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MCG is a
tobacco-free campus

Four-year-old Mollie King of Martinez delivers a short stack of 
pancakes at the Evans IHOP Feb. 24 on National Pancake Day, 
a fundraiser for the Children’s Miracle Network that benefits the 
Children’s Medical Center. Mollie is being treated for leukemia at 
the hospital.

Short stacks for 
a tall cause

New programs and services are 
available to MCG campus employees 
and retirees through 360º Health 
from Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Georgia, the administrator of MCG 
health care plans:   

• ConditionCare programs – For 
eligible members, spouses and 
dependents with asthma, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease, 
heart failure, coronary artery 

disease or diabetes. To register, call 
1-800-638-4754 for HMO/HDHP 
plans or 1-800-785-0006 for PPO/
Indemnity plans. A nurse coach may 
call periodically to determine if you 
or a covered family member might 
benefit from the program.

• 24/7 NurseLine – A nurse 
coach is available to speak about 
general health issues any time of 
the day or night. For HMO/HDHP 

plan members, call 1-888-724-2583. 
For PPO/Indemnity members, call 
1-800-785-0006. The number is also 
on BCBSGa insurance cards.

• Future Moms – Register for 
this award-winning maternity 
management program for prenatal 
information, materials and support 
at 1-866-664-5404.

• MyHealth Assessment – An 
online health risk appraisal at 

www.bcbsga.com. Visit www.
mcg.edu/hr/documents/WEB_
MemberAccess_207.pdf for more 
information.

• Healthy Living – A free health 
information resource powered by 
WebMD.

• Healthcare Advisor - A 
tool that compares health care 

Health insurance offers new benefits
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by Paula Hinely

From preventing bedsores to 
helping patients quit smoking, 
optimal nursing care depends on 
research.

Research is an essential aspect of 
undergraduate nursing education, 
and other health care professions as 
well, an MCG nurse researcher says.

“Nurses bring a unique 
perspective to research, because 
we are often more oriented toward 
health promotion and disease 
prevention than disease treatment,” 
says Dr. Martha Tingen, nurse 
researcher at the MCG Georgia 
Prevention Institute.

Most undergraduate nursing 
students envision positions in 
hospitals, clinics and direct patient 
care and may overlook a career in 
research, Dr. Tingen says. Research 
instruction in undergraduate 
curricula is often limited because 
it is not typically a responsibility 
of an entry-level nurse. Many 
nursing schools, including MCG’s, 
require only one three-hour nursing 
research course.

“The importance of research 
during undergraduate education 

cannot be overemphasized,” Dr. 
Tingen says. “We need more 
nurses and health care providers 
to ease the state and the country’s 
shortages, but we also need those 
who are dedicated to research.”

Nurse researchers build the 
body of knowledge used to teach 
new nurse clinicians and improve 
the quality and efficiency of care, 
says School of Nursing Dean Lucy 
Marion.

“Teaching research to our 
undergraduates leads to nurses who 
are more educated and prepared to 
be investigators themselves,” she 
says. 

Dr. Tingen’s recent yearlong 
experience enlisting two MCG 
undergraduate nursing students in a 
National Institutes of Health-funded 
study is featured in the March issue 
of the Journal of Nursing Education. 

Anna Burnett and Rachel 
Murchison, who graduated in 2007, 
worked part time with Dr. Tingen in 
2006 investigating childhood smoke 
exposure and the impact on risk 
factors for cardiovascular disease. 
The grant actually mandated 
student participation. 

Ms. Burnett and Ms. Murchison 

underwent a six-week orientation 
that included Institutional Review 
Board-required education and a 
computerized genetics course. 
After several months of laboratory 
work conducting genotyping, 
they entered data, reviewed 
related literature and helped 
Dr. Tingen review and analyze 
data. The students assisted with 
abstract submissions and poster 
presentations and contributed 
significantly to the manuscript 
about their research experience.

“It was very much self-
discovery,” says Ms. Murchison, 
now a nurse in MCGHealth’s 
Shock-Trauma Unit. “You found 
your strengths and weaknesses 
and could tailor which part of the 
process you were most effective in.”

She and Ms. Burnett say 
the experience enhanced their 
appreciation for research and now 
see it in action in their profession.

“Nurses incorporate evidence-
based practice every day at the 
bedside,” says Ms. Burnett, a nurse 
in Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta’s 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. 

Research essential in 
nursing education

See Research, page 16

See Benefits, page 6
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DEADLINES
for  April 1 issue - Mar. 25 at noon
for  April 15 issue - April 8 at noon

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to discover, 
disseminate, and apply knowledge to improve health and reduce the 
burden of illness on society. In realizing its mission, the Medical College 
of Georgia is committed to serving the people of Georgia, the nation and 
the world by:
•	Preparing	the	health	professional	workforce	of	the	future;
•	Conducting	research	through	programs	that	create,	disseminate	and
	 apply	new	knowledge	relevant	to	human	health;
•	Providing	exceptional,	innovative,	patient-centered	health
	 care	services;
•	Contributing	to	the	economic	development	and	well-being	of	the
 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
 research and clinical care.

Commencement regalia
MCG commencement will be Friday, 

May 8 at the James Brown Arena at 
2 p.m. Visit www.mcg.edu/students/
affairs/graduation/index.html to provide 
participation information and order 
regalia.

Details: Campus Life Services, ext. 
1-3356

Toy drive
 The Red Wagon Society of 

the Children’s Medical Center is holding 
a toy drive this month to replenish books, 
games and other playthings. Donated 
toys must be new, unwrapped and in 
the original packaging. They may be 
dropped off at the CMC lobby or School of 
Dentistry lobby. A complete donation wish 
list is available on the Toy Drive link at 
mcghealth.org/kids.

For more information: ext. 1-3957

Wellness Center special
The Wellness Center is offering a 

personal training introductory package 
this month for $49, a 30 percent savings, 
which includes a comprehensive fitness 
assessment and three half-hour personal 
training sessions. Other personal training 
packages are 10 percent off.

Contact: ext. 1-3356 or wellness@mcg.
edu

Purchasing deadlines
Non-construction-related Request 

for Quotes must be submitted to the 
Purchasing Department by Friday, March 
20. The RFQ process is used to purchase 
equipment, products and other goods and 
services valued at $5,000 or more from 
non-state-contracted providers.

Contact: James Harris, ext. 1-2424 or 
Greg Woodlief, ext. 1-2213

Golf tournament
The fourth annual Tony Molini Golf 

Tournament to benefit MCG nuclear 
medicine technology student education 
and promote melanoma awareness will 
take place Saturday, March 21 at Gordon 
Lakes Golf Course. The $60 entry fee 
includes greens fee, golf cart, dinner at 
the Fort Gordon Club House, drinks and 
prizes.

For more information: mowen@mcg.
edu or 706-774-5001

Brain Awareness Week
MCG’s Brain Awareness Week will 

take place Saturday, March 21 from 
11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Fort Discovery 
in downtown Augusta. There will be 
interactive activities and games, hourly 
prizes, presentations, free parking and free 
food for the first 100 people.

Contact: Christina Wilson, chrwilson@
mcg.edu

Driving study
Volunteers are needed for an MCG 

study assessing driving skills after a 
stroke. Testing will last about an hour 
and assess participants’ vision, physical 
level and ability to follow instructions 
before “driving” a stationary car. Eligible 
participants are licensed drivers who had 
a stroke in the last three to 12 months and 
healthy licensed adults who drive at least 
10 miles a week.

For more information: Seth Easton at 
ext. 1-1544 or simlab@mcg.edu

Care conference
MCGHealth and MCG faculty, staff, 

students, patients and families are invited 
to the third annual Patient Family Centered 
Care educational conference Wednesday, 
April 1 from 1-5 p.m. and Thursday, April 
2 from 8 a.m.-noon in the Lee Auditorium. 
Margaret Murphy of the World Alliance for 
Patient Safety is the keynote speaker.

To register: ext. 1-2281 or wlowe@mcg.
edu

Coordinator University
Coordinator University, a free training 

program facilitated by the Office of Human 
Research Protection, will take place 
Monday-Friday, April 20-24 from 8 a.m.-
noon. Attendees include employees new to 
human subjects research.

 To register: Kim Koss, ext. 1-1481 or 
kkoss@mcg.edu

SEEP summer positions
The Office of Educational Outreach and 

Partnerships is accepting applications for 
summer positions as program assistants 
and residence hall supervisors in its 
Student Educational Enrichment Programs 
for high school and college students. 
Program assistants serve as teaching 
assistants and peer mentors/tutors. The 
residence hall supervisor oversees all 
dormitory activities. Qualified health 
professions students will work at least 
40 hours a week from May 29-July 17, 
and receive compensation and dormitory 
accommodations. Application deadline is 
March 30.

For more information: Linda James, ext. 
1-2522 or ljames@mcg.edu

Tuition assistance
The deadline to submit Tuition 

Assistance Program applications for the 
summer semester is Wednesday, April 15 
at 5 p.m. You must be a full-time MCG 
employee, have been employed for at least 
six months and be benefits-eligible. TAP 
waives the cost of up to eight hours of 
tuition and certain fees per semester. Visit 
www.mcg.edu/hr/training/index2.html for 
the application and policy. 

For more information: Wanda O’Brien, 
ext. 1-4054 or wobrien@mcg.edu. 

Retirement counseling
Fidelity Investments Retirement 

Specialist Jeff Juday will be available for 
one-on-one appointments April 15 and 
16 in the Human Resources Conference 
Room. Call 800-642-7131 to schedule 
anappointment.

Contact: 800-550-4068 or jeff.juday@
fmr.com.

MedWAR
The ninth annual Southeast MedWAR 

race will be held Saturday, April 18 at Ford 
Gordon. The event combines wilderness 
medical challenges with adventure racing. 
Teams of four compete. No medical 
experience is required.

To register: www.medWAR.org

Cancer walk
A two-mile walk to benefit the local 

chapter of Support for People with Oral, 
Head and Neck Cancer will take place 
Saturday, May 9 at 9:15 a.m. at the North 
Augusta Riverview Park walking trail. 
Registration fee is $25.

For more information: Lori Burkhead, 
ext. 1-6100 or lburkhead@mcg.edu

Cookbook sale
Cookin’ for a Cancer Cure, a collection 

of recipes from MCGHealth Cancer Center 
patients, families, staff and friends, is on 
sale at the Cancer Clinic and the gift shops 
for $15 plus tax. Proceeds will benefit the 
American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life 
May 15-16 and the center opening next 
year.

For more information: Tracey Slagle, 
ext. 1-3249 or tslagle@mcg.edu

Confidential counseling
MCG’s Employee/Faculty Assistance 

Program offers up to six confidential 
counseling sessions to employees and 
their immediate family at no charge. The 
sessions may cover any personal or work-
related area of concern and are held at 844 
Chafee Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Beeper deadlines
For the April 1 edition, deadline is 

March 25 at noon. For the April 15 
edition, deadline is April 8 at noon. Send 
announcements or story ideas to beeper@
mcg.edu or contact Beeper Editor Sharron 
Walls at ext. 1-4410, FI-1042 (campus mail) 
or swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted 
to the MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing 
NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu and the 
Campus Events Calendar at www.calendar.
mcg.edu.
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by Sharron Walls

It’s a shopper’s dream job.
“I like to buy stuff. I love to 

shop and I like to save money,” 
says Regina Hull, a buyer in MCG’s 
Purchasing Department.

Ms. Hull is one of 10 buyers 
and contract specialists in the 
department who purchase 
everything from paper clips to 
research chemicals to toys for 
primates. Each specializes in a 
specific commodity and works as an 
on-campus consultant for employees 
to buy work-related products and 
services. 

“The campus has such a wide 
breadth of activities, it takes these 
specialists to keep the ball rolling,” 
says Greg Woodlief, assistant 
director of procurement.  

MCG spends approximately $150 
million annually on goods, services 
and construction-related items, and 
works with around 40,000 outside 
vendors, Mr. Woodlief says. 

Employees may approach the 
department knowing exactly what 
they need and where to get it, or 
they may ask the buyers to find it 
for them. Goods or services valued 
at $5,000 or more must go through 
a competitive bidding process, 
which the Purchasing Department 
oversees.

It can get hectic.
“Things are constantly changing, 

even every day,” says Karen 
Herrington. “We’re constantly 
moving along with those changes to 
make sure we’re following state-

issued guidelines. It’s a forever 
learning process.”

“Our jobs change with the market 
as well,” says Regina Hulings. “As 
the economic climate changes, so 
does the way we do our job. You 
have to be able to adapt.” 

The team has over 100 years of 
collective purchasing experience. 
Several are nationally certified 
by the National Institute of 
Governmental Purchasing, the 
Institute for Supply Management or 
the American Hospital Association. 
Soon, all MCG buyers will be state-
certified when Georgia implements 
its own program. 

The department follows the 
five R’s of purchasing, says Mr. 
Woodlief: Buying the right item at 
the right time from the right place 
at the right quality and quantity at 
the right price. They keep abreast of 
market conditions and technological 
advancements to ensure the best 
quality, efficiency and cost savings 
for MCG.

All purchases start with either an 
RFQ, request for a quote, or an RFP, 
request for a proposal. 

“RFQs deal with money,” 
explains Jacqueline Jones. “A 
specific item is involved that we 
already have specifications for, so 
we’re looking for the best deal. An 
RFP involves an idea. That’s more 
complicated and takes longer.” 

Although MCG no longer has a 
central warehouse, some purchases 
are bought and delivered in one 
day. The process for others can take 
months.

The buyers visit campus 
departments occasionally to learn 
about products and services 
employees may need down the 
road. “The sooner we become aware 
of what the end users need,” Mr. 
Woodlief says, “the sooner we can 
put our hats on and help them.”

Peggy Johnson gives an example: 
“If we know there’s a new 
researcher coming in three months, 
I can get with their administrative 
staff and figure out what they’re 
going to need in their lab and 
have that here so they can hit the 
ground running. There’s a lot of 
research that goes into specialized 
equipment.”

The Purchasing Department can 
be reached at ext. 1-2424.

Department Spotlight:
 Purchasing

Front row, from left:  Peggy Johnson, Regina Hull, Jacqueline Jones, Karen Herrington, Renada 
Hulings and Aleen Jones. Back row, from left: James Harris, Sue Simpers, Gregory Woodlief and 
Terri Gregory. Not pictured: Sharlene Redd
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March is Purchasing Awareness 
Month in Georgia. To explain 
their role and answer questions, 
the MCG Purchasing Department 
employees will be at several 
campus locations next week from 
10-noon:

• Monday, March 23
 MCG Cancer Center
• Tuesday, March 24
 Health Sciences Building
• Wednesday, March 25
 Carl T. Sanders
 Research Building
• Thursday, March 26
 School of Dentistry
• Friday, March 27
 Interdisciplinary Research
 Building

3



4 Wednesday, March 18, 2009 beeper

by Sharron Walls

Soon, sirens will be added to 
MCG’s emergency alert system.

By April 15, two towers on either 
end of campus will be equipped 
with sirens to be used in the event 
of an immediate weather or security 
emergency. One will be located 
outside the Georgia Prevention 
Institute next to the Annex; the 
other next to the Student Center at 
Goss Lane and Spellman Street. 

“If the sirens go off,” said 
Jimmy Murray, MCG’s emergency 
management coordinator, 
“that means take shelter inside 
immediately.”

The sirens are an addition to 
the MCG Alert system of notifying 
employees by e-mail and phone 
calls. “Basically the siren is for 
people who are away from their 
communication source and for non-
MCG people,” Mr. Murray said.

The 115-decibel, tone-only sirens 
will be tested after installation, 
with tones sounding for up to five 
minutes. A notification e-mail will 
be sent prior to the test. Businesses 
in the area, including neighboring 
hospitals, will also be notified.

“It’s a loud horn,” Mr. Murray 
said. “It’s going to be disruptive. It 
won’t be going off unless it’s a test 

or an actual emergency.”
The computer-generated 

sirens will have manual override 
capabilities in the event of a power 
failure, but they cannot sound 
accidentally, said Mr. Murray.

“I hope we never have to use it,” 
he added, “but we will be prepared 
if we have to.”

Safety alert system 
to add sirens

A Snow Brainer
If the prediction of snow 

earlier this month had you 
wondering whether you’d have 
an unexpected day off, Jimmy 
Murray reminds the MCG 
community that no guesswork 
is required. Unexpected campus 
closings are announced at www.
mcg.edu, and faculty, staff and 
students are notified by phone 
and/or e-mail, depending on 
the contact information each 
individual supplies. A reminder 
that the more thorough your 
contact information, the better 
MCG can communicate emergency 
messages. From the MCG Web 
site, click on “MyMCG,” then 
on “MCG Alert” to update or 
add to your emergency contact 
information.

MCG is a
tobacco-free campus
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ATLANTA AIRPORT
Reliable

Convenient
Affordable

39 Trips Weekly to 
Atlanta Hartsfield International Airport

Serving Augusta since 1998

4389 W Maysfield Drive • Augusta, GA 30909
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Move in Ready
Immaculate 3 BR, 2 BA brick home, living 

room, dining room, breakfast room & 
breakfast bar, hardwoods throughout, 
stainless appliances, fenced backyard, 

outbuilding remains. (virtual tour). 
Columbia County schools. Offered at $209,000

Location, Location
Newly renovated 4BR, 2.5 BA brick home, 

stainless appliances, hardwoods, tile, 
fireplace, sunroom, fenced backyard with 

deck. Columbia County schools.
Offered at $214,900

Ginny Covar, CSP
(803) 645-6719

gcovar@meybohm.com
Licensed in GA & SC

(803) 278-4437
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by Amy Connell

Those who donate their bodies 
to medical research and education 
will be honored by MCG students 
March 27. 

The annual memorial service 
begins at 1 p.m. at the cinerarium, 
a place for keeping the ashes 
of a cremated body, on Laney-
Walker Boulevard, between the 
Interdisciplinary Research Building 
and the Carl T. Sanders Research 
and Education Building.

“It is quite a privilege for us 
to honor these donors and their 
families with this ceremony,” says 
Elizabeth Schulz, Class of 2011 
president and an event organizer. 
“Bringing in multiple perspectives 

to give thanks is a small gesture 
in comparison to the beautiful gift 
these donors have given not just us, 
but the medical field at large.”

The program includes poetry 
readings and reflections by students 
and performances by the MCG 
Chorus, bagpiper DeWitt Dent of the 
Augusta Highlanders and a piano/
violin duo by medical students 
Michael Chang and Phillip Cleary. 
MCG President Daniel W. Rahn will 
welcome guests.

For more information about the 
Anatomical Donation Program, 
contact David E. Adams, director, at 
706-721-4772, or dadams@mcg.edu 
or visit www.mcg.edu/som/cba/
BodyDonation/index.htm.

Memorial service 
to honor body 
donors

MCG students show their respect.
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524 Georgia Avenue • Suite 2 • North Augusta
803.279.0999 • riverviewrealtyshoppe.com
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by Toni Baker

The MCG Research Institute 
and the University Faculty Senate 
(formerly the Academic Council) 
will hold a joint ceremony to honor 
outstanding faculty Thursday,    
April 16.

“We wanted an awards ceremony 
that reflects every aspect of what we 
do,” said Dr. William Hill, associate 
professor of cellular biology and 

anatomy and Awards Committee 
member for the University Faculty 
Senate.

Previously, the University Faculty 
Senate had a spring ceremony 
honoring an outstanding faculty 
member from each of MCG’s five 
schools and the library. Beginning 
with its 25th anniversary in 2006, 
the Research Institute began a fall 
ceremony to honor top researchers. 

The now-combined event will 

begin at 4 p.m. in the Natalie and 
Lansing Lee Jr. Auditorium in the 
Auditoria Center. 

“We think this approach better 
reflects the collaborative nature 
of the people and the mission of 
MCG,” said Betty Aldridge, the 
Research Institute’s executive 
director.  

Retiring faculty from all schools 
also will be honored.

Joint ceremony to honor 
faculty, researchers

by Amy Connell

First-year medical students 
will help cancer patients by 
hosting the eighth annual bone 
marrow and stem cell donor drive 
Tuesday, March 31 from 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on the second floor of the 
Children’s Medical Center. The 
public, especially minorities, are 
encouraged to join the registry.

Donors must be age 18 to 55 and 
provide a cheek swab, which is 
tested for human leukocyte antigen, 
or HLA, type. Antigens are markers 
on cells recognized by the immune 
system, which can lead to rejection.

Donors matched to a patient will 
get more information about the 
donation process and a checkup, 
then decide whether to proceed with 
the donation.

National funding makes 
registration free for anyone who 
would like to donate. The cost to 
register is normally $65. 

For more information, contact 
co-coordinators Diane Isaacson at 
678-457-0765 or Jameson Wier at 
404-558-9444. For more information 
about donation, visit www.
dkmsamericas.org.

Bone marrow drive March 31

providers, treatment options and 
pharmaceutical products.

• SpecialOffers - A discount 
program for a wide variety of 
services and products such as 
Barnes and Noble, fitness club 
memberships, Weight Watchers & 
Jenny Craig. 

To access 360º Health online 
tools, register with your BCBSGa 
insurance card at www.bcbsga.
com to create your user name and 
password.

For more information, contact the 
benefits staff at ext. 1-3770.

benefits...from page 1
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60%
OF DEGREES WERE AT THE 
MASTER’S, DOCTORAL AND 
FIRST PROFESSIONAL LEVEL

MCG
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Recipe Contest
Winner

receives a FREE LUNCH FOR FOUR 
delivered to her office by Choice Catering.

Pam Witter

MOO-Less Chocolate Pie

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! 
Submit your recipe to the Beeper! 

beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

Lunch for 4 
provided by

R128863•BP031809

2 cups chocolate chips (the healthier kind, semi-sweet with 60 percent cacoa)
1/3 cup coffee liqueur

1 block of silken (or soft) tofu (find it in the refrigerated, 
health-food section of most stores)

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 tablespoon honey

1 prepared chocolate wafer crust 
(or you can make your own from scratch and leave out the hydrogenated oils)

Place a small metal bowl over a saucepan with simmering water. Melt the 
chocolate and coffee liqueur in the bowl over medium heat. Don’t get the heat 

too high or the chocolate will curdle. Stir in vanilla. Combine the tofu, chocolate 
mixture and honey in a blender or food processor. Liquefy until smooth. Pour the 

filling into the crust and refrigerate for 2 hours or until the filling is set.  
It’s not totally guiltless, but perfect for a chocolate fix!!

Ingredients

Directions

choicecatering.com • 706.364.4492
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by Amy Connell

Postdoctoral fellows and graduate 
students will showcase research in 
biomedical sciences, biostatistics, 
health informatics, medical 
illustration and nursing at the 25th 
annual Graduate Research Day 
March 26-27.

Postdoctoral fellows will discuss 
their research Thursday, March 26 
from 2-4 p.m. in room 2109 of the 
Interdisciplinary Research Building. 
Students and fellows will present 
posters Friday, March 27 from 10 
a.m. to noon in the Wellness Center. 
Awards for outstanding student 
and postdoctoral research will be 
presented April 15 at 6 p.m. at the 
Savannah Rapids Pavilion, 3300 
Evans to Locks Road, Martinez.  

“Our students’ entire careers 
will be based in large part on their 

success in public presentation and 
publication of their work, and this is 
the first ‘official’ chance for most of 
them to do that,” says Dr. Michael 
Brands, professor of physiology 
and graduate studies and Graduate 
Research Day coordinator. “It also 
is a valuable opportunity to get 
structured feedback before they 
present work at a national meeting, 
and they receive that from the 
scores and comments submitted by 
the two judges for each poster.”

“Graduate Research Day is 
one of the School of Graduate 
Studies’ longest-standing traditions 
and a highlight of each academic 
year,” School of Graduate Studies 
Dean Gretchen B. Caughman 
says. “It grows in size every year, 
and we’re proud to provide a 
venue for our students and postdocs 
to display for the campus the great 

work they’re doing.”
Dr. Curt D. Sigmund, the Roy 

J. Carver Chair in Hypertension 
Research, professor of medicine 
and professor of physiology and 
biophysics at the University of Iowa, 
will discuss Differential Mechanism 
Controlling Hydromineral Balance 
and Metabolism by Central 
Angiotensin as the event’s keynote 
speaker March 27 from 12:30-2 
p.m. in room 1103 of the Hamilton 
Wing of the Sanders Research and 
Education Building. 

“The talk will provide a good 
mix of transgenics, physiological 
genomics and physiology for the 
students,” Dr. Sigmund says. 

For more information, contact 
Dr. Brands at 706-721-9785 or 
mbrands@mcg.edu.

Graduate Research Day 
slated for March 26-27
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Last year’s Graduate Research Day drew a crowd.

@ www.iris.mcg.edu

factsMCG

$73.8 million
WAS AWARDED FOR SPONSORED RESEARCH 
IN FISCAL YEAR 2008
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by Christine Hurley Deriso

When Dr. Greg Rempala, an 
MCG biostatistician, embarked on a 
National Science Foundation project 
three years ago to enhance cancer 
treatment, number-crunching was a 
daunting task.

His goal – to create new ways to 
explain and predict complex cellular 
and physiological phenomena at the 
molecular level – required mind-
boggling calculations. But he knew 
the end result would be well worth 
his efforts. The project, an MCG 
collaboration with the University of 
Wisconsin, should help track the 
growth and spread of cancer and 
assess the effectiveness of treatment.

A year into the project, 
Information Technology Support and 
Services stepped in to make his life 
immeasurably easier. The division 
adopted an Apple program called 
Xgrid to speed, consolidate and 
safeguard the calculation process.

“Xgrid allows us to run highly 
sophisticated computer simulations 
with virtually no risk of crashes, 

bugs, corrupted files or piracy and 
privacy compromises,” Dr. Rempala 
said.

Even better, calculations that 
once took two days are now 
complete in about an hour. Instead 
of one server doing all the work, 
multiple computers work together 
in a cluster with a common grid 
accessible via the Internet at various 
locations on campus, including 
the MCG Cancer Center and the 
Department of Biostatistics.

“It was a challenge for us,” 
said Alma Novakovic of Research 
Computing Support, an ITSS unit 
developed in 2007 specifically 
to assist researchers such as Dr. 
Rempala.

But the project’s success made 
all the hard work worthwhile. Dr. 
Rempala’s project will be complete 
next year, and the ITSS program 
will be applicable to many other 
research projects.

“What is great about the 
program,” Ms. Novakovic said, “is 
that it has the ability to be used by 
other groups on campus.”

Cancer project inspires number-crunching innovation

Anil Devarapu (from left), Alma Novakovic and Dr. Greg Rempala
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We want your Masters stories!

Do you have a Masters tale to tell? Something 
exciting that happened to you on the course? A 
terrific vacation away from Augusta that week? 
Tell us about it. Send your stories to Beeper 
Editor Sharron Walls at swalls@mcg.edu by 
Wednesday, March 25 and we’ll print them in 
the next issue.

8

Claire Stone

706.736.3375 • 706.729.5275 ext. 2018
clairestone.com • cstone@meybohm.com
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1305 Highland Avenue
Charming Summerville 
Cottage offering three 
bedrooms, two baths, 
updated kitchen, 
formal living and 
dining rooms, cozy 
family room and 
screen porch 
overlooking the 
beautiful yard.
Priced at $233,900
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Periodic reports of crime-related 
news on campus are posted in 
compliance with federal, state and 
local laws to maximize campus 
safety and awareness. To report 
crimes, suspicious activity or 
information regarding reported 
incident(s), call the MCG Public 
Safety Department at ext. 1-2911 or 
2911 from a cellular phone.

Stolen vehicle
On Feb. 25 between 7:15 a.m. and 

3:45 p.m., a white 1989 Oldsmobile 
Delta-88 was stolen from MCG 
Parking Lot #55 adjacent to Kroger 
on 15th Street.

Campus 
Beat

Team 
MCG 
ends 

March 
27. 

Make 
your 

pledge 
now!

9
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First-year medical student Carson Sanders presents a diabetes prevention plan for Chatham County he and five classmates created for the Essentials of Clinical 
Medicine 1 course required for all first-year medical students. The classmates, pictured at right, are Alan Zevailos (from left), Kyle Mitchell, Carson Sanders, 
Sarahbeth Wills, Shavonda Thomas and Laura Paynter.

Statewide outreach

The MCG Student National Dental Association hosted its 10th annual SNDA Impressions Program Feb. 28 for over 100 undergraduate and postgraduate college 
students and junior and senior high school students. The program, designed to expose under-represented minorities to dentistry and produce stronger dental 
school applicants, provided sessions in hands-on dentistry, mock interviews and career guidance from MCG dental students and faculty. This year’s speaker was 
Dr. Antwan Treadway (pictured), a clinical assistant professor in the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery who practices in Atlanta.

Making impressions
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Let us entertain you
The MCG Arts Council’s Tuesday Noon Performing Live concerts 

wrapped up the season March 10 with a variety show. In addition to those 
pictured, performers included Lisa Stamper, Banner training coordinator, 
and her daughter, Violet; Dr. Steven Roberts, School of Dentistry; Michael 
Chang,  second-year School of Medicine student; and perennial favorite 
William Schleifer, fourth-year School of Medicine student, in his final 
performance.

Dr. Rodway Mackert, School of Dentistry

Adam Goldberg, third-year 
School of Dentistry student

Chrisje Ceyssens, third-year School of Nursing student

MCG Chorus
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Send news of accomplishments 
to Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at 
swalls@mcg.edu.

Dr. Bhatia
selected chair

Dr. Jatinder Bhatia, chief of the 
Section of 
Neonatology in 
the School of 
Medicine, has 
been selected 
chair of the 
American 
Academy of 
Pediatrics 
Committee 
on Nutrition 
effective July 1.

Dr. Bhatia, who specializes in 
parenteral and neonatal nutrition, 
has served for six years on the 
seven-member committee that 
develops guidelines for pediatricians 
on the nutritional needs of infants, 
children and adolescents. The 
committee also consults with the 
Food and Drug Administration, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, 
National Institutes of Health and the 
Canadian Paediatric Society. 

The committee compiles 
its policies and practice 
recommendations in the Pediatric 
Nutrition Handbook, now in its 
sixth edition. The publication covers 
topics such as the effects of nutrition 
on growth, development and 
immediate and long-term health. It 
includes dietary allowance tables, 
energy requirements, composition 
of human milk and infant formulas 

and food exchanges as well as 
growth charts for low-birth-weight 
infants, full-term infants, children 
and adolescents.

“It’s a wonderful resource for 
busy pediatricians who want to give 
parents and their children the latest, 
most evidence-based nutritional 
advice,” Dr. Bhatia says.

Dr. Bhatia serves as the 
Committee on Nutrition’s liaison 
to American Academy of Pediatrics 
Section on Breast Feeding and is 
the academy’s representative on the 
National Dairy Council Advisory 
Board. 

He is the supplements editor 
for the Journal of Perinatology, an 
editorial board member for the 
Journal of Maternal, Fetal and 
Neonatal Medicine and chief editor 
for nutrition for eMedicine.com. 

Dr. Brann named 
associate director

Dr. Darrell W. Brann, Regents 
Professor of 
Neurology, 
has been 
named chief of 
developmental 
neurobiology 
and associate 
director of 
the Institute 
of Molecular 
Medicine and 
Genetics.       

Dr. Brann, a 1990 graduate of the 
MCG School of Graduate Studies, 
directs the graduate program in 
neuroscience. He will assist Dr. Lin 
Mei, institute director, in managing 

the academic and research missions 
of the institute.

A professor in the Schools of 
Medicine and Graduate Studies, 
Dr. Brann received the 2007 School 
of Graduate Studies Distinguished 
Teacher Award. 

He co-chairs the Brain Region 
II Study Section of the American 
Heart Association. He has served as 
an ad hoc member of the National 
Institutes of Health Integrative 
and Clinical Endocrinology and 
Reproduction Study Section and of 
the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science Research 
Competitiveness Service Review 
Panel. 

Dr. Brann is associate editor 
of BMC Neuroscience. He 
serves on the editorial board of 
Neuroendocrinology and Open 
Neuroendocrinology and co-edited 
the August 2008 issue of Molecular 
and Cellular Endocrinology on 
estrogen’s action in the brain. 

His research focuses on 
neuronal cell death and brain cell 
protection in stroke, including 
the neuroprotective potential of 
estrogen. 

Video honored
An MCG video describing a 

novel suturing technique after 
partial kidney removal received the 
Prince Beach, M.D. Award at the 

55th annual James C. Kimbrough 
Urological Seminar for best video 
presentation by a staff physician.

The video demonstrated the 
use of pericardium (membrane 
surrounding the heart) from a 
cadaver to suture the incision. It 
was produced by MCG videographer 
Timothy Johnson and featured Drs. 
James Bittner, surgery resident, and 
James Brown, associate professor of 
urology.

Dr. Terris named 
associate editor

Dr. David Terris, chair of the 
Department of 
Otolaryngology-
Head and Neck 
Surgery in 
the School of 
Medicine, has 
been named 
associate editor 
for endocrine 
surgery for the 
journal Head 
and Neck.

Dr. Terris, Porubsky Distinguished 
Professor in Otolaryngology, is 
internationally renowned for 
minimally invasive thyroid and 
parathyroid surgery. 

He is a member of the 
International Association 
of Endocrine Surgeons and 

the American Academy of 
Otolaryngology/Head and Neck 
Surgery’s Endocrine Surgery, 
Head and Neck Oncology and 
Program Committees. He chairs the 
Otolaryngology Advisory Council for 
the American College of Surgeons.

Dr. Terris serves on the 
editorial boards of Laryngoscope 
and Operative Techniques of 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 
Surgery.

Newsmakers

Obituaries
The MCG community extends 

condolences to the friends and 
family of:

Jo C. McNair, 66, a retired 
senior staff nurse in Neonatal 
Intensive Care, who died Feb. 
17. She was with MCG from 
1988-2001.

Ollie Haynes, 81, a retired 
environmental service technician, 
who died Feb. 19. She worked for 
MCG from 1976-88. 

Annie M. Thurmond, 80, a 
retired laboratory technician, who 
died March 1. She was with MCG 
from 1961-91.
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2358 Washington Rd 706-736-4479 Augusta, GA
www.turnerskeyboards.com

Piano Sale

Turner’s Keyboards

New & Used Pianos, Digital Keyboards, 
Piano Rentals, Tuning & Repair, Refinish 

& Rebuilding, We Buy Pianos, 
Fun Piano Lessons For All Ages!
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Campus scene

Campus photographer Phil Jones caught these yellow-breasted finches jockeying for the best fruit 
on a holly tree between pavilions 1 and 2.

13
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www.blanchardandcalhoun.com

Cell 706.306.9603 • Office 706.868.1000
dhudson@blanchardandcalhoun.com

Vice President, President’s Club
Customer Service Award, Licensed in GA & SC 

Debbie 
Douglas 
Hudson

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY!

Location, Location,Location!!
All the character of 1916.  10 ft ceilings, 
hardwoods, fireplace in living & dining 
rooms, sitting room off owner bedroom 
oozes charm!  4BR, 2BA, big patio, low 

maintenance yard.  Just 5 mins. to MCG.
MLS#304010

Spacious Condo, Great 
West Augusta Location

Off Boy Scout Rd. near Washington Rd.  Approx. 
1834SF, 3BR, 2.5BA, large great room with 

fireplace and French doors to patio.  Needs some 
sweat equity or investor to spruce it up!  

MAKE AN OFFER!  MLS#290843

Southern Living
Hardwoods, heart pine floor & fireplace 
in den.  4BR, 2.5BA, 2 car garage, brick 
patio, fenced, centrally located, minutes 

to MCG, downtown!  Neighborhood 
pool, tennis, clubhouse very reason-

able! REDUCED TO ONLY $189,900!  
MLS#306370

Immaculate! Close To The Fort!
Gleaming hardwood floors, spacious rooms, 

3BR, 1.5BA, open kitchen/den, covered 
patio, all brick ranch, garage, storage shed, 

fenced yard!  Incredible deal at only $79,900!  
MLS# 303146

Cottage Living
Close to MCG, adorable and spacious with 
over 1530 SF!  Huge eat-in kitchen, great 

room with fireplace, 2BR, 2BA PLUS bonus 
and office!  Very affordable!  Call me to see 

today!  MLS#308952  $107,500

Completely Restored 
In Summerville

Just listed!  5 minutes from MCG, currently 
rented to med students.  Total of 5 BR, 3.5 

BA, this beauty has 3 BR and 2.5 BA on main 
level great apartment upstairs with kitchen, 

2 BR, BA study MLS#307858  $259,900

All Dressed Up – 
Great For Rental

Precious home with fireplace, spacious rooms, 
screened porch, eat in kitchen.  Looks like a 

designer has lived here!  Close to MCG!  
Situated on 3 lots – great investor situation!  

Great price!  MLS#304011

Fabulous Patio Home-Close-In!
Hardwood floors, fireplace in Great Room,eat-in 
kitchen, owner’s suite on main level, 3 Brs PLUS 

office or Rec room. Deck off kitchen, private 
backyard backs up to woods! 2 car Garage, 

Now only $189,900 mls #304556

Price Reduced!
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Pool, Tennis, Gated 
Community, Close-in Col.Cty

Gorgeous! Low maintenance, hard-
woods, FP in great room, New,high end 

stainless steel appliances.3 BR plus 
study or formal LR, Owner’s suite to die 

for! JUST REDUCED TO 229,900!
CALL QUICK! MLS#310419

Price Reduced! Price Reduced!
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by Amy Connell

One hundred and seventy-
eight senior medical students will 
participate in Match Day 2009 
tomorrow at noon in the Natalie and 
Lansing B. Lee Jr. Auditorium.

Match Day pairs the nation’s 
senior medical students with 
postgraduate programs providing 
specialty training.

Each February, after interviews 
and visits to residency programs, 
medical students across the country 
rank hospitals where they’d like to 
complete residencies, and hospital 
residency programs rank the 
students. Rankings are submitted 
to the National Resident Matching 
Program in Washington, D.C., which 
is managed by the Association of 
American Medical Colleges.

Pairings are announced 
simultaneously at U.S. medical 
schools. Graduates of osteopathic 
and foreign schools as well as U.S. 
graduates wanting to change their 
residency also participate.

A reception will follow on the 
lawn of the Murphy Building, 
between the Administration and 
Dugas Buildings off Laney-Walker 
Boulevard. 

For more information, contact the 
School of Medicine Office of Student 
Affairs at ext. 1-5115.
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Futures to unfold at Match Day

Mac Vining (left) lets his classmates know he got his first choice at Match Day 2008. Mr. Vining 
matched at MCG and entered a residency in the School of Medicine’s Department of Pediatrics.
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on 15th Street 
across from the MCG Annex

$499

(706)724-3302

All You Can Eat!

We
Deliver!

11:00 - 1:30 • Mon - Fri
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(or 2 for $9.98, drinks not included, 
must present coupon, 1 coupon per visit)

Lunch Buffet!

Discounts Not Applicable 
To Tax, Tip or Delivery

Order Online 
At

pizzahut.com

20%
OFF

Your First 

Online Order

For more facts, see

www.iris.mcg.edu

factsMCG

FACULTY

937
FULL AND PART-TIME 
FACULTY AS OF JUNE 30, 2008

81%
OF FULL-TIME 

INSTRUCTIONAL FACULTY 
HAVE A PHD AND/OR 

1ST PROFESSIONAL DEGREEE

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus
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STAFF

School of Dentistry
 Anne Marie McGowan
 Janice Lee Widener

School of Medicine
 Robert O. Drutel
 Haroldo Alfredo Flores Toque
 Jennifer M. Foskey
 Xinhong Zhu

Environmental 
Services
 Larry D. Hollimon
 Frank Burton Thompson
 Idella Diane Walker

Georgia Correctional 
HealthCare
 Bolaji Aremu
 Kathleen Ann Ricketson
 Sammy Lee Striggles
 Lori Boyd Tootle

Georgia War 
Veterans Nursing 
Home
 Ebony S. Lovette

MCG Cancer Center
 Mingqiang Ren

Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  

The Employee Advisory Council is your voice and we need to hear 
from you! 

We know you have ideas to improve employee campus life. 
The EAC is your way to share ideas, suggestions and concerns with 

MCG administration. Use this form, e-mail your representative or 
send a comment to www.mcg.edu/EAC/. 
 
My idea, suggestion or concern is: 
 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Intercampus mail to HS 1138, Attn: EAC
 

Once per quarter, we’ll randomly select a submission and reward the 
winner with a gift certificate to Mocha Mahn.

EAC Suggestion Box
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Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE

R110214•BP081607

Downtown
12th & Broad St.

706.828.5578

with any large pizza purchase, with your MCG ID! (sm order)

FREE Appetizer or Dessert PRETZELS
Every WEDNESDAY is MCG Night!
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Evans
4348 Washington Rd.

706.364.6756

March 
Madness!

mellowmushroom.com

$1,000 Prize!
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@ www.iris.mcg.edu

factsMCG 719
DEGREES AWARDED IN 2008

WERE MASTER’S, 
DOCTORAL & 
1ST PROFESSIONAL60%

...of which

P olka Dots
PAPERS & PRESENTS

CUSTOM INVITATIONS • FINE STATIONARY • UNIQUE GIFTS

STORE HOURS
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY • 10:00 - 5:30 • SATURDAY • 10:00 - 3:00

CLOSED ON WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY

(803) 341-9479
LOCATED IN THE NEW JACKSON SQUARE BUILDING

IN DOWNTOWN NORTH AUGUSTA, SC
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20% OFF FIRST ITEM
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2007 School of Nursing graduates Rachel Murchison 
(from left) and Anna Burnett with Dr. Martha Tingen.

“Statistical research gives us 
greater credibility and validity in 
clinical practice.”

For example, evidence-based 
guidelines dictate how best to 
prevent bedsores. Interdisciplinary 
research helps nurses know how 
often patients should be turned 
and how to minimize pressure on 
vulnerable body parts.

Ms. Burnett and Ms. Murchison 
both are considering futures as 
nurse researchers. “This was 
one of the highlights of my 
nursing school experience, and 
I hope other nursing students 
have similar opportunities,” Ms. 
Burnett says.

That’s a goal for Dr. Tingen, as 
well. “If all health care students 
could have even a two-week 
opportunity to be involved in a 
research study, it could potentially 
be the charge that ignites 
someone’s interest in becoming a 
researcher.”

Dr. Marion says the School 
of Nursing is increasing 
student research opportunities. 
The school’s Nurse Scientist 
Incubator enables independent 
study, and an honors program 
allowing students to work with 
investigators is proposed.
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research...from page 1

by Paula Hinely

Dr. Ora L. Strickland, professor at 
the Emory University Nell Hodgson 
Woodruff School of Nursing, will 
discuss improving patient care 
and outcomes through research in 
her keynote address at the sixth 
annual Uniting Practice, Education 
and Research Conference Friday,    
March 20.

The conference, sponsored by 
the Sigma Theta Tau Nursing Honor 
Society’s Beta Omicron Chapter of 
the School of Nursing, will be held 
at the Doubletree Augusta Hotel and 
Conference Center. 

“This conference provides our 
attendees with a rare opportunity 
to experience how local leaders and 
scholars influence nursing research, 
practice and education to ultimately 
improve health care outcomes,” 
says Dr. Autumn Schumacher, 
research chair for the Beta Omicron 
chapter and assistant professor in 
the Department of Physiological 

and Technological Nursing. “We are 
honored to have Dr. Strickland join 
us this year, as her work exemplifies 
the powerful influence nursing has 
on enhancing patient outcomes.”

Dr. Strickland is an 
internationally renowned specialist 
in nursing research, measurement 
techniques, maternal health and 
parenting. She is one of Emory’s 
principal investigators for the 
Women’s Health Initiative, a 13-year 
long clinical trial studying 164,000 
post menopausal women. Her 
presentation begins at 9 a.m.

The conference will include 
lectures and poster presentations 
from nursing students and faculty 
from across the Southeast. The 
event consistently draws more than 
250 attendees.

For more information, contact 
Dr. Autumn Schumacher at 
aschumacher@mcg.edu or ext. 
1-6714, or visit www.mcg.edu/ce/
Nursing/betaomicron09.htm.

Sixth annual 
nursing conference 
is March 20
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This ad is not affiliated with the owners of The North Augusta Country Club.

 tjp@inbox.com

423 West Avenue • North Augusta, SC
Save 20% on your entire purchase
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17 Puzzle

ACROSS
  1. Organ affected by Stargardt’s Disease
  4. Micrognathia site
  7. Word with socket or eye
10. Peg for Tiger
11. Stop __ dime
12. Largest city in Canada: abbr.
13. Yeast infection
16. Licorice-like flavoring
17. Hydrocephalus patient’s need
20. Factor released by hypothalamus cells, for short
24. Monogram for Winnie-the-Pooh’s creator
25. Police title: abbr.
26. Surgeon’s request
29. __ tumor; nephroblastoma
31. __ Omega Alpha; med. honor society
33. Abdominal wall defect
39. May honoree
40. __ Syndrome; possible result of a resection
41. Commercials
42. Sit-up targets, for short
43. U. S. immigrants’ class
44. UV forerunners

DOWN
  1. List-shortening abbr.
  2. Verily
  3. Suffix for velvet or eight
  4. Arthritis site
  5. “The King __”; 1956 film
  6. Area between ribs and pelvis
  7. Alcoholic’s woes, for short
  8. Louis the Fat or Philip the Fair
  9. MMIX and others: abbr.
14. Rather
15. DDE’s opponent
17. Bursa
18. Actor Linden
19. Ms. Thurman
21. Lipoprotein group, for short
22. Sleep stage, familiarly
23. Worth and Knox: abbr.
27. __-jongg
28. Surgical insertion, at times
29. Fingerprint pattern
30. Ending for brain or demon
32. Advantage
33. Tumor ending
34. Rabble
35. Menstrual cycle woe, for some: abbr.
36. Location of the stapedius 
37. SLC-based religion
38. Atlanta’s zone, for short

beeper 
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Equipment worth over $1,000 
and computers worth over $500 are 
considered assets at MCG, and there 
are over 20,000 of them on campus. 
Every one of them will be physically 
located and accounted for between 
Wednesday, April 1 and Thursday, 
April 30. The Board of Regents 
requires this annual physical 

inventory.
For instructions, visit www.mcg.

edu/supply/property/.  
The inventory will be posted on 

the Asset Management Web page 
by June 19. For more information, 
contact Asset Management at ext. 
1-1796.

1, 2, 3, 4… Time 
to count assets

MCGHealth received top honors 
in this year’s overall United Way 
hospital competition, besting 
Doctors Hospital and University 
Hospital by raising $101,000, the 
most money per capita giving.

“I am extremely proud of our 
employees for demonstrating the 

level of generosity it took to win this 
award,” said Don Snell, president 
and CEO of MCGHealth. “This is yet 
another way in which MCGHealth 
has demonstrated that it occupies 
the number-one position in the 
CSRA medical community.”

MCGHealth receives 
United Way award

It’s Your Call.
Compliance Hotline
1-800-576-6623

Type 1 Diabetes
Another 200 newborns in Georgia 

and Florida with high-risk genes for 
type 1 diabetes will be enrolled over 
the next year in a long-term study 
to determine how genetics and 
environment cause the disease.

A $10 million, five-year grant 
renewal from the National Institutes 
of Health will enable the additional 
enrollment as well as ongoing 
monitoring of participants in The 
Environmental Determinants of 
Diabetes in the Young, or TEDDY, 
Study. Dr. Jin-Xiong She, director of 
the MCG Center for Biotechnology 
and Genomic Medicine, is the 
principal investigator.

Nearly 66,000 newborns from 
Georgia and Florida already have 
been screened and 700 enrolled in 
the international effort that also 
includes research sites in Colorado 
and Washington as well as Finland, 
Sweden and Germany. Worldwide 
about 360,000 newborns will be 

screened and 7,800 enrolled.
Newborns are first screened for 

two of the highest-risk genes for 
type 1 diabetes, HLA-DR and HLA-
DQ, and enrollees are followed for 
15 years, through the peak ages 
of development of the disease in 
which the immune system attacks 
insulin-producing cells. Children 
have their blood examined for the 
earliest sign of attack at multiple 
visits with study coordinators each 
year. Parents also keep detailed 
records of their children’s lifestyle, 
environment and overall health.

“You really have to look at 
the progression of the disease 
longitudinally,” said Dr. She, Georgia 
Research Alliance Eminent Scholar 
in Genomic Medicine. “Without 
the dedication of the participating 
families, we could not do this. It’s a 
huge commitment. They are trying 
to do everything they can to help us 
find a cure for diabetes.”

For more information, visit www.
teddystudy.org.

 

Lung Disease
MCG researchers hope that drugs 

boosting the activity of a gene 
regulator called PPAR can treat 
lung damage in children with heart 
defects.

Heart defects produce high blood 
flow that can damage and stiffen 
lungs. In studies of lambs with 
congenital heart defects, MCG’s Dr. 
Stephen Black and University of 
California colleague Jeffrey Fineman 
found that drugs boosting PPAR 
activity prevented damage to the 
endothelium, or inner lining of 
blood vessels.

“These drugs might treat some 
of the underlying mechanisms that 
have become deranged and help 
the body go back to normal,” said 
Dr. Black, a cell and molecular 
physiologist in the Vascular Biology 
Center.

They hope to begin clinical 
studies of the treatment in 2010.

Research Roundup We want your Masters stories!

Do you have a Masters tale to tell? Something 
exciting that happened to you on the course? A 
terrific vacation away from Augusta that week? 
Tell us about it. Send your stories to Beeper 
Editor Sharron Walls at swalls@mcg.edu by 
Wednesday, March 25 and we’ll print them in 
the next issue.
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19 Classifieds

Crossword
Solution

Suduko
Solution

Word Search
Solution

To Place A Classifi ed Ad,
call 803-279-2793 & ask for “Richardene.”

Or e-mail: rbaskett@northaugustastar.com
Rates: 25 cents per word.

Congratulations!

Is your name in this issue?
Check our ads to fi nd out! 

And remember e-mail: beepercontests@aikenstandard.com
by the Friday at noon deadline.

Tiffany Fleming found her name hidden in the 
Goldcrest ad on page 8 of our last issue.

HIDDEN NAME CONTEST
We hide the names of randomly chosen students & employees - 

one per issue. If your name is hidden in one of the advertisements 
in this issue, you’ll score our Beeper gift package: a gift certifi cates 
to Amici Italian Cafe & Top Notch Car Wash plus movie passes to 

Evans 20 Theatre compliments of Health Center Cedit Union!
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one of the ads 

in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, e-mail us; (beepercontests@aikenstandard.com) 
before noon on Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 

FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not enter. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or employed by 
MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is responsible for printing errors 

which make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more 
than one person has the same name, the fi rst person to claim the prize is the winner. 7. Prize awarded to 

winners may vary from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

3BR 1BA, NEW heat/AC, plumbing, wiring, total-
ly new kitchen includes new appliances, Corian
counter tops, hardwood floors, washer/dryer, car-
port &  storage building. $95,900 includes closing
cost and $1500  furniture allowance. 1746 Kiss-
ingbower Rd. (Pendleton King  Park area).  Call
for appointment. 706-724-2452(d), 706-733-5692
(e), 706-825-3288(c)

542
Houses For 
Sale By 
Owner

542
Houses For 
Sale By 
Owner

542
Houses For 
Sale By 
Owner

LUXURY 3BR 2BA 
apartments located off 
Pleasant Home Road. 
$725 dep., $725 rent. 

706-228-4655

SEEKING 
(nonsmoker) female 
roommate to share 

2300 sq ft home! 1BR
w/sm study 1BA, Kit, 
LV & W/D privileges. 

For more info  call
706.793.0079

Female roommate
needed to share cute
home in Hill section! 2

miles from MCG!!
2br/1ba, LR, DR, KIT,

W/D,  hardwood
floors, etc. $300/mo
and split utility bills.

706-821-2651

545 Houses
To Share

510 Apartments
For Rent 

To 
Advertise

 in the 
Beeper 

call
 Richardene 

Baskett
at 

803-279-2793

To Place A Classifi ed Ad,
call 803-279-2793 & ask for “Richardene.”

Or e-mail: rbaskett@northaugustastar.com
Rates: 25 cents per word.

Congratulations!

Is your name in this issue?
Check our ads to fi nd out! 

And remember e-mail: beepercontests@aikenstandard.com
by the Friday at noon deadline.

Jeffrey Thomas found his name hidden in the 
Turner’s Keyboards ad on page 13 of our last issue.

HIDDEN NAME CONTEST
We hide the names of randomly chosen students & employees - 

one per issue. If your name is hidden in one of the advertisements 
in this issue, you’ll score our Beeper gift package: a gift certifi cates 
to Amici Italian Cafe & Top Notch Car Wash plus movie passes to 

Evans 20 Theatre compliments of Health Center Cedit Union!
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one of the ads 

in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, e-mail us; (beepercontests@aikenstandard.com) 
before noon on Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 

FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not enter. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or employed by 
MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is responsible for printing errors 

which make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more 
than one person has the same name, the fi rst person to claim the prize is the winner. 7. Prize awarded to 

winners may vary from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.
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Send photos and 
stories about your 

pets to Sharron Walls 
at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette
Jacque’s Baby 

Prince, also known 
as Puppy, is the 
four-legged “human” 
who runs the home 
of Debby and Tom 
Kalliokoski (aka Mom 
and Dad) and Betty 
Johns (aka Grandma). 
“Puppy is now 15 
years old, but still 
gives us a run for our 
money,” says Debby, 
director of the MCG 
annual fund. “He 
keeps us all in order 
with his kind nature.”

Faculty, 
staff and 
students 
line up 
(left) to 
talk with 
vendors at 
the seventh 
annual 
MCG Tech 
Fair March 
11. The 
event drew 
about a 
thousand 
people 
from 
across the 
campus.

Going geek
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