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MCG is a
tobacco-free campus

by Toni Baker

Dr. Barbara L. Schuster, an 
internist and seasoned medical 
educator who chaired the 
Department of Internal Medicine at 
Wright State University’s Boonshoft 
School of Medicine in Ohio for 12 
years, has been named campus 
dean of the MCG/University of 
Georgia Medical Partnership 
Campus in Athens.

“We are happy to have Dr. 
Schuster, a proven and passionate 
educator, physician and 
administrator, lead this innovative 
campus that will leverage the 
significant strengths of Georgia’s 
health sciences university and the 

state’s flagship institution of higher 
education,” said Dr. Daniel W. 
Rahn, MCG president and senior 
vice chancellor for health and 
medical programs for the University 
System of Georgia. “Expansion of 
physician education is critical to 
the health of our citizens and to 
the future of our rapidly growing 
state. The new, four-year medical 
partnership campus in Athens 
will contribute significantly to this 
initiative.”

“Dr. Schuster is exactly the right 
person to lead this critical initiative 
to help address the shortage 
of physicians in Georgia,” said 

Dean selected for MCG/UGA 
Medical Partnership Campus

Dr. Barbara L. SchusterSee Dean, page 13

by Amy Connell

Instead of flipping through a 
textbook, radiology residents will 
soon use computers to learn about 
the physics of radiology.

Four Web-based instructional 
modules are being developed 
by MCG medical physicists and 
radiologists. The project is funded 
by the Radiological Society of 
North America and the American 
Association of Physicists in 
Medicine.

“Many radiology residents 
learn medical physics by reading 

textbooks on their own or taking a 
one-week review course before their 
board exams,” says Dr. James V. 
Rawson, Warren Professor and chair 
of the Department of Diagnostic, 
Therapeutic and Interventional 
Radiology in the School of 
Medicine. “These modules are an 
innovation in resident instruction 
for a generation of learners more 
comfortable using computers.”

The modules include the physics 
of magnetic resonance and X-ray 
imaging. Each will be 45 minutes 

Web-based modules 
to improve radiology 
resident education

See Modules, page 4
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It’s time to break out sweaters and jackets as temperatures 
dip and leaves change their colors, evidenced by a recent 
morning on the MCG campus.

Change is in the air
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DEADLINES
for  Nov. 12 issue - Nov. 5 at noon
for  Nov. 26 issue - Nov. 19 at noon

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to discover, 
disseminate, and apply knowledge to improve health and reduce the 
burden of illness on society. In realizing its mission, the Medical College 
of Georgia is committed to serving the people of Georgia, the nation and 
the world by:
•	Preparing	the	health	professional	workforce	of	the	future;
•	Conducting	research	through	programs	that	create,	disseminate	and
	 apply	new	knowledge	relevant	to	human	health;
•	Providing	exceptional,	innovative,	patient-centered	health
	 care	services;
•	Contributing	to	the	economic	development	and	well-being	of	the
 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
 research and clinical care.

SON Halloween 
The School of Nursing will sponsor 

a Halloween Non-Food Trick-or-Treat 
tomorrow, Oct. 30 from 3-5 p.m. 
throughout the school. To list your office 
as a Trick-or-Treat stop, contact Kathleen 
Slagle at kslagle@mcg.edu.

Open Enrollment 
The Open Enrollment Period for 

employee benefits ends Friday, Nov. 7 at 
5 p.m. Enrollment materials are online 
at www.mcg.edu/hr/benefits/enrollment/.

 For more information: Patricia Riley, 
ext. 1-3770

SCCP 2008
The State Charitable Contributions 

Program enables employees to support 
local charities through a payroll deduction 
or other convenient methods. The program 
runs through Nov. 15. The SCCP Heart 
Contest ends Saturday, Nov. 1.

For more information: Joel Smith, ext. 
1-0343 or jsmith6@mcg.edu

Bake sale
The Public Safety Division will have a 

bake sale Friday, Oct. 31 from 6 a.m.-until 
on the second floor of Annex II to benefit 
the SCCP Campaign. Cakes, cookies, 
muffins, breads and more from A Piece 
of Cake, The Fresh Market, Very Vera and 
others will be on sale. There will also be a 
raffle for a Haunted House cake.

Contact: Molly Flanders, 1-2914

Breast health
Breast Health Services will present a 

free Lunch and Learn Friday, Oct. 31 from 
noon-1 p.m. in the Magnolia Room of 
Terrace Dining. Psychologists Kimberly 
Davis and Marie-Christine Rutter will 
discuss coping strategies. Lunch will be 
served. 

For reservations: ext. 1-4109

TAP for spring
The Tuition Assistance Program 

application period runs Oct. 31-Nov. 17 
for spring semester. TAP waives up to 
eight hours of tuition and certain fees 
for employees enrolled in courses at 
University System of Georgia institutions. 
The program is available to full-time, 
benefits-eligible employees employed at 
MCG for six or more continuous months. 
Visit www.mcg.edu/hr/training/index.
html for the policy and application.

For more information: Wanda O’Brien, 
ext. 1-4054 or wobrien@mcg.edu  

Annual training 
November is Training and Compliance 

Awareness Month. Campus employees 
will receive an e-mail notification Nov. 1 
regarding annual training requirements for 
2008. 

Wellness special
The Wellness Center will offer a free 

fitness assessment with the purchase of 
any membership package in November.

For more information: www.mcg.edu/
wellness or ext. 1-6800

Earth Fare for CMC
Earth Fare at 368 Fury’s Ferry Rd. will 

donate 5 percent of total sales Saturday, 
Nov. 1 to the Children’s Medical Center. 
From 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. children’s activities 
will take place, including a cooking class, 
crafts, games, story time and more.

Poinsettia sale
The MCG Sertoma Club is taking orders 

for red poinsettias for $17 each, to be 
delivered Dec. 2. All proceeds benefit 
CSRA projects such as Make-A-Wish, 
Camp Sertoma for Children, Safe Kids of 
East Central Georgia, speech and hearing 
equipment and more.

 To order: kaduncan@mcg.edu or 
706-434-1640 

Lending library
The Parent and Teacher Organization 

of the MCG Child Care Center is accepting 
donations of new or used children’s 
books and movies for a lending library. 
Donations may be dropped off at the Child 
Care Center or room 3301 of Pavilion III.

For more information: Wendy Arbuckle, 
ext. 1-2837

Sports injury clinic
The MCGHealth Sports Medicine Center, 

937 15th St., offers a walk-in sports injury 
clinic for athletes Saturdays at 9 a.m. 
through Nov. 8. Staffed by board-certified 
and fellowship-trained sports medicine 
physicians and athletic trainers, the clinic 
treats injured football, softball, volleyball 
and soccer players, as well as cheerleaders 
and drill team members. 

Flu shots
Flu shots are available to MCG, MCGHI 

and PPG employees weekdays from          
7 a.m.-4 p.m. in the Employee Health 
Clinic. Shots are free for MCGHI staff and 
$18 for MCG and PPG employees. Mobile 
clinic visits may be scheduled.

Contact: Michele Wallace, miwallace@
mcg.edu

OHRP training
The Office of Human Research 

Protection will offer a Webinar Thursday, 
Nov. 6 at 8:30 a.m. on amendment and 
continuation submissions for the HAC. A 
classroom session will be held at 3:30 p.m. 
in room 3302 of Pavilion III.

For details: Kim Koss, ext. 1-1481

Memorial service
The annual Precious Lives Memorial 

Service honoring children who died this 
year at the Children’s Medical Center will 
be held Saturday, Nov. 8 at 2 p.m. in the 
Alumni Center. Families and staff who 
cared for the children are invited.

Contact: Erwin Veale, ext. 1-5110

Career Day 
The Schools of Allied Health Sciences 

and Nursing will host Career Day Monday, 
Nov. 10 from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Health Sciences Building lobby. The first 
250 students will receive lunch. Meet 
with area employers and register for door 
prizes.

Contact: Campus Life Services, ext. 
1-3356 or www.mcg.edu/students/affairs 

Sight symposium
The School of Medicine Ophthalmology 

Interest Group and Students for 
Intercultural Medicine Interest Group 
will present a symposium Monday, Nov. 
10 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in room 1222 of 
the Health Sciences Building. Drs. James 
Clarke and Seth Wayne, ophthalmologists 
from Accra, Ghana, will speak. Food will 
be served.

Veterans Day ceremony
The Georgia War Veterans Home 

will conduct a Veterans Day Ceremony 
Tuesday, Nov. 11 at 9 a.m. in the 
courtyard. Col. John K. Dewey from 
the U.S. Army Signal Center will speak. 
Fort Gordon’s U.S. Army Signal Corps 
Band, the Post Ceremonial Detachment 
Color Guard and the Butler High School 
Drill Team will participate. The public is 
invited.

Contact:  Karen Yonce, ext. 1-2531

Beeper deadlines
For the Nov. 12 edition, deadline is 

Nov. 5 at noon. For the Nov. 26 edition, 
deadline is Nov. 19 at noon. Send 
announcements or story ideas to beeper@
mcg.edu or contact Beeper Editor Sharron 
Walls at ext. 1-4410, FI-1042 (campus mail) 
or swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted 
to the MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing 
NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu and the 
Campus Events Calendar at www.calendar.
mcg.edu.edu
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106 E. Martintown Road
North Augusta
803.441.8300 
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This house has two mas-
ter suites, one on each 
side of the house, 12x24 
deck,10x20 work shop, 4.97 
acres, 4-car 
port, large frt 
porch, more 
land is avail-
able. Located 
in Gilbert, 
SC.

1.5 acre lot centrally located. 
Minutes from Augusta and Aiken. 

Great place to build your next home. 
Call today for more details. 

Liz Berry 706.627.2047

FEATURED LISTING

Leo Rice 706.267.6691

Great brick home with 3BR/3BA  W/ 
5 ACRES OF PASTURE AND TREES. 

Hardwood and tile throughout, 
JACCUZI TUB IN OWNER’S SUITE. 

Updated plumbing and wiring. 
Call Gloria Turner 803.640.5662 

Investment!!! Located next to Kimberly
Clark. This property has waterfront, road 

frontage, and so much more. Timber value, 
open land, wildlife galore. Sell the “front” 
and keep the balance for a wildlife retreat.

Call Thomas Paull 803.474.2441

Just Listed, Act Fast! Beautifully maintained 
home close to Ft Gordon and I-20. Walking 
distance to Liberty Park Community Center. 

Charming neighborhood with large lots. Spa-
cious layout, Lovely decor, quality updates, 
and great closet space throughout. This is a 

must see! Call Kamey Hawk 706.513.4891

Gorgeous custom built house with upgrades 
galore!! 2715 sq ft, 4BR, 3.5BA with 

hardwood, ceramic tile, & berber carpet 
flooring. Custom kitchen cabinets, granite 

countertops w/ island bar. All stainless steel 
kitchen appliances & upgraded light fixtures 

remain. Call Jamie Paull 706.564.8599

JUST LISTED

JUST LISTED

JUST LISTED

Conflict of interest 
is a serious matter

November is Training and 
Compliance Month. This year, MCG 
employees will train in Affirmative 
Action/Equal Employment 
Opportunity, Compliance and 
Ethical Concerns, Confidentiality 
Statement, Ethics Policy, Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 
HIPAA Refresher, Individual and 
Institutional Conflicts of Interest 
Policies, Information Security 
Awareness and the Telework/

Flextime Policy. Other awareness 
information may be offered. 

Employees required to take 
Occupational Health Program 
training will be notified by e-mail.  

All training requirements must 
be complete by Monday, Dec. 1. 
Training will take place online at 
www.educode.com/MCG/login50/. 
For information regarding login, 
contact Catherine Holmes at ext. 
3196.

Training and 
Compliance

by Sharron Walls

Added this year to the list of 
required campuswide training are 
the Individual and Institutional 
Conflicts of Interest Policies. 

“There are different ways to 
disclose and manage conflicts 
of interest,” says Lee Little, 
MCG Senior Legal Advisor, “and 
managing conflicts of interest is a 
requirement for federal funding.” 
With more dealings in commercial 
sponsorships and intellectual 
property rights on campuses 
nationwide, more opportunity for 
conflict of interest arises. 

MCG has proactively revised 
its individual conflict-of-interest 
policy and created a new policy for 
the management of institutional 
conflicts of interest. 

Individually, any employee with 
an outside relationship, financial 
or otherwise, that might create bias 
in their MCG work must disclose 
that relationship. The requirement 
has been broadened beyond the 
research staff to anyone who 
performs work on behalf of MCG.

For example, an individual’s 
family business’s dealings with 
MCG could be a conflict of 
interest. “A conflict of interest 
usually involves money,” says Ms. 
Little, “but personal or business 
relationships also could be an issue. 
The main aspect of the policy is 
disclosure and management, or 
transparency.”

The new Institutional Conflict 
of Interest Policy affects the 
relationships of MCG, senior 

management, departments, schools, 
subunits or affiliated outside 
organizations with individuals or 
companies that have research or 
commercial interests in MCG or its 
affiliates.

“Commercial arrangements in 
which private companies provide 
financing, equipment and training 
to institutions can be helpful,” 
says Ms. Little, “because students 
gain real-world experience and 
the institution gets cutting-edge 
equipment that may be otherwise 
difficult to obtain. These are 
processes that often are best 
financed by a sponsor, but when 
an institution enters into such a 
relationship, the institution must 
ensure that it is objective and that 
our mission at MCG, including 
education, is the primary focus. 
So disclosure of the proposed 
relationship is necessary.”

Everyone on campus will take 
the training course, much like 
HIPAA training, in November. 
Certain employees – faculty, 
investigators, senior leadership 
– must annually certify whether 
they have conflicts of interests and 
disclose them to supervisors.

A panel appointed by 
Provost Barry Goldstein makes 
recommendations on managing 
conflicts of interest. Chaired by Vice 
President for Finance Bill Bowes, 
it consists of seven members, 
including one from the community, 
who review submissions and 
determine whether a conflict exists. 

For more information, contact 
Ms. Little at ext. 4018.

Open Enrollment Ends 
Nov. 7 at 5 p.m.
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by Sharron Walls

Rodents and insects are no match 
for MCG’s soft-spoken pest control 
coordinator. He’s the “licensed 
killer” on campus.

William “Bill” Davidson has 
been putting down the pests 
since 1992 with a combination 
of skill, determination and 
dedication to customer service. 
This year’s Clay Adamson Facilities 
Management Employee of the Year 
is a certified pest control operator, 
licensed through the Department 
of Agriculture. His domain 
encompasses everything from the 
president’s home to the most out-of-
the-way closet.

“We try to keep everything at 
bay,” he says of his creepy-crawly 
adversaries. “We’re very proactive, 
especially when it comes to the 
research laboratories.” 

Not surprisingly, his favorite part 
of working at MCG is “the people. 

I genuinely care for them; I look at 
them as my customers and just treat 
them with respect. When they’ve 
got pest management problems, 
they don’t need you to pass the 
buck to somebody else, they need 
you to take care of it and check 
back with them until the problem’s 
gone.”

Mr. Davidson used to hunt 
another type of creature. The 
Augusta native spent many years 
in Florida operating a deep-sea 
fishing business off the Sarasota 
coast. He still loves the water – 
most Saturdays will find him on 
the Augusta Canal as captain of an 
Enterprise Mill Petersburg tour boat. 

The Employee of the Year Award 
caught him by surprise. “They do a 
wonderful job of keeping it a secret 
because I really had no idea,” he 
says. 

The bugs better watch out. Mr. 
Davidson is eligible to retire next 
year, but has no plans for leaving.

Adamson Award 
recipient “licensed 
to kill”

by Sharron Walls
 
From her window high above 

the campus, Judy Sanders has 
quite a view. But it’s the people 
inside that keep this former traveler 
at MCG.

“I like being up here on the 
ninth floor in the nephrology 
section,” says this year’s Erie P. 
Blissit Award recipient. “You’re 
exposed to extraordinary people, so 
you can do extraordinary work.” 

Ms. Sanders has been keeping 
track of schedules for Drs. Laura 
Mulloy, Pamela Fall and Anup 
Manoharan for four years this 
month. Born and raised in South 
Carolina, she spent 10 years 
in Utah, where she was office 
manager for a logging company 
and earned most of the credits she 
needed for a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration. She 
recently completed the program 
as a distance-learner from Almeda 
University in Boise, Idaho. 

She has previously served as 
an executive secretary in the life 
insurance industry and operations 
manager for a moving and storage 
company, and lived in many 
locales, including Germany and 
Spain, but plans to make MCG her 
home until retirement.

Receiving the Blissit Award was 
unexpected. “It was awesome to 
win,” says Ms. Sanders. “I was 
very surprised. There was such a 
good group of people to choose 
from, it must have been difficult for 
the people making the decision. 

“I’ve had a pretty interesting 

little adventure,” she says of 
her life. “But now I really enjoy 
working in nephrology. All of the 
people here are just fantastic. We 
get along really great; we feel like 
we’re family.”

Blissit Award recipient 
likes the scenery here
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William Davidson

long, interactive and designed so 
residents can work independently, 
says Dr. Jerry Allison, medical 
physicist. “We’ve been asked 
to be very creative in how we 
design them, even to the extent 
of incorporating games.” Each 
will include an example of clinical 
relevance, prerequisites, objectives, 
an outline, questions and a post-
test. They will supplement lectures 
and PowerPoint presentations. 

“Learning the principles and 
physics essential to the technology 
helps radiologists fully master the 
technology to diagnose disease,” 
says Dr. Allison, a principal author 
of the modules. “That’s important 
because it allows them to change a 
procedure to reduce or change an 
artifact; for example, if a pregnant 
woman comes for an X-ray, 
radiologists need to know how 
to tailor the X-ray procedure to 
minimize the radiation dosage for 
the fetus as well as the mother.”

They also will better prepare 
residents for the physics portion 
of their board exams required 
for licensure, which they take in 
the second year of training, says 
Dr. Fabiola Weber, second-year 
radiology resident.

“The board exam questions 
aren’t as straightforward anymore,” 
Dr. Weber explains. “It’s more 
clinically focused, and these 

modules will be interactive and 
help residents adjust to the new 
way board exams are given.”  

Thirty-two modules are being 
developed during the next 12 
months at institutions in North 
America and Europe. Each module 
will be developed by physicists and 
radiologists working together. 

“We’re encouraged to involve 
radiology residents in the 

development of the modules,” 
says Dr. Allison. “It will benefit 
them from the standpoint that, in 
helping us develop the module, 
they’ll learn some of the content 
early on.”

Other module authors include 
Dr. Nathan Yanasak, magnetic 
resonance scientist; Dr. Tom Hu, 
biochemist and biophysicist; and 
George David, medical physicist.

Modules...from page 1

Second-year radiology resident Dr. Fabiola Weber studies a 
mammographic image.
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Shari 
Alexander 

706.631.4257

524 Georgia Avenue • Suite 2 • North Augusta
803.279.0999 • riverviewrealtyshoppe.com

sharialexander@comcast.net

R124383•S102308 Anthony Zizzamia
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Claude McBride (seated, left), University of Georgia Alumni 
Association consultant, prepares to interview Dr. Lois Ellison 
(right), MCG’s historian-in-residence, Oct. 21 in the Greenblatt 
Library’s Special Collections Room. Dr. Ellison, a UGA alumna, 
will be part of the documentary, “Remembering UGA: An Oral 
History Project.”

History lesson
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Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE

R110214•BP081607

Health Information and Technology Week  
November 2-8

Open Enrollment Ends 
Nov. 7 at 5 p.m.
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by Amy Connell

Eight students in the MCG 
clinical nurse leader program have 
each received a $10,000 scholarship 
from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation New Careers in Nursing 
Scholarship Program. 

The program, launched by the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
and American Association of 
Colleges of Nursing, aims to 
alleviate the nation’s nursing 
shortage by dramatically expanding 
the pipeline of students in 
accelerated nursing programs. MCG 
is the only school in Georgia and 
among the first in the nation to 
receive this funding. 

“This scholarship program is 
designed to ease the shortage of 
nurses and nurse faculty – an 
urgent national problem that 
potentially jeopardizes the health of 
all Americans,” says John Lumpkin, 
senior vice president and director 
of the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation Health Care Group. 
“Fewer students will be turned 
away by schools of nursing because 
of the availability of this support 
for accelerated nursing degree 
programs.”

“With these scholarships, the 
School of Nursing will be able to 
attract new groups of students, 
which is extremely exciting,” says 
School of Nursing Dean Lucy 
Marion. Eight first-year students 
– Eric Cockrell, Shana Crawford, 
Tionya DeBerry, Sarah Gleason, 
Shauna Johnson, Kimberly May, 
Subarna Mukherjee and Tracey 
Pounds –were the first recipients. 

MCG’s master’s-level, 16-month 
clinical nurse leader program, the 
first of its kind in Georgia, is aimed 
at reducing the nursing shortage 
so students with a baccalaureate 
or higher degree in a non-nursing 
field can obtain a master’s degree in 
nursing at an accelerated pace. 

“The goal of the scholarship is 
to diversify the entire CNL student 

body,” says Dr. Cynthia Mundy, 
program director. “It’s going to 
help attract under-represented 
minorities in nursing. We want 
our professionals to reflect the 
community they’re working in 
as closely as possible, and many 
of these students will be serving 
diverse populations.”

Since the program’s inception, 
enrollment has grown 220 percent, 
from 14 students to 45. 

Recipients will participate in a 
monthly professional development 
series and help recruit future under-
represented students, particularly at 
Paine and Spelman colleges. 

“The professional development 
series will help the students 
with leadership, mentorship, 
professionalism, career planning 
and recruitment,” says Annette 
Bourgault, a program director and 
instructor of physiological and 
technological nursing.

“We are grateful to Paine and 
Spelman Colleges for their support, 

and our strong relationship with 
these historically black colleges will 
be an integral component of our 
recruitment efforts,” says Lovoria 
Williams, a program director and 
instructor of health environments 
and systems.

In addition to the $80,000 from 

Scholarships to increase diversity 
of accelerated nursing program

See Nursing, page 8

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus
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Recipe Contest
Winner

receives a FREE LUNCH FOR FOUR 
delivered to her office by Choice Catering.

Angela Garnett

Piggy Pinwheels

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! 
Submit your recipe to the Beeper! 

beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

Lunch for 4 
provided by

R123907•BP102908

Deli-sliced ham (smoked or honey-glazed)
12-ounce container of Whipped Philadelphia Cream Cheese

medium jar of Vlastic Kosher Dill or Garlic Pickle whole slices

Absorb moisture from ham and pickles using paper towels.
Spread cream cheese as thick as you like evenly over ham.

Place pickle on the edge of prepared ham slice and roll tightly.
Cut the rolled ham, cream cheese and pickle slices to 

create the pinwheel.

Ingredients

Directions

choicecatering.com • 706.364.4492
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by Amy Connell

A new bacterial infection is 
running rampant in communities 
because of antibiotic abuse, but 
ironically it is often misdiagnosed 
and treated with the wrong 
antibiotics, says a physician 
working to stop it.

Physicians regularly mistake the 
abscesses, or pockets of pus, caused 
by community-associated MRSA, or 
CA-MRSA, for spider bites and treat 
them as such, says Dr. Jim Wilde, 
MCG pediatric emergency medicine 
and infectious disease physician.

“Don’t be fooled into thinking 
it’s a spider bite,” he says. “Think 
MRSA if you see a sore like that 
on somebody’s hand or arm. 
The problem is that doctors are 
choosing the wrong oral antibiotics 
or are just not recognizing it at all.”  

Now they can log on to a new 
online lecture through the MCG 
Division of Continuing Education to 
learn more about this leading cause 
of skin and soft-tissue infections in 
the state. 

It’s part of a statewide 
educational campaign sponsored by 
Georgia United against Antibiotic 
Resistant Disease, or GUARD, to 
raise awareness about CA-MRSA. 

Doctors and the general public 
can access the lecture at www.
mcg.edu/ce/Online/mrsaonline. 
Physicians can receive continuing 
medical education credits for 
participating.

“The lecture, which is the 
first online continuing medical 
education course at MCG, is an 
excellent opportunity to learn more 
about this epidemic,” says Caro 
Cassels, director of the continuing 

education division.
“There is a lot of misinformation 

and misunderstanding about MRSA, 
even among practicing physicians,” 
says Dr. Wilde, who directs GUARD. 
“And we see dozens of cases of CA-
MRSA in the emergency room every 
week here. It is a different type of 
MRSA than what we’ve known for 
the last 40 years and is spreading 
all over the country very rapidly.”

MRSA, or methicillin resistant 
Staph aureus, cannot be killed by 
methicillin, a type of penicillin. It is 
spread by physical contact, not by 
breathing the same air or coughing. 
It lives on the skin and can survive 
on others surfaces for at least 24 
hours. Hospital-associated MRSA 

(HA-MRSA) has been rampant 
inside hospitals since the early 
1960s but was rare among healthy 
people in the community. CA-
MRSA popped up around 2003 and 
quickly spread nationwide, causing 
infections primarily in healthy 
people outside hospitals. Infections 
caused by either form of MRSA can 
be treated, but HA-MRSA is much 
more dangerous. Both are resistant 
to all beta-lactam antibiotics, 
the most widely used class of 
antibiotics available. 

“And yet, despite the fact that 
most skin and soft-tissue infections 
now are caused by CA-MRSA, there 
are still many doctors who are 
prescribing these antibiotics,” Dr. 

Wilde says. “We’re trying to get the 
word out to everyone in the state 
to stop using beta-lactams for skin 
infections.”

In addition to the online course, 
9,700 primary care physicians 
received educational packets from 
GUARD. Each packet contains a CA-
MRSA fact sheet, an informational 
poster, a two-page synopsis of 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommendations for 
treating CA-MRSA and a fill-in-the-
blank discharge sheet. Dr. Wilde 
also coordinates a speakers’ bureau 
on CA-MRSA with more than 
30 members available to deliver 
lectures anywhere in the state. 

GUARD is the Georgia chapter 

of the CDC’s Get Smart about 
Antibiotic Use Program. The 
coalition seeks to reduce antibiotic-
resistant disease by decreasing 
inappropriate antibiotic use. 
The educational campaign also 
is sponsored by the Georgia 
Department of Human Resources.

For more information about the 
online course and coalition, visit 
www.ga-guard.org.

Online course enlightens physicians about 
community-associated MRSA

Dr. Jim Wilde
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Goshen
MCG

MEMBERSHIP

• No initiation fee
• $15 per 18h, any day
• Includes cart fee

1601 Goshen Clubhouse Drive • Augusta
www.goshenplantation.com
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GOLF

on 15th Street 
across from the MCG Annex

$499

(706)724-3302

All You Can Eat!

We
Deliver!

11:00 - 1:30 • Mon - Fri
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(or 2 for $9.98, drinks not included, 
must present coupon, 1 coupon per visit)

Lunch Buffet!

Pasta Your Way!

• Chicken Alfredo • Meaty Marinara • Premier Mac N/ Cheese
• Sausage Italiano • Chicken Milano

NEW
Individual Servings

OR Family Size

Eat-In OR 
Delivered To 
Your Home
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Lovoria Williams (left) and Annette Bourgault (right), directors 
of MCG’s clinical nurse leader program, work with clinical 
nurse leader student Subarna Mukherjee in the skills lab.

the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation New Careers in 
Nursing Scholarship Program, 
$20,000 in matching scholarship 
funds is being provided by 
University Health Care System, 
bringing the total scholarship 

program to $100,000. Two of 
the RWJ scholars will receive an 
additional $10,000 each and will 
commit to work at University 
Hospital after graduating from the 
clinical nurse leader program.

nursing...from page 6
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by Amy Connell

The excruciating pain in his legs 
made it impossible for Jordan Hall 
to walk to the other side of his 
hospital bed.

“It hurts my legs! I can’t do it,” 
the 10-year-old sickle cell disease 
patient bawled as he collapsed onto 
the bed. 

“You have to try, Jordan, come 
on. You have to stretch your legs 
out,” urged his mother, Barbara 
Hall, who was videotaping her 
son’s pain episode.

When Jordan tried to walk again, 
he couldn’t. Mrs. Hall suggested, 
“How about just stand up and 
count to 10?” 

Through intense sobbing, Jordan 
lifted himself up and began, “One, 
two . . .” but the pain was too 
much, and his mother finished 
counting for him. A couple of days 
later, the pain subsided, and Jordan 
was able to go home.

The video of Jordan’s pain 
episode was one of several shown 
Oct. 9 to second-year MCG 
medical students. Jordan’s twin 
sister, Ebony, also has sickle cell 
disease, but doesn’t experience 
the same pain episodes as her 
brother. Hall family members have 
shared their story and experiences 

with students for the past four 
years to help teach compassion 
and a better understanding of life 
with sickle cell disease, in which 
abnormal hemoglobin causes red 
blood cells to sickle. The abnormal 
shape impedes blood flow and 
can cause excruciating pain and 
other complications because of the 
blood’s oxygen deficiency. 

Before the videos were shown, 
the twins’ father, Herb Hall, 
warned students, “I have to give 
a disclaimer because they’re 
emotional. But it’s a good way to 
understand how we deal with sickle 
cell.” 

The Hall family credits their 
physician with helping them 
battle the disease. Dr. Kathleen M. 
McKie, pediatrician in the School 
of Medicine, has treated Ebony and 
Jordan for nearly 10 years.

“It has been fascinating to care 
for twins with sickle cell disease, 
and the family tends to be open, 
direct, respectful of one another 
and have high expectations of one 
another,” said Dr. McKie. “They 
exude, even during bad times, the 
positive attitudes that are a part of 
everyday life for this family, one of 
the qualities that make even sickle 
cell disease a problem they can 
handle.”

Students had the opportunity to 
ask the family questions, and Mr. 
Hall encouraged them to ask Ebony 
and Jordan questions directly.

“I have a question for Miss 
Ebony,” one student said. “How 
does it feel being Jordan’s sister and 
having to tend to him?”

Ebony replied, “It’s kind of sad 
because I don’t get as sick as he 
does, and I don’t take as much 
medication, and that’s why I don’t 
mind taking care of him. He’s my 
brother, and I love him.”

Another asked, “Jordan, what 
does the pain feel like?” 

“It feels like somebody is taking 
a knife and stabbing my legs,” he 
said. 

Mr. Hall closed the discussion 
with a message to students: You 
don’t treat the child, you treat the 
family. He also thanked them. 

“My family can’t thank you 
enough for what you’ll be doing for 
us when you’re doctors,” he said. 

Nearly 70,000 U.S. people are 
affected by sickle cell disease, 
according to the National Heart 
Blood and Lung Institute. It mainly 
affects blacks, occurring in about 
one out of every 500 births.

For more information about 
sickle cell disease, visit www.nhlbi.
nih.gov.

Family helps medical 
students learn about 
compassion

Herb and Barbara Hall with their twins, Jordan (left) and Ebony
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Voted Augusta’s Best Barber Shop For 16 Years!
You’ll Look Great!

with a haircut from

2522 Wrightsboro Rd. • 706.736.7230
(Just before Daniel Field Airport)

M-F 9-6 • Sat 9-3 R115268•BP012308
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Dr. McKie named 
associate dean 

Dr. Kathleen M. McKie, assistant 
dean for 
student affairs 
in the School 
of Medicine, 
has been 
appointed 
associate dean 
for student 
affairs.

Dr. McKie 
succeeds 
Dr. Sylvia B. 

Smith, associate dean since 2004 
who was recently appointed co-
director of the School of Medicine 
Vision Discovery Institute. 

In this role, Dr. McKie oversees 
non-curricular matters involving 
medical students, including 
coordinating the residency match, 
the faculty-student advisory system, 
research experiences for medical 
students and major events such as 
Freshman Orientation, White Coat 
Ceremony, Match Day and Hooding 
Ceremony.

Dr. McKie joined MCG’s faculty 
in 1982 as director of the Pediatric 
Sickle Cell Clinic. She has been 
involved in student education 
and promotions and the School of 
Medicine Admissions Committee. 
Dr. McKie serves on the Student 
Education and Resident Selection 
Committees for the Department 
of Pediatrics. She has been the 
pediatrics residency match adviser 
since 1999.

Dr. McKie is an MCG Faculty 
Senator at Large and a member 
of the MCG Arts Council. She is 
a member of Alpha Omega Alpha 
Honor Medical Society.  

She received MCG’s 2005 
Distinguished Faculty Award for 
Service to the Institution and 2001 
Excellence in Teaching Award.

Dr. Mulloy named 
vice chair 

Dr. Laura L. Mulloy, professor 
and chief of 
the Section of 
Nephrology, 
Hypertension 
and 
Transplantation 
Medicine in 
the School of 
Medicine, has 
been named 
vice chair for 
clinical affairs 

and faculty development in the 
Department of Medicine. 

“We are fortunate to have such 
a skilled and experienced physician 
in this leadership role,” said Dr. 
Michael P. Madaio, Charbonnier 
Professor and chair. “Dr. Mulloy 
will provide operational and 
strategic oversight for clinical 
activities, including patient 

care, safety and quality; lead 
development of multidisciplinary 
and interactive clinical programs, 
both on campus and through 
outreach activities; and promote 
career development of clinical 
faculty and clinical investigation for 
trainees.”

Dr. Mulloy served as director 
of the nephrology fellowship 
from 1991 to 2007. She chairs 
the Department of Medicine’s 
Promotion and Tenure Committee 
and serves on the Faculty 
Senate Executive Committee. 
She recently served a two-year 
term on the American Society of 
Transplantation’s Patient Care 
and Education Committee and 
co-chaired the society’s Scientific 
Session. In 2005, she served as an 
at-large member of the American 
Society of Hypertension Inc.’s board 
of directors.

Mrs. Gregory 
elected secretary

Terri Gregory, senior contracting 
specialist in 
Materials 
Management, 
has been 
elected 
secretary 
of the 
Governmental 
Purchasing 
Association 
of Georgia, 
effective in 

January.
The association, a chapter 

of the National Institute of 
Governmental Purchasing, is a 
nonprofit professional organization 
that promotes continuing 
education, high ethical standards 
and professionalism in public 
purchasing.

Mrs. Gregory joined MCG in 
1994 as a purchasing assistant. 
She oversees service agreements, 
construction bids and requests for 
proposals.

She was named Georgia’s 2007 
Buyer of the Year.

Mr. Jacobs honored
Jason Jacobs, trainer coordinator 

with the MCG 
Child Care 
Resource 
& Referral 
Agency, has 
been named 
Trainer of 
the Year by 
the Georgia 
Association 
on Young 
Children. 

The non-profit association 
promotes quality care and 
education for young children. 
Mr. Jacobs was recognized for 
his commitment to professional 

development for early childhood 
educators in Georgia and his 
passion for inspiring learners.

The MCG Child Care Resource & 
Referral Agency works with parents 
and child-care providers to ensure 
access to quality child care. Mr. 
Jacobs has been with the agency 
since 2007.

Dr. Khan elected 
secretary 

Dr. Iqbal Khan, assistant dean 
of the School 
of Medicine’s 
Southwest 
Georgia 
Clinical Campus 
in Albany, Ga., 
has been elected 
secretary of the 
southern region 
of the National 
Association 
of Minority 

Medical Educators. 
The association develops 

programs that promote racial 
and ethnic diversity in health 
professions. It also provides 
guidance and professional 
development opportunities for 
members and the students they 
serve. Its initiatives include student 
scholarships, student development 
and recruitment.

Dr. Khan is a member of 
the board of the Health Care Ethics 
Consortium of Georgia and the 
Planning Committee of Pathway 
to Medical  School, a program 
to interest college students in 
primary-care medicine sponsored 
by the family medicine program at 
Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital 
and Southwest Georgia Area 
Health Education Center. He is 
a consultant for the College of 
American Pathologists Reproductive 
Laboratory Committee and a 
member of the national and 
international team of reproductive 
laboratory inspectors for the 
college. 

Dr. Khan, who came to MCG 
in 1990 as director of the In 
Vitro Fertilization/Andrology 
Laboratories, was named director 
of undergraduate medical 
education for the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology in 1998 
and assistant dean of the Albany 
campus in 2005. 

Dr. Kountakis 
authors book

Dr. Stilianos E. Kountakis, vice 
chair of the 
Department of 
Otolaryngology-
Head and 
Neck Surgery 
in the School 
of Medicine 
and director 
of the Georgia 
Sinus Center, 
has authored 
his third book, 

Revision Sinus Surgery.

The book, published by New 
York-based Springer Verlag, 
Berlin and Heidelberg, features 
the experiences of prominent 
rhinologists and illustrations of 
their experiences in diagnosing and 
managing recurrent sinus disease 
and skull base lesions.

Dr. Kountakis, chief of MCG’s 
Division of Rhinology and director 
of the otolaryngology residency 
and rhinology fellowship, is 
president of the Georgia Society 
of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 
Surgery, president-elect of the 
American Rhinologic Society and a 

Newsmakers

See Newsmakers, page 11
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MCG has implemented a new 
travel agent contract that offers 
seven choices of agencies.

The process is unchanged: the 
MCG department requiring the 
service contacts the agency of its 
choice to make arrangements. The 
travel agent then contacts the Travel 
Office, which approves the travel 
and processes payment.

The agents and their fees are:
• Sprayberry Travel: Debbie 

Michel, Marietta, Ga., 770-977-0783, 
$18 

• Boehm Travel: Ken Boehm, 
Norcross, Ga., 800-647-3618, $20 

• Dennard Travel: Paulette 
Dennard, Fairburn, Ga., 
770-969-9132, $20

• Duluth Travel: Ed Arias, 
Duluth, Ga., 770-813-9892 x203, $21

• Morris Travel: Daniel Gordon, 
Augusta, Ga., 706-737-4444, $25

• Here to Serve: Martha 
Jones, Richmond Heights, Ohio, 
866-383-8173, $35

• Augusta Travel: Al Stewart, 
Augusta, Ga., 706-737-2308, $35

For more information, contact 
Nancy Pearce at ext. 1-0013 or 
Donna Rayner at ext. 1-2658.

Travel contract 
adds agencies
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ATLANTA AIRPORT
Reliable

Convenient
Affordable

39 Trips Weekly to 
Atlanta Hartsfield International Airport

Serving Augusta since 1998

4389 W Maysfield Drive • Augusta, GA 30909
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MCG FOUNDATION, INC.
RELOCATES - SEPTEMBER 2008

MCG Foundation, Inc. has relocated, but we haven’t 
gone far.  In fact, we are even closer to MCG than 
ever before. Operations began at the new office on 
September 29, 2008.  

The MCG Foundation, Inc. is located at the BioTech 
Park, 1021 15th Street, Suite 6, Augusta, GA  30901-
3197. Our new main phone number is 706-823-5500.  

As always, the MCG Foundation’s primary goal is 
stewardship of donor gifts as we faithfully serve 
donors in providing financial support to the 
Medical College of Georgia.

For more information on MCG Foundation, Inc., go to www.mcgfoundation.org.
R122985•BP100108
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newsmakers...from page 9

STEPPINGSTONES TO RECOVERY
• AM & PM Programs
• Treatment Guarantee
• Relaxed Environment
• Strong Family Program

Ken Wilson, Director
GA DHR Lic. 121-502-D

706-733-1935 • 2610 Commons Blvd.
www.steppingstonestorecovery.net R122915•BP100108

Washington Road

I-
20

McDonald’s

Super 8 Motel

Boy Scout Road

Steppingstones
Commons Blvd.

member of the society’s board of 
directors. 

He has served as guest 
examiner for the American Board 
of Otolaryngology. He received 
the 2002 American Academy of 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 
Surgery Service Honor Award. 
He is a former Daiichi Scholar of 
the academy, a clinical scholars 
program in evidence-based medical 
research. 

Dr. Kountakis is associate 
editor of The American Journal of 
Rhinology and a member of the 
review board for Otolaryngology-
Head and Neck Surgery, an editorial 
board member of Ear, Nose & 
Throat Journal and a reviewer for 
The Laryngoscope, The American 
Journal of Rhinology and Annals of 
Otology, Rhinology & Laryngology. 

Obituaries
The MCG community extends 

condolences to the friends and 
family of:

Emory Dent, 61, a retired lab 
animal technician, who died Oct. 
10. He worked for MCG from 
1969-2000.

James Clark, 83, a retired 
professor in the School of Dentistry, 
who died Oct. 13.  He was with 
MCG from 1977-90. 

Linda Attaway, 57, a retired 
administration coordinator with 
Nursing Care Services, who died 
Oct. 16. She worked for MCG from 
1976-2000.

11 Always Color
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MCG & MCGHI employees 
It’s not too LATE to ENROLL 
in Aflac benefits!

Call Diane McCollum to schedule an appointment 
or to get more information on how Aflac can help you. 
(706) 738-7171 or email diane_mccollum@us.aflac.com
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Periodic reports of crime-related 
news on campus are posted in 
compliance with federal, state and 
local laws to maximize campus 
safety and awareness. To report 
crimes, suspicious activity or 
information regarding reported 
incident(s), call the MCG Public 
Safety Department at ext. 1-2911 or 
2911 from a cellular phone.

Entering 
automobiles

On Oct. 13, a vehicle parked 
in MCGHealth Lot 32, adjacent 
to the Dermatology Building, 
was entered through a broken 
window. Several items were taken.  

On Oct. 16, a radio was 
taken from a car parked 
in MCG Parking Lot 60, adjacent 
to the Antioch Church. The vehicle 
was entered through a broken 
window.

Burglary off-campus 
On Oct. 14, a burglary occurred 

at 103 Huyck Court, adjacent 
to the MCG School of Nursing/
Underwood Community Nursing 
Clinic. Anyone with information 
about this incident should contact 
the Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office at 706-821-1080.

Campus Beat
The MCG Players will participate 

in a reader’s theater presentation of 
short plays Saturday, Feb. 7 to raise 
funds for Faculty and Spouse Club 
scholarships. No memorizing or 
experience is required.

Auditions will be held at the 
Health Sciences Building lobby 
Wednesday, Nov. 5 or Thursday, 
Nov. 6 between 5-6 p.m. If 
you can’t make it, or for more 
information, contact Lynn Jaffe at 
ext. 1-3641 or ljaffe@mcg.edu.

Auditions! Auditions!

12 Puzzle

ACROSS
  1. Thrombus
  5. __ cell tumor
  9. 1871 Verdi opera
10. Comedian Mort
11. Prefix for ciliary or ovulation
12. Sebaceous gland infections
14. G.I. dance sponsor
15. Pre-operative scan, for short
16. Longest bone
19. Buildups of uric acid
21. Crohn’s disease complication
22. __ mal
24. De jure
27. Knot-tying words
28. John, in Britain
29. Quick-tempered
32. Muscular organ
34. Deep mud
35. Isn’t wrong?
36. Without changes
37. Bicarbonate of __

DOWN
  1. Reason
  2. Pelvic __; benign overgrowth of adipose tissue
  3. Lyrical work
  4. Cigarette smoke component
  5. Degs. in math and science
  6. Take nourishment
  7. Immune system’s central control organ
  8. Conscious
11. -ectomy or -itis: abbr.
13. Eunice, to Ted
17. Where in old Rome
18. File drawer, perhaps
19. Tazorac user’s choice
20. Carbohydrate’s ending
22. With 23 Down, excess fluid condition
23. See 22 Down
25. Oxygenated blood carrier
26. Parking area
30. Prefix for glycerides or geminal
31. Positive response
32. Is suffering from
33. “...__. And on that farm there was a pig...”

beeper 
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Send photos and stories about your pets to 
Sharron Walls at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette

Open 
Enrollment 

Ends
Nov. 7

at 5 p.m.

13
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Lasts Like Vinyl

WWW.STOPPAINTINGNOW.COM

Never
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G. Sherris Liquid Vinyl Authorized Dealers: Aiken, Columbia, Charleston and Hilton Head, SC, 
Augusta, Savannah, Atlanta and Athens, GA, Panama City and Spring Hill, FL, Charlotte, NC

706-434-8200

Looks Just Like Paint, Looks Just Like Paint, 

505050%%
Your Best Investment in Uncertain Times

R124581•BP101508

dean...from page 1

University of Georgia President 
Michael F. Adams. “Her background 
and experience have prepared her 
for the challenge and opportunity 
of building the MCG/UGA Medical 
Partnership from the ground up. 
I am pleased that our partnership 
with the Medical College of Georgia 
has taken this important step.”

Dr. Schuster, who just completed 
a year as a Robert G. Petersdorf 
Scholar-in-Residence at the 
Association of American Medical 
Colleges, assumes her duties     
Nov. 1. The Athens campus plans to 
enroll its first students in fall 2010 
as part of the School of Medicine’s 
plan to increase its class size 60 
percent to a total enrollment of 
1,200 by 2020.

Dr. Schuster’s selection follows 
a national search that began in the 
spring. Recruiting is under way 
for 14 additional positions for the 
Athens campus, including chairs 

of basic and clinical sciences, 
said School of Medicine Dean D. 
Douglas Miller.

“Dr. Schuster is recognized 
nationally as a strong advocate 
of undergraduate and graduate 
medical education,” said Dr. Miller. 
“She will be the glue that brings 
the two institutions together to 
maximize educational opportunities 
and outcomes for our students 
and Georgia’s future physicians. 
Her success in working with 
residents and medical students in 
a consortium model of hospitals 
in Dayton will help her build 
relationships with hospitals and 
physicians in the Athens-Gainesville 
communities which are essential to 
the success of this new campus.” 

“I think this is a great 
opportunity and good for the state 
of Georgia,” Dr. Schuster said. “No 
partnership exists like this. It’s 
a wonderful way to think about 

expansion for other states.”
Dr. Schuster completed medical 

school and an internal medicine 
residency at the University of 
Rochester. She completed a Public 
Health Service Primary Care Policy 
Fellowship in Bethesda, Md., in 
1994.

This is Maxx, a 5-year-old miniature schnauzer adopted from 
Happy Tails Pet Rescue by Sheryl Irwin, inclusion project team 
leader at the Child Care Resource and Referral Agency. “He has 
been a much-loved member of our family for almost two years,” 
says Sheryl, “and yes, sometimes he can be a little devil.” So that 
explains his choice of Halloween costume!
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GIFT SHOP OPEN HOUSEThursday, Nov. 13th  • 10am-5pm
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A Better Tomorrow Begins Today – Give From the Heart
 The State Charitable Contributions Program runs through Nov. 15
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15 Classifieds

To Place A Classifi ed Ad!
Call 803-279-2793 & ask for “Richardene”
or email: rbaskett@northaugustastar.com

Rates 25 cents per word.

Aw Shucks!
Is your name in this issue?

Check our ads to fi nd out! And
remember email: beepercontests@aikenstandard.com

by the Friday at Noon deadline.

Benjamin Kacos didn’t fi nd his name hidden in the 
Lois Hand ad on page 4 of our last issue.

Crossword
Solution

Suduko
Solution

Word Search
Solution

 SPERM DONORS. 
Be a Hero AND Get Paid!

Help save the day for
families with fertility.

Easy. Confidential. Set
your own schedule. Earn
$$$ for rent or other ex-

penses. Must be healthy,
college-educated  and
between  ages 18 and

38. Online application at
www.xytex.com or call

706-733-0130.

EXPERIENCED 
BABYSITTER needed.
1day a wk. 7am-4pm.

706.796.3744

745 Special
Notices

765 Child Care
Sought

$300 New Bedroom Set; 5 pieces still in original boxes. Can
Del                                 706-733-5339

Cherry Sleighbed with mattress set. New. Sacrifice $350 
                                       706-339-2793

Brandnew  Queen PILLOW-TOP Mattress set in factory-
sealed bag: $125 

706.339.2793

3 piece no-flip King mattress set; NEW & never opened $190
                                       706-733-5339

$125 twin or full mattress set; NEW in plastic 
                                       706-736-3811

7  pc  Bedroom  Set  includes  mattress  set.  New  in  boxes.
$499! Can deliver.          706-733-5339

$110 Queen Orthopedic Mattress Set, new, sealed in bag. 
                                       706-339-2793

445 Furniture445 Furniture

WHIRLPOOL 
Dishwasher. 

 Excellent condition.
706.733.5705

Spacious 4 bed, 3 baths
renovated  North  Augusta
home, located in a private
community  near  the  Sa-
vannah River and Green-
way  trails.  Only  4  miles
from MCG. 

Available on 11/01/08
$1,300mo. 

    Call  803.341.2812

535 Houses
For Rent

405 Appliances
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