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Graduate studies sponsors seminar series on research topics 
March 26 marks a pre¬ 

miere event on campus: 
"MCG Research Reports," 
the first in a series of 
seminars sponsored by the 
School of Graduate Studies. 

Dr. Margaret Kirby, 
associate professor of 
anatomy, will present "New 
Perspectives on Congenital 
Abnormalities," at 4:30 
pm in room 108 of the 
Library, following a 4 pm 
reception. 

The purpose of the 
seminars is to establish 
a forum to share signifi¬ 
cant research findings be¬ 
tween faculty and students 
of different departments 
and schools at MCG, says 
Dr. Mohamed Sharawy, who 
conceived the idea and is 
chairman of the seminar 
committee. 

Sharawy points out that 
there are many specialized, 
departmental seminars on 
campus, which often are 
too technical for someone 
outside the field.  "We 
want to break the barrier 
between departments," he 
says. 

"This will help bring 
the school together," 
says Dr. Lowell Greenbaum, 
acting dean of the gradu¬ 
ate school.  "I'm very 
happy Dr. Sharawy origi¬ 
nated this idea." 

Although MCG Research 
Reports is sponsored by 
the School of Graduate 

Studies, Greenbaum and 
Sharawy encourage all MCG 
faculty to attend.  They 
hope to draw clinical as 
well as basic science re¬ 
searchers, and eventually 
would like to open the 
seminars to the community. 

To garner faculty in¬ 
terest, an attractive 

Sharawy 

format is planned: A 
reception with refresh¬ 
ments at 4 pm, the presen¬ 
tation from 4:30 - 5 pm, 
followed by a half-hour 
discussion period to in¬ 
volve the audience. 

The presentations will 
be geared toward a general 
scientific audience, but 
delivered in a language 
the lay person will be 
able to comprehend. "These 
won't be superficial pre¬ 
sentations, but they will 
be simple to understand," 

James McKeon   (left rear)   of Savannah River Plant's 100 
K area,   receives  thanks from Teresa Farr of Pediatrics 
for a  VCR  the SRP area  donated  to the pediatrics unit. 
Shown with  them are Georgette Roberson   (left)   and Kristy 
Harvey. 

Upcoming schedule for Research Reports 
Following is   the MCG Re¬ 
search Reports  schedule 
for  the  next  five months. 
More  information  will   be 
provided  in  Beeper as  each 
seminar approaches.     All 
presentations  will   be held 
in  room 108  of  the MCG 
Library,   reception  at   4 pm, 
presentation  and  discus¬ 
sion   from 4:30   -   5:30. 

March 26 — "New Per¬ 
spectives on Congenital 
Abnormalities," Dr. 
Margaret Kirby, anatomy. 
Schools of Medicine and 
Graduate Studies. 

April 30 — "How the 
Human Body Handles Fluo¬ 
ride," Dr. Gary Whitford, 

oral biology and physiol¬ 
ogy, Schools of Dentistry 
and Graduate Studies. 

May 28 — "Hormone Ac¬ 
tion in Normal and Cancer¬ 
ous Cells," Dr. Thomas 
Muldoon, endocrinology. 
Schools of Medicine and 
Graduate Studies. 

June 25 — "Nursing 
Research: What Is It?" 
Dr. Mary Ann Schroeder, 
director of nursing re¬ 
search. Schools of Nursing 
and Graduate Studies. 

July 30 — Topic to be 
Announced, Dr. Nancy 
Prendergast, occupational 
therapy, Schools of Allied 
Health Sciences and Grad¬ 
uate Studies. 

says Sharawy. 
Other universities have 

established similar pro¬ 
grams which are well 
attended and have estab¬ 
lished an outstanding 
reputation with the fac¬ 
ulty, Sharawy says.  He 

hopes by having a constant 
date, time and location — 
4:00 pm, the last Tuesday 
of each month in room 108 
of the Library — faculty 
and students will work 
the seminars into their 
regular schedules. 

Missing scrub suits are no small matter 
It's no longer con¬ 

sidered just "good, clean 
fun" for employees to in¬ 
corporate MCG scrub suits 
into their own wardrobes — 
permanently. 

Taking these suits for 
personal use is considered 
stealing and can be pun¬ 
ished as such. 

Jim Mobley of Public 
Safety says that his divi¬ 
sion will identify people 
off campus or out of the 
hospital wearing MCG scrub 
suits and, if the person 
does not have a reason to 
have the scrubs off campus. 
Public Safety will recover 
them. 

"If a person is found 
off campus with several 
scrub suits. Public Safety 
may hold them for receiving 
stolen goods and try to 
find out where they got 
the scrubs," Mobley says. 

To make returning the 
suits easier, bins have 
been placed in the hos¬ 
pital corridors.  There 
are return bins set up 
on the ground floor of the 
MCG Hospital.  These are 
located by the OR eleva¬ 
tors in the rear of the 
Sydenstricker Wing and in 
the main corridor by the 
Blood Bank. 

"Employees who leave 
their unit and still have 
forgotten to leave their 
scrubs can deposit them 
in the bins as they leave 
the hospital.  Also, if 
an employee has accidental¬ 
ly taken a scrub suit home, 
they can leave it in the 
bins on the way to work 
the next day," says Mobley. 

It is costing MCG be¬ 
tween $35,000 and $40,000 
a year to replace scrub 
suits and laundry (towels, 
etc.).  According to 
studies done by MCG Linen 
Services Director Jim 
Gheesling, the normal re¬ 
placement cost of these 
items should run about 
$27,000. 

Within the hospital 
setting, there can also 
be a problem if units 
hoard more than their 
share of scrub suits, says 
Gheesling.  His department 
provides clean scrub suits 
to 1,000 hospital employees 
daily, and he must rely 
on each unit to keep only 
the number of suits neces¬ 
sary.  The hospital bins 
can be used to return 
these extras, ensuring 
a "clean conscience" for 
everyone. 



Researcher receives heart award 
Dr. John Catravas, 

assistant professor of 
pharmacology and toxicol¬ 
ogy, has been named an 
American Heart Association 
Established Investigator. 
Catravas is one of 58 in¬ 
vestigators named nation¬ 
wide with a five-year con¬ 
tract beginning July 1. 

Catravas is studying 
hormones which play an 
important role in blood 
pressure control. 

Being chosen for this 
award was a tremendous 
honor, he says, one that 
was preceded by a nerve- 
wracking application pro¬ 
cess .  He applied in July 
1984.  In August, about 
100 people were selected 
for interviews in the 
United States and Canada. 

Then came a waiting 
period which ended in a 
surprise conversation with 
his department chairman, 
Dr. Lowell Greenbaum. 
Greenbaum, who had nomi¬ 
nated Catravas, received 
a copy of the award letter 
before Catravas received 
the original.  Greenbaum 
greeted Catravas with "I 
want to congratulate you!" 

"I didn't know what he 
was talking about," 
Catravas says. 

Catravas joined the MCG 
faculty in 1981.  He is a 
native of Greece and his 
studies brought him to 
Cornell College in Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, where he re¬ 
ceived the bachelor's de¬ 
gree in chemistry and 
physics.  "I originally 
wanted to get my master's 
degree and go back and 
work in Greece." 

He received the master's 
degree, then a doctorate 
in pharmacology, both 
from the University of 
Mississippi.  He followed 
this with post-doctoral 
training at Yale Univer¬ 

sity and then served as a 
research associate in 
Yale's Department of Anes¬ 
thesiology for a year be¬ 
fore coming to MCG. 

"I kept saying I would 
stay one more year, then 
one more and then stayed 
a few more.  This looks 
like home now," he says. 

Catravas joins 1982 
recipient Dr. Robert E. 
Godt, associate professor 
of physiology, and 1984 
recipient Dr. Margaret 
Kirby, associate professor 
of anatomy, as the only 
other American Heart Asso¬ 
ciation Established In¬ 
vestigators in Georgia. 

Dr.   Catravas examines data  in his lab with graduate stu¬ 
dent Hassan Ahmed El-Kashef. 

Researcher's work centers on blood pressure control 
Dr. John D. Catravas 

has been named a 1985 
American Heart Association 
Established Investigator 
to study how lung micro- 
vessels process hormones 
involved in blood pressure 
control. 

Catravas is specifically 
studying a substance 
called angiotensin convert¬ 
ing enzyme (ACE), which 
plays an important role in 
evaluating blood pressure. 
It raises blood pressure 
in two ways: First, ACE 
combines with angiotensin 
I, producing angiotensin 

II, the most potent iden¬ 
tified substance for 
raising blood pressure. 

Secondly, when combined 
with bradykinin — the 
most potent known substance 
to reduce blood pressure — 
ACE inactivates the action 
of this substance.  There¬ 
fore, by inhibiting the 
action of ACE, it is pos¬ 
sible to lower blood pres¬ 
sure. 

The drug captopril has 
already been identified 
as an ACE inhibitor and 
is marketed as an antihy¬ 
pertensive agent.  Because 

capatopril is thought to 
have some undesirable 
side effects, Catravas is 
studying the effectiveness 
of other drugs.  In addi¬ 
tion, he is testing the 
effectiveness of these 
agents to act on ACE in 
the presence of specific 
diseases. 

"We're evaluating the 
ability of these drugs to 
inhibit ACE in laboratory 
animals and eventually in 
humans. We would hope to 
do (clinical studies) in 
collaboration with clini¬ 
cians at MCG," he says. 

Newsbriefs 
Students match 
March 13 

March 13 is Match Day 
at MCG and medical school 
campuses across the coun¬ 
try.  It's an occasion 
when senior medical stu¬ 
dents find out where 
they'll spend the next few 
years of their medical 
training. 

Students participating 
in the National Internship 

and Residency Program in¬ 
dicate their top three 
preferences of hospitals 
in which to serve their 
residency, a required 
period of training after 
receiving a medical degree. 
As part of the selection 
process, hospitals also 
rate their preference of 
students. 

Appointments are deter¬ 
mined nationwide according 
to a computerized procedure. 

Pearre named to head new Medical College division 
Thomas Pearre, acting 

director of Personnel at 
MCG, has been named direc¬ 
tor of Management Services, 
according to Alan Campbell, 
vice-president for business 
and finance at MCG. 

Pearre 

Pearre, who has been 
with MCG since 1967, has 
served as acting director 
of Personnel since 1983, 
prior to which he was 
assistant director of Sys¬ 
tems and Computer Services. 
He has also held other po¬ 
sitions in Personnel, in¬ 
cluding assistant director 
of the division. 

He has served as presi¬ 
dent of the Augusta Area 
Hospital Personnel Asso¬ 
ciation and is a member of 
the American Society for 
Personnel Administration 
and the College and Univer¬ 
sity Personnel Association. 

Pearre is active in 
the American Cancer Society, 
United Way and the Ameri¬ 
can Heart Association, 
serving on the board of 
directors for these groups 
and heading their fund 
drives at MCG.  He is also 
a member of the Health 

Center Credit Union board 
of directors and serves as 
chairman of their super¬ 
visory committee. 

The new division will 
begin operation July 1 and 
will include the sections 
of copying and printing 
services, records manage¬ 
ment, mail and messenger 
services, telephone serv¬ 
ices and retail operations. 

"We are making this 
move to assemble these 
sections in one support 
service area," Campbell 
says.  "This will allow 
the divisions in which they 
were formerly located to 
run their areas more ef¬ 
fectively." 

"The search for a per¬ 
manent director of Person¬ 
nel is currently underway," 
Campbell adds, "and Pearre 
will continue as acting 
director of Personnel until 
on or about July 1." 

Announcements will be made 
simultaneously in medical 
schools across the country. 

Match Day will be held 
at noon in the large audi¬ 
torium in the Auditoria 
Center located directly be¬ 
hind MCG Hospital. 

Quit smoking 
teleconference set 

The Division of Health 
Communication will host 
a program, "Call it Quits: 
A Smoker's Informathon", 
from 9 to 11 am on March 
18 in room 108 of the MCG 
Library. 

The program will be 
live and interactive, 
seeking to increase the 
public's knowledge of the 
effects of smoking and the 
physiological/psychological 
aspects of smoking and 
smoking cessation.  Its 
primary objective is to 
stimulate smokers to quit. 

The program is free to 
all interested persons. 
To register or for more 
information, call Ronald 
Skenes at ext. 3811. 

Parking spot winner 

Dr. Tom Jackson was the 
winner of the Blood Donor 
Room's monthly drawing for 
a reserved parking place. 
Everyone who donates 
blood is eligible for the 
drawing. 

In February there were 



Notables 
A.S. Tamkin PhD, Psy¬ 

chiatry (VA Hospital) and 
L.A. Hyer EdD, Psychiatry, 
presented "Cognition and 
Depression in the Aging 
Psychiatric Patient" at 
MCG, February, 1985. 

Tamkin and R.T. Saucer 
PhD, Psychiatry (VA Hos¬ 
pital) , wrote "The Effects 
of Functional Psychopathol- 
ogy on Neuropsychological 
Tests," VA Practitioner 
95-99, February, 1985. 

L.M. PRISANT MD, Medi¬ 
cine, was elected to Fel¬ 
lowship in the American 
College of Cardiology. 

F.A. HOMMES* MSc, BSc, 
PhD, Cell and Molecular 
Biology, wrote "Aminoacid- 
emias and Brain Dysfunc¬ 
tion," 10:15-41, 1985. 

D.H. PASHLEY DMD, PhD, 
Physiology, wrote "Smear 
Layer: Physiological Con¬ 
siderations," Operative 
Dentistry 3:13-29, 1984. 

M.I. WEISMAN DDS, Endo¬ 
dontics, presented "Con¬ 
quering Pain, Treating 
Trauma, and Total Endodon¬ 
tic Emergency Care" to 
the South Florida Insti¬ 
tute of Post Graduate 

Evening nursing supervisor named 
Debbie Feathers MSN, 

has been appointed evening 
nursing supervisor of the 
MCG Hospital and Clinics. 

Feathers was graduated 
from East Tennessee State 
University with a bache¬ 
lor's degree in nursing 
and recently received her 
master's degree in nursing 
administration from the 
MCG School of Nursing. 

A native of Kingsport, 
TN, she joined the MCG 
nursing staff in Sept. 
1984.  She is currently 
doing post-graduate work. 

^   % 
Feathers 

Newsbriefs 
86 eligible donors. 

The Blood Donor Room is 
located in room 143 of the 
Sydenstricker Wing of the 
MCG Hospital. 

Safety tips 

Public Safety reminds 
employees that the follow¬ 
ing crime prevention tips 
can keep them from be¬ 
coming easy victims. 

1. Make sure all 
entries into the home are 
secured with good locks. 
This includes all windows, 
door and garages.  Use 
these locks at all times. 

2. When going out, keep 
one or two lights on and 
the drapes closed. 

3. Keep shrubberies 
and lawn well trimmed. 

4. When leaving over¬ 
night or longer, tell a 
neighbor.  When leaving 
for a long period of time, 
inform a local law enforce¬ 
ment agency; they will 
keep an eye on the house. 

5. Don't give away 
unnecessary information 
to strangers on the tele¬ 
phone. 

6. Report suspicious 
persons in the neighbor¬ 
hood. 

7. Keep valuables 
stored and locked in a 
secure place. 

Public Safety wants 
employees to know that by 
following these simple 
tips at every opportunity. 

they are protecting their 
personal property and per¬ 
haps keeping a potential 
criminal out of trouble. 

Teleconference changes 
The stroke teleconfer¬ 

ence scheduled for March 
14 has been canceled.  In 
its place will be broad¬ 
cast a teleconference on 
Bobath techniques for 
stroke patients.  This is 
the repeat of a program 
that ran in January of 
1984. 

For more information 
on this program, call 
ext. 3811. 

LOSt in the Syden¬ 
stricker Wing dock house¬ 
keeping bathroom, a 
brown/maroon 3-fold 
billfold.  If recovered, 
please call Jeanette 
Baxley at ext. 2911 . 

Roommate wanted Fe¬ 
male to share home in 
North Augusta with 2 other 
females.  $200 a month, 
utilities included.  Call 
279-1364 evenings.  Seri¬ 
ous inquiries only. 

For sale A 1981 
Pontiac T-1000.  Four 
door hatchback, four- 
speed, stereo AM/FM/cas- 
sette, cruise control. 
Excellent condition. 
$4,200.  Call 736-2194 
after 6 pm. 

Health Education, Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla., February, 
1985. 

T.H.J. HUISMAN* DSc, 
PhD, Cell and Molecular 
Biology and J.B. WILSON 
MS, Cell and Molecular 
Biology, wrote "The Use 
of HPLC Procedures in the 
Study of Human Hemoglobin 
Variants," Protides of 
the Biological Fluids 
1029-1036, 1984. 

HUISMAN wrote "A Short 
Review of the Different 
Forms of a, g, 6 3 and Y 
Thalassemia," Proceedings 
of the North - Cyprus 
Symposium on Abnormal Hemo¬ 
globins and Thalassemia. 

HUISMAN and WILSON 
wrote "High performance 
Liquid Chromatographic 
Methods Used in the Anal¬ 
yses of Hemoglobin Ab¬ 
normalities," Proceedings 
of the North - Cyprus 
Symposium on Abnormal 
Hemoglobins and Thalas¬ 
semia. 

P.D. FORNEY MD and M.A. 
FORNEY PhD, Family Medi¬ 
cine, wrote "Parental In¬ 

fluence on Adolescent 
Drinking," GAFP Journal 
6(4):8-9, January, 1985. 

B.B. GELFANT RN, BSN, 
MSN, Operating Room, wrote 
"Consider This...Getting 
Things Done," Journal of 
Nursing Administration 
8(11):39, November, 1984. 

V.R. ALLEN* EdD, Occu¬ 
pational Therapy, pre¬ 
sented "Rural Elderly 
Needs Assessment" at the 
International Conference 
on Rural Rehabilitation 
Technology; "Critical 
Experiences in Occupation¬ 
al Therapy Education" at 
the Australia Association 
of Occupational Therapists 
13th Federal Conference; 
and "Basic Considerations 
in Adapted Equipment De¬ 
sign" at the 2nd Interna¬ 
tional Conference on Re¬ 
habilitation Engineering. 

*Denotes joint appointment 
in the School of Graduate 
Studies. 

Promotions 
DEBBIE M. PRICKETT, Exec 

Secty from Word Proc 
Opr: 

PHYLLIS H. ROWLAND, Sr. 
Staff Nurse from Staff 
Nurse; 

DEBRA M. SAMUEL, Resp 
Thrp from Resp Thrp Tec; 

BARBARA S. SMITH, Sr. 
Staff Nurse from Staff 
Nurse; 

VICKI C. SPRUILL, Med Rec 
Clk from Med Rec Fl 
Clk; 

SHEILA L. STREET, Sr. 

Staff Nurse from Staff 
Nurse; 

GLENDA TOLBERT, Sr. Staff 
Nurse from Staff Nurse; 

GERALD L. TOWNES, LPN 1 
from Nurs Ast 3; 

STACY K. WHEELER, Sr. 
Staff Nurse from Staff 
Nurse; 

KIMBERLY H. WHITTON, Sr. 
Staff Nurse from Staff 
Nurse; 

MICAELA B. WILLIAMS, Ac¬ 
counting Ast from Ac¬ 
counting Clk; 

Departmental request deadlines for FY '85 
Deadlines for receipt 

of departmental requests 
by the Purchasing Division 
to meet the purchasing cut¬ 
off dates for fiscal 1985 
are: 

May 10, Departmental 
Requests estimated to cost 
over $5,000 (Except spe¬ 
cial approval items listed 
below). 

May 17, Departmental 
Requests for subscriptions. 

June 14, Departmental 
Requests for under $5,000. 

June 21, Departmental 
Requests for purchases of 
items of state contracts, 
agency contracts, and 
service orders for repairs. 

The deadlines for items 
requiring special approval 
are: 

March 20, Electronic 
data processing requests 
to Information Systems 
Management Management (Mr. 
John Chambers). 

April 30, Printing 
(outside vendors), and 
records management (file 
cabinets). 

May 10, Motor vehicle 

purchases not on contract. 
May 6, Electronic data 

processing with approval 
for bid. 

June 7, Public works 
requests (last opening 
date June 29, 1985). 

Prepaid purchase orders 
and petty cash will be 
processed until last pos¬ 
sible time. 

To preclude taking time 
from processing Fiscal Year 
1985 requirements. Depart¬ 
mental Requests for pur¬ 
chases from fiscal 1986 
funds must clearly indi¬ 
cate Fiscal Year 1986 funds 
in the remarks section in 
red ink.  The bidding and 
processing of these Depart¬ 
mental Requests will be 
handled as time permits 
and the purchase orders 
will be issued on or after 
July 1, 1985. 

Requests received after 
the cut-off date will be 
processed before year end, 
if possible. However, the 
Purchasing Division cannot 
guarantee the purchase. 



Nurses' island experience one of challenge, responsibility 
By day they contended 

with the patients of witch 
doctors; by night they 
slept to the beat of voo¬ 
doo drums.  It was an 
unusual holiday season. 

For 10 days between the 
end of fall quarter and 
Christmas, community 
nursing instructor Twilla 
Haynes and five senior 
students from the School 
of Nursing satellite cam¬ 
pus in Athens administered 
care to more than 1,000 
sick and dying Haitians in 
a clinic located in Cap- 
Haiti. 

They paid $300 each for 
this Yuletide sojourn to 
the poorest country in 
the western hemisphere 
and claim they would re¬ 
turn. 

In fact, it was the 
third visit for student 
Lisa Ferguson, who or¬ 
ganized the trip through 
the Watkinsville First 
Baptist Church.  At 
Ferguson's suggestion, 
about 20 students attended 
a presentation by the 
church's pastor. 

After watching a slide 
show and listening to the 
urgent need for medical 
and health care, Terri 
Tenhoor, Jennifer Massey, 
Ann Barr and Missy Slenker 
committed themselves to 
the trip.  Haynes had al¬ 
ready agreed to go and 
supervise the students. 

Heading south 
When fall quarter ended, 

the students packed their 
bags and headed south. 
They were greeted at the 
airport by nurse practi¬ 
tioner Dian Urban, who 
operates the clinic at an 
orphanage.  As they pulled 
into the clinic, a small 
girl was in the throes of 
an asthma attack.  "I just 
happened to have cortisone 
with me," Haynes says.  She 

treated the girl and, with 
that incident, 10 days of 
intense drama began. 

"It was exhausting," 
says Haynes of the 12-hour 
work shifts.  The group 
saw about 125 clients each 
day.  The students would 
wake up to the sound of 
hymns as people lined up 
outside the fence sur¬ 
rounding the clinic.  At 
4 am, tickets were passed 
out to those in line. 
"One hundred and twenty- 
five tickets, that's it," 
says Haynes.  "You can 
look behind the gate and 
know there are more babies 
back there."  She would 
ask herself if it was 
wrong to limit the number 
of tickets.  But, "You 
don't have a choice," she 
says. 

In the United States, 
Haynes says that 75 per¬ 
cent of the patients would 
have been in an intensive 
care setting.  They were 
not suffering from typical 
American diseases; ail¬ 
ments included malaria, 
tuberculosis, typhoid, 
kwashiorkor (a protein 
deficiency), parasites and 
anthrax,a disease trans¬ 
mitted by goats, which can 
be deadly if not caught in 
time. 

"Babies were literally 
dying," says Haynes.  There 
wasn't enough medicine and, 
she adds, "I didn't see 
much of anything in the 
pharmacy that wasn't 
expired." Not only had 
medication expired, but 
due to the workload, many 
clinical procedures prac¬ 
ticed at the clinic were 
now outmoded.  Haynes up¬ 
dated Urban's chronic di¬ 
sease protocols as well as 
supervising the students. 
Tenhoor says the highlight 
of the trip was working in 
the clinic with Haynes. 
"She's an excellent clini- 

Ruby Bennett,  who retired from the clinical pathology 
laboratories after more  than  25 years at MCG displays 
a   vase of long-stemmed roses  that were a   gift  at her 
retirement party. 

cian. 

Taking charge 
Haynes says she was 

proud of the way the stu¬ 
dents took charge and 
rendered care.  They fed 
babies who were dehydrated 
and dying; they conducted 
physical assessments and 
gave injections. 

To complicate matters, 
there was a language 
barrier.  The natives 
speak Creole, a language 
Tenhoor says is a vari¬ 
ation of French.  A 
mother with a week-old 
infant came to the clinic. 
The baby weighed only two 
or three pounds, was de¬ 
hydrated and severely ill. 
"I couldn't convince the 
mother to give her baby 
the protein formula," 
Tenhoor says.  "I couldn't 
make her understand how 
sick her baby was.  She 
would give the baby a 
couple of sips, then sit 
there smiling.  Finally, 
Dian came over and in 
Creole told the mother 
that if she didn't give 
the formula to her baby, 
the baby would die.  The 
mother just broke into 
tears.  It was sad." 

The physical ailments 
weren't all the students 
had to deal with. 

"Voodoo is the national 
religion," Ferguson says. 
She tells of one man who 
arrived in the clinic with 
an empty bottle with a 
cork on top.  "A witch 
doctor had put his soul 
in the bottle and no one 
could touch it," Ferguson 
says.  "It's not pretend, 
they live according to 
that fear.  Along with 
their physical needs, we 
tried to treat their 
spiritual needs too." 
Ferguson says they would 
pray with each patient 
and give them religious 
material. 

Roughing it 
Although there were 

plush hotels nearby, the 
MCG group stayed at the 
orphanage.  The accomoda¬ 
tions were rugged.  Some¬ 

times they had running 
water.  They had outhouse 
showers, roaches and even 
tarantulas. 

As precautionary mea¬ 
sures, they didn't drink 
the water, they took 
malaria tablets and 
tetanus shots, and avoided 
the food.  Meals consisted 
of peanut butter sand¬ 
wiches and soups brought 
from home.  They had to 
wear skirts, says 
Ferguson, because accord¬ 
ing to Haitian customs, 
women who wore pants were 
considered prostitutes. 

"If you don't want to 
be changed for the rest 
of your life, you should 
not be exposed to this 
type of experience," says 
Haynes.  "Little hands 
reach out to you; you 
don't forget that.  You 
leave with a certain know¬ 
ledge and with that know¬ 
ledge comes responsibil¬ 
ity.  I went down with a 
bottle of makeup that 
would have bought food 
for the orphanage for a 
week." 

Haynes says she now 
saves every piece of old 
clothing and many things 
she would have thrown 
away before, because she 
now knows it can be put 
to use.  She left Haiti 
"with a feeling of sad¬ 
ness, but such a feeling 
of fullness that there is 
something you can do." 

Although the students 
say they felt they helped 
out at the clinic, they 
said what still needs to 
be done in Haiti is 
overwhelming.  "The land 
is so lush and green," 
says Tenhoor.  "There 
must be some way they can 
feed their people." 
Haynes and Ferguson plan 
to return in June with 
another set of students. 

When the MCG group 
left, Haynes says the 
nurse running the clinic 
told them, "It's obvious 
that you all know that you 
can help here. When you 
leave you'll think you 
didn't.  But you did." 
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