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Alumni reflect on inaugural School of Nursing class
Christine Hurley Deriso

When Mary Ellen Trippe enrolled 
in the Medical College of Georgia 
School of Nursing in 1956, she 
quickly became accustomed to sec 
ond glances.

"It was a whole new ballgame," 
she recalls with a laugh. "Females 
were something new to MCG."

Well ... not entirely. By that time, 
a handful of women had earned 
medical degrees at MCG. Still, there 
was no mistaking women's decid 
edly minority status in the middle of 
the 20th century.

What a difference a few decades 
make. Today, females comprise 
nearly 60 percent of MCG's total 
enrollment, a trend that began when

Photo from the 1958 Aesculapian

the University System of Georgia 
moved its baccalaureate nursing pro 
gram from Athens to Augusta in 
1956. Mrs. Trippe was a member of 
the first class, graduating with 16 
other women in 1958.

The class celebrates its 45th 
anniversary this year but Ms. 
Trippe notes that they hardly need a 
reason to celebrate. "[Several of us] 
meet once a year for a long weekend, 
picking right up where we left off," 
says Mrs. Trippe, who was student 
body president.

"We're a regular little clique," says 
Gloria Branyon, another member of 
the class. "We were bonded like a 
sorority."

Shortly after graduation; Mrs. 
Trippe married Dr. Judson R. Trippe 
and Mrs. Branyon married Dr. 
Donald Branyon, both MCG School 
of Medicine graduates. The Trippes 
settled in Marietta, Ga., and the 
Branyons in Athens, Ga., where they 
raised families and now enjoy pam 
pering grandchildren.

"I worked 18 months at Talmadge 
(now MCG Medical Center) after I 
graduated, then quit when I had my 
first child," Mrs. Trippe says. "But 
I've kept my skills up. I took a 
refresher course in 1978 at Kennesaw 
College (now Kennesaw . State

University)."
She and her fellow alumni love to 

talk about the good old days. The 
students lived in the nursing dormi 
tory on the MCG campus. "We had a 
house mother and private rooms,-" 
Ms. Trippe says. "We really felt spe 
cial."

Mrs. Branyon notes that despite a 
structured environment, the students 
enjoyed an active social life. "Our 
curfew was actually an hour later 
than my curfew had been at 
LaGrange College (the site of her first 
two years of education), so we 
thought everything was great."

Yet there was no mistaking their 
top priority. Founding MCG School 
of Nursing Dean E. Louise Grant, 
who personally recruited many of 
her students, had high standards and 
commanded great respect. "The fac 
ulty, and students too, were anxious 
that our school be outstanding," 
wrote Dean Grant in an unfinished 
manuscript of the history of the 
school. "We wanted our students to 
be the best in every way possible, we 
wanted them to be refined, cultured 
young women of impeccable reputa 
tion,- knowledgeable scientifically 
and expert, caring practitioners."

"I admired Dean Grant greatly," 
Mrs. Trippe says. "She wanted us to

Miss Louise Grant
Professor and Dean

be ladies, and she exposed us to so 
many different things, more than just 
nursing."

Mrs. Branyon concurs. "The whole 
faculty taught us a lot besides profes 
sional nursing skills," she said. 
"They were really elegant ladies who 
taught us about living and gave us a 
foundation for our adult lives." The 
alumni cited Leilee Ault as a particu 
larly memorable and influential fac 
ulty member.

Two of the alumni went on to get 
master's degrees a testament, Ms. 
Trippe says, to the support of the fac 
ulty. "They really stressed interper 
sonal relationship skills, which you 
use all through life," she says. 
"Nursing school was truly a wonder 
ful experience."
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Ask the president
Editor's Note: The Beeper includes a monthly Q&A session with MCG President 
Daniel W. Rahn. Submit your MCG-related questions via e-mail to 
president@mcg.edu.

Why don't MCG faculty and staff get a full week of vacation during the 
Christmas holidays like employees at the other colleges in the 
University System of Georgia?

The Medical College of Georgia has a unique 
purpose to serve the health care needs of our 
fellow Georgians. As part of our tripartite mis 
sion of education, research and service, our 
faculty, students and residents provide clinical 
care to patients through an affiliation with our 
teaching hospital. Due to the complexity of 
our operations, the university cannot com 
pletely close for an extended period of time. 
Board of Regents policy prescribes that we pro- . 
vide personnel with 12 paid holidays per year. Dr DanielRahn 
This is why MCG employees receive three unscheduled holidays in addi 

tion to their accrued annual leave.
; However, I realize that during the week of the Christmas holidays, stu- 
. dent service needs and/or operational demands may be so light that many 

units may be able to close for all or part of the week without seriously dis 
rupting services. For this reason, the President's Cabinet adopted last year 
a new set of guidelines for holiday office closings. The guidelines state that 
schools, departments and offices may close during this time at the discre 
tion of deans and directors. At least one person in each unit must be on 
call and available to respond to inquiries or report to work if necessary 
during the period of closing, and all employees in the closing unit must 
have enough annual leave and/or unscheduled holidays available to cover 
the days of the closing (leave without pay is not an option). Institutional 
managers and department chairs have a full copy of the guidelines.
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Congress to consider Cancer 
Research Center funding measure

A measure to provide $1.275 mil 
lion in funding toward construction 
of the Medical College of Georgia 
Cancer Research Center is being 
considered in the U.S. House and 
Senate.

The measure, included in the fis 
cal 2004 Department of Labor, 
Health and Human Services and 
Education Appropriations Act, was 
announced Nov. 25 by U.S. Reps. 
Charlie Norwood (GA-09) and Max 
Burns (GA-12).

"This wonderful news brings us a 
major step closer toward our goal of 
overseeing the most comprehensive 
and concentrated cancer initiative 
the state of Georgia has ever seen," 
said MCG President Daniel W. 
Rahn. "I applaud the efforts of the 
Congressional delegation, particu 
larly Reps. Norwood and Burns, in 
championing this vital issue."

"As Georgians, we know the dev 
astating impact cancer continues to 
have on all of us," said Rep. 
Norwood, "which is why I think it's 
particularly appropriate that MCG is 
positioning itself to play a major 
role in this effort, and very encour 
aging that our efforts in Congress 
on their behalf are moving for 
ward."

MCG's Cancer Research Center

will cost an estimated $46.9 million 
and encompass 165,000 square feet. 
The $1.275 million contained in the 
measure, which may be subject to a 
1 percent across-the-board reduc 
tion before final approval, would 
supplement funds from a private 
philanthropic organization, MCG 
and a commitment from Georgia 
Gov. Sonny Perdue.

"The battle to defeat cancer is 
one of the most critically important 
challenges our medical community 
and society faces today," said Rep. 
Burns. "With this news, Georgia's 
vision and our effort to have MCG 
serve on the front lines of that bat

tle took a big step forward."
Cancer is the second-leading 

cause of death among Georgians, 
responsible for one in four deaths. 
Every day, almost 40 Georgians lose 
their fight with this disease. Under 
current trends, one in two men and 
one in three women in Georgia will 
develop cancer during their lifetime. 

"Rest assured that even as fund 
ing decisions are being solidified, 
MCG is already making great 
progress in diagnosing, treating and 
researching cures for cancer," 
President Rahn said. "As Georgia's 
health sciences university, this is 
one of our highest priorities."

Bits 8 Bytes
PC Standards Committee formed

As a community with a variety of information technology needs, the 
Medical College of Georgia is seeking to establish workstation stan 
dards for different functional levels of computer users.

A PC Standards Committee has been formed to provide recommenda 
tions for standard configurations of workstations, which will be used in 
future procurement. Functional levels will be defined, such as occa 
sional user, power user and research faculty. Recommendations of tech 
nical specifications and suggested vendors, makes and models, which 
best suit these user groups, are being compiled by the committee.

In January, the committee will submit standard configurations for 
Windows-based desktop and laptop computers that include technical 
specifications and vendor-specific makes and models. These standards 
will be consistent with campus infrastructure and will consider all pur 
chasing rules and regulations. Network administrators will use these 
standards when installing new or reconfiguring current workstations. 
Composed of representatives from the five MCG schools, the 
Information Technology Division and the Office of Educational Design 
and Development, the committee will develop a routine schedule for re- 
evaluation of standards.

A separate team will be formed to set standards for Macintosh equip 
ment. For more information about the PC Standards Committee, con 
tact Ed Townsend, director of support services for the Information 
Technology Division at etownsend@mcg.edu.

Editor's note: The Information 
Technology Division offers technology 
tips in this column. To submit questions 
or suggestions for topics, contact Becky 
Rogers, manager of the Web Technology 
Group, at ext. 1-3668.
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Glycerin may treat skin disease, study finds
by Tom Baker

Glycerin, commonly found in skin 
care products because it attracts 
water and helps skin look better, may 
have therapeutic value as well, 
according to researchers at the 
Medical College of Georgia.

Glycerin, or glycerol, is a natural 
alcohol and water attractor that's 
been used in skin care products for 
centuries, says Dr. Wendy Bollinger 
Bollag, cell physiologist.

In research published in the 
December issue of The Journal of 
Investigative Dermatology, she and 
co-author Dr. Xiangjian Zheng, who 
worked as a graduate student in her 
lab and is now a postdoctoral fellow 
at Vanderbilt University, show that 
glycerol also makes skin look and 
function better by helping skin cells 
mature properly.

"This is a pretty novel hypothesis 
that is really quite in its infancy," Dr. 
Bollag says of the .finding that glyc 
erol works as a signal to help direct 
skin cells through their four normal 
stages of maturity. In the endless 
cycle of skin-cell production, the 
youngest cells move up from the 
deepest layer and switch from repli 
cating as their main function to even 
tually becoming mature surface cells 
that spit out lipids to help form the 
skin's protective barrier before they 
die.

The researchers' findings about the

Drs. Wendy Bollag and Xiangjian Zheng have found that glycerin may have therapeu 
tic value as well as making skin look good. (Phil Jones photo)

signaling function of glycerol means 
the readily available fluid, found in 
its pure state on grocery store shelves 
and as a component of many other 
products, may help people with dis 
eases such as psoriasis and non- 
melanoma skin cancers, that result 
from abnormal proliferation and mat 
uration of skin cells, and may aug 
ment wound-healing.

The researchers found glycerol's 
role in skin cell maturation while 
studying phospholipase D, an 
enzyme that converts fats or lipids in 
the external, protective cell mem 
brane to cell signals. Phospholipids 
are fats found throughout the body 
that make up much of the plasma 
membrane lipid bilayer that encases 
each cell and helps keep it from mix 
ing with other cells. All cells have
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this layer and skin cells secrete extra 
lipids which help provide an addi 
tional barrier. "Think about it," Dr. 
Bollag says. "If there was not some 
sort of barrier, when you took a bath, 
all the water would go into you and 
you would blow up like a balloon." 

Knowing that phospholipase D can 
use alcohols, such as ethyl alcohol, 
Drs. Bollag and Zheng wondered 
what it would do with glycerol, a 
physiological alcohol used to synthe

size fat and subsequently released 
during exercise as fat fuels physical 
exertion.

What they found is that when 
phospholipase D pairs with glycerol, 
it produces a distinctive signal that 
directs skin cell maturation, Dr. 
Zheng says.

They found that, despite its name, 
a channel called aquaporin 3, which 
is expressed in skin cells and allows 
only certain molecules through, is 
not particularly good at transporting 
water but is good at transporting 
glycerin. Inside skin cells, aquaporin 
3 and phospholipase D interact. "We 
don't know if it's direct or if there is 
an intervening protein, but they asso 
ciate," Dr. Zheng says. They theorize 
that aquaporin 3 funnels glycerol to 
phospholipase D, resulting in phos- 
phatidylglycerol, a lipid that appears 
to signal enzymes involved in skin 
cell differentiation, Dr. Zheng says.

"We think the glycerol is serving as 
a substrate to allow the skin to 
mature properly and, when you don't 
have enough glycerol in the skin, 
cells don't mature properly and that

is why you get hyper-proliferative, 
thick skin," Dr. Bollag says.

A mouse model for dry, flaky, 
unnaturally thick and slow-healing 
skin recently developed by 
researchers at the University of 
California, San Francisco, may help 
prove the Augusta researchers cor 
rect.

The genetically manipulated mice 
lack sufficient glycerol in their skin 
because they are missing the gene 
responsible for aquaporin 3. "That is 
why their levels of glycerol are 
reduced, because they don't have 
that glycerol channel, Dr. Bollag 
says. The mouse research was pub 
lished in the Journal of Investigative 
Dermatology about the same time 
Drs. Bollag and Zheng were submit 
ting their work. "We were thinking, 
we know why this happens," Dr. 
Bollag says. Water-loving glycerol 
couldn't get inside the phospholipase 
D cell without a channel. 
Consequently, the phosphatidylglyc- 
erol that results from their union

See GLYCERINE page 12
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MCG researchers find connection between poinsettia and latex allergies
by Ellen Gladden

People with a rubber latex allergy 
may also be allergic to the popular 
holiday ornamental poinsettia plant, 
according to researchers at the 
Medical College of Georgia.

While latex allergies are rare, 
affecting only about 8 percent of the 
general population, a study by Dr. 
Peter Ranta, a second-year fellow in 
the MCG Section of Allergy and 
Immunology, found that 40 percent 
of a sample of latex-allergic individu 
als also were allergic to poinsettias.

"Since poinsettia and latex share 
several proteins, this may have sig 
nificant implications for individuals 
with immediate-type latex allergy," 
said Dr. Ranta. Immediate-type reac 
tions include hives, wheezing, 
runny/itchy nose, drop in blood 
pressure and throat-closing.

During the American College of 
Allergy, Asthma and Immunology 
annual meeting Nov. 7-12 in New 
Orleans, Dr. Ranta received the 
Clemens von Pirquet award for the 
research. The award was one of three 
the college gives annually for out-

Dr. Peter Ranta was honored by the American College of Allergy, Asthma and 
Immunology for his poinsettia research. (Phil Jones photo)

standing research by fellowship 
trainees.

Using blood samples from people 
with latex allergies, MCG researchers 
tested for the IgE antibody to poin 
settia, which would indicate allergy 
to poinsettia. "We concluded that the 
prevalence of poinsettia allergy is

fairly rare, occurring in 40 percent of 
this sample of latex-allergic individu 
als," said Dr. Ranta. "Since only 
about 8 percent of people are latex- 
allergic, the prevalence of poinsettia 
allergy is quite small."

"The word latex is a generic term 
for the milky substance inside
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plants," said Dr. Ranta, who worked 
on the study with Dr. Dennis Ownby, 
chief of the MCG Section of Allergy 
and Immunology and nationally 
renowned latex allergy researcher.

"We had some very anecdotal evi 
dence that people who were allergic 
to the rubber plant latex might also 
produce an allergic reaction to the 
poinsettia latex. Since some latex- 
allergic people start to have skin itch 
ing when they are in the same room 
as a poinsettia plant, we realized that 
this connection may be important."

The researchers set out to deter 
mine if poinsettia and latex share a 
common allergen protein, if poinset 
tia allergy exists, and if so, how com 
mon poinsettia allergy is. Using 
poinsettia and rubber plant extracts, 
they conducted tests called gel elec- 
trophoresis, immunoblot and 
immunoblot inhibition to find the 
proteins common to both plants. 
They found two proteins, called 
cross-reactive allergens, in both 
poinsettia plants and natural rubber 
latex. These major and minor latex 
allergen proteins, Hev b 6.01 and 
Hev b 10, respectively, have also 
been associated with allergies to 
banana, kiwi and chestnut.

"Natural rubber latex is obtained 
from Brazilian rubber trees, which are 
in the Euphorbiaceae family, the 
same plant family as poinsettia," said 
Dr. Ranta. "Latex has been associated

over 36 years, 
we've been helping 

folks at MCG."
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with allergies with weeping fig, which 
is often used in offices as a decorative 
plant. The link between poinsettia 
and natural rubber latex allergy has 
been previously studied, but the spe 
cific proteins that are found in both 
plants have not been described."

"Latex-allergic individuals should 
be cautious with contact with poin 
settia plants, especially if the plants 
are crushed or damaged, since expo 
sure may result in an allergic reaction, 
which could be quite severe," said Dr. 
Ranta.

Latex allergy is associated with 
three types of reactions: irritant skin 
rashes, immediate-type allergic reac 
tions and skin rashes occurring sev 
eral days after exposure. Latex allergy 
has also been associated with other 
allergies, a history of multiple surger 
ies and children with spina bifida.

"Latex allergy peaked in the mid- 
1990s, which coincided with the 
increased use of latex gloves in hospi 
tals," said Dr. Ranta, noting studies 
have indicated up to 12 percent of 
health care workers have reported 
latex allergies. "Since then, latex 
allergy has been steadily decreasing 
due to better gloves and less use of 
powdered gloves in health care set 
tings."

Dr. Christiana Dimitropoulou, an 
instructor and postdoctoral fellow in 
the MCG Department of 
Pharmacology and Toxicology, collab 
orated with Dr. Ranta for this self- 
funded study.

Priceless.
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Beeper deadline
The deadline for the Jan. 8 issue is 

Dec. 30. Send story ideas or 
announcements to Beeper Editor 
Ellen Gladden, FI-1042 (campus 
mail), ext. 1-4410 (phone), eglad- 
den@mail.mcg.edu, (e-mail). Adver 
tising inquiries should be addressed 
to publisher Dan Pearson, RO. Box 
397 Augusta, Ga., 30903-0397 or call 
(706) 860-5455.

OEOD workshops
The Office of Educational Design 

and Development workshops for 
December include: brown-bag teach 
ing seminar, Friday, Dec. 12, 11:30 to 
1 p.m., Greenblatt Library, room 155; 
Web CT Intermediate, Tuesday, Dec. 
16, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
Greenblatt Library, room 163; and 
Power Point II, Wednesday, Dec. 17, 
2 to 4 p.m., Greenblatt Library, room

155. Workshops are free for 
MCG faculty and staff and $25 

s; for MCG Health, Inc. employ 
ees. Online registration is avail 

able at: http://www.oedd.mcg. 
edu/WebCTWorkReg.NSF/Workshop 
Reg/?OpenForm. For more informa 
tion, contact Carolyn Murdoch at ext. 
1-4053.

MLK Convocation
Paine College, the Medical College 

of Georgia and Augusta State Univ 
ersity will host a convocation to 
honor the life of Martin Luther King 
Jr., Friday, Jan. 16 at 11 a.m. in the 
Gilbert-Lambuth Memorial Chapel at 
Paine College. The Rev. Dr. Joseph E. 
Lowery, co-founder and president 
emeritus of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, will be the 
featured speaker. All members of the 
MCG community are encouraged to 
attend. For more information, con 
tact the Office of the Provost at ext. 
1-4014

New PAR form
The MCG Human Resources 

Division will offer training on the

Milestones

Tues - Fri: 10-5 Sat: 10-4

Family medicine faculty present
Faculty members in the Department

r of Family Medicine presented papers
or posters at the Annual Meeting of
the North American Primary Care
Research Group.

Presenters included Dr. Andria 
M.Thomas, assistant professor of 
family medicine and director of 
Evaluation Services for the MCG 
School of Medicine, who discussed 
"Predictors of Breast and Cervical 
Cancer Screening in Rural 
Community Settings."

Dr. Thad Wilkins, assistant profes 
sor, presented a paper, "The Current 
State of Colonoscopy Training in U.S. 
Family Practice Residency Programs."

Dr. Bruce LeClair, associate profes 
sor, had a poster presentation, "Men's 
Health: Beliefs and Barriers to Health 
Care and Preventive Services."

Dr. Ralph A. Gillies, assistant pro 
fessor, presented "Medline Versus 
Embase: Is Medline the Forest or a 
Tree?"

Dr. Forney named McGahee Professor
Dr. Paul D. Forney, vice chair of the 

Department of Family Medicine and 
director of the department's Resident 
Educational Programs, has been 
named the first McGahee Professor.

The McGahee professorship was 
established in April by the Georgia 
Academy of Family Physicians

Educational Foundation in the MCG 
Department of Family Medicine to 
honor the late Dr. Ollie 0. McGahee 
Jr., a family physician from Jesup, 
Ga., who played a pivotal role in med 
ical education in the state.

"When we learned that the Georgia 
Academy of Family Physicians 
Educational Foundation would honor 
Dr. McGahee with an endowment that 
bears his name, we looked for the 
individual who exemplifies the high 
est standards of a clinician-educator, a 
physician who provides excellent care 
to his or her own patients and who 
wants to ensure that others receive 
such care by mentoring future physi 
cians," said Dr. Joseph Hobbs, depart 
ment chair and Georgia Academy of 
Family Physicians' Joseph W. Tollison, 
M.D., Distinguished Chair. "We had to 
look no farther than our department's 
vice chair."

Dr. Forney has been a faculty mem 
ber at MCG and director of the family 
medicine department's residency pro 
gram since 1982. He was promoted to 
department vice chair in 1995. He is a 
preceptor for sophomore medical stu 
dents and a member of MCG's 
Graduate Medical Education 
Committee and Physicians Practice 
Group's Practice Committee. He is a 
past president of the Georgia Academy 
of Family Physicians and a member of 
the Georgia's Family Practice

new Personnel Action Request form 
Dec. 15 and Dec. 18 from 9:30-11:30 
in the Annex 1 training room. The 
sessions will explain the new form 
for all faculty and non-faculty posi 
tions and explain the different forms 
that will be replaced with its imple 
mentation. Online registration is 
available at www.mcg.edu/hr/train- 
ing/regform.htm.

PeopleSoft training
An open session for PeopleSoft 

query assistance will be held Dec. 
17 from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in the 
Annex, room 1151. No registration is 
required. Training on "Delivered 
Reports and Inquiry Panels" will be 
held Dec. 18 from 1 to 4 p.m. in the 
Annex, room 1151. The class will 
cover financial reports and inquiries 
delivered by PeopleSoft and the 
Board of Regents. "Basic Navigation 
Training" is not required. To regis 
ter, complete and submit the 
Training Registration Form at 
www.mcg.edu/hr/training/regform. 
htm. For more information, call the 
Training & Education Section at ext. 
1-3196.

Federation of the Residency Program 
Directors and the American Board of 
Family Practice 2004 Exam 
Committee.

He is a 1975 graduate of the 
University of Maryland School of 
Medicine, where he also completed 
his family practice residency.

Dr. Forney's selection as McGahee 
Professor was announced at a 
November dinner honoring the late 
Dr. McGahee, a 1958 graduate of .the 
MCG School of Medicine who main 
tained an active relationship with the 
university by mentoring medical stu 
dents in his Jesup office and through 
alumni activities. The dinner, spon 
sored by the Georgia Academy of 
Family Physicians Educational 
Foundation, was hosted by Dr. Fred 
Girton, past chair of try; Georgia 
Academy's Board of Directors; Dr. 
George Shannon, past president of the 
Georgia Academy; Dr. Joseph Tollison, 
deputy executive director of the 
American Board of Family Physicians; 
Dr. Lanny Copeland, past president 
and chair of the American Academy of 
Family Physicians Board of Directors; 
and Dr. James Martin, chair of the 
American Academy's Board of 
Directors.

Director of planned giving named
Anthony "Tony" Duva, formerly 

the director of special projects at 
First National Bank and Trust 
Company in Martinez, Ga., has been 
named director of planned giving for 
the Medical College of Georgia.

"Tony's rich experience will be an 
See MILESTONES page 8
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School of Nursing At a Glance
The Medical College of Georgia School of Nursing has advanced tremen 

dously since its inception in 1956. "With active initiatives in education, 
research and clinical care, the school has truly made its mark as a pivotal 
component of Georgia's health sciences university," says Dr. Katherine 
Nugent, interim dean. Following are a few facts about the school:

  The School of Nursing offers baccalaureate programs (bachelor of science 
and R.N.-to-B.S.N.) master's-degree programs (acute and critical care CMS, 
anesthesia, family nurse practitioner, pediatric nurse practitioner and R.N.-to- 
M.S.N.) and a Ph.D. program.
  The school has 31 full-time faculty and 345 students.
  In addition to the main School of Nursing campus in Augusta, the school has 
satellite campuses in the Georgia cities of Athens, Barnesville and Columbus.
  MCG will break ground this spring on a Health Sciences Building to house the 
Schools of Nursing and Allied Health Sciences.
  MCG's first male nursing student, Henry Kitchens, was admitted in Sept. 
1957, one year after the school's inception, and graduated in June 1960.
  The MCG Nursing Anesthesia Program was ranked 18th in the nation last 
year by U.S. New and World Report.
  The school's 2002 pass rate on the NCLEX-RN national licensing exam was 
95.3 percent.
  Current School of Nursing initiatives include the Dealing Health Center, in 
which the faculty and students offer free primary care in a rural community; 
the Healthy Grandparents Project, in which faculty and students assist local 
grandparents raising their grandchildren; the Nurse Scholars Program, offering 
incentives to students who agree to begin their careers at a sponsoring health 
care institution such as MCG Health, Inc., the Nursing Workforce Diversity 
Grant to increase diversity in the baccalaureate nursing program; and the 
Underwood Project, in which faculty and students assist residents of a low- 
income housing project.
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Moments in MCG History
Editor's Note: In 2003, the Medical College of Georgia celebrates its 175th year of edu 
cating health care practitioners and promoting the health of Georgians. To commemo 
rate this milestone, Medical Historian in Residence Lois T. Ellison highlights hallmarks 
of the university's past each month in the Beeper. For the complete Moments in History 
series, visit http://www.mcg.edu/history/mcgmoments.asp.

The first two buildings on the MCG campus
"New Era Begins in GA Medical 

History" was the front-page headline 
in the Jan. 29, 1913 Augusta 
Chronicle. A total of four articles 
announced the dedication ceremony 
and activities to celebrate the reloca 
tion of the medical college to the ren 
ovated building on Railroad Avenue 
(now R.A. Dent Boulevard), which 
had been occupied by the Augusta 
Orphan Asylum from 1873 to 1912.

Complex negotiations and agree 
ments preceded this momentous day 
in MCG history, and the complete 
tale is beyond the scope of this arti 
cle. The Old Medical College building 
on Telfair Street had been the home 
of MCG since 1835. The 1905-06 
report of Dean Joseph Eve Alien 
stated the existing College Building 
"badly needs renovating from the 
cellar to the roof," and included a 
detailed list of the renovations 
needed. However, no mention was 
made about relocation.

On March 7, 1906 Dean Alien

MCG moved into the renovated Augusta Orphan Asylum in 1913. The building was 
named the Newton Building in 1937 to honor Dr. George M. Newton, dean from 1844-57.

called a faculty meeting to discuss 
relocating City Hospital to the 
Orphan Asylum building. He 
explained that the mayor and the 
president of the Trustees of the 
Orphan Asylum wanted the opinion 
of the faculty. A "Change of the

Hospital" committee was appointed 
and came to a unanimous degision to 
move the hospital. Seven ""reasons 
were given to support the decision, 
which was adopted by the faculty. 
The committee cautioned that the 

See MOMENTS page 9
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Female medical school applicants on the rise
by Ellen Gladden

The Medical College of Georgia 
School of Medicine and medical 
schools nationwide saw increases in 
the variety and volume of applicants 
this fall.

After a six-year decline, the num 
ber of applicants to U.S. medical 
schools rose in the 2003, according to 
the Association of American Medical 
Colleges. The 35,000 applicants 
marked a 3.4 percent increase over 
the previous year's applicant pool.

At MCG, medical school applica 
tions rose higher than the national 
average. For the 180 freshman posi 
tions, the institution received 1,450 
applications in 2003, up from 1,287 
in 2002.

"Our applications increased 12.7 
percent," said Dr. Mason Thompson, 
associate dean for admissions and 
student affairs in the School of 
Medicine. "Applicants from Georgia 
were up 14.4 percent from fall 2002 
to fall 2003."

Nationwide, the application 
increase is attributed to more women 
applicants - 17,672 - an almost 7 
percent rise over last year's total. At 
MCG, 745 females and 703 males 
applied and 97 males and 83 females 
enrolled.

"The number of female applica 
tions has been increasingly on the 
rise, but this year we had the largest 
female enrollment in our institution's 
history," said Dr. Thompson. "46 per 
cent of our first-year class is female. 
These numbers are very positive for 
the future of health care. I think it 
represents better care for women and 
perhaps more attention for problems 
that affect women's health care, such 
as breast cancer and gynecological 
care. Women are very meticulous and 
compassionate in their approach to 
care and having more female physi 
cians can only improve the profes 
sion."

Meanwhile, applications from 
minorities rose but minority enroll 
ment was down, nationally and at

2003-2004 nationwide medical 
school admissions at a glance:
  Women made up the majority of 
medical school applicants for the 
first time ever.
  The number of black applicants 
rose almost 5 percent to 2,736, but 
the number of blacks who entered 
medical school declined by 6 per 
cent to 1,056.
  The number of Hispanic appli 
cants increased by less than 2 per 
cent to 2,483, while the number 
who entered medical school 
declined by almost 4 percent to 
1,089.

2003-2004 MCG medical school 
admissions at a glance:
  Women made up 46 percent of 
new medical school enrollees, the 
largest percentage in the institu 
tion's history.
  The number of black applicants 
increased from 227 in 2002, to 241 
in 2003. The number of black new 
enrollees was down from 24 in 
2002 to 16 in 2003.
  The number of Hispanic appli 
cants increased from 9 in 2002 to 
50 in 2003. Hispanic new enrollees 
declined from three to one.

MCG. The AAMC report indicates the 
number of applications from blacks 
rose nearly 5 percent (2,736 total) but 
the number of blacks who were 
accepted and then enrolled declined 
by 6 percent (to 1,056). At MCG, the 
number of black applicants increased 
from 227 in 2002, to 241 in 2003 and 
nine black females and eight black 
males enrolled.

Nationally, the number of Hispanic 
applicants increased by less than 2 
percent and Hispanic enrollment 
declined by almost 4 percent (to 
1,089). At MCG, the number of 
Hispanic applicants jumped from nine 
in 2002, to 50 in 2003, but enrollment 
was down from three to one.

"With the increasing Hispanic pop 
ulation in Georgia, the number of 
applications is well behind the need," 
said Dr. Thompson. "In other states 
with high Hispanic populations, such 
as Texas, the Hispanic applications 
are significantly up this year. It's hard 
to predict trends, but we anticipate 
these numbers will rise in Georgia 
and throughout the country as the 
Hispanic population continues to 
rise."

The overall rise in applications is

likely to continue in the 2004-2005 
school year, according to the AAMC. 
Applications submitted to the 117 
medical school programs participat 
ing in the AAMC's. American Medical 
College Application Service are up 
approximately 5 percent compared to

this time last year.
"These latest figures contain both 

good and bad news for the medical 
profession," said Dr. Jordan J. Cohen, 
AAMC president. "The decrease in 
minorities entering medical school 
underscores the need for redoubled 
efforts to attract a critical mass of stu 
dents from diverse backgrounds in 
order to enhance the education of all 
future physicians. At the same time,
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the increase in total and first-time 
applicants is a reaffirming sign that 
the current generation of young peo 
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medicine as a profession."
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asset to the development staff," said 
L. Keith Todd, MCG vice president for 
university advancement. "He will 
work closely with alumni and 
prospective donors to identify pro 
grams central to MCG's mission that 
can benefit from philanthropic sup 
port." i

Mr. Duva, who began Nov. 1, has 
over IS years experience in commer 
cial, property, estate, probate and 
tax law. At First National Bank and 
Trust he served as a loan officer in 
the mortgage department and 
helped develop special programs 
with local realtors, attorneys and 
mortgage bankers. Mr. Duva was 
director of administration for Florida 
Gov. Lawton Chiles' Council on 
Physical Fitness and Sports. He was

Mr. Duva

the lead consult 
ant for Florida 
Gov. Jeb Bush on 
a tourism venture 
between the state 
and the private 
sector. Mr. Duva 
administered pub 
lic and donor- 

based fund-raising for these projects. 
He earned a bachelor of science 

degree and a juris doctorate from the 
University of Florida and a master's 
degree in public administration from 
the University of Central Florida. He 
was named Business Law Instructor 
of the Year by both the University of 
Florida College of Business 
Administration and Nova Southeast 
ern University.

J Larry Hornsby
Vice President
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Dentistry dean cites school's remarkable progress
by Christine Hurley Deriso

With virtually every indicator of 
the Medical College of Georgia 
School of Dentistry showing remark 
able strength and growth, the school 
is well-positioned to meet Georgia's 
growing needs in the field of oral 
health, according to Dean Connie 
Drisko.

"Our vision is to become a pre 
mier dental school," said Dr. Drisko 
during a Dec. 3 Corporate Partner 
ship Program luncheon at the MCG 
Alumni Center.

The school already is one of the 
strongest dental schools in the coun 
try, she said, noting factors includ 
ing:

* Nationally and internationally 
renowned faculty
* A jump in student applications 
from 163 in 2002 to 220 in 2003 for 
the school's 60 available spots
* An average undergraduate grade- 
point average of 3.40 on a 4.0 scale

for incoming freshmen
* Affordable student tuition and a 
graduation debt rate well below the 
national average for dental schools
* Licensure exam scores among the 
highest in the country
* A strong commitment to emerging 
technology, such as paperless 
patient records, laptop access to 
thousands of dental texts and new 
forays into distance-learning, includ 
ing an agreement with the 
Department of Defense to provide 
basic-science instruction to 
endodontics residents in the U.S. 
Army
* A burgeoning research program, 
including initiatives in areas such as 
regenerative medicine, biomaterials 
and oral cancer
* A growing commitment to transla- 
tional clinical research to explore 
oral-health components of diseases 
such as diabetes and cardiovascular 
disease
* Growing initiatives to enhance 
diversity among the school's stu-

dents, faculty and staff 
* Solid ties with organized dentistry, 
including the Georgia Dental 
Association, one of the strongest 
dental associations in the country

The dental school accepts only 
students from Georgia, and about 85 
percent of graduates stay in the state 
to practice, Dr. Drisko said. "We 
treasure this opportunity to educate 
Georgia's future dentists," she said.

Imminent plans in the school 
include preparation for a November 
2004 accreditation site visit, "which 
we plan to pass in flying colors," Dr. 
Drisko said. The school also 
recently submitted a feasibility 
study to renovate or rebuild the den 
tal school.

The school is cultivating stronger 
community ties and working hard to 
spread the message that oral health 
is a vital component of overall 
health. "Without good oral health," 
Dr. Drisko said, "you cannot have 
good total health."
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The Dugas building, dedicated Oct. 14,1937, was named for Dr. Louis A. Dugas, MCG 
dean from 1861-76.

faculty should be very careful to safeguard the contract between the college 
and the Augusta City Council for MCG to have "full and complete control of 
all the hospitals of Augusta."

An editorial in the June 21, 1908 Augusta Chronicle strongly supported the 
use of the Orphan Asylum as a new hospital and advocated building a new, 
up-to-date medical college on the same site. The records are not clear as to 
when or why the decision was made for MCG to occupy the Orphan Asylum 
building and for a new hospital to be built to include both the City and Lamar 
hospitals. This became a reality in 1915 with the construction of the 
University Hospital. (The Wilhenford Children's Hospital, dedicated in March 
1910, was located on adjacent property.) However, in February 1911 The 
Augusta Chronicle reported an agreement to transfer the Augusta Orphan 
Asylum from the orphan home's trustees to the city for the location of the col 
lege and hospital.

The medical students began classes in the new building Jan. 2, 1913 when 
they returned from Christmas vacation. The class of 1912 was the last to com 
plete studies at the Old Medical College on Telfair Street.

The dedication ceremony was attended by nationally recognized physi 
cians, including Dr. John A. Witherspoon, president of the American Medical 
Association, and Dr. William Polk, dean of the Cornell University Medical 
College, who were awarded honorary LL. D. degrees by Chancellor David 
Barrow. Dean William H. Doughty Jr. presided at the impressive ceremony 
with participation by members of the college Board of Directors, Board of 
Trustees of the University of Georgia, the mayor and Georgia Gov. Joseph M. 
Brown. Dr. Arthur Dean Bevan, chair of the Council on Medical Education of 
the American Medical Association, was the principal speaker. A special invi 
tation by Dr. Doughty to the "women of Augusta" to attend the ceremony 
appeared in the newspaper.

Another significant event on this day was the re-organization of the Alumni 
Association. Dr. Lamartine G. Hardman, class of 1876, delivered an address 
and was elected president. Dr. Hardman later served as governor of Georgia in 
1927-31.

The festivities concluded with a banquet that evening at the Bon Air Hotel.
The second building on the MCG campus was the Dugas building dedicated 

Oct. 14, 1937 This was the first new structure for the institution in 102 years. 
The Public Works Administration helped fund the building, which was occu 
pied by the departments of biochemistry, physiology and pharmacology and 
included a large auditorium. The program, held in the auditorium, announced 
that the regents and chancellor marched in to the strains of "Glory to Old 
Georgia," although the correct name is "Glory, Glory to Old Georgia." The 
building was named in honor of Dr. Louis A. Dugas early faculty member, 
dean from 1861-76 and a famous anatomist, pathologist and surgeon. The 
portrait of Dr. Dugas was unveiled by Marie Battey, his great-grand niece. Dr. 
Eugene E. Murphy delivered a sketch of the life of Dr. Dugas and an address 
was given by Chancellor S.V. Sanford.

On the same occasion the College Building was named the Newton 
Building for Dr. George M. Newton, dean from 1844-57, whose generosity 
contributed to the building of the Orphan Asylum. The Newton building 
served as the academic building of MCG until 1954, when the new adminis 
tration building was occupied. It was used for limited purposes for a few 
years and was demolished in 1960. The Dugas building has undergone several 
renovations and is presently occupied by the Department of Pediatrics.

The Newton and Dugas buildings were the beginning of the present-day 
Medical College of Georgia campus and they represent a prominent place in 
the history of the institution.

The author acknowledges material from The Augusta Chronicle, faculty 
minutes, S. Joseph Lewis Jr. manuscript and Dr. Russell Moores' lectures 
on the Tuttle-Newton Home.

Campus beat
The following incidents were recorded by the MCG Public Safety Department. Periodic reports of 
crime-related news on campus are posted in conjunction with federal, state and local laws and are 
intended to maximize campus safety and awareness. To report crimes or suspicious activity, call 
MCG Public Safety at 1-2911 or #2911 from a cellular phone.

Vehicle Break-Ins
  A black 1997 Honda Civic was 
entered by breaking out the passen 
ger-door window while parked on 
the third level of the 15th Street 
Parking Deck on Nov. 23 between 
2:45 p.m. and 11:30 p.m. An after- 
market CD player/stereo was 
reported missing.
  A blue 1990 Honda Accord was 
entered by breaking out the passen 
ger-door vent window while parked 
on the second level of the 15th Street 
Parking Deck between Nov. 23 at

11:55 p.m. and Nov. 24 at 3:56 a.m. 
An after-market car stereo and com 
pact discs were reported missing.

Anyone with information concerning 
these incidents should contact MCG 
Police at ext. 1-2911.

Weapons Violation
  Nov. 20, at approximately 10:55 
a.m., MCG Police were notified that a 
juvenile was pointing and firing an 
unknown type of weapon from the 
Gilbert Manor Housing Complex into

the MCG parking deck on Goss Lane. 
MCG Police responded and located a 
juvenile in the area, who admitted to 
firing a Daisy "BB" air rifle several 
times in to the parking deck. The Air 
Rifle was confiscated and the juve 
nile taken in to custody.

While checking the parking deck 
for damaged property, officers dis 
covered a white Honda Accord 
parked on the second level that had 
damage to the front windshield. The 
owner was notified and responded to 
the scene.
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ACROSS 
1 Dolores, SON Class of '58
5 Wound reminder 
9 In this place

13 Pillage's partner
14 Blissit Award namesake
15 Fright
17 Hip bones
18 Dweeb
19 Land of Kinshasa
20 Produce discharge
22 '58 SON Class VP Barbara
24 Stool pigeon
25 Capital of Lesotho
26 Main highway 
29 Condition
31 Color variation
32 Complacent
33 Laurie or Mel
36 Norse goddess
37 dB
40 ffl regional beverage
41 Tibetan ox
42 Roster
43 Resembling bees 
45 Soup base
47 Mechanical calculator
48 Augusta's largest Heart?
51 Jogging pace
52 Disentangle 
54 Endocrine gland
58 Rob
59 Do nothing
61 Air or sea follower
62 Go into
63 Place or thing word
64 Queue
65 Exam
66 Resting place
67 From a distance

DOWN
1 Word for eye, Web, or garden
2 Dale
3 Heroic
4 Longed for
5 Guard
6 Georgia tribe of old
7 Atmosphere
8 Hospital size yardstick
9 Chem. spill team

10 Pass by
11 Rear
12 Mistake
16 Option list
21 Like bunnies and old TVs
23 View through the lens
26 Wan
27 Ostrichlike bird
28 Confer
29 Class of 58's Eldred ___
30 Low brass instrument

2003 Daniel R. Pearson. All right- reserved.

32 Northern Brit
33 Of the ear
34 Central Ave eatery's 

last name?
35 Sepia shades
38 Wear away
39 Contractions
44 Kneecap
45 Former Sheffield team
46 Return to former condition
47 Fervent
48 Free from doubt
49 Concerning, regarding
50 Old and rickety car
51 Anklebone
53 Miss Edna of '58
55 Naive person
56 Old coin of Indian
57 Lustful look 
60 SRS agency

Note: clues in bold refer to the 1958 class of the School of Nursing and the story and photos on pages 1 and 6.

Solution, 
page 11
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Student services sprinting forward
Project SPRINT is making strides.
Through Project SPRINT (Student services 

Process Re-engineering and INTegration) the 
Medical College of Georgia is starting the process 
to implement new software applications that will 
enhance access to student information. The pro 
gram is designed to streamline operations in the 
Registrar's Office, the Cashiers' Office, 
Admissions and Financial Aid, many of which are 
performed in different ways for different degrees 
and majors.

"Many of the processes that support providing 
student services are inefficient in their use of 
technology and often create inconveniences for 
students, faculty and staff," said Beth Brigdon, 
vice president for information technology and 
Project SPRINT team leader. "The current student 
information system is based on mainframe tech 
nology and was designed not only before Web- 
enabled "e-commerce" technologies were 
available, but also before the use of PCs was 
prevalent. Even more troubling is what I'm hear 
ing with regard to potential compliance and 
accreditation issues that arise from the use of our 
current systems."

For these reasons, MCG has chosen to adopt a 
new student information system based on state- 
of-the-art technologies. The SCT's Banner system 
is a fully integrated, Oracle-based, Internet-native

technology solution used in 32 of the 34 public 
higher education institutions across Georgia.

"Implementing Banner will impact every 
administrative process associated with being 
enrolled at MCG   applying for admission, 
course registration, processing financial aid, 
grades, tracking student statistics and more," said 
Dr. Mike Miller, vice president for enrollment and 
student services.

Phase I of the project began in July and 
includes analyzing and in some cases re-engi 
neering current business processes. Teams of fac 
ulty and staff from across campus are 
determining possible improvements and identify 
ing business process transition requirements for 
Banner. Interdepartmental teams graphically dia 
gram the functions, document problem areas and 
recommend solutions.

"Several of the problems identified simply boil 
down to communication issues that have been 
solved during the meetings," said Dr. Miller. 
"These Business Process Analysis teams have 
been working hard to ensure our future success 
and we thank them for their efforts."

A total of 27 critical processes have been docu 
mented so far, and approximately 100 are slated 
for evaluation during the course of Phase I. The 
processes chosen for analysis are either required 
for compliance or accreditation; known to be tiro-

ken or inconsistent across schools; impacting a 
large number of students, faculty or staff; an 
opportunity for saving time or money; or of 
strategic value to MCG's core mission of educa 
tion. A list of current processes is available on the 
Project SPRINT Web site, www.mcg.edu/sprint.

"It is imperative that we start now to plan for 
this critical effort so that we are prepared ade 
quately for a smooth implementation," said Dr. 
Miller.

As a second step to each process evaluation 
effort, problems or concerns are identified and 
categorized into one of three areas - policy 
issues, software issues or process issues. Policy 
issues will be addressed at the senior leadership 
levels across MCG over the next several months. 
Software issues will be incorporated into Phase II 
of SPRINT. The actual implementation of the 
SCT Banner software is scheduled to begin in 
FY05.

Dec. 19 from 1 to 3 p.m., in room 130 of the 
Auditoria Center, a Banner awareness meeting 
will include a demonstration of the Banner sys 
tem and a question and answer session.

The Project SPRINT team will provide updates 
via the Web, the Beeper and Campus 
Announcements. For more information about 
Project SPRINT, visit www.mcg.edu/sprint or e- 
mail questions to sprint@mcg.edu.
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CMC ornaments
Gifts that give
Mark this holiday season with a 

special gift for a loved one that 
touches the lives of patients in the 
Medical College of Georgia Children's 
Medical Center.

Brass, gold-plated ornaments fea 
turing historic Augusta sites are on 
sale through the CMC Development 
Office. Meadow Garden House is fea 
tured on the 10th and final ornament 
of the series.

From 1792 to 1804, George Walton, 
Georgia's youngest signer of the 
Declaration of Independence and a 
Georgia governor, and his family 
lived in Meadow Garden House. It is 
also the first house in Georgia specifi 
cally purchased for historical preser 
vation.

To purchase an ornament, contact 
the CMC Development Office at 
ext.1-3957 or place an order at 
www.MCGHealth.org. This year's 
ornament is $15. Previous years' 
ornaments are available for $18. 
Proceeds benefit programs for chil 
dren and families at the MCG 
Children's Medical Center.

ENTERPRISE MILL
LOFT APARTMENTS

Walking distance to MCG

Loft and studio apartments with original 
maple floors, window blinds & ceiling fans,

cable connections, large double- 
insulated windows, fitness center, and more.

Listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places

can 262-4001
or visit 

enterprisemill.com

Artwork used with permission of CMC Development Office and artist Donna Whaley

CONVENIENT TO MCG

W\LDEN HILLS
APARTMENT HOMES

LUXURIOUS   TRANQUIL   CONVENIENT

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM HOMES
Gated Community   Loft Apartments 

Superior Amenities Package

1O35 ALEXANDER DRIVE

733-OO64
MOMMAS

o Washington Rd / Calhoun Exp.

Walton Way

MCG

www. ApartmentsByLJnitecl.com
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LOST & FOUND-

LOST Gold signet ring. Bent up, but great senti 
mental value. Was Grandmother's. Initials "SH" 
Call 803-644-5715

MISCELLANEOUS.

FRUIT Certified organic fruit baskets. FREE 
delivery most locations. Give a healthy gift! 651- 
9993

AB-DOER $45. Car seat, booster seat, excel 
lent condition, $25 each. Angela 792-0439

VACATION RENTALS.

LEARN TO FLY in brand-new airplanes at low 
est rates, www.philsflying.com (706) 595-6663

TOMTHUMBLAWN MAINTENANCE 
Knowledgeable and experienced service for reg 
ular care of small landscaping projects. FREE 
estimates. Call 556-9846

NEED YOUR HOUSE CLEANED? We have 
a few openings in our schedule. Experienced, 
dependable, honest,hardworking. References. 
Call Dana or Melanie at (706) 650-7612

BUILD EXTRA INCOME with a part-time e- 
commerce business. (803) 279-2170 or 
csamuelslO@aol.com

HOMES, APARTMENTS,
ROOMMATES, ETC.———————————

WANTED.

HILTON HEADCONDO Great relaxing week 
end getaway. 2 bdrm, 2'/: bath Sleeps six. Off- 
season rates only $85 per night (912) 282-1036

SERVICES.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Interior/exterior paint 
ing, carpentry, pressure washing. References 
avail. 706-737-4221, leave message.

HOUSEKEEPING Team of two has time in 
their schedule to clean another house. Excl. 
references. 279-3682

PHOTOGRAPHY for all occasions. 
Weddings, portraits, parties, commercial. 
706-840-0791

SEEKING serious female student to rent bdrm 
in 2 bdrm loft. Separate bathroom, modest 
price, walking distance to MCG. Call 364-6039

EXEC 3 bdrm, 2'/2 bath executive patio home 
on cul-de-sac 4 min. to MCG. $1500 733- 
4205

COVETED North Augusta home, 3 bdrm, 2Vi 
bath, 2000 sqft, brand-new townhouse next to 
Riverview Park less than 10 min. to MCG. Rent 
($800/mo) or buy ($132,000) (803) 439- 
2776

SUMMERVILLE HOUSE 2 bdrm, 1 bath. 
$500 733-4205

WANTED Room for rent (706) 613-2795

FULL-TIME NANNY for 1-yr old twins and 
7-yr-old. Starting pay: $400/wk. Must be great 
with kids, excellent driver, non-smoker with 
excellent refs. Cottage on property avail for 
nanny/couple. Inquiries: 
PamJames@BellJames.com

PART-TIME Retail assistant, year-round. 
Articulate, energetic, reliable. Afternoons, 20 
hrs/wk, flexible. $7/hr. Established store on the 
Hill. Not food or clothing. Resume to DLB, PO 
Box 3696, Augusta GA 30914

LAW OFFICE needs part-time researcher/para 
legal. Common sense, initiative and computer 
skills required. Will train for remainder. Reply to 
PO Box 915, Augusta GA 30903-0915

THE PUZZLE SOLVED

SEE PAGE 9

Congratulations!
...to JULIE PARIS, who found her name hidden in the 

FROG HOLLOW GEN. STORE ad on page 7 of our last issue.
JULIE WON A COOL $50.00!!!

WILL YOUR NAME BE HIDDEN IN THIS ISSUE?
CHECK OUR ADS TO FIND OUT! AND REMEMBER: 

CALL BEFORE THE FRIDAY NOON DEADLINE!

...wherein we hide (with fiendish cleverness) the names of randomly 
chosen students and employees — one per issue — then slather them 
with cash if they manage to find their name. If your name is hidden in 
one of the advertisements in this issue, you'll score fifty dollars. Sure, 
it pays to read the Beeper.
THE RULES: 1 . Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden with 
in one of the ads in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, call the Beeper busi 
ness office (706-860-5455) or notify us via e-mail (graphicadv@knology.net) before noon on 
Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 
FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not call. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or 
employed by MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is 
responsible for printing errors which may make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other 
newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more than one person has the same hidden name, 
the first person to claim the prize is the sole winner. 7. Prizes awarded to winners may vary 
from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

MCG Marketplace

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
Name______________ 
Address ———————————— 
MCG extension (if applicable):. 
Home phone: __________

_ad may not contain 
an MCG extension

Category of ad (leave blank if unsure):.

AD (write one word per line, including home phone number):

.25 .50 .75

1.00 1.25 1.50

1.75 2.00 2.25

2.50 2.75 3.00

3.25 3.50 3.75

4.00 4.25 4.50

4.75 5.00 5.25

5.50 5.75 6.00

6.25 6.50 6.75

7.00 7.25 7.50

7.75 8.00 8.25

8.50 8.75 9.00

Copy this form or continue on additional sheet if more space needed.

Send this form with payment to: 
Graphic Advertising, PO Box 397, Augusta, GA 30903-0397

Total ad cost by number of words above: $_____ ___
Multiply by number of times ad to run: x

Total submitted: $

MCG Marketplace ads are 2Sf per word per issue, pre-paid and non- 
refundable (payment: check or money order payable to Graphic 

Advertising). Ads for next issue (January 8) must be received in writing not 
later than January 2. (Our publishing schedule: every other Thursday)
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GLYCERINE from page 3

A process called co-localization helps show that phospholipase D (red) and aqua- 
porin 3 (green) are together (yellow) in skin cells.

doesn't happen and neither does the resulting signal that directs normal skin 
cell maturation.

Another naturally occurring mouse with dry, thick skin has aquaporin 3 but 
lacks skin fats that are normally broken down to release glycerol, Dr. Bollag 
say/.

When glycerol was given topically or orally to these animal models, many of 
the skin problems resolved. Other water-attracting agents didn't work so well, 
which gives the MCG researchers more fuel for their finding that glycerol also 
plays a key role in normal skin cell maturation and proliferation.

They hope their findings will not only contribute to a better understanding 
of normal skin development but lead to more effective treatment when devel 
opment is abnormal.

"For instance, in psoriasis, you have keratinocytes (skin cells) that grow too 
much and if we could somehow harness this signal, we might somehow be 
able to tell those keratinocytes, 'No. It's time to mature. Stop growing. Mature 
and form good skin. Form this good barrier,'" Dr. Bollag says. "Another 
instance in which you don't get normal maturation of the keratinocytes is in 
skin cancer, the non-melanoma skin cancers. So here is another way that if we 
could potentially harness this signaling pathway, we could maybe bypass the 
signal that basically makes them cancer and tell them, 'No. Mature and form 
skin and that's it. Don't become a cancer,'" says Dr. Bollag.

The MCG researcher has submitted a grant application to the National 
Institutes of Health to further study the signaling mechanism she and Dr. 
Zheng have found. The NIH supported her current studies as well.

quiet pond
inspired homegoods & gardenware

imported soaps 'fragrant candles 
garden gifts & ornamenta

artisan pottery & glass 
bird-lovers requisites * lavender and more,,,

1423 Monte Sano Ave • Augusta
Ph: 706.729.0220

TRACY'S CHOICE
592 Bobby Jones Expressway • 706-868-8498 

Accessories • Gifts • Alterations • Green Tea

STOP BY TODAY!

NEW YEARS AT THE WILLCOX
WHEREVER. THIS PAST YEAR HAS TAKEN YOU, A NEW AND SPLENDID ONE is ABOUT TO BEGIN

AT THE WILLCOX. THE CELEBRATION STARTS AT 9 P.M. ON DECEMBER. 31, WITH A SIX-COURSE

DINNER FOR TWO AT THE MAGICAL SEECER'S AT THE Wll.l.COX. THEN ASCENDS TO YOUR

ROOM OR SUITE. WHERE CHILLED CHAMPAGNE AND SUMPTUOUS DESSERTS ARE SERVED.

THE FIRST MORNING OF THE NEW YEAR OPENS WITH A FULL SOUTHERN BREAKFAST

AND A COMFORTABLY LATE CHECK-OUT. UNLESS. OF COURSE, YOU EXTEND

YOUR FESTIVITIES HERE IN AlKEN. ROOMS ARE $290", SUITES ARE 5390*.

JOIN US FOR THE BRAND NEW YEAR..

HI: WlLLCOX

Don't miss a Beep! Visit www.icg.edu/news/beeper


