like it.

The researchers also reported transient problems with 
contrast sensitivity. A black and white eye chart may not 
indicate a problem but, "real life is a lot more," Dr. Ambati 
says. "Contrast is a big part of our lives in terms of being 
able to judge edges, fine discrimination between shades." 
Some studies found diminished contrast sensitivity after 
surgery. But it generally recovers to preoperative levels 
within six months.

Dr. Ambati hopes that better education along with evolving 
techniques and technology will continue to improve patient 
satisfaction with LASIK, writing "... success is more than 
20/20; overall quality of vision and patient satisfaction are 
essential."

Or. Balamurali Ambati has reviewed 15 years of clinical research on LASIK to 
look at outcomes and quality of vision. (Phil Jones photo)

Welcome back!

Dr. Matthew Kluger, vice president for research and dean of the School of Graguate studies, addressed 
students, faculty and staff at a welcome back event hosted by the School of Graduate Studies Alumni 
Association Thursday, Aug. 26 in the Alumni Center. (Phil Jones photo)

New technology enables custom corneas
by Danielle Wong

New technology that works with existing LASIK technology to provide customized eye 
correction recently debuted at MCG Health System.

The CustomCoraea system uses wavefront technology to capture the wavefront error of 
the eye's optical system and create a customized map of the eye that refractive surgeons use 
as a "blueprint" when reshaping the cornea during LASIK. "The result is the most advanced 
vision correction surgery available today," said Dr. David Bogorad, director of the MCG 
Refractive Surgery Service.

In the past, LASIK could correct only nearsightedness, farsightedness and astigmatism. 
However, these distortions, known as lower-order aberrations, account for only 85 to 95 
percent of vision quality. The remaining 5 to 15 percent of distortions, known as higher- 
order aberrations, affect vision clarity and how well a person can see at night or in low 
light. CustomCornea enables the laser to correct these higher order aberrations along with 
the lower-order aberrations.

"In conjunction with our LADARVision system, which records the position of the eye 
4,000 times per second and allows the most precise and accurate placement of the laser 
beam, CustomCornea takes our Laser Vision Correction Service to the next level," said Dr. 
Bogorad. "It has the potential to offer a better quality of vision, which can improve a 
person's overall quality of life."

Over the past decade, LASIK, or laser-assisted in situ keratomileusis, has become the 
procedure of choice for many ophthalmologists and patients who desire to reduce their 
dependence on glasses or contact lenses for distance vision. At its most basic level, LASIK 
involves the use of an excimer, or "cold" laser, which emits gentle pulses of ultraviolet light 
that vaporize tissue cells one microscopic layer at a time to change the shape of the cornea 
and correct the eye's focusing power.
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Looking for ways to save money on supply costs? 
Effective immediately, MCG users get an extra 
5% discount on their toner orders.
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Beeper deadline
The deadline for the Sept. 16 

issue is Sept. 7 at 5 p.m. Send story 
ideas or announcements to Beeper 
Editor Ellen Gladden, FI-1042 
(campus mail), ext. 1-4410 (phone), 
or egladden@mcg.edu, (e-mail). For 
more information about advertising, 
visit www.graphic365.com or call 
(706) 860-5455.

White coat ceremony
The School of Medicine will host 

a White Coat Ceremony for first- 
year students Sept. 18 at 2:30 p.m. 
at Warren Baptist Church, 3203 
Washington Road, Augusta. A 
reception will follow in the 
Fellowship Hall of the Church. Dr. 
Kathleen Stern, assistant clinical 
professor in the Department of 
Ophthalmology, will deliver the 
keynote address on humanism in 
medicine. The public is invited. For 
more information, call ext. 1-5115.

Raffle benefits MCG students
The MCG Faculty and Spouse 

Club is hosting its annual 
Scholarship Fund Raffle. Since 1980, 
the club has awarded over 120 
scholarships to rising seniors in

Wanted: Graduation 
speaker nominations

Medical College of Georgia 
faculty, staff, and students are 
invited to submit names of 
potential commencement 
speakers for MCG's 2005 
graduation ceremony. 
Accomplished scientists and 
health professionals with 
international reputations related 
to MCG's mission and goals will 
receive special consideration. A 
review group from the President's 
Cabinet will evaluate submissions 
and make recommendations to 
the president.

Nominations must include 
reasons an individual should be 
invited to address MCG 
graduates. Please attach a brief 
biography of the candidate or 
other supporting documentation 
by Sept. 13, to Russell Long, 
interim director of Student 
Affairs, Student Center, room 210.

Nominees should not be 
consulted in advance. MCG 
President Daniel W. Rahn will 
initiate any contact.

each of MCG's five schools. 
Each $25 donation to the 

club's scholarship fund 
provides a chance to win one of 

16 prizes. $100 donations provide 
five chances to win. Prizes include 
weekends at Hilton Head Island 
Beach and Tennis Club and Folly 
Beach, an hourlong massage, golf 
lessons, restaurant packages and 
more. Donations are tax deductible. 
Winning tickets will be drawn Oct. 
29 at a potluck luau at the Julian 
Smith Bar-B-Que pit. For more 
information, contact Sharon Head at 
(706) 793-0545 or e-mail 
sharonhead@comcast.com. For 
more information about the Faculty 
and Spouse Club, visit 
www.mcg.edu/fsc/

Retirees meet
The MCG Retirees Association 

will meet Sept. 28 at 11:30 at The 
Clubhouse, 2567 Washington Road. 
Lunch is $10. Patricia Riley, benefits 
manager in the MCG Human 
Resources Division, will speak on 
retiree benefits. For reservations, 
send a check made payable to MCG 
Retirees Association to Dr. Dave 
Welter, P.O. Box 2997, Augusta, GA,

30912. For more information, 
contact Dr. Biagio Vericella at 
bvericell@mcg.edu.

Physician directory online
Consumers and referring 

physicians can search 
http://MCGHealth.org/MCG_Physici 
ans for an MCG Health System 
physician and community 
physicians with admitting privileges 
by physician name, specialty, 
language spoken and keywords.

CMC hosts lecture
Dr. Alex Mabe, professor in the 

MCG Department of Psychiatry and 
Health Behavior, will discuss 
"Helping Children With Emotional 
Disabilities Navigate Through 
School" during the Project LINK 
Community Lecture Series Sept. 7 
from 6:30-8 p.m. in the main 
conference center of the MCG 
Children's Medical Center. Project 
LINK (Learning Information, 
Networking and Knowledge) is 
sponsored by the CMC to provide 
educational resources and guidance 
for families who have children with 
developmental delays, disabilities 
and special health concerns. The

Jeanene Pihkala is SWELL
In Saluting the Work, Excellence, Leadership and Lives of those who comprise MCG, the 

Beeper asks for your nominations for students, faculty or staff whose work has made a 
difference on and off campus. The Beeper spotlights a student or employee nominated by 
his/her peers for outstanding achievement.

This issue's SWELL employee is 
Jeanene Pihkala, flow cytometry core 
lab manager in the Center for 
Biotechnology and Genomic 
Medicine. Mrs. Pihkala was 
nominated by a peer who noted, 
"She is very patient and professional. 
She really knows her job well and 
understands the flow cytometer and 
cell sorters. She has amazing levels 
of self-control and never refuses to 
help anyone that asks for help. She 
is very polite and it is a great honor 
to have a dedicated and diligent 
worker like her."

An MCG employee for three years, 
Mrs. Pihkala hails from Charlotte, 
N.C., where she earned a bachelor's 
degree in zoology from North 
Carolina State University and 
completed medical technologist 
training at Charlotte Memorial 
Hospital. "I love flow cytometry," 
she said of her job. "The greatest 
challenge is multi-tasking. It gets 
pretty hectic sometimes...running 
one machine while helping one or 
two people on other machines to

Jeanene Pihkala

measure the size and fluorescence 
of cells to determine different 
characteristics of the cell. One thing 
I love about flow cytometry is that it 
integrates art and science because it 
requires that you use the 'art' of 
pattern recognition along with 
science when evaluating samples." 

Outside work, Mrs. Pihkala and 
her husband, Pertti, enjoy scuba 
diving.

Academic Council welcomes new faculty
The Medical College of Georgia Academic Council and the Faculty and 

Spouse Club will host a reception for all new faculty members Tuesday, 
Sept. 7 at 6:30 p.m. at The Clubhouse, 2567 Washington Road. 
Refreshments will be served. Faculty from all five MCG schools and the 
Greenblatt Library are encouraged to attend and welcome new faculty. 
The Academic Council acts on behalf of all MCG faculty on issues 
including students, faculty governance, grievance, appeals of promotion, 
tenure and post-tenure review, as well as institution-wide policies and 
procedures involving faculty input or approval.

For more information, or to RSVP for the reception, contact Annette 
Waters at ext. 1-2334.

lecture is free and open to the 
public. For more information, call 
ext. 1-5437.

Cancer support group
The MCG Gynecologic Cancer 

Support Group meets on the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. in 
the Breast Health Services 
conference room on the first floor of 
MCG Medical Center. All affected by 
gynecologic cancer are invited. For 
more information, call ext.1-3992.

Border Bash seeks volunteers
Volunteers are needed to staff 

entrance gates, take money, check 
identification, issue armbands, etc., 
during the llth annual University of 
Georgia / University of South 
Carolina Border Bash Friday, Sept. 
10, at the Augusta Commons 
(Reynolds Street between 8th and 
9th Streets). Shifts are from 5-8 p.m. 
and from 7:30-11:15 p.m. The event 
features the Swingin' Medallions 
and the UGA and USC cheerleaders. 
All proceeds will benefit the MCG 
Children's Medical Center. 
Admission is $8. Gates open at 5 
p.m. For more information, or to 
volunteer, call Henriette Malzer at

ext. 1-3957 or e-mail hmalzer® 
mcg.edu.

Horseshow benefits Camp Rainbow
The llth annual Camp Rainbow 

Open Horseshow will be held 
Saturday, Sept. 25 at the 
Hippodrome Horse Complex, 480 
Jefferson Davis Highway, North 
Augusta, S.C. Registration begins at 
8 a.m. and the opening ceremony 
starts at 9 a.m. Spectator admission 
is free. Admission for riders is $5 for 
classes 1-29, $10 for championship 
classes 30-41 and $2 for exhibition. 
Trophies, T-shirts and horse goody 
bags will be awarded. A negative 
Coggins test is required. All 
proceeds benefit Camp Rainbow. For 
more information, or to volunteer at 
the event, call ext. 1-4004.

MCG Arts Council seeks performers
Performing artists - solo, group, 

instrumental, vocal and dance - 
from the MCG community are 
needed for the MCG Arts Council's 
Noon Arts Conference Series for 
2004-05. To share your talents 
during these free midday concerts, e- 
mail Dr. Kathleen McKie at 
kmckie@mcg.edu or call ext. 1-0175.

To nominate students, staff or faculty for the SWELL Award, send a brief description of the 
nominee to Ellen Gladden at egladden@mail.mcg.edu, FI-1042 (campus mail), or fax 1-6397. 
Please include the nominee's phone number. Deadline for the Sept. 16 issue is Sept. 7.

Provost seeks candidates for honorary degree
MCG Provost Barry D. Goldstein is seeking nominations for honorary 

degree candidates for MCG's May 2005 commencement.
Honorary degrees reward sustained notable achievements in health 

education, health care and/or medical science.
MCG may confer up to two honorary degrees per year, granting a 

Doctor of Science degree during the May commencement ceremony. The 
recipient must be present to receive the degree.

Ineligible recipients include elected or appointed state or national 
officials (including University System of Georgia regerrts); announced 
candidates for elective office; faculty, administrative officers or employees 
of MCG, the university system or another institution in the system; and 
any individual previously awarded an honorary degree from a university 
system institution.

Nominating letters with a biographical sketch of the candidate must 
include reasons to honor the nominee. Other supporting documentation 
may be attached. Please submit nominations by Monday, Sept. 13, to: Dr. 
Roman Cibirka, associate vice president for academic affairs, Kelly 
Administration Building, AA-1050.

Nominees should not be consulted in advance; all contact will be 
initiated by MCG President Daniel W. Rahn.
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Nursing anesthetist students receive glowing reviews
by Christine Hurley Demo

Dr. Richard Haas has never 
doubted that the Medical College 
of Georgia's 40 nursing anesthesia 
students are exceptional, but he 
recently received glowing objective 
verification.

Dr. Haas, assistant program 
director and assistant professor of 
the MCG Nursing Anesthesia 
Program, oversees the 
department's preceptor program, 
matching students to 24 clinical 
sites statewide where they work 
with certified registered nurse 
anesthetists and 
anesthesiologists.

"These professionals voluntarily

teach our students out of a love 
for the profession and a desire to 
be part of the education of our 
successors," said Dr. Haas. 
"Without their help and 
assistance, we would be unable to 
teach these students. In a way, the 
success of our students is a 
reflection on the success of the 
preceptors themselves."

One preceptor at each site also 
volunteers as clinical site 
coordinator, ensuring that the 
students fulfill the clinical 
requirements to sit for the Council 
on Certification of Nurse 
Anesthetists board examination. 
Students are eligible to take the 
test after earning their nursing
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anesthesia master's degree from 
MCG.

"The preceptors are truly the 
unsung heroes of our program," 
Dr. Haas said.

After each rotation, preceptors 
are asked to assess the students' 
performance. Evaluations for the 
classes of 2004-05 included the 
following comments:
• "Well-organized, prepared, 
motivated and professional. Would 
hire without exception."
• "Truly a joy to work with. Never 
once unprepared. Would let [this 
student] do my anesthesia any 
time."
• "Works completely 
independently while supervised. 
Requires virtually no intervention 
[from a professional anesthetist]."
• "Displays a good basic 
knowledge and is an eager 
student."
• "As usual, a pleasure to work 
with. Great job!"

Dr. Haas is pleased by the 
evaluations but not surprised. 
"Our classes are the best of the 
best," he said, noting that there 
are 10 applicants for every student 
slot. "They are smart, tough, eager 
to please and hard workers. [They 
are also] genuinely nice people 
devoted to the welfare of their 
patients. They are really the finest 
group of individuals you would 
ever want to meet."

The nursing anesthesia program

If it's your name, 
you win fifty bucks!

Find the details, p. 15

Looking for a new place to hang your hat?
Beeper marketplace 

classifieds are 
the best place to find 

an apartment, house or 
roommate,

Check the inside back page of every issue, 
or online at www.graphic365.com

Dr. Richard Haas checks vital signs on anesthesia simulator with student DeAnna Powell. 
(Phil Jones photo)

has graduated 50 students since its 
inception in 1995. Approximately 
65 percent come from Georgia and 
nearly 70 percent remain in the 
state to practice.

"Our students have seen 
remarkable successes," Dr. Haas 
said. "They care for patients in 
medically underserved areas of the

state, serve on the boards of state 
nurse anesthesia associations, 
speak at professional meetings and 
occupy chief nurse anesthetist 
positions. We are proud to be 
achieving our mission of preparing 
the next generation of nurse 
anesthetist clinicians and leaders 
for the state of Georgia."

nun
Healthy Women Needed for Cervical 

Cancer/Genital Warts Prevention Study
Women age 24 to 45 with no history of treatment for cervical dis 
ease may qualify to participate in a study to determine the safety 
and effectiveness of a vaccine intended to prevent HPV infection. 

HPV causes genital warts and abnormal Pap smears 
and may cause cervical cancer.

Benefits of the study include free Pap smears for three years and
free HPV testing. Participants will be paid. For more information,

please contact:

Medical College of Georgia
Department of Family Medicine

(706) 721-2535
or

Call Toll Free: (877) 643-1414 
Principal Investigator: Daron Ferris, M.D.
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Haitian experience helps forge medical career
by Ellen Gladden

Six years ago, Elga Tinger's compassion led 
her to Haiti for a 10-day trip to work in a 
clinic. Now she has a full passport and a 
second family there.

"During my senior year of nursing school, I 
thought I was going to join Peace Corps, so I 
went to Haiti to get an idea of what that 
might be like," said the MCG School of 
Nursing alumnus who's now a second-year 
medical student. "1 came back, graduated, 
took my boards and then moved back to 
Haiti. Originally, I was going to be there for 
six months but I extended it to year."

In the country's second-largest city, Cap 
Haitien, she worked with a physician in a 
hospital three days a week — suturing, 
casting, analyzing lab values and ordering 
antibiotics. The other four days she spent in 
an orphanage - teaching, nursing and 
advocating for children.

In the clinic, each day's work included 
cases of typhoid, tuberculosis and scabies. 
More than 7 percent of the population was 
infected with HIV.

"Everybody had ascaris (intestinal 
parasites)," she said noting the lack of clean

water and sanitation. "They thought it was 
normal because everyone had it. They didn't 
mention it in the examination right away. 
They would complain about shortness of 
breath, wheezing or weight loss and you'd 
have to ask, 'Have you seen any worms?' and 
then they would tell you about it."

Patient follow-up was difficult, in part 
because an estimated half of the nation's 7.6 
million people practice voodoo and visit witch 
doctors for healing. "They really believe in the 
power of voodoo there. There was a voodoo 
doctor next door to our hospital. It was more 
expensive for people to go to him than us, but 
they went there first," she said. "It's really an 
interesting culture. When we were in a 
surgery, we'd hear the drumming outside 
when they performed ceremonies."

At Hospital Le Bon Samaritan, Elga met 
fellow Americans and Europeans seeking an 
opportunity to serve. At the orphanage, Elga 
was the only American and the only 
Caucasian. When she first arrived, many 
children would refer to her as "blanc" or 
"white."

"That's one of the reasons I decided to go 
ahead and learn the language. They kept 
talking about me. Then one day I told them

Medical student Elga Tinger holds Roudlyne, a 2-year- 
old girl with severely stunted growth due to HIV 
infection. (Photo provided)

(in Haitian Creole), 'My name is not white,' 
then they started calling me by my name," 
she said. "They respected me because I was 
living with them and riding on transportation 
with them. I didn't have a car, so I rode on

the trucks with the pigs and chickens, just 
like they did."

Her journey provided great inspiration and 
even led her to a new career path once she 
returned to the United States. She moved back 
to her hometown, Alpharetta, Ga., and began 
working as a nurse at Atlanta's Grady 
Memorial Hospital and taking medical school 
prerequisites at Georgia State University.

"In Haiti, I really felt like I was working 
close to God and I didn't go there for religious 
reasons," she said. "I felt like I was working 
for the betterment of man. That's part of the 
reason why I went back to school to become a 
doctor - I wanted to understand at the 
molecular level why things were happening in 
disease," she said.

Her nursing skills have been a great asset 
during the transition to medical school. This 
summer, she worked at MCG Medical Center 
and plans to continue nursing as much as 
possible around her schoolwork.

"This year, the curriculum is mostly 
pathology and pharmacology and I have a lot 
of experience with that from nursing, both 
here and in Haiti. But last year, nursing didn't 
help me with biochemistry at all," she said 
with a chuckle.

Getting closer to humanity
by Ellen Gladden

For Onyinye Okpukpara and her 
classmates, Thursdays are a chance 
to reconnect with the reasons they 
chose medicine - people.

From 6-8 p.m. she and as many 
as half a dozen students in the MCG 
School of Medicine supplement their 
classroom learning with real 
people's real diseases at a Salvation 
Army Clinic on Greene Street. MCG 
faculty members oversee treatment, 
enabling one-on-one learning and 
providing great inspiration to the 
students.

"I am glad to see doctors share 
their valuable time with us at the 
clinic. That's what medicine is all 
about - using our God-given talents 
to serve others," said Onyinye, one 
of four second-year medical student 
coordinators of the clinic. "This 
clinic has opened my eyes to the 
fact that, when I do graduate and

become a doctor, there are avenues 
that I can tap into to serve the 
under-privileged."

Since 1989, MCG students and 
faculty have been reaching out to 
the citizens of the CSRA through the 
Salvation Army. Students listen to 
patients' needs and provide 
treatment or referrals with the 
guidance of faculty from the 
Department of Family Medicine.

"I've discovered for myself the 
joys and frustrations that come with 
volunteer medical work," said 
second-year medical student James 
Fletcher. "It's a wonderful 
educational resource for improving 
my technical and communication 
skills and learning many of the nuts 
and bolts of primary care medicine, 
but my greatest satisfaction stems 
from the fact that I can leave the 
clinic with a sense that I've truly 
given of myself, that I've done what 
I can to offer my help to those who

need it most."
All services are free and reduced- 

cost prescriptions are available 
through the Maxwell House via a 
voucher system. While the clinic is 
open to anyone in the CSRA, most 
participants are low-income 
families, and many are homeless. 
Their lack of transportation, housing 
or finances often delays their ability 
to follow the medical advice they 
receive at the clinic.

"We see kids through geriatrics, 
but most of the patients are middle- 
age," said Elga Tinger, a second- 
year medical student who works 
with James, Onyinye and classmate 
Sandra Scott to coordinate student 
involvement with the clinic. "A lot 
of times this is the only primary 
care they have. One of the biggest 
problems is that they don't have 
anyone to follow up with because 
they can't afford it."

A registered nurse, Elga is familiar

Dr. Brace LeClair (from left), medical student Elga Tinger and Dr. En/in Wells examine 
Anthony Gilbert at the Salvation Army Clinic. (Phil lones photo)

with the needs of this patient 
population from her work at 
Atlanta's Grady Memorial Hospital 
before enrolling in medical school.

"They have a lot of hygiene- 
related diseases. A lot of them don't

have access to clean clothing. Their 
feet stay wet because they walk 
around a lot, sweat and don't have 
chance to take shoes off. 

"During the summer, we see lots 
See CLINIC page 9
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Reaching out to heal
by Ellen Gladden

Four members of the Medical 
College of Georgia community made 
a lasting impact in a village in the 
Dominican Republic this summer.

Dr. Saundra Turner, chair of the 
Advance Practice Nursing 
Department and a nurse practitioner 
with the Department of Family 
Medicine; Lida Serrano, a nurse in 
the Department of Family Medicine; 
Lisa Bush, a nurse practitioner with 
Georgia Correctional Health Care 
and Tab Carter, a horticulturist with 
MCG Grounds Maintenance, were 
among 14 Augustans who 
participated in a medical mission 
trip July 26-Aug. 4.

In a small village near the 
southern coast of the island of 
Hispanola, they treated 250 patients, 
filled over 700 prescriptions and 
brought religious fellowship to 
people who had seen no medical 
missionaries in four years.

"The town where our hotel was is 
called Bani," explained Ms. Carter. 
"Santana Bani is the one dirt road 
town where the Episcopal mission 
of San Matias is located. That's 
where we held clinic each day."

The team included one Episcopal 
priest, one pharmacist, one 
physician, six nurses, two nurse 
practitioners and three non- 
medically trained members who

On the road to help
MCG nurse Lida Serrano and 

her husband, Rev. Jose Serrano, 
pastor of Oasis of Blessing, a 
Spanish-speaking church on 
Dean's Bridge Road, are leading a 
mission trip to Venezuela in 
September. Donations of personal 
hygiene items, adult and 
children's clothing and shoes are 
needed. To make a donation, 
contact the church office at (706) 
793-8600 or contact Mrs. Serrano 
at ext. 1-9586.

helped with supplies, translating 
Spanish and teaching children 
waiting on their parents in the 
clinic. Five participants work at 
University Hospital and one at 
Doctors Hospital.

"We were the first mission group 
that had been there in four years, so 
they were happy to see us," said Ms. 
Carter, who worked daily with the 
children, playing games and making 
crafts. "They were such warm and 
friendly people. Each morning they 
greeted us with hugs and kisses. It 
was really hard to leave. There was 
not a dry eye in the place when we 
were leaving that Sunday."

In the clinic, Mrs. Serrano's 
Spanish language skills were essential

for patient triage. "Parasites were a 
common problem," said the native of 
Colombia. "The parasites bring 
stomach problems, nausea, and often 
they have (weak immune) systems, 
colds and skin infection and rashes. 
We provided personal items for 
hygiene, soap, shampoo, toothpaste 
and washcloths to help cut down the 
germs and the parasites. They were 
so excited to have these."

The village doesn't totally lack 
health care facilities, said Mrs. 
Serrano. A health clinic provides birth 
control and immunizations. However, 
the life expectancy of the country is 
67 and infant mortality is 33 percent, 
according to the Central Intelligence 
Agency's World Fact Book.

"Good drinking water would 
solve a lot of their problems," 
agreed Dr. Turner. "I also saw a lot 
of skin diseases and upper- 
respiratory tract infections. A lot of 
times we had people who had been 
to the doctor and said that the 
doctor would listen to them and 
write a prescription, but never laid 
hands on them and examined them. 
They were very grateful that we 
took the time to examine them."

Teamwork from several area 
churches and businesses made the 
trip a success. Financial gifts from 
team members' family and friends, 
along with donations from 
parishioners of the Church of the

CLINIC from page 8

of fungal problems...allergies, athlete's foot and 
ringworm. The most common procedure we do is 
lancing abscesses," she said. "My skills as a nurse have 
really helped in this clinic. Taking blood pressure is not 
something all first-year med students have done before, 
so I show them how."

The clinic supplements the St. Vincent DePaul Health 
Clinic, which operates weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

"A lot of people are unable to come during those 
hours, so MCG staffs the evening clinic," said Elga. 
"Usually we see about a dozen patients per Thursday."

To further support the cause, the students are seeking 
donations of hygiene care packages for clinic patients. 
When items are available, the students distribute bags 
of personal-sized toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, 
soap, shampoo, lotion and socks.

"These items really can help improve their overall 
health and they are so grateful to receive them. They 
really appreciate the socks," said Elga.

Donated items can be delivered directly to the clinic 
at 1384 Greene Street, Monday through Friday, from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. To arrange a pick-up of large donations, 
contact Trade Parker, Salvation Army development 
director at (706) 826-7933.

For more information about faculty volunteer 
opportunities with the clinic, contact Dr. Bruce LeClair 
at ext. 1-0934.

Clean out the bathroom pantry: 
Help those in need

Do you have hotel-sized toiletries multiplying in 
your bathroom cabinet? These tiny shampoos, soaps 
and lotions could help a family in need. MCG 
medical students need your help to provide hygiene 
items to citizens in the CSRA.

Sanitation helps prevent disease and speeds 
healing. Many patients at the Salvation Army Clinic 
have no access to daily running water. Your items 
will be distributed to these families by MCG students 
and faculty.

Donated items can be delivered directly to the 
clinic at 1384 Greene Street, Monday through Friday, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. To arrange a campus drop-off, 
contact the Salvation Army Clinic student 
coordinators:

• Elga Tinger - etingermd@students.mcg.edu
• Onyinye Okpukpara - 

ookpukparamd@students.mcg.edu
• James Fletcher - jfletchermd@students.mcg.edu
• Sandra Scott - scottmd@students.mcg.edu

Four MCG employees were among a group of 15 on a medical mission trip to the Dominican 
Republic this summer. Page one photo, Dr. Saundra Turner holds a malnourished infant. 
(Photos provided)
Holy Comforter, the Church of Our 
Savior and St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church paid for the missionaries to 
travel and take supplies and 
prescriptions.

The trip also provided an 
opportunity to build spirituality and 
international friendships.

"For me, the best part of the trip 
was it showed me the needs of 
other people," said Mrs. Serrano. 
"Also, the relationship between the 
group was wonderful. It was

amazing how we worked together 
considering that nobody knows each 
other very well."

"It was a great experience. I want 
to go back," said Dr. Turner. "It's 
heart-warming to see people who 
are happy with having so little and 
so grateful for so little that you can 
do for them. There was so little that 
we could do in such a short period 
of time. We not only did a lot for 
them by showing that we cared, but

See DOMINICAN page 11

\ Voted "BEST BARBER SHOP" by the readers of Augusta Magazine J

Daniel Village Barber Shop
2522 WrightsboroRoad ^736-7230
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Inflammation study tests 
Down syndrome patients

by Christine Hurley Deriso

Almost all people with Down syndrome 
have periodontal disease, and an MCG dentist 
suspects that an abnormal inflammatory 
response is the culprit.

"We believe people with Down syndrome 
have genetic changes, or polymorphisms, that 
produce more inflammation than normal, 
leading to gum disease," said Dr. Ahmed 
Khocht, associate professor of periodontics 
and-principal investigator of an approximately 
half-million-dollar National Institutes of 
Health study to test his theory.

Periodontal disease is an inflammation of 
tissue surrounding and supporting the teeth, 
often caused by excess bacteria that left 
untreated can lead to tooth loss and systemic 
disease.

The disease is relatively common in the 
general population but is highly treatable with 
twice-yearly visits to the dentist and regular 
brushing and flossing. Yet proper oral hygiene 
seems insufficient to protect those with Down 
syndrome from periodontal disease, Dr. 
Khocht said.

"Eighty-five to 90 percent of people with 
Down syndrome have periodontal disease, and 
nothing else has explained the level of 
disease," he said. "We think perhaps there is 
something in their system that produces more 
inflammation than normal."

He plans to take blood samples of 300 
adults with Down syndrome during the three- 
year study, seeking genetic markers that 
trigger excess inflammation. If he and his

Dr. Ahmed Khocht

colleagues detect those markers, the finding 
will help dentists develop a treatment protocol 
specifically for this population.

The study should also provide critical 
information about the overall health of Down 
syndrome patients, Dr. Khocht said. "If our 
theory is correct, then people with Down 
syndrome are at higher risk for other 
inflammation-related diseases as well, 
including cardiac problems," he said.

Targeting the faulty inflammatory 
response for instance, by prescribing anti- 
inflammatory medication may have wide- 
ranging benefits for Down syndrome patients, 
Dr. Khocht said.

Adults with Down syndrome, with or 
without periodontal disease, are eligible to 
participate in Dr. Khocht's study. The patients 
are screened for eligibility and, if eligible, 
come in a for a second visit to have their 
gums examined. Blood is also drawn during 
the visit. For more information about the 
study, call the MCG Department of 
Periodontics at ext. 1-2442.

The electronic device under study is programmed to 
detect oncoming seizure activity in the brain, then send 
a brief electrical stimulus to stop it. (Phil Jones photo)

Implantable device designed to 
detect, stop seizures under study

by Toni Baker

A small electronic device implanted in the 
skull that detects oncoming seizures then 
delivers a brief electrical stimulus to the brain to | 
stop them is under study at the Medical College 
of Georgia.

MCG is among some dozen U.S. centers 
participating in a study to determine if the 
neurostimulator device can help patients whose 
seizures are not well controlled by drugs.

"We really want another option for treating 
patients who are not effectively helped by 
existing treatments," says Dr. Anthony Murro, 
neurologist, epileptologist and a principal 
investigator on the study. "If this works out, it 
could represent a new way of treating epilepsy because, unlike drug treatment where people live 
with the side effects of drugs they take every day to prevent seizures that may occur every few 
months, we would expect these patients to be asymptomatic."

"If this works as well as we hope it works, it could absolutely revolutionize epilepsy surgery," 
says Dr. Joseph Smith, MCG neurosurgeon specializing in stereotactic and functional surgery. 
Dr. Smith, who has performed epilepsy surgery at MCG Medical Center since 1985, says if the 
study proves the device is effective, he can see patients preferring the new approach to today's 
standard that often includes removing areas of the brain where abnormal electrical activity 
originates, called the seizure focus.

At MCG Medical Center, the device will be used in about 20 patients age 18-65 who have not 
gotten their seizures controlled on at least two medications and have at least four seizures per 
month; seizure activity is closely monitored through a diary and monthly doctor visits for three 
months before patients are eligible.

"We use the patient's seizure pattern which we recorded long before surgery to develop the 
parameters we use to detect future seizures," Dr. Smith says. During the procedure he creates a 
form-fitting defect for the device in the skull near the seizure focus and uses tiny screws to hold 
it securely in place. Once he implants the device, up to two electrodes are placed within the 
brain near the seizure focus. Afterward, a modified laptop computer is used to look at electrical 
activity picked up by the neurostimulator and to program the device to recognize the patient's 
seizure activity. If the neurostimulator detects abnormal activity, it sends an electrical stimulus

See SEIZURE page 16

Milestones
Nursing textbook online

A textbook co-edited by Dr. 
Cynthia Chernecky, professor of

nursing science and 
graduate studies at 
MCG, will be 
included in an 
online library of 
clinical nursing 
references called 
Nursing Consult.

Nursing Consult, 
a Web site 
developed by the

international book company, Elsevier, 
is scheduled to go live in 2005 as a 
reference source for professional 
nurses. Elsevier maintains a similar 
Web site, MD Consult, for physicians. 
The sites are purchased by hospitals 
and clinics for instance references for 
their staffs. 

Dr. Chernecky's book, Clinical

Dr. Chernecky

Medical Surgical Nursing: A 
Decision-Making Reference, was 
published in 2002 by W.B. Saunders. 
Her co-editor, Beverly George-Gay, is 
a former assistant professor in the 
MCG School of Nursing, and many 
members of the faculty contributed 
text.

"It is truly an honor to all of us 
(involved in the book) to be chosen 
out of all the medical-surgical books 
out there to be included," said Dr. 
Chernecky.

"The clinical reference promotes 
critical thinking and emphasizes 
client care by helping nurses make 
the best possible decisions for 130 
medical-surgical conditions and 
procedures," according to the book's 
description on Amazon.com. "It is a 
quick yet comprehensive reference 
for today's nursing practice based on 
research and real-world practice."

Dr. Terns

Dr. Terns named to board
Dr. David Terns, Porubsky chair of 

the Department of Otolaryngology- 
Head and Neck 
Surgery, was 
named to the 
board of directors 
of the Georgia 
Society of 
Otolaryngology.

The association 
is dedicated to 
improving of 
otolaryngologic care of Georgians and 
the continuing education of 
Otolaryngology health care 
professionals in the state. The society 
is accredited by the Medical 
Association of Georgia and recognized 
by the American Academy of 
Otolaryngology.

Dr. Terns is a 1988 graduate of 
Duke University Medical School. He 
completed his Otolaryngology/head 
and neck surgery residency at 
Stanford University Medical Center as 
well as a fellowship in advanced head 
and neck oncologic surgery in 1994 
before joining the Stanford faculty. Dr.

Terns joined MCG in 2002.
His clinical interests are minimally 

invasive surgery of thyroid and 
parathyroid disorders and salivary 
gland tumors. His research interests 
include translational studies of novel 
surgeries for thyroid and other head 
and neck cancers, including robotic 
neck surgery.

He is on the editorial board of 
Laryngoscope, Operative Techniques of 
Otolaryngology and Microsurgery.

Obituaries
Dr. John "Jack" T. Hayes, spouse 

of Pat Lynch-Hayes, a clinical nurse 
specialist in the School of Nursing, 
died July 31, at age 64. Dr. Hayes 
received a bachelor's degree in 
biology from Amherst College and a 
doctorate from Cornell University. He 
completed a postdoctoral fellowship 
in ecology at the Savannah River Site 
Ecology Laboratory. He was a 
professor of biology at Paine College. 
Dr. Hayes sang with the Augusta 
Choral Society and the Augusta 
Collegium Musicum. He was a 
member of the Unitarian Universalist

Church of Augusta where he sang in 
the choir. In addition to his wife of 24 
years, survivors include son Jonathan 
Hayes; daughter Dianne Doss; son 
Robert Hayes; sisters Margery Miller 
and Susan Hartman; brother Bill 
Hayes and two grandchildren. 
Memorials may be made to the 
Unitarian Church or to the 
Southeastern Natural Sciences 
Academy.

Velma Garner, a retired sterile- 
processing coordinator in the Central 
Supply Department, died Aug. 17, at 
age 57. Ms. Garner served MCG for 
34 years. She was a member of 
Beulah Grove Baptist Church where 
she served on the Missionary 
Ministry, Activity Ministry and 
Recovery Ministry. Survivors include 
sons Anthony Jerome Garner and 
Vincent Troy Garner; grandsons 
Anthony Jerome Garner Jr., and Tyler 
Brandon Garner; nephew Melvin 
Brown; niece JaQuitta Williams; and 
cousins Nellie Ruth Williams, Edna 
Muns, Catherine Erasure and David 
Crane.
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VENT CELLS from page 1

The August review article 
chronicles the cells' discovery and 
documentation of their presence in 
every tissue that Dr. Sohal's research 
team has examined, including the 
gastrointestinal tract, heart, liver, 
blood vessels, inner ear and skull. 
"There aren't a huge number of 
them in most tissues," says Dr. 
Dickinson. "But what is exciting 
about VENT cells is that if you 
interfere with VENT cells arriving at 
those target tissues, you appear to 
cause major disruptions in 
development."

Now Dr. Dickinson is part, of the 
team answering additional questions 
such as the origin of VENT cells, the 
exact role they play in target tissues 
and if they are the source of 
undifferentiated adult stem cells kept 
in reserve by all tissues

In fact, Dr. Dickinson already has 
applied for a National Institutes of 
Health grant to further explore the 
role of VENT cells in craniofacial 
development and the genes that 
distinguish VENT cells from others. 
To help explore their multi-potential 
status, he wants to answer questions 
such as: Can you take VENT cells 
from elsewhere in the embryo, move 
them to the craniofacial area and 
supplement function?

The research challenges long-held 
notions about what type of cells 
form what type of tissue. For

DOMINICAN from page 9
they did so much for us by 
renewing our faith and our ability to 
reach across cultural lines and help 
each other. We became a family in 
that short period of time."

"I did it to build relationships 
with people through Jesus Christ," 
said Ms. Carter. "We wanted to 
have the hands-on experience with 
the people and let them know that

example, with the gastrointestinal 
tract, future scientists and physicians 
learn that the enteric nervous 
system, which innervates the tract, 
comes from neural crest cells. 
Smooth muscle cells come from one 
of the body's three basic germ layers 
called the mesoderm. The 
epithelium comes from the 
endoderm, another germ layer. The 
science is showing that VENT cells 
contribute to all these tissues.

Challengers say VENT cells are 
not distinctive, rather artifacts or 
aberrations. But Dr. Dickinson says 
the review paper addresses 
detractors by showing how VENT 
cells help make the body's four 
tissue types - nerve, muscle, 
connective and epithelial tissues. It 
also clearly points out how the cells 
are identified using four distinct 
labeling mechanisms and points to 
potential technical problems in two 
reports where scientists looked in 
vain for VENT cells.

"This tells us that VENT cells are 
remarkable cells. They are 
important. If you take them away 
you have heart defects, craniofacial 
defects, gut defects and so on," Dr. 
Dickinson says. "So you need them," 
he says of VENT cells, the first 
source of new cells identified in the 
embryo since 1868.

Many questions remain about 
what the cells do, but the MCG

we are all brothers and sisters, no 
matter where we live."

Planning is under way for next 
summer - another medical mission 
trip with a vacation Bible school 
element for children and some 
form of community health 
education.

"The fact that they had not had 
a missionary team in four years 
was big learning curve for things 
to do and not to do for next

scientists consider their existence no 
longer up for debate.

"They clearly migrate through the 
cranial nerves. They reach target 
tissue. What they do there, that is 
the exciting part. We don't know 
yet," Dr. Dickinson says. "We know 
where they end up and that they are 
doing something very important 
along the way," noting that the 
effect of their removal seems 
disproportionate with their relatively 
small numbers.

"It's not that these cells are 
providing a cell type that is not 
available from any other source," Dr. 
Sohal says. "So why have a 
population of cells which does not 
follow established principles of 
development? Why have a cell 
population that is multi-potential, 
that is capable of forming every kind 
of tissue in our body?"

The researchers say it's because 
VENT cells have a role in every 
tissue, the first of which may be 
connecting the central nervous 
system with its target tissues, noting 
how the cells travel with nerves then 
move ahead of them as if showing 
the way. "Nerves could be following 
certain cues left behind by VENT 
cells," Dr. Sohal says. "That is what 
we think. We have to experimentally 
test that."

They also think that VENT cells 
may work like the Federal Reserve

summer," said Ms. Carter.
"I want to be able to go back and 

help them with basic needs," said 
Dr. Turner. "I'm hoping next year 
we can go back with students and 
do a community assessment and 
teach them how to work on some 
basic health issues."

Health care professionals 
interested in participating should 
call the Church of the Holy 
Comforter at (706) 210-1133.

Medical Center Inn & Suites
Special hospital rates for patients, relatives, and students!

$45 and up SINGLE (plus tax)
• Complimentary deluxe breakfast bar • In-room coffee maker •
Microwave • Refrigerators • Hairdryers • Iron & ironing board •

Business center • FREE wireless broadband Internet & local calls
• 25" TVs with cable • HBO and in-room movies •

ASK FOR SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES
706-724-5560

1103 15th Street • Augusta GA • 30901 • medicalcenterinn@yahoo.com

System works for banks: as a 
centralized source that supplies stem 
cells to all tissues. "We have a pool 
of stem cells in every tissue but we 
don't know the source of these cells 
in adults," Dr. Sohal says. "VENT 
cells would be a simple way of 
providing stem cells to various 
tissues because nerves connect to 
every tissue and you would not be

dependent on every muscle, every 
nerve, every bone to make sure you 
keep a small reserve," Dr. Sohal says.

The work to date has been in 
chicken, quail and duck embryos 
and one of many projects is to move 
into the mouse model to enable 
detailed genetic studies.

Dr. Sohal's research is funded by 
three NIH grants.

CATERING
CONVENIENCE.

When you think of Atlanta Bread Company®, don't just think "bread." 

Think of party platters stacked high with fresh-baked pastries, cookies

and desserts.Think of boxed lunches filled with savory sandwiches... and 

crisp, delicious salad trays for all to enjoy.Think of us to cater your next 

special event or meeting! Atlanta Bread Company - More than just bread.

AUGUSTA
255 A ROBERT DANIEL PKWY.

(TARGET SHOPPING CENTER)

706-736-1551
MON-THURS 7AM-9PM

FRI-SAT 7AM-10PM

SUN 8AM-9PM

ATLANTA
I BREAD 
COMPANY

atfantabread.com

on 15th Street across from the MCG Annex

^7*4-330*

All you care to eat:
Salad 
Cavatini 
Breadsticks 
Pizza asitE"

AT A DELICIOUS PRICE:

$^997 for 2 people!

ur favorite

FAMILY PACK

19
SPECIAL OFFER GOOD FOR A LIMITED TIME

large Piiia Any Way You Want It 
Large 1-Topping Pix*a 
Side Order of Breadsticks 
ft S-Liter

FOR ANY WAV YOU WANT IT, CHOOSE UP TO 3 TOPPINGS ANY LOVER'S 
LINE OR SUPREME, SUPER SUPREME $1 MORE. VALID ON PAN, THIN 'N 
CRISPV AND HAND-TOSSED STYLE PIZZA ONE COUPON PER PARTY PER 
VISIT NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON OR OFFER.

WE'RE OPEN 11-11 SEVEN DAYS
I

L-,

We Deliver!
Limited delivery area. $8 minimum order.
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Marks Church Stevens Creek 
Commons Commons
868-08891868-5020

APARTMENTS
www.corcoranapts.com   www.rent.net

GREAT ROOMMATE FLOORPLANS • SPACIOUS 1 & 2 
BEDROOM SUITES • SHORT-TERM FURNISHED APIS 
• SPECIALS FOR MCG STAFF AND STUDENTS •

^ Corcoran Management Company
"" No pets please • Equal Housing Opportunity

COME BY FOR A TOUR TODAY!

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL!
One month free rent

Friendly, relaxed living 
Spacious 2 & 3 bedroom apartments

Call today for details! • 733-3823

• 30-DAY CASH ADVANCE
perfect for short-term cash emergencies!
• SI6NATURE LOANS
low monthly payments!
• CAR I If IE LOANS
E-Z monthly payments!
Attention new customers: Get your 
first loan or cash advance loan for 
30 days interest-free!
• Serving the CSRA for 30 years!
• State of GA Licensed and Regulated

We have the money 
you need... 
when you need it!

tsr

STATE OF GA LICENSED AND REGULATED. ALL LOANS SUBJECT TO OUR LIBERAL CREDIT POLICY AND LIMITATIONS.

905 GREENE STREET • (706) 724-9985

"jTbr over 36 years,
we've been helping

folks at MCG."
Different homes.

Same results since 1967.
Call Stewart and Laura.

phin3324@bellsouth.net 
office: (706) 863-8953 
home: (706) 733-4138

Just say yes! Let our family help your family"

Super 
_Sperm

ATTENTION MEN
Supplement your income while helping others.

SPERM Donors Needed
Xytex Corporation is seeking sperm donors meeting these requirements:
age 18-38 • healthy • educated • attractive • Augusta-area resident for at least the coming year

Contact us today for more information about how you can earn up to

$1200 a month
706.733.0130Xytex

M| CORPORATION

Visit the Beeper on the worldwide web: http://www.mcg.edu/iiews/beeper/index.htm
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Campus beat
The following incidents were recorded by the MCG Public
Safety Department. Periodic reports of crime-related news '
on campus are posted in conjunction with federal, state and
local laws and are intended to maximize campus safety and awareness. To report crimes
or suspicious activity, call MCG Public Safety at 1-2911 or #2911 from a cellular phone.

New laws address traffic accidents

Burglary - Macuch Steel
A burglary was reported to the 

Richmond County Sheriff's 
Department at Macuch Steel, 1527 
Augusta Avenue, adjacent to the 
Lancing B. Lee Warehouse. Between 
Aug. 14 at noon and Aug. 16 at 4:37 
a.m. the business was entered by 
breaking out an office window. 
Tools were reported missing. 
Anyone with information 
concerning this incident should 
contact the Richmond County 
Sheriff's Department at (706) 821- 
1080.

Vehicle Theft - Ervin Towers
A vehicle theft was reported to 

the Richmond County Sheriff's 
Department in the parking lot of 
Ervin Towers, 1365 Laney-Walker 
Boulevard. A 1978 white 
Oldsmobile 98 Regency was 
reported stolen on Aug. 17 between 
1 and 2 p.m. Anyone with 
information concerning this incident 
should contact the Richmond 
County Sheriff's Department at 
(706) 821-1080.

Vehicle Break-In
On Aug. 17 between 12:30 and 

12:45 a.m., a white 1994 Jeep 
Cherokee was entered while it was 
parked in the parking lot between 
Residence IV and V. The vehicle had 
been left unsecured. A purse was 
reported missing. Anyone with 
information about this incident 
should contact the MCG Police at 
ext. 1-2911.

Protect yourself and your property!
  Do not leave property - 
especially face plates or after- 
market stereo equipment - in your 
vehicle visible to passers-by.
  Never leave your keys in a 
parked vehicle, even if you think 
they are hidden.
  Carry your vehicle keys in your 
hand and be ready to unlock the 
door as soon as you get to the 
vehicle.
  Use the campus escort service, 
available 24 hours a day.
  Wear your MCG or MCG Health, 
Inc. photo identification on 
campus.

D 2004 Daniel R. Pearson. All rights reserved — Dr. SamuelJohnson, 1709 - 1784

DIRECTIONS: Recreate a timeless nugget of wisdom by using the 
letters in each vertical column to fill the boxes above them. Once any 
letter is used, cross it out in the lower half of the Buzzle. Letters may 
only be used once. Black squares indicate spaces between words, and 
words may extend onto a second line. Solution on page 15.

The Georgia legislature has passed a law 
requiring new procedures for drivers involved in a 
motor vehicle accident.

When a motor vehicle accident occurs with no 
apparent serious injury or death, drivers must 
remove the vehicles in the accident from the 
immediate confines of the roadway into the 
shoulder, emergency lane or median. The vehicle 
driver(s), or any occupant with a valid driver's 
license, should move vehicles from the roadway 
only if it can be done safely and the vehicle can be 
normally and safely driven. If the vehicle requires 
towing, or if operating it would cause further 
damage to the vehicle or hinder traffic, do not 
move the vehicle.

"The bottom line of this new legislation is, if 
there are no injuries and vehicles can be operated

safely, then move them out of the roadway to a safe 
place," said Director of Public Safety Mitch Jones. 
"As soon as possible, call the local law enforcement 
agency and wait for them to come take information 
for the accident report."

A driver involved in an accident may ask any 
person with a valid driver's license to move the 
vehicle for him, however that driver will not be 
liable or at fault regarding the cause of the 
accident.

Drivers still must file accident reports with the 
appropriate local law enforcement agency. To 
report a traffic accident on MCG property, call MCG 
Police at ext. 1-2911. To report a traffic accident on 
city streets such as Walton Way or 15th Street, call 
the Richmond County Sheriff's Department by 
dialing 911.

ACROSS
I D-Backs' stadium 
7 Mt. Vintage golf tourn. 

authority
II Huge CSRA employer
14 Where Germany is
15 The "A" of CSRA
16 Permit
17 Closer
18 Rip
19 "All About __"
20 Business owner 
23 Ritalin letters?
26 Israeli circle dance
27 Fx with bone showing
28 Dessert made with peanut 

butter?
29 Augusta native Dub ____

of Hollywood fame 
32 Purple precipitation?
34 Popular ISP
35 Axilla
39 Underwriter
41 Dormer window
42 Second of two
43 Physique
44 Tidal type
45 Worships
47 Loneliest number
48 Soon (archaic) 
51 Eve's garden
53 Fencing sword
54 Third Sunday before Lent
58 Bronze or Gilded
59 "Lonely Supermodel" band
60 1998 Winter Olympics 

host city
64 Female fowl
65 "Lt. Jordan O'Neil," to friends
66 Previously (Lit. or archaic)
67 Drip feeders?
68 Figure skating jump
69 Walk with long steps

DOWN
1 First down yardage
2 Tint
3 Pitcher's stat
4 Drilled
5 In business
6 Shelflike sleeping space
7 On the side
8 Late night gas purchase?
9 Equipment

10 River in central Switzerland
11 REM activity
12 Theatrical entertainment
13 Dean David
21 Helicopter blade
22 Greg or Jessye
23 T.S. Eliot's crudest month
24 Ross or Krall
25 Robbery flick with Gene 

Hackman and Delroy Lindo
30 Extol
31 Ogre of Tolkien

e 2004 Daniel R. Pearson. All rights reserved.

33 Nodding; having its top bent 
downward

34 Common prefix for -bic
36 Before surgery .
37 Silly
38 Indian tent
40 Blood cell type
41 Misplaces
43 Torment
46 System of rule
48 1st word in 7-A tourney
49 Desert region in S Israel
50 Unfolds
52 Rule of ___ (in burns)
53 Enthusiastic
55 Fed food agency
56 Highest point
57 Trading center
61 Black bird
62 Incline head
63 To be under obligation

Solution on page 15
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The Department of Oral Rehabilitation needs patients who 
would like to have whiter teeth. The Medical College of Georgia, 
School of Dentistry, Department of Oral Rehabilitation, needs 
patients who want whiter teeth to participate in the evaluation of 
a tooth whitening system administered by dentist. Patients must 
be 21 or older and in good general health. The Human Assurance 
Committee of the Medical College of Georgia has approved the 
study. Patients may benefit by improved esthetic appearance. The 
study will last six months. The material will be supplied free to 
the subjects.

Principal Investigator: Dr. William D. Browning 
Department of Oral Rehabilitation

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT

DEBBIE NUNLEY OR ANGELA STEEN 
(706) 721-0868   Mon-Fri 8 am - 5 pm

Check www.sraphic365.com for our cool new 
"MED SCHOOL T-SHIRTS"

All are swell sweat-shop-free non-scrubs with made-in-the-USA quality.

Why did you make 
a doctor apintment?

saw this adorable pink pi!! 
on TV and the ad said, 

"Ask your doctor."

\

Thanks for supporting our advertisers!"

Making rounds? 
1 Stop by sraphic365.com today. 

Visit often for updates and new offerings.

www.sraphic365.com $16.95 + S&H

can 262-4001
or visit 

enterprisemill.comLOFT APARTMENTS
Walking distance to MCG

Loft and studio apartments with original 
maple floors, window blinds & ceiling fans,

cable connections, large double- 
insulated windows, fitness center, and more.

Listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places

Artwork used with permission of CMC Development Office and artist Donna Whaley.

CONVENIENT TO MCG

W\LDEN HILLS
APARTMENT HOMES

LUXURIOUS   TRANQUIL   CONVENIENT

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM HOMES
Gated Community   Loft Apartments 

Superior Amenities Package

1O35 ALEXANDER DRIVE

733-OO64
MOMMA

A
Washington Rd / Caihoun Exp.

Walton Way
MCG

www.UnitedResidentialProperties.com
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TGIF is back from summer vacation!
Bring your student ID to the Wellness Center Sept. 10 from 7-10 p.m, 

for the Student Government Association's first TGIF of the academic year!

Featuring music by Sulcus Groove, a.k.a. Med Students Who Rock. 

Dinner from Famous Dave's for the first 400 attendees!

Student identification is required. Student guests must be 21 or older. For more information, call the SGA office at exl 1-3357.

Congratulations!
Hailun Qian found her name hidden hi the Stevens Creek 

and Marks Church Commons apartments ad in our last issue.
HAILUN WON A COOL $50.00!!!

WILL YOUR NAME BE HIDDEN IN THIS ISSUE?
CHECK OUR ADS TO FIND OUT! AND REMEMBER: 

CALL BEFORE THE FRIDAY NOON DEADLINE!

MCG Marketplace
VEHICLES .

2001 HYUNDAI TIBURON. 48,725 miles. 10 
yr/100,000 mile warranty. Excellent condition! 
$9,000 (negotiable) 736-1284

MISCELLANEOUS ————————————

FOR SALE Button making machine includes cut 
ter and computer program disk. All automatic. 
$400. Call Doris: 729-1829

YAMAHA TENOR SAX with case and music 
stand $795 854-1121

MATTRESS SET Brand new Queen size: $129 
Full size: $114. Delivery avail. (706) 533-5895

KING MATTRESS and boxsprings. Never used. 
$249. Delivery avail. (706) 533-5895

QUEEN PILLOWTOP MATTRESS SET still in 
plastic. $149. Delivery avail. (706) 533-5895

VACATION RENTALS.

EDISTO BEACH 3rd row. Queen, 3 doubles, 2 
twins. Sat - Sat $300 refundable deposit. $1100 
week. (803) 874-4578

HILTON HEAD Condo near beach, 2 bdrm, 2'/2 
bath, poolside. Sleeps six. Shopping, restaurants 
nearby. $110 nightly. (912) 282-1036

WANTED

NANNY NEEDED Busy physician in need of 
nanny for 11-yr old son. Live-in if possible, but 
not required. When on call, would need to stay 
all night. Light housekeeping duties w/dinner 
prep 4-5 nights a week, homework supervision, 
must have driver's license to drive to after- 
school activities. Car provided. Some weekends 
required. Please fax resume to 722-9647

HOUSEKEEPING Call Sherry: (803) 648-6322

LOVE BABIES? Nanny needed Tues & Thurs, 
other weekdays negotiable. Must have car, refs. 
Call Karen: 736-4873

SERVICES.

SKILLED CARPENTER Remodeling, repairs, 
additions, decks and trim. FREE estimates. 
(706) 556-8187 - (cell) 589-4268

MAID SERVICE College student will clean 
your home! Tuesdays or Thursdays. Call 
Jennifer: (706) 339-0877 (References provid 
ed upon request)

HOUSE CLEANING Need a professional, 
dependable individual to clean your house? 
Call Winnie (706) 738-9462. References pro 
vided upon request.

POWELL'S PAINTING & HOME REPAIR
Interior and exterior painting, replacement of

rotten wood, home improvements. Expect a 
quality job. Free estimates. Licensed, bonded 
and insured. 25 years experience. Call (706) 
592-9083 or (706) 831-3034

PATCHES Home Repair (706) 738-0911 or 
(706) 231-0371

CHILD CARE Live-in child care. Local au pair 
program now accepting applications for sum 
mer arrivals. Average: $253 per week per fami 
ly, not per child. Call April Stanley: (706) 790- 
7327 or (800) 618-2002 www.EurAupair.com

HOMES, APARTMENTS,
ROOMMATES, ETC. ___________

FOR RENT Kings Woods, 2 mi from MCG. 2 
bdrm, 1 bath home. Hardwood floors, W/D con 
nections. $625/month. Call 836-0400

REMODELED 2 bdrm, 1 bath with Ig. study 
and eat-in kitchen. Fenced yard, HW floors, 
DW & W/D. $650. Deposit, credit check & 
lease. 1621 Monte Sano Ave, 364-7165

FOR RENT 2 bdrm older house for rent. 
Walking distance to MCG. Central H/A. 
Excellent roommate house. Appliances incl, 
W/D hookups. $550 month + deposit Call 
855-7286

FEMALE ROOMMATE NEEDED 3 bdrm 
house w/FR W/D, patio, clean & peaceful neigh 
borhood off Washington Rd. 4 mi from campus. 
Seeking responsible, non-smoking individual. 
$275/mo + utils. Call 706-474-4507 or e- 
mail: marie@southcross.com
SUMMERVILLE 2 bedrm condo, 1 bath , new 
paint kitchen carpet Beautiful safe area. Avail, 
now. $550/mo 863-7256/855-0557 No pets

ROOMMATE WANTED 3 BDRM, Pool, Fitness, 
Parking, Free Laundry 10 Min. from hospital, 
$395 Includes all. 738-0224 Michele

FEMALE ROOMMATE NEEDED non-smok 
ing. 2 Bdrm/2 Bath Apt, 15 minutes from 
MCG. W/D included, pool, fitness. $400/mo 
+ util. (706)414-7200

HILL AREA 1 BR Apartment with private 
outside entrance Recently remodeled. Close to 
Schools Water included $275 a month plus 
$275 deposit 833-8685

SUMMERVILLE STUCCO BUNGALOW 3 
bdrm, 2 bath home for rent. 1 MILE to MCG, 
immaculate condition. W/D hook-ups. Central 
H/A. Hardwood floors throughout. $8QO/mo 
833-8685/733-7647

HILL COTTAGE 1 bdrm efficiency cottage 
w/eat-in kitchen. Large closet, tiled bath. Water 
incl. $335/mo 833-8685/733-7647

FOR RENT Beautiful 2 bdrm 2 bath town- 
houses. $695/mo. 627-4833

FOR SALE 4 bdrm, 2'A bath home in Watervale 
subdv on Stevens Creek. LR, DR, den w/FR deck, 
and office. Stevens Creek Elementary, Riverside, 
Lakeside schools. $199,000 Call 860-4452
NORTH AUGUSTA 1 bedrm apt, private deck, 
totally furnished, W/D, linens. Rent includes 
water. $650/mo. + utils, first and last mo. rent. 
Call (706) 799-6101
THREE BEDROOM, THREE FULL BATH
Townhouse in West Augusta- 2years old. Single 
car garage; all landscaped. Asking price 
$104,900 seller will pay closing cost. 706-399- 
9182 or 706-294-1721

FOR RENT Tubman Home, 2 mi from MCG, 3 
bdrm/1 bath, Tile/Hardwood Floor, 
$595/month, 733-6497

...wherein we hide (with fiendish cleverness) the names of randomly 
chosen students and employees — one per issue — then slather them 
with cash if they manage to find their name. If your name is hidden in 
one of the advertisements in this issue, you'll score fifty dollars. Sure, 
it pays to read the Beeper.
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden with 
in one of the ads in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, call the Beeper busi 
ness office (706-860-5455) or notify us via e-mail (graphicadv@knology.net) before noon on 
Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 
FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not call. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or 
employed by MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is 
responsible for printing errors which may make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other 
newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more than one person has the same hidden name, 
the first person to claim the prize is the sole winner. 7. Prizes awarded to winners may vary 
from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

ROOM FOR RENT Pleasant room, private i 
bath, phone, cable. Use of kitchen, laundry. No 
smoking. $350/mo, half-month deposit. (706) 
738-5011

FOR RENT Townhouse, 2BR, 1.5BA W/Fp, 
Close to MCG/120, Water/Trash Included, 
$550/month, 951-5546

APARTMENTS FOR RENT College Station 
Apartments: fully furnished, utility allowance, 
on-site management, indiv. leases, POOL, free 
parking. (706) 733-1266 - 3105 Wrightsboro 
Road. Rents from $240

FOR RENT 2 bdrm 1 bath house, Cent H&A, 
hardwood floors, ceiling fans, $500/mo + dep, 
Lease & Refs. Near MCG 863-9102

FOR RENT: 4bd/2ba lovely home off Wheeler 
Rd. Fenced yard. No Pets. $1000. Call 736- 
5513

THE BUZZLE SOLVED •
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SEE PAGE 13 •

QrtTMoN
QUOTATION BUZZLE SOLUTION: 

Page 13: "Those who do not fed 
pain seldom think that it is felt. "

  Samuel Johnson 1709 - 1784

r -----( MCG Marketplace )-----,

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
Name

Address
MCG extension (if applicable): ad mav not contain

1 ' ' an MCG extension
Home phone:
Category of ad (leave blank if unsure):

AD (write one word per line, including home phone number):

.25 .50 .75

1 .00 1 .25 1 .50

1.75 2.00 2.25

2.50 2.75 3.00

4.00 4.25 4.50

4.75 5.00 5.25

5.50 5.75 6.00

6.25 6.50 6.75

7.00 7.25 7.50

7.75 8.00 8.25

8.50 8.75 9.00

Copy this form or continue on additional sheet if more space needed.

Send this form with payment to:
Graphic Advertising, PO Box 397, Augusta, GA 30903-0397

Total ad cost by number of words above: $
Multiply by number of times ad to run: x

Total submitted: $
MCG Marketplace ads are 25 f per word per issue, pre-paid and non-refundable 

(payment: check or money order payable to Graphic Advertising, or place online 
at www.graphic365.com). Ads for the next issue (Sept. 16) must be received in 

writing not later than Sept 10. (We publish every other Thursday)
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MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA

Drs. Anthony Hum (left) and Joseph Smith are investigating a small, electronic device to detect oncoming seizures and stop them. (Phil 
Jones photo)

SEIZURE... from page 10 
to stop it, a stimulus that appears to 
go unnoticed by patients, the 
doctors say. Study patients will be 
followed for about two years to 
assess how well the device works.

MCG doctors already have used it 
as a temporary measure to try and 
stop seizures in 15 patients whose 
seizure activity already was being 
monitored. In one patient with 
frequent seizures, they were able to 
compare seizure activity with and 
without the stimulation in an effort 
to further analyze its contribution 
to stopping seizures. The 
experience prompted the MCG 
doctors to want to study the 
implantable device.

Doctors already have experience 
using electrical activity to help 
control seizures. A pacemaker-like 
device called the vagus nerve 
stimulator has been used for about 
six years that regularly electrically 
stimulates the vagal nerve in the 
neck, sending signals to the brain. 
The vagus nerve stimulator has 
helped reduce seizure frequency 
without bad side effects but is 
unlikely to make many patients 
seizure-free. "If they still have a 
seizure, even just one every several 
months, most patients still have 
trouble driving, getting and keeping 
a job and living a normal life," Dr. 
Murro says. "So the goal is to stop 
all seizures."

They also have years of 
experience using electrical 
stimulation in the brain, including 
deep brain stimulation which uses 
high-frequency stimulation to inhibit 
overactive areas of the brain 
involved in movement in patients 
with Parkinson's disease.

About 1 in 200 people have 
seizures and about 2 out of 3 
cannot get their seizures under

control with one or more 
medications. Some patients also are 
not candidates for traditional 
epilepsy surgery where the seizure 
focus is removed because the 
location of the focus increases the 
risk of resulting problems or 
deficits. "This device may be a 
major help for those patients, I 
think," Dr. Smith says.

He and Dr. Murro also agree that 
the implantable neurostimulator 
may benefit many epilepsy patients 
in the future. "We would expect

that hospitalization and risk of 
complication would be much, much 
less than that of traditional epilepsy 
surgery," Dr. Murro says.

As with other epilepsy surgery, 
they also hope this new approach 
will provide a lifelong solution, 
requiring only battery replacement. 
Animal studies have shown no 
adverse effects from long-term 
implantation.

For more information about the 
study, call Dr. Patty Ray, study 
coordinator, at ext.1-6260.

PRINTING & COPYING SERVICES
"Printing for Less" at MCG Printing Services
+ Typesetting/Design * Newsletters
*• Manuals * Business Cards *
* Letterheads * Brochures *

* fy Pads * Forms * Calendars *
* Labels * Folders * Flyers *
* Complete Bindery Services * 

Call 721-3575 * FAX: 721-4785 
Annex II, HT-1220

and available at Copying Services
* Posters * Book Binding * Print on Demand * Black & White &

Color Copies * Color Transparencies * Multi-page Enlargements +
* Custom Coasters * Mouse Pads * Canvas Tote Bags *
* Walk-up copiers for express card users at R&F Building * 

ELECTRONIC JOB SUBMISSION: 
copycenter@mcg.edu

"You don't even have to learn' your desk to get the job done!" 
CaH 721-3333 4 FAX: 721-2676 

Annex II, HT1200
Convenient on campus printing and copying, 

FREE pickup and delivery.

Like I always say, 
"You're deeper when you Beeper."

Stay informed. Don't miee an issue.

Moving Systems 
UNITED

Residential and 
Commercial Moves

Competitive Prices, 
Superior Value

Free Estimates

Professional Packing 
Services

Full-Value Replacement 
Protection Available

24 Hour Tracking

706.793.0186 or toil free 888.299.0186
wiMiMLadslmovlng.com

3122 Mike Padgett Hwy, Augusta, GA

//;<• CSRA'stl Moi:

Your professional 
source for 
complete data 
management -

Desktop Pick-up and Delivery1 
X-Ray and iWedical Storage 
Business and Legal Storage 
On-Site File Purging 
On-Site Record Destruction 
24-7 Access to Records 
Complete Customer Reporting 
Web Access

706,793.0186 
888.299.0186 toll free
3122 Mike Padgett Hwy, Augusta, GA 
www.augustadatastorage.com

AUGUSTA


