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Dr. Mohamed Sharawy works at a transmission electron microscope as part of his research on bone induction.

MCG researchers search for 
alternative to bone grafts

Jeri Click

Researchers at MCG are 
trying to grow bone tissue in 
shapes that could be used to 
correct bone defects.

Growing bone tissue would 
allow doctors and dentists   
who now graft bone into defects 
such as gaps caused by bullets, 
other traumatic events, tumors 
and congenital abnormalities   
to get around certain problems 
that accompany bone grafts, 
said Dr. Mohamed Sharawy, 
professor and coordinator of 
anatomy in MCG's School of 
Dentistry.

Bone grafts require two 
operations   a preliminary

operation to get bone for graf 
ting from one part of the pa 
tient's body or from a donor, 
and then a second operation to 
correct the bone defect. Ideal 
ly, only one operation to fix 
the bone defect would be per 
formed, said Sharawy, who also 
is professor of anatomy in 
MCG's Schools of Medicine 
and Graduate Studies.

A second problem with 
bone grafts is that they may 
cause disfigurement, Sharawy 
said.

The bone graft is usually 
resorbed (in essence, it breaks 
down) in six weeks to six 
months and is replaced by the 
patient's own bone. But the pa-

BEEPER deadline changes to Monday

The deadline for submit 
ting articles or information for 
publication in Beeper, MCG's 
biweekly employee newsletter, 
has been changed.

Information is now due on 
Monday, the week prior to 
publication. For example, infor 
mation for the Jan. 29 issue of 
Beeper must be submitted to 
the Division of Institutional 
Relations no later than Jan. 20.

Information for the Feb. 12 
issue must be submitted by Feb. 
3; the Feb. 26 issue, by Feb. 17; 
the March 12 issue, by March 
3; the March 26 issue, by March 
17; and so on.

Send articles and informa 
tion to Jeri Click/Beeper, 
AI-112. If you have suggestions 
for articles, need assistance or 
would like further information, 
contact Click at ext. 2124.

tient's bone does not grow in 
the right shape, he said.

As a result, researchers are 
looking for an alternative to 
bone grafts, and one possibili 
ty is bone induction.

Bone induction is when a 
cell from the skin or some other 
part of the body is induced   
essentially, persuaded   to turn 
into a bone cell. It is persuaded 
by proteins, called inducer pro 
teins, that alter the genetic 
material of the original cell, 
changing its shape and 
function.

About three years ago, 
Sharawy and Dr. Mahmoud 
Hosny, a former MCG graduate 
student, found it was possible to 
induce skin cells in the ab 
domens of adult rats to form 
cartilage cells. The cartilage 
cells then transformed into 
bone-forming cells to produce 
bone and bone marrow. In 
other words, the researchers 
used demineralized bone 
powder containing inducer pro 
teins to grow bone just under 
the skin of rats' abdomens. 
Later they found the same 
thing could be done in Rhesus 
monkeys, primates with a 
metabolism similar to man's.

Findings from these studies 
cont'd on p. 4

Construction begins on center; 
targeted for completion May 1

Jeri Click

MCG President Dr. Jesse L. Steinfeld recently announced that 
construction has begun on a 6,000-square-foot day care center for 
children of MCG faculty, staff and students.

The facility, being built on Old Bailie Street east of Walton Way, 
should be completed and occupied by May 1. It will accommodate 
100 to 125 children, said Thomas R. Pearre Jr., director of manage 
ment services at MCG.

A private developer is building the facility, which will be self- 
supporting, and MCG will lease and operate it. At the end of five 
years, MCG will have the option to purchase it, Pearre said.

Suitable land for expansion is available at the present site if future 
demand warrants a larger facility, he said.

The center will be for infants to pre-adolescents and will have 
an administrative area, kitchen, restrooms and sections designated 
for different age groups. For instance, children younger than 18 
months will have an area tailored for them, as will toddlers (18 months 
to 2 years), 2- to 3-year-olds, 3- to 5-year-olds and children 5 years 
and older.

Plenty of outdoor recreational space will be available as well, 
Pearre said.

"We plan on it being a model day care center. By model, I mean 
up to date in equipment, staffing, the facility itself and the experience 
provided for the child," he said.

The most obvious benefit is the nearness. It's peace of mind for 
the employee and the student to know that their child is almost on 
site. It's (also) peace of mind in knowing that your child is at a quali 
ty site for a reasonable price. Prices will be very competitive with 
other local day care centers."

Current plans are for students from MCG's School of Nursing 
and Augusta College's School of Education to assist at the center 
as part of their hands-on educational experience, Pearre said.

Tentative plans call for the center to be operated during the day, 
Monday through Friday. However, specific details have not been 
finalized, he said. cont'd on p. 3

Supervisor digs into the past
Karen Williams

For Bill Wells, historical 
research and writing is like 
detective work.

He knows the general direc 
tion he wants to go in, he just 
has to keep narrowing it down, 
he said.

The assistant postal service 
supervisor at MCG spends 
much of his time after work 
piecing together the life of Levi 
Charles Harby, a revenue cut 
ter officer who lived from 1793 
to 187O. Wells, a one-year 
employee of MCG and a U.S. 
Coast Guard retiree, is writing 
a biography on Harby which he 
hopes will be published in 199O 
in time for the Coast Guard 
bicentennial.

"I was interested in research 
ing Harby because I ran into his 
name constantly when research 
ing other topics while in the 
Coast Guard," Wells said. "He 
was a fascinating man. He was 
always in trouble, he associated

with great men of the day and 
he fought in every war from the 
War of 1812 to the Civil War. 
Harby was tough and demand 
ed strict discipline.

"In order to understand 
and write about Harby's life, I 
have to understand the times in 
which he lived. I am studying 
the politics, architecture and 
medicine of the 19th century* 
Wells said.

The historical detective 
work is Wells' mental stimula 
tion away from work, he said. 
"If you go home and sit in front 
of the television set and 
vegetate until time to go to 
work the next day, you're not 
living."

Wells is used to being busy. 
After 1O years of sea duty in 
the service and combat duty in 
Vietnam, Wells continues to 
schedule his life fully. In addi 
tion to his historical research 
and writing, he attends college 
four nights a week working 

cont'd on p. 2



Supervisor cont'd from p. 1

toward a degree in humanities.
"I do it for my own achieve 

ment and because I want to be 
a role model for my two sons. 
My wife is very supportive of 
me" he added. "She is my sound 
ing board."

Wells became involved in 
historical research and writing 
while stationed in Washington, 
D.C., as chief of small arms 
training for the Coast Guard. 
Part of his job was to write the 
Training Courses and Curricu 
lum Manual."

"I had to get background 
research on what had been 
done in the past before I could 
recommend changes for the 
present," he said. His research 
was done at the National Ar 
chives in Washington.

Wells' interest in arms and 
armaments led him to write 
The History of Small Arms 
Training in the Coast Guard 
from 179O-1984." He also has 
written several short historical 
articles for in-service publi 
cations.

Wells figures on researching

Bill Wells works at his typewriter. The assistant postal service supervisor 
at MCG spends much of his time off the job researching the life of a revenue 
cutter officer who lived until 1870.

the life of Harby for two more 
years before beginning the 
writing portion in earnest. "It's 
been wonderful," he said. "I've 
discovered a lot about seagoing

life in the mid-19th century, 
about letter writing and about 
duels. The fun is in the learn 
ing."

Esthetics of fixed prosthesis 
to be topic of dentistry talk

Dr. Robert S. Stein will pre 
sent the eighth annual Marvin 
Goldstein Lecture at MCG's 
School of Dentistry Jan. 17-18.

Stein is assistant dean for 
clinical affairs and research pro 
fessor of prosthodontics at the 
Boston University Medical 
Center, Henry M. Goldman 
School of Graduate Dentistry. 
He will discuss esthetic concepts 
for fixed prosthesis.

The lectures will be held in 
room 100 of the MCG dental 
building at 1 p.m. on Friday 
and at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday. 
Registration will be at noon 
Friday.

Stein is past president of 
the American Academy of 
Crown and Bridge Prosthodon 
tics and of the Northeastern 
Society of Prosthodontics. He is 
a Fellow in the International 
College of Dentists and the 
American College of Dentists. 
He also has received the Hin- 
man Medallion for Leadership 
in Dental Progress.

The Goldstein Lecture Ser 
ies is made possible through the 
efforts of Atlanta orthodontist 
Dr. Marvin Goldstein. Each 
year, the series sponsors an 
internationally-known dental 
clinician at the MCG School of 
Dentistry.

Bairas elected 
society president

Diane Bairas has been 
elected president, and Janet 
Barnett has been elected vice 
president, of the CSRA Physi 
cian Assistant Society.

Bairas and Barnett are 
transplant coordinators and 
work on the MCG renal 
transplant team.

Chris Berding has been 
elected treasurer and Lori Ber 
nard has been elected secretary 
of the society. Berding and Ber 
nard work for the Department 
of Plastic Surgery at MCG 
Hospital.

Newsbriefs
Holiday explained

Permanent full-time and 
part-time MCG employees will 
receive a holiday Jan. 20 in 
commemoration of Dr. Martin 
Luther King's birthday.

In addition, classes will not 
be held.

Employees required to work 
on Jan. 20 receive a substitute 
paid holiday, with their super 
visor's approval, within 60 days 
before or after the actual 
holiday.

Program to promote 
good work habits 
planned next month

Additional sessions of the 
Desk Set II training program 
have been scheduled for early 
February by MCG's Personnel 
Division.

The program, which 
previously was presented in 
November, is designed to en 
courage good work habits and 
effective communication skills 
among employees in office 
settings.

Program one will be held 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Feb. 11, 18 
and 25, and program two will 
be held from 1:30 to 4 p.m. Feb. 
13, 20 and 27. All sessions will 
be in room 211 of the MCG 
Library.

Cost per participant is $10,

payable by Inter-Department 
Request to provider account 
number 90-00-40-0059-00.

Registration forms or ques 
tions should be directed to Lori 
Borger at ext. 3779 or in room 
135 of the Personnel Division. 
Space is limited so you may 
want to register before the Feb. 
4 deadline.

Grant applications 
deadline changed

The MCG Research In 
stitute Inc. will receive grant ap 
plications for its small grants 
program for fiscal year 1985-86 
on April 1 instead of Jan. 15. 
For information on the program 
contact Theresia Renick at ext. 
2592 or 3110.

License plates to 
be sold at MCG

Richmond County's Tag 
Mobile" will make five visits to 
MCG in January and February.

The tag mobile is provided 
by the Richmond County 
Motor Vehicle License Plate 
Department so MCG faculty, 
staff and students can obtain 
license plates without waiting in 
the long lines at county tag 
offices.

The tag mobile will be 
located between the Central

Energy Building and the Dugas 
Building from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Jan. 24 and 29 and Feb. 5, 17 
and 24.

Workshop to cover 
risk factors for 
heart disease

The Georgia Institute of 
Human Nutrition will sponsor 
a half-day workshop titled, 
"Heart healthy living: what's 
known, what's new and what's 
baloney?" from 9-11:30 a.m. Feb. 
11 at the Terrace Plaza Inn in 
Augusta.

MCG President Dr. Jesse L. 
Steinfeld will give an introduc 
tory presentation on smoking as 
a risk factor for heart disease.

Dr. Michael Crouch, assis 
tant professor in the Depart 
ment of Family Medicine and 
Comprehensive Care at Loui 
siana State University School 
of Medicine, will discuss high 
blood cholesterol as a risk fac 
tor in coronary heart disease, 
preventing cholesterol elevation 
and treating elevated 
cholesterol through dietary 
guidelines, exercise, stress 
management and medication.

The workshop is free and 
open to the public, but space is 
limited. Contact Sandy 
Leonard at ext. 4861 for more 
information.

Lamaze class 
to be offered

A five-week course on 
preparing for childbirth using 
the Lamaze method is being of 
fered to MCG employees.

The series is sponsored by 
the Department of Parent-Child 
Nursing in the MCG School of 
Nursing.

Classes will be held weekly 
in the School of Nursing stu 
dent lounge from 7 to 9 p.m.

For additional information 
or to sign up for the course, 
contact Marion Broome or 
Charlotte Koehler, ext. 2451.

Hospital changes 
emergency services 
payment policies

MCG Hospital's Emergen 
cy Services Department has 
begun requesting payment at 
the time care is given.

MCG employees, patients 
with Medicaid or Medicare 
coverage and those with third 
party coverage are exempt from 
the new requirements. The 
policy also does not apply to 
trauma patients.

Payments may be made by 
cash, check, Visa or Master 
card.

The system was establish 
ed as an additional convenience

to patients and a means of im 
proving the collection rate on 
charges generated in Emergen 
cy Services," said Ralph Ran- 
dall, assistant hospital ad 
ministrator for Ambulatory 
Care Services.

Cost increases for 
literature search

The price of a basic com 
puterized literature search at 
MCG Library will increase Feb. 
1 in response to rising costs.

The price for those af 
filiated with MCG will rise from 
$8 to $10. Prices for those not 
affiliated with MCG will rise as 
well and can be obtained by 
calling the Reference Services 
Department at ext. 3667.

Women sought for 
cholesterol study

The Section of Nutrition 
and GYN Endocrine at MCG 
seeks post-menopausal women 
who have had hysterectomies 
for a study of the benefits of 
estrogen treatment on blood 
cholesterol.

No experimental drugs will 
be used in the study, which will 
include free medication and 
blood tests. Call ext. 4861 for 
more information.



Gadgets ease tasks for the disabled
Jeri Click

Living with a handicap 
doesn't have to be a constant, 
losing battle with pain and 
frustration.

The disabled and the elder 
ly can use simple homemade 
gadgets that cost a few cents to 
a few dollars, as well as special 
ized exotic equipment priced in 
the thousands, to make daily 
tasks easier, according to two 
MCG professors.

Dr. Virginia R. Alien, 
associate professor of occupa 
tional therapy at MCG, and 
Sue L. Irwin, associate professor 
of physical therapy at MCG, 
will discuss such gadgets from 
3:30-4:30 p.m. Jan. 16 at the 
Holiday Inn West in Augusta. 
Their talk on past, present and 
future products for the elderly 
and disabled consumer will be 
part of a conference sponsored 
by the Augusta Institute of Ag 
ing on ideas for improving 
quality of life for disabled 
seniors.

Exotic equipment ranges 
from an automatic self-feeder, 
which enables a person to feed 
himself without using his hands 
or arms, to a remote control 
switch that allows a person to 
operate appliances, open and 
close doors and answer phones 
by blowing into a straw or wig 
gling an eyebrow, Alien said.

With the self-feeder, which 
costs up to $1,500, a person eats

Construction

by operating a switch with his 
chin. The switch activates the 
feeder, which rotates a plate, 
scoops food into a spoon and 
then moves the spoon to mouth 
level, she said.

Remote control switches 
allow people to turn appliances 
on and off and perform other 
tasks using microcomputers. 
One disabled receptionist in 
Chicago uses one of these swit 
ches to type, Alien said.

But while expensive equip 
ment is exotic, it's often not 
needed, she said. "We try to get 
people to use the simple things. 
Then if they like gadgets, or if 
they want something that looks 
good or is fancy, that's wonder 
ful if they can afford it."

Simple, inexpensive gadgets 
often can be made with things 
around the house, Alien said.

A person with arthritis can 
wrap a washcloth around the 
handle of a spoon to make it 
easier to grasp. A person who 
has trouble opening and closing 
zippers can hook a paper clip 
with a ribbon attached to it to 
the end of a zipper to make it 
easier to reach. The individual 
who has trouble bending can 
use a reacher cane   one which 
has a hook on the end for 
grasping. And the person who 
constantly drops things can 
place three rubber bands 
around drinking glasses so they 
won't slip from his hands.

About 10 percent of the

cont'd from p. 1

Plans are to employ a professional day care director, and then 
operational details will be worked out. The position will be advertis 
ed on campus and in the local media in the near future, Pearre said. 

Announcements will be posted around campus and in the 
"Beeper" giving details about the center, he said.

Day care fees will be charged weekly, though employees will be 
able to pay through payroll deduction. To have a child placed on 
the waiting list, call the Division of Management Services at ext. 4101

or 4102.
The need for a day care center 

was established in 1984 and, with 
President Steinfeld's support, the 
center is now becoming a reality. 
In 1984, almost 650 MCG faculty, 
staff and students responded in a

o

I
survey that they used or needed 
child care services while at work or 
in classes. Seventy percent of those 
indicating a need were staff, 16 per 
cent were faculty and 14 percent 
were students.
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population in Georgia is af 
flicted with some sort of 
disability and could benefit by 
simple tricks to make life easier, 
Alien said.

The key is to adapt equip 
ment to a particular individual's 
disability, rather than assuming 
that one type of equipment will 
work for everyone, she said.

"Many people don't know 
there are different models 
available for different needs, 
and they get the wrong equip 
ment," Alien said.

There are lots of different 
designs for canes and walkers 
and wheelchairs, and a person 
needs to use the one that mat 
ches his or her functional level." 
A specialist, such as an occupa 
tional or physical therapist, can 
help determine what equip 
ment is needed for a particular 
diability, she said.

Sometimes one brand of 
appliance will be easier to use 
than another. In addition, 
manufacturers often will take 
special orders to place controls, 
such as the knobs on a washing 
machine or the buttons on a 
dishwasher, where they are 
easier to reach or see, Alien 
said.

The choices have become 
almost limitless since the 
adapted equipment business got 
off the ground about 15 years 
ago, she said.

One company sells more 
than 1,750 products. And ven 
dors range from mail-order 
firms and major commercial 
department stores to special 
ized medical equipment dealers, 
Alien said.

Just sitting in the bathtub 
has become big business, she 
added. Vendors offer about 30 
versions of bathtub seats.

7-North wins 
safety award

MCG Hospital's safety ex 
cellence award for November 
and December has been won by 
7-North.

Runner-up was 7-West, win 
ner of the award for September 
and October.

The 7-North unit accu 
mulated 21 points during the 
two-month award period, while 
7-West accumulated 20.5.

The safety award is given 
bimonthly by the Department 
of Nursing. Inspections cover 
orderliness and neatness of 
storage areas, sanitary condi 
tions, clear corridors, proper 
disposal of instrument^- and 
adherence to fire regulations.

An overall award winner 
for the 1985 year will be an 
nounced in late January.

Memorial Service
A memorial service will be held for
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at noon

Jan. 15 in room BC-130 of the Auditoria
Center. Everyone is invited to attend.

Smith named special person
Congratulations to Tina 

Smith   an MCG Extra 
Special Person!

Smith is a patient care aide 
in MCG Hospital's labor and 
delivery unit.

In nominating her for 
recognition as an Extra Special 
Person, co-workers said she 
makes time to do the little ex 
tras that make the difference for 
patients, their families and 
fellow workers.

It's not unusual for her to 
get sandwiches or soup for pa 
tients after the kitchen has 
closed, talk to patients who are 
lonely and scared and make 
telephone calls for patients, let 
ting their families know how

they are doing.
When the unit gets busy   

which also is not unusual   
Smith "gives 200 percent," mak 
ing endless trips to the labs, 
pharmacy and Blood Bank 
without a complaint.

Again, congratulations, 
Tina Smith.

ESP puts the spotlight on 
MCG employees who, through 
their attitude or actions, respond 
in special ways to the needs of co- 
workers and patients and their 
families and visitors.

Nominations for Extra Special 
People may be submitted to ESP, 
in care of Hospital Public 
Relations.

Tina Smith, nominated an MCG Extra Special Person by her co-workers, 
works in the labor and delivery room at MCG Hospital.

Promotions
JULIE A. CHRIST1ANSEN, Ast
Head Nurse from Sr Staff Nurse

BRENDELL COLLINS, Nursing 
Supv from Sr Staff Nurse

PATRECIA D. COPELAND, Sr Adm
Secty from Adm Secty

ELAINE DOWDEN, Adm Secty from 
Sr Secty

DEBORAH FEATHERS, Ast Dir
Nursing from Nursing Supv

DONNIE R. F1NCHER, Research 
Ast 2 from Research Ast 1

BARBARA L. FOWLER, Research
Ast 4 from Research Ast 2

JAMES T. GWYER, Maint Wkr 2 
from Maint Wkr 1

BETTY T. JOHNSON, Sr Clin 
Recept from Clin Recept

MARY LEDFORD, Clin Nurs Spec 
from Nurse Educator

MARY P. OWENS, LPN 1 from Unit 
Clerk

DIANE G. PERRY, Ster Sup Spec 1 
from Evrml Svc Tec

JOYCE ANN WILLIAMS, Pat Relat 
Rep from Colec Spec

SANDRA LEA WILLIAMS, Library 
Tec Ast from Library Ast 3

REBECCA H. JONES, Sr Secty from 
Adm Clerk

LINDA K. SCOTT, LPN 1 from Nun, 
Ast 3
LETTIE F. ZAHNER, Colec Spec 
from Adm Clerk

Classified
Apartment sharing. Look 

ing for mature person to share 
two-bedroom apartment in 
West Augusta. Call Mrs. 
Bender at ext. 2869 during the 
day or 738-6101 after 6 p.m.

Lost and found. Watch 
found in front of School of 
Nursing building. Call ext. 3771 
and describe to retrieve.

For sale. AKC registered 
English bulldog puppies. 
Championship bloodline. Call 
863-5904 after 6 p.m.



Researchers
were published in the 
November and December issues 
of the "Journal of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery."

Asked Sharawy, "Can you 
imagine the value of a 
substance that can make car 
tilage for people who have ar 
thritis," or the value of a 
substance that can supplement

cont'd from p. 1

bone in the jaw of a person who 
has a defect that prevents him 
from wearing dentures?

Researchers have used in- 
ducer proteins to correct con 
genital abnormalities in 
childrens' skulls, and they 
recently began using the pro 
teins to build up bone in the 
jaws of people suffering from

MCG Events
January 16
Obstetrics and Gynecology Grand Rounds: Trophoblastic disease. 
Dr. Steven H. Pursell, fellow, University of Pennsylvania. 
Sydenstricker wing of MCG Hospital, 4th floor surgical amphitheater. 
7:30-8:30 a.m.

Academic Council Meeting. Auditoria Center, room 130. 4 p.m.

Nursing Grand Rounds: AIDS   epidemiology and screening. Vera 
Greeson, principal community epidemiologist, East Central Health 
District, Georgia Department of Human Resources, Division of 
Human Health. Auditoria Center, BC-130. 12-1:30 p.m.

January 1748
Continuing Education: Annual Goldstein Lectureship Program. 
Esthetic concepts for prosthesis. Dr. Robert S. Stein, assistant dean 
for clinical affairs and research professor of prosthodontics, Boston 
University Medical Center. School of Dentistry, room 100. noon-5 
p.m. Jan. 17, and 8:30 a.mrnoon Jan. 18.

January 18-22
Continuing Education: Critical care registered nurse review. Holi 
day Inn West, Interstate-20 and Washington Road.

January 21
School of Medicine Faculty Senate. Auditoria Center, BC-130. 4 p.m.

January 22
Department of Anesthesiology: Evoked potentials. Dr. Herman F. 
Flanigin Jr., professor of neurosurgery. Anesthesia conference room, 
BAN-201. 4 P.m.

Psychiatry and Health Behavior Grand Rounds: Depression in the 
medically ill. Dr. Alan Stoudemire, assistant professor of psychiatry, 
Emory University School of Medicine. Auditoria Center, small 
auditorium. 10:30 a.mtnoon.

January 23
Obstetrics and Gynecology Grand Rounds: Postoperative adhesion 
formation and prevention. Dr. Charles Brown, third-year resident, 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology. Sydenstricker wing of 
MCG Hospital, 4th floor surgical amphitheater. 7:30-8:30 a.m.

January 28
Research Reports: Bone induction, a useful substitute to bone graft. 
Dr. Mohamed Sharawy, professor of anatomy. MCG Library, room 
108. 4-5:30 p.m.

January 29
Department of Anesthesiology: Mortality and morbidity. Anesthesia 
conference room, BAN-201. 4 p.m.

Communication disorders: A neurologist's view of language function 
ing. Dr. Kimford Meador, assistant professor of neurology. VAMC, 
downtown division, room 7C-118. 3-4:30 p.m.

Psychiatry and Health Behavior Grand Rounds: Dietary manipula 
tion in hyperactive children: effects and meaning. Dr. Allan M. 
Josephson, clinical associate professor of psychiatry. Auditoria Center, 
small auditorium. 10:30 a.mrnoon.

January 30
Obstetrics and Gynecology Grand Rounds: Pelvic mass   case report. 
Dr. Jim Boehner, chief resident, Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology. Sydenstricker wing of MCG Hospital, 4th floor surgical 
amphitheater. 7:30-8:30 a.m.

peribdontal disease. In 
periodontal disease, the 
ligaments and bone around the 
teeth are gradually lost, causing 
the teeth to become loose and 
sometimes to fall out.

Sharawy, in collaboration 
with Egyptian researchers, 
recently began comparing the 
success of bone induction to the 
success of bone grafts in pa 
tients in Egypt. Preliminary 
results of these studies probably 
will be available in a year or 
more, Sharawy said.

The next challenge is to 
form some sort of matrix, 
almost like chicken wire, in 
which the bone can grow. Then 
bone could be grown in the ex 
act shapes needed to correct 
defects or to augment bone.

Researchers at Emory 
University and Georgia Tech 
are producing a matrix out of 
a plastic material called 
polysulfone, while Sharawy is 
trying to combine the 
polysulfone with inducer pro 
teins to form bone into specific 
shapes.

"We're after something that 
can respond to stress and shape 
itself, and become part of the 
body," Sharawy said. "We've 
made bone under the skin, but 
it's only one step (toward mak 
ing bone of the right shape). It's

Notables
P.O. FORNEY MD, Family 

Medicine, presented "Management of 
Common Arrhythmias" at the 37th 
Annual American Academy of Family 
Physicians Convention, Anaheim, 
Calif., Oct., 1985.

F.A. HOMMES* MSc, PhD, Cell 
and Molecular Biology, received $14,286 
from Emory University for "Com 
munications &. Coordination Network 
for Genetic Services in Region IV."

CA. WATKINS* PhD, Medicine, 
received $57,642 from National In 
stitutes of Health/National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute for "Mechanism of 
Progression of Pulmonary Emphysema."

M. SHARAWY* PhD, Oral 
Biology and Anatomy, received $8,812 
from America-Mideast Educational and 
"Training Services, Inc. for Post-Doctoral 
Training.

G. HARRISON MSB, Informa 
tion Systems Management, presented 
"Two Years Later - The Marriage of a 
Local Area Network and a Hospital In 
formation System" at the 9th Annual 
Symposium on Computer Applications 
in Medical Care (SCAMCI), Baltimore, 
Maryland, November, 1985.

J. PYE MD, Family Medicine, 
presented "Diagnosis of Hypertension in 
a Family Medicine Population" at the 
37th Annual Meeting of the Georgia 
Academy of Family Physicians, Atlan 
ta, Ga., Nov., 1985.

P.M. FISCHER MD, Family 
Medicine, presented "Office 
Laboratories" at the 37th Annual 
Meeting of the Georgia Academy of 
Family Physicians, Atlanta, Ga., Nov., 
1985.

F.E. PAYNE JR MD, Family 
Medicine, wrote "Biblical/Medical 
Ehtics: The Christian and the Practice 
of Medicine," Mott Media, Inc., 
Publishers, 1985.

difficult to imitate nature, but 
we're starting."

Sharawy's research into this 
area, sponsored by the Institute 
for International Development, 
has just begun. Dr. Fouad 
Salama, an MCG graduate stu 
dent, is working with him on 
the project.

Scientists dream of being 
able to produce large quantities 
of bone inducer proteins so that 
practicing physicians could, in 
a simple procedure, use the pro 
teins and a matrix to correct 
bone defects in patients.

Toward this end, Sharawy 
and Dr. Sergio Bustos-Valdes, 
professor and coordinator of 
biochemistry in MCG's School 
of Dentistry, are trying to find 
out if it's possible to isolate in 
ducer proteins from one species 
to produce bone in another, 
Sharawy said. "We're trying to 
find out if we can use (inducer 
proteins from) other species to 
make a bank of bone powder."

So far they've performed 
one set of experiments using 
polysulfone material and 
demineralized bone powder 
containing inducer proteins 
from cows to produce bone in 
rats. The results were encourag 
ing, Sharawy said, but more 
work needs to be done.

K. TAYDOR, Personnel, has been 
appointed state representative to the 
1986 regional nominating committee for 
American Society for Hospital Person 
nel Administration.

EH. LEIBACH* PhD, Cell and 
Molecular Biology and Endocrinology, 
received $125,376 from National In 
stitutes of Health/National Institute of 
Arthritis, Diabetes, Digestive and Kid 
ney Diseases for "Protein Nutrition - 
Peptide Transport in Gut and Kidney."

Sharawy to lecture 
on bone induction

Dr. Mohamed Sharawy, 
professor and coordinator of 
anatomy in MCG's School 
of Dentistry, will discuss 
bone induction: a useful 
substitute to bone graft at 
the research reports lecture 
Jan. 28.

Research reports, held 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. in room 
108 of MCG Library, target 
a diverse audience and are 
meant to make specialized 
research understandable to 
those outside the field. They 
are intended for people 
throughout MCG to learn 
what others at the Medical 
College are doing.

The sponsors, the 
School of Graduate Studies, 
and the participants and 
organizers, individuals from 
all five schools at MCG, 
hope the lectures will en 
courage collaboration among 
different fields, stimulate 
research ideas across fields 
and promote cooperation 
among research faculty, clini 
cians and students.

W.G. CAPUT MD, Family 
Medicine, presented "Ophthalmological 
Problems" the 37th Annual American 
Academy of Family Physicians Conven 
tion, Anaheim, Calif., Oct., 1985.

Caput presented "Differential 
Diagnosis and Treatment of Headaches" 
at the 37th Annual Meeting of the 
Georgia Academy of Family Physicians, 
Atlanta, Ga., Nov., 1985. 
*Denotes joint appointment in the 
School of Graduate Studies.
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