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by Jennifer Hilliard

Dr. Lois Ellison, a clinician, 
researcher, educator and 
administrator who has a 65-plus-
year affiliation with MCG, has 
been recognized as an outstanding 
alumna of the University System of 
Georgia. 

The Hall of Fame Alumni Award 
was presented at the University 
System of Georgia Board of Regents 
Awards for Excellence in Education 
Celebration March 28 in Atlanta.

Each year, the University System 
of Georgia Foundation awards 
notable faculty and alumni for their 
contributions to higher education 
in Georgia. Campuses throughout 
the University System are asked to 
nominate faculty and alumni for 
honors and winners are selected by 
an external panel.

During her career at MCG, Dr. 
Ellison directed the cardiopulmonary 
laboratory, served as associate dean 

for curriculum in the School of 
Medicine and as provost, a position 
second in line to then-President 
William Moretz and the highest-
ranking female in U.S. medical 
schools. As associate vice president 
for planning (hospitals and clinics), 
Dr. Ellison oversaw the campus 
additions of the Ambulatory Care 
Center/Specialized Care Center and 
the Children’s Medical Center.

Dr. Ellison retired as Professor 
Emeritus and Provost Emeritus in 
2000, but remains MCG’s medical 
historian in residence.

Her honors include an MCG 
School of Medicine Distinguished 
Alumnus Award, an MCG School 
of Medicine Lifetime Achievement 
Award, a Woman of Excellence 
Award in Health and the Governor’s 
Award for Historic Preservation 
Stewardship. She and her late 
husband, Dr. Robert G. Ellison, 
received the Vessel of Life Award, 
MCG’s highest honor, in 2005.

Dr. Ellison was included in the 
2003 National Institutes of Health 
National Library of Medicine 
exhibition, “Changing the Face of 
Medicine-Celebrating America’s 
Women Physicians.”

She was a research fellow and 
established investigator of the 
Georgia Heart Association and 
received a Research Career Award 
from the National Heart Institute 
of the National Institutes of Health 
from 1963-68. She published 73 
journal articles and made numerous 
presentations on preoperative and 
postoperative studies, open-heart 
surgery, alveolar surfactant and 
cardiovascular and pulmonary 
physiology.

She is the author of Moments in 
History, a history of MCG she wrote 
in observance of the university’s 
175th anniversary.

Dr. Ellison, a native of Fort Valley, 
Regent Don Leebern Jr. presents the Hall of Fame Alumni Award 
to Dr. Lois Ellison.

Dr. Ellison receives Regents 
Hall of Fame Alumni Award

by Paula Hinely

MCG has a nearly $1.03 billion 
economic impact on the Augusta 
area, according to a study released 
April 1 by the University System of 
Georgia.

That figure did not include the 
impact of MCGHealth, Inc., a non-
profit corporation that operates 
the university’s clinical facilities. 
MCGHealth, Inc. generated an 
additional $862 million in revenue 
for state and local economies in 
2006, according to a report recently 
released by the Georgia Hospital 
Association.

The fiscal year 2008 study also 

determined that MCG generates 
about 8,700 jobs. MCG employs 
nearly 4,700 people, and more 
than 4,000 off-campus jobs exist 
due to institution-related spending. 
MCGHealth, Inc. sustains more than 
6,500 full-time local and statewide 
jobs.

“It’s gratifying to see the 
economic impact of our efforts to 
educate health care providers for 
our state and discover better ways 
to prevent and treat disease,” says 
MCG President Daniel W. Rahn. 
“In collaboration with our hospital, 
we have the additional privilege of 
providing care to patients. It’s of 
note that the health care and biotech 

industries are among the fastest-
growing in our state and nation. We 
are working diligently to sustain 
that growth, not just for economic 
benefit, but more importantly for 
the well-being of our citizens.”

Sixty-two percent of MCG’s nearly 
$1.03 billion total impact, or $633 
million, reflects initial spending 
for salaries and fringe benefits, 
operating supplies and expenses, 
and other budgeted expenditures, 
as well as student spending. Re-
spending – the multiplier effect of 
those dollars as they are spent again 
in the region – accounted for the 
remaining $393 million.

The Intellectual Capital 

Partnership Program, an initiative 
of the Board of Regents’ Office 
of Economic Development, 
commissioned the Selig Center for 
Economic Growth in the University 
of Georgia’s Terry College of 
Business to analyze data collected 
between July 1, 2007 and June 30, 
2008 to calculate the university 
system’s fiscal year 2008 economic 
impact. 

The study showed that the 
University System of Georgia’s 35 
institutions made a $12.1 billion 
total impact on the state’s economy. 
Sixty-six percent of the impact, or 

MCG’s economic impact exceeds $1 billion

See Dr. Ellison, page 9

See Impact, page 9
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DEADLINES
for  April 29 issue - April 22 at noon

for  May 13 issue - May 6 at noon

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to discover, 
disseminate, and apply knowledge to improve health and reduce the 
burden of illness on society. In realizing its mission, the Medical College 
of Georgia is committed to serving the people of Georgia, the nation and 
the world by:
•	Preparing	the	health	professional	workforce	of	the	future;
•	Conducting	research	through	programs	that	create,	disseminate	and
	 apply	new	knowledge	relevant	to	human	health;
•	Providing	exceptional,	innovative,	patient-centered	health
	 care	services;
•	Contributing	to	the	economic	development	and	well-being	of	the
 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
 research and clinical care.

Tuition assistance
The deadline to submit Tuition 

Assistance Program applications for the 
summer semester is today at 5 p.m. You 
must be a full-time MCG employee, have 
been employed for at least six months and 
be benefits-eligible. TAP waives the cost 
of up to eight hours of tuition and certain 
fees per semester. Visit www.mcg.edu/hr/
training/index2.html for the application 
and policy. 

For more information: Wanda O’Brien, 
ext. 1-4054 or wobrien@mcg.edu. 

Retirement counseling
Fidelity Investments Retirement 

Specialist Jeff Juday will be available 
for one-on-one appointments today 
and tomorrow, April 15 and 16, in the 
Human Resources Conference Room. Call 
800-642-7131 to schedule an appointment.

Contact: 800-550-4068 or jeff.juday@
fmr.com.

Awards ceremony 
The University Faculty Senate and the 

MCG Research Institute will hold a joint 
ceremony to honor outstanding faculty 
at 4 p.m. tomorrow, April 16, in the 
Lee Auditorium. Lifetime achievement, 
distinguished research and Mahesh 
distinguished research awards will be 
presented to scientists in addition to top 
faculty awards from each school and the 
library. Retiring faculty from all schools 
also will be honored. 

ASDA Talent Show
The MCG chapter of the American 

Student Dental Association will hold its 
annual Talent Show tomorrow, April 16 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Lee Auditorium. School 
of Dentistry faculty, students and staff will 
perform.

MedWAR
The ninth annual Southeast MedWAR 

race will be held Saturday, April 18 at Fort 
Gordon. The event combines wilderness 
medical challenges with adventure racing. 
Teams of four compete. No medical 
experience is required.

To register: www.medWAR.org

Wellness Center 
specials

This month, the Wellness Center is 
offering a “Partners in Fitness!” special for 
MCG, MCGHI and PPG employees: Two 
individuals get a three-month membership 
for $150.

The deadline for enrollment in the 
Active BONES! Kids Camp day camp for 
children age 6-12 is May 15. Registration 
is open to all children whose parents or 
guardians are MCG/MCGHI/PPG students, 

faculty, staff, house staff, postdoctoral 
fellows or Wellness Center members. The 
camp includes group games, outdoor 
activities, arts and crafts, swimming, 
outdoor water activities, field trips and 
more.  

For more information: ext. 1-6800 or 
wellness@mcg.edu

Child Care activities
The Child Care Center is holding 

summer camp registration for children age 
5-12. Limited spaces also are available for 
the 2009-10 Georgia Lottery-funded pre-K 
program, open to Georgia residents who 
will be 4 by Sep. 1.

For more information, call ext. 1-4171.

Coordinator University
Coordinator University, a free training 

program facilitated by the Office of Human 
Research Protection, will take place 
Monday-Friday, April 20-24 from 8 a.m.-
noon. Attendees include employees new to 
human subjects research.

 To register: Kim Koss, ext. 1-1481 or 
kkoss@mcg.edu

Plane pull
The Ronald McDonald House Charities 

of Augusta will hold a plane pull Saturday, 
May 30 at the Augusta Regional Airport. 
The deadline to enter a 20-person team 
is April 22. Teams will attempt to pull 
a FedEx Boeing 727 jet 12 feet to raise 
money for the charity ($1,000 for a 
company team; $500 for a community/
student team). Trophies will be awarded to 
top teams in each category. Lunch, T-shirt 
and a team photo are included. 

Contact: Tracie Hughes, trhughes@mcg.
edu 

Hardy golf tournament
The Department of Respiratory Therapy 

will sponsor the Art Hardy Memorial Golf 
Tournament Friday, April 24 at 12:30 p.m. 
at the Forest Hills Golf Course. The cost 
is $65 per person, with lunch provided. 
Proceeds benefit MCG Respiratory Therapy 
scholarship funds.

Contact: Arthur Taft, ext. 1-3554

Mental health fair
The First Annual CSRA Mental Health 

Fair will take place Monday, April 27 from 
4-7 p.m. at Augusta State University in the 
Ballroom of the Jaguar Student Activities 
Center. In addition to educational displays 
and refreshments, health behavior 
specialists will be available to talk one-
on-one about mental health issues. The 
free event is sponsored by MCGHI, MCG, 
ASU and the Augusta Coalition for Mental 
Health Advocacy. 

For more information: ext. 1-0162 or 
mcghealth.org

Oral cancer screenings
The Department of Otolaryngology, 

Head and Neck Surgery will offer 
free oral cancer screenings Thursday, 
April 30 from 9-11 a.m. and 1-3 p.m. 
at the Otolaryngology, Head and Neck 
Surgery offices on the fourth floor of the 
Ambulatory Care Center. The screenings 
are sponsored by the Head and Neck 
Cancer Alliance. 

To schedule a screening: ext.1-4400 or 
visit mcghealth.org

Honor convocation
The second annual Alpha Upsilon Phi 

Honor Society Convocation and reception 
will take place Tuesday, May 5 at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Lee Auditorium. The event is open 
to all students, staff and faculty.

Contact: Kevin Frazier, ext. 1-0955

Cancer walk
A two-mile walk to benefit the local 

chapter of Support for People with Oral, 
Head and Neck Cancer will take place 
Saturday, May 9 at 9:15 a.m. at the North 
Augusta Riverview Park walking trail. 
Registration fee is $25.

For more information: Lori Burkhead, 
ext. 1-6100 or lburkhead@mcg.edu

Gas pump hours
Hours for the above-ground fuel 

station in the Physical Plant Building 
parking lot have changed to Tuesday and 
Thursday from 8-9 a.m. due to manpower 
reductions. Usage will be tracked and 
further adjustments made if appropriate.

Weight Watchers
Weight Watchers @ Work will begin 

a new 17-week series Tuesday, May 12 
at noon in the  Terrace Dining Magnolia 
Room. The cost is $186, including 19 
weeks of e-Tools. The deadline is Friday, 
May 8.  

 Contact: Linda Henderson, 
lhenderson@mcg.edu or Amanda Wright, 
amwright@mcg.edu

Commencement regalia
MCG commencement will be Friday, 

May 8 at the James Brown Arena at 
2 p.m. Visit www.mcg.edu/students/
affairs/graduation/index.html to provide 
participation information and order 
regalia.

Details: Campus Life Services, ext. 
1-3356

See Briefs, page 16
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by Paula Hinely

Dental amalgam has been 
proven safe and effective for years, 
yet unfounded controversy still 
surrounds it, an MCG researcher 
says.

Dentists have used amalgam, 
an alloy of mercury with at least 
one other metal, in fillings for 
over 200 years. Amalgam fillings 
don’t contain enough mercury to 
cause potential health problems 
associated with larger doses, says 
Dr. Rod Mackert, professor of dental 
materials in the School of Dentistry 
Department of Oral Rehabilitation.

“The dose makes the poison,” 
he says, quoting 16th century Swiss 
physician Paracelsus. A person 
would need at least 265 to 310 
amalgam fillings to experience even 
slight symptoms of mercury toxicity. 
A person with seven fillings, which 
is average, absorbs only about one 
microgram of mercury daily. About 
six micrograms are absorbed daily 
from food, water and air, according 
to the Environmental Protection 
Agency.

To create a dental filling, liquid 
mercury dissolves and reacts with 
a powder of silver, tin and copper, 
forming a compound that contains 
no free mercury. “Anti-amalgam 
activists say mercury is soaked 
into metal powder, like water into 
a sponge, and can come back out 
of the fillings, but that’s not at all 
true,” Dr. Mackert says. In fact, the 
evaporation rate of mercury from 
amalgam is a million times lower 
than from pure mercury.

Anti-amalgam activists also 
claim dental mercury pollutes the 
environment. However, dental 
mercury accounts for less than a 
quarter of a percent of mercury re-
entering the environment.

Dr. Mackert presented an 
overview of amalgam, its 
controversy and its alternatives April 
2 at the 87th General Session of the 
International Association for Dental 
Research in Miami.

The amalgam controversy 
began in the 1970s after a couple 
of mercury-related health scares. 
In Japan, the release of methyl 
mercury into industrial wastewater 
caused a mercury buildup in fish, 
leading to severe mercury poisoning 
and Minamata disease. Also, a grain 
covered in mercury fungicide was 
baked into bread and consumed in 
Iraq, killing hundreds. “Mercury 
poisoning was on people’s minds 

and in the press,” Dr. Mackert says.
Urban legends abounded, 

including erroneous reports linking 
vapors from amalgam fillings to 
kidney damage and degenerative 
diseases such as Alzheimer’s 
disease, multiple sclerosis and 
Parkinson’s disease. The only 
documented health effects of 
amalgam fillings are rare allergic 
reactions, Dr. Mackert says, but 
the controversy led many people 
to have their fillings removed in 
the misguided hope of curing 
neurological diseases. 

That controversy continues today. 
“It’s mystifying that people persist 
in saying there is cause for concern 
with amalgam fillings when there’s 
no evidence that they cause adverse 
health effects,” Dr. Mackert says. 

He also disputes claims that 
ulterior motives have influenced 
the American Dental Association 
position attesting to the safety and 
effectiveness of amalgam fillings. 
Anti-amalgam activists link the 
position to patent interests, but the 
association had only two amalgam 
patents, now expired, and neither 
was licensed, according to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office. Most 
of the association’s 78 patents are 
for white filling materials, including 
composite resin, an alternative to 
amalgam.

But composite fillings have 
their own problems. They cost 
more than amalgam and often 
are not covered by insurance. 
Numerous studies have shown 

that amalgam significantly outlasts 
composite, while composite causes 
more secondary cavities and may 
contribute to plaque formation, Dr. 
Mackert says.

“The bottom line is people don’t 
need to be concerned with adverse 
health effects from any type of 
fillings – amalgam or composites,” 
Dr. Mackert says. Since beginning 
his studies of amalgam in the 
early 1980s, his position has never 
changed. In fact, he has amalgam 
fillings himself.

Amalgam fillings safe, but 
skeptics keep controversy alive

Dr. Rod Mackert
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on 15th Street 
across from the MCG Annex
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Sweet Meal Deal
2 Medium 1-Topping 
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Order of Hershey’s® 
Chocolate Dunkers

$1999
Valid on Pan, Thin ‘N’ Crispy® and Hand-Tossed Style Pizza. 

Offer Expires 5/31/09.
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Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  

by Amy Connell

Nurses who want to advance 
their leadership and clinical roles 
can earn an MCG Doctor of Nursing 
Practice degree at Macon State 
College. 

The University System of Georgia 
Board of Regents recently approved 
the doctoral-level degree option as 
an external program at Macon State. 
The program will enroll its inaugural 
class of four students this summer.

“The program is an excellent 
opportunity for nurses who want 
a terminal or doctoral degree in 
nursing with a clinical practice focus 
as opposed to the research focus 

that a Ph.D. in nursing provides,” 
says Dr. Marguerite Murphy, director 
of MCG’s Doctor of Nursing Practice 
program. “DNP-prepared nurses can 
be instrumental in improving health 
care outcomes in our ever-changing, 
complex health care environment.” 

The doctorate of nursing practice 
focuses on clinical and management 
expertise necessary to improve 
outcomes in health care practice, 
leadership and education. The 
program also will help alleviate 
the national nursing shortage by 
producing more qualified nursing 
professors, allowing nursing schools 
to enroll more students.

The curriculum includes 40 

graduate semester hours over 
four semesters, covering trends 
in effective care, methods of care 
delivery and concepts in evidence-
based care.

Requirements for the program 
include a master’s degree in nursing 
or associated program of study 
related to a specialty area such as 
public health, a graduate school 
admissions test, current professional 
nurse licensure and appropriate 
specialty certification.

For more information, visit www.
mcg.edu/son/index.htm or call 
Karen Sturgill, program coordinator, 
at ext. 1-3676.

STAFF
School of Dentistry
 Daviea Nicole Gibbons

Georgia Correctional 
HealthCare
 Judy Lynn Brewster
 Rebecca Swartley Doyle
 Michael Dewayne Farmer
 Lisa Thomas Gilson
 Fruot F. Lenzer
 Joycelyn Yvonne Niles
 Robyne Sonya Taylor
 Joseph A. Towe

Georgia War Veterans 
Nursing Home
 Angela Marie Bray
 Ashley Nicole Johns
 Venitra Sherrell Parks

Public Safety 
Administration
 Catherine Leona Perkins

FAREWELL…
with thanks, to these retirees for 
their years of service:

 Sheila Scott Phillips, a 
licensed practical nurse with the 
Georgia War Veterans Nursing 
Home, 30 years

Nursing doctorate offered 
at Macon State College

@ www.iris.mcg.edu

factsMCG STUDENTS

69%
FEMALE

31%
MALE

Homecoming April 23-26
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Piano Sale

Turner’s Keyboards
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Taking 
a swab
First-year medical student 
Julie Jacobs (right) makes a 
donation during the eighth 
annual marrow and stem 
cell donor drive March 31 
as Alyssa Wier (left) and 
Diane Isaacson look on. 
Registration was free during 
the drive, which yielded 
117 donations. For more 
information about donation, 
visit www.dkmsamericas.org.
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The 2009 Team MCG giving 
campaign is drawing to a 
conclusion. 

“We’re wrapping up loose ends 
and counting donations now,” 
said Debby Kalliokoski, director 
of the annual fund. Participation 
is expected to be higher than last 

year, due in part to the almost 
doubled number of presentations 
given across campus explaining 
the campaign. 

Totals will be announced 
during a barbecue for team 
captains May 1 at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Alumni Center.

Team MCG wraps up

5

GIRLS • Infant-Pre-teen
BOYS • Infant-7

BR130634•041209 BR130640•041209
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Paul HenryPreview at: HenryBrothersAuction.com

AUCTION!   AUCTION!   AUCTION!
• Period American & European Furniture
• 40 handmade Persian Rugs  & more!

• Lot of 50 Hummels • Fine China

Saturday, April 18th 6:00 pm
3120 Washington Rd., Augusta

706-854-0600

R130383•BP041509

To Advertise
Call Joe Harty
803.279.2793
jharty@aikenstandard.com
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by Toni Baker

The MCG Department of 
Psychiatry and Health Behavior 
presented schizophrenia advances 
at a recent international meeting on 
the topic.

“We are privileged to be making 
significant contributions to better 
understanding and treating such 
a devastating disease,” said Dr. 
Peter Buckley, department chair 
and associate dean for leadership 
development in the School of 
Medicine. 

“We are excited about the 
substantial strides the department is 
making in all aspects of psychiatry,” 
added Dr. Brian Kirkpatrick, 
department vice chair. 

Dr. Buckley is an advisory board 
member for the International 
Congress on Schizophrenia 
Research, where MCG faculty and 
staff made 15 presentations March 
28-April 2 on research findings 
including a potential cause, related 
central nervous system problems 
and benefits of a program in which 
patients help educate psychiatry and 
psychology residents. 

MCG’s Brian Miller and 
Anilkumar Pillai were among 30 
Young Investigator Travel Award 
Recipients honored at the meeting. 
The program, supported by the 
National Institutes of Health, is 
designed to stimulate research 
careers in schizophrenia. 

“The awards are highly 
competitive and recognize the 
potential to be leaders in their field,” 
said Dr. Buckley, a former award 
recipient.

The research of Dr. Miller, 
a psychotic-disorders fellow, 
demonstrates advanced paternal age 
as a risk factor for schizophrenia 
and mortality in offspring. Advanced 
maternal age actually decreases the 
risk. Dr. Miller will become chief 
resident in psychiatry at MCG in 

July. He is working on a doctoral 
thesis in psychiatric epidemiology 
in collaboration with Finland’s 
University of Oulu.

Dr. Pillai, a neuroscientist, studies 
cell-nourishing tropic factors. He is 
collaborating with Dr. Buckley to see 
if levels of one such factor predict 
relapse in schizophrenia. He joined 
the MCG faculty in 2006. 

Also at the meeting, the MCG 
Department of Psychiatry and 
Health Behavior hosted:

• A presentation of the first 
Public Advocacy Leadership Award 

given to a physician scientist in 
recognition of efforts to improve 
care and service for patients and 
families. 

• A symposium for patients, 
families and other advocates 
regarding the latest findings in 
schizophrenia.

• An editorial board breakfast 
for Clinical Schizophrenia & Related 
Psychoses. Dr. Buckley is the 
journal’s editor-in-chief and Dr. 
Kirkpatrick is associate editor.

Schizophrenia advances presented 
at international meeting

Drs. Brian Miller (from left), Anilkumar Pillai and Peter Buckley
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Recipe Contest
Winner

receives a FREE LUNCH FOR FOUR 
delivered to her office by Choice Catering.

Tracie Hughes

Spinach Salmon Bundles

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! 
Submit your recipe to the Beeper! 

beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

Lunch for 4 
provided by

R130579•BP041509

2 tubes (8 ounces each) refrigerated crescent rolls
4 salmon fillets (6 ounces each)

1⁄4 teaspoon salt
1⁄4 teaspoon pepper

1/3 cup garlic-herb cheese spread 
1 package (10 ounces) frozen chopped spinach, thawed and squeezed dry

Unroll crescent dough and separate into four rectangles; seal perforations. 
Place a salmon fillet in the center of each rectangle; sprinkle with salt and pepper. 

Spoon cheese spread over each; top with spinach. Fold dough over filling and 
pinch edges to seal. Place on an ungreased baking sheet. 

Bake at 400°F for 20-25 minutes or until golden brown. Serve immediately.

Ingredients

Directions

choicecatering.com • 706.364.4492

A fast and easy way to showcase salmon fillets, special enough to serve company!
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LaMaison
on Telfair

Grand Opening April 2009
Pre-Leasing • $795 per month

803-341-9131 • 1251 West Ave
Office • Apt A-2 / RoyalPalms1251@yahoo.com
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by Amy Connell

The fate of an internist, 
pediatrician and surgeon is in the 
hands of medical students. All three 
are aboard a sinking ship, and their 
only escape is a one-person raft. 
Who should be saved?

Sophomore and junior students 
in the School of Medicine will try to 
be swayed during this hypothetical 
debate by representatives from the 
Departments of Medicine, Pediatrics 
and Surgery at the seventh annual 
Raft Debate Friday, April 17 at 6 
p.m. in the Wellness Center. 

Hosted by the Alumni Association 
of the School of Medicine, 
representatives will debate which 
specialty is most important and 
would help the most people if saved.

“The debate is entertaining and 
educational and allows us to learn 

about the different specialties,” 
says second-year medical student 
Kate Caldwell, who is coordinating 
the event with sophomore Disha 
Chhabra. 

MCG physicians aboard the 
ship include Dr. William Salazar, 
professor of medicine, Dr. Tony 
Pearson-Shaver, chief of the Section 
of Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, 
and Dr. Todd Merchen, assistant 
professor of surgery. Dr. Geoffrey H. 
Young, School of Medicine associate 
dean for admissions, will moderate 
the debate with Dr. Mary Hughes, 
associate professor of neurology, as 
the devil’s advocate.

MCG President Daniel W. Rahn 
and School of Medicine Dean D. 
Douglas Miller will make opening 
remarks. A low-country boil will 
follow at 7:30 p.m. 

The program was initiated in 

2003 by Dr. Paul Dainer, associate 
professor of medicine, and Dr. 
Elizabeth Holt, Class of 2005. Dr. 
Dainer had seen a similar format 
pitting a social scientist, natural 
scientist and humanities professor 
while earning his undergraduate 
degree at the College of William 
& Mary. After arriving at MCG, he 
wanted medical students to enjoy a 
similar experience.

“The Raft Debate is an excellent 
way to increase awareness of the 
wonderful support the alumni have 
provided MCG, as well as to show 
a humorous look at how faculty 
recruit students to their programs 
and students select their career 
paths,”Dr. Dainer says. 

For more information or for 
reservations, contact Cheryl Lovett 
in the Alumni Affairs office at ext. 
1-3430 or clovett@mcg.edu.

Raft Debate entertains 
and educates April 17 The Employee Advisory Council is your voice and we need to hear 

from you! 
We know you have ideas to improve employee campus life. 
The EAC is your way to share ideas, suggestions and concerns with 

MCG administration. Use this form, e-mail your representative or 
send a comment to www.mcg.edu/EAC/. 
 
My idea, suggestion or concern is: 
 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Intercampus mail to HS 1138, Attn: EAC
 

Once per quarter, we’ll randomly select a submission and reward the 
winner with a gift certificate to Mocha Mahn.

EAC Suggestion Box

7
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The 2009 University of Georgia/
Medical College of Georgia Student 
Scientific & Medical Illustration 
Exhibition is on display at the 
Robert B. Greenblatt, M.D. Library 
through May 31, featuring more than 
50 pieces of scientific and medical 
illustration created by students 
in the UGA bachelor’s program 
in scientific illustration and the 
MCG master’s program in medical 
illustration. The show premiered 
in March at the UGA Lamar Dodd 
School of Art.

During a March 25 awards 
ceremony, four MCG students 
received honors. Nathaniel Klein 
(’09) received the William J. 
Stenstrom Award of Excellence 
for “Macrophage: Life Cycle and 
Function,” a didactic histology 
poster for medical students about 
the embryology, maturation and 
function of macrophages. Jedidiah 
Campbell (’10) received an award of 
merit for “Destruction of Myelin,” 

an infographic for an educated 
lay audience. Marco Marchionni 
(’09) received an award of merit 
for “Systemic and Pulmonary 
Circulation and Gas Exchange,” 
an informational illustration for a 
patient education brochure. Mark 
Mangum (’09) received an award 
of merit for “Laparoscopic Assisted 
Vaginal Hysterectomy,” a series of 
surgical illustrations used in resident 
education. 

Scientific artwork explains 
the natural world, while medical 
artwork documents medical science 
and the inner-workings of the 
human body.

The annual event is co-curated 
by Gene Wright, director of the 
UGA scientific illustration program 
and Bill Andrews, director, David 
J. Mascaro Teaching Gallery, MCG 
Department of Medical Illustration.

For more information, contact 
Bill Andrews at ext. 1-3266 or 
bandrews@mcg.edu.

Student illustration 
exhibit garners 
MCG awards

Nathaniel Klein’s award-winning poster

Spelman students visit

Students and health career program administrators from Spelman College in Atlanta visited MCG 
March 31.  Above, Dr. Lori Schumacher shows students a mannequin in the Interdisciplinary 
Simulation Center. The School of Nursing partners with Spelman in the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation New Careers in Nursing Scholarship Program that recruits students for the Clinical 
Nurse Leader Program. The visit included a campus tour and presentations on nursing programs.
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$8 billion, reflects initial spending 
by institutions, while re-spending 
accounted for the remaining $4.1 
billion. 

Selig Center researchers found 
that, on average, for every dollar of 
initial spending in a community by 
a university system institution, an 
additional 51 cents was generated 
for the local economy.

The study also determined that 
Georgia’s public higher education 
system generates 108,405 full- and 
part-time jobs – 2.6 percent of all 
the jobs in the state. Thirty-nine 
percent of these positions are on-
campus jobs, and 61 percent are 
positions in the private or public 
sectors that exist because of the 
university system institution.

For the Selig Center’s complete 
report, visit www.icapp.org/pubs/
usg_impact_fy2008.pdf.

Ga., earned a bachelor’s degree 
in chemistry and zoology from 
the University of Georgia. In 1943 
she enrolled in the MCG School of 
Medicine, one of four females in a 
class of 78. Her medical education 
was interrupted by a battle with 
tuberculosis but she persevered and 
graduated in 1950. After completing 
a cardiopulmonary physiology 
fellowship, she joined the MCG 
faculty in 1951.

She is a past president of the 
Georgia Thoracic Society, the 
American Lung Association of 
Georgia and the Georgia affiliate of 
the American Heart Association. 
She has served as president of the 
American Lung Association and in 
1998 was awarded its highest honor, 
the Will Ross Medal. She is a charter 
member of the Board of Directors 
of the MCG Research Institute and 
has served as vice president and 
treasurer. Dr. Ellison is a former 
member of the Board of Directors of 
the MCG School of Medicine Alumni 
Association, serving as its first 
female president. She is a member 
of Alpha Omega Alpha Medical 
Honor Society, Omicron Kappa 
Upsilon Dental Honor Society and 
Sigma Xi.

Dr. Ellison...from page 1

impact...from page 1

facts

@ www.iris.mcg.edu

69%
OF STUDENTS ARE FEMALE

MCG

9
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The MCG campus is a study 
in young and old, traditional and 
cutting-edge, timeless and current. 
State-of-the-art new facilities are 
interspersed with hundred-year-old 
buildings, just as saplings share the 
landscape with mighty, time-tested 
oak and magnolia trees.

MCG’s 181-year-old roots have 
formed a solid foundation on 
which to build a wellspring of 
achievement. Alumni, faculty and 
students are invited to celebrate 
past, present and future during 
Homecoming 2009 April 23-26. 
Check out this list of activities 
and make plans today to attend. 
Registration is required; visit www.
mcg.edu/Alumni/homecoming 
or call 800-869-1113 for more 
information.

Events for All Alumni, Faculty 
and Students

Thursday, April 23
• On-site registration, Marriott 

Hotel and Suites, second floor, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.

Friday, April 24
• On-site registration, Marriott 

Hotel and Suites, second floor, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m.

• Hospitality Suite, Marriott Hotel 
and Suites, Terrace Room, 3-5 p.m.

Saturday, April 25
• On-site registration, Marriott 

Hotel and Suites, second floor, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m.

• President’s Cookout, President’s 
Home, noon-2 p.m. Join Dr. and 
Mrs. Daniel W. Rahn for an old-
fashioned backyard cookout. Bring 
the whole family! Enjoy great food 
and tour the wonderful gardens at 
the President’s Home. Dress: dressy 
casual.

• Hospitality Suite, Marriott Hotel 
and Suites, Terrace Room, 3-5 p.m.

• Homecoming Dance, Marriott 
Hotel and Suites, Oglethorpe 
Ballroom, 9:30 p.m.-until, featuring 
The Tony Howard Band and Show. 
Consummate entertainer Tony 
Howard, one of the area’s best 
entertainers, will perform jazz, rock, 
beach music and oldies. Dress: 
semi-formal.

School of Allied Health Sciences
Thursday, April 23
• Respiratory Therapy Continuing 

Education Program, Health Sciences 
Building, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Topic: 
“Clinical Preceptor Training.” Course 
speakers: MCG respiratory therapy 
faculty. Continuing education credit 
is available. For cost, registration 
and information, contact Kitty 
Hernlen at 706-721-3554 or 
khernlen@mcg.edu.

• Respiratory Therapy Vendor 
Fair, Health Sciences Building, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Industry representatives 
will demonstrate their newest 
respiratory products in our labs.  For 

registration and information, call 
706-721-3554.

Respiratory Therapy Reception, 7 
p.m. Join us to informally mix and 
mingle as we celebrate more than 
30 years of respiratory therapy at 
MCG. Heavy hors d’oeuvres with a 
cash bar. For registration, location 
and more information, contact 
Susan Whiddon at 706-721-3554 or 
swiddon@mcg.edu. 

Friday, April 24
• Dental Hygiene Alumni Day, 

MCG Alumni Center, 7:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Judy Zach Bendit, a registered 
dental hygienist with Premier 
Dental, will present “Enamel 
Therapy: The Next Generation 
of Care” and “Professional and 
Predictable Take-Home Tooth 
Whitening” for a total of four 
hours of continuing education. For 
cost, registration and information, 
contact the Division of Continuing 
Education at 706-721-3967.

• Third Annual Art Hardy 
Memorial Golf Tournament, Forest 
Hills Golf Course, 12:30 p.m., 
shotgun start. Join Department of 
Respiratory Therapy faculty, staff 
and students for a day of golf and 
fun. All proceeds benefit respiratory 
therapy education and scholarship 
funds. Registration fee includes 
lunch. For cost, registration and 
information, contact Art Taft at 
706-721-3554 or ataft@mcg.edu.

• Physician Assistant CME 
Primary Care Update, Health 
Sciences Building, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Continuing education credits are 
available. The registration cost 
includes lunch. For registration, 
cost and information, contact 
Wendy Paschal at 706-721-3246 or 
wpaschal@mcg.edu.

• Clinical Laboratory Science /
Medical Technology Continuing 
Education Class, Health Sciences 
Building, 1-2:30 p.m. PACE credit 
available. For registration and 
information, contact Jan Bane at 
706-721-3046 or janb@mcg.edu.   

• Health Informatics Luncheon 
and Student Research Poster 
Presentations, Jennings Building, 
first floor, noon-2 p.m. Students, 
faculty, staff and alumni are invited. 
For registration and information, 
contact Nakia Walden at 
706-721-3436 or nwalden@mcg.edu.

• Biomedical and Radiological 
Technologies Reception, Dinner and 
Awards Program, Savannah Rapids 
Pavilion, Loblolly room, 6:30 p.m. 
reception and 7 p.m. dinner and 
awards program. All BRT alumni 
are invited. Distinguished Alumni 
of all programs will be recognized 
and the following anniversaries will 
be celebrated: Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences Program – 50th, Nuclear 
Medicine Program – 40th and 
Diagnostic Medical Sonography 
Program – 25th. For registration, 

cost and more information, contact 
Jan Bane at 706-721-3046 or janb@
mcg.edu.  

• Medical Illustration Get-
Together, Sheehan’s Irish Pub, 
6:30-9:30 p.m. This Dutch-treat 
celebration will honor the 60th 
anniversary of the Department of 
Medical Illustration. Dress: casual. 
For registration and information, 
contact Grace Miller at 706-721-1011 
or grmiller@mcg.edu.

• Physical Therapy Classes of 
1979 and 1989 Reunion, Cotton 
Patch, 6:30 p.m. Dutch-treat dinner. 
Join us to reminisce and catch up. 
For registration and information, 
contact Sandra Eskew Capps at 
706-210-3589 or scapps@mcg.edu.

 Saturday, April 25
• Orville Parkes Continuing 

Education Program, Health Sciences 
Building, 8:45 a.m. continental 
breakfast, 9-11 a.m. CE Program 
presented by Allison Wright 
(’90) and Craig Foster (’92). For 
registration, cost and information, 
contact Grace Miller at 706-721-1011 
or grmiller@mcg.edu.

• 2009 Orville Parkes MCG 
Alumni Art Exhibit Pre-Reception, 
Marriott Hotel and Suites, 5-6 p.m.  
For registration and information, 
contact Grace Miller at 706-721-1011 
or grmiller@mcg.edu. 
2009 Orville Parkes MCG Alumni Art 
Exhibit, Marriott Hotel and Suites, 
second floor. 

• School of Allied Health 
Sciences Reception, Banquet and 
Distinguished Alumnus

Presentation, Marriott Hotel and 
Suites, 6 p.m. reception, 6:30 p.m. 
banquet.  Honorees will include 2009 
Distinguished Alumna Donna S. 
Wittaker (Medical  Technology, 
’83), scholarship recipients and 
new Alumni Association lifetime  
members. Ron Courson (Physical 
Therapy, ’89) will be the guest 
speaker. Cost: $50. Dress: semi-
formal

• Physical Therapy: A Balanced 
Breakfast, Health Sciences Building, 
first floor, 8-9 a.m. Physical Therapy 
alumni, students and faculty 
invited. For registration, cost and 
information, contact Sandra Eskew 
Capps at 706-210-3589 or scapps@
mcg.edu.

• Physical Therapy CE Program, 
Health Sciences Building, 9-11 
a.m.  Ron Courson (‘89) will 
discuss “PT Management of 
Fracture.” Registration fee includes 
breakfast. For registration, cost and 
information, contact Eric Robertson 
at 706-721-2141 or erobertson@mcg.
edu.

School of Dentistry
Friday, April 24
• 31st Annual Marvin Goldstein 

Lectureship and Luncheon, Marriott 
Hotel and Suites, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

lecture, noon lunch. Dr. Cherilyn 
G. Sheets will discuss “Replicating 
Nature with Advanced Esthetics 
Treatment Options.” Honorees will 
include Distinguished Alumnus 
Edward J. Green (’83) and new 
Alumni Association lifetime 
members, who will be formally 
recognized at the School of Dentistry 
Banquet. Dress: business casual. For 
cost, registration and information, 
contact the Division of Continuing 
Education at 706-721-3967.

• School of Dentistry Alumni 
Association Reception, Marriott 
Hotel and Suites, 3-5 p.m. 
Enjoy light hors d’oeuvres and 
conversation in a relaxed setting 
with alumni, faculty and friends. 
Sponsored by the School of 
Dentistry Alumni Association. Dress: 
business casual.

Saturday, April 25
• Saturday CE with Faculty, 

School of Dentistry Room 1020, 9 
a.m. continental breakfast, 9:30-11 
a.m. program. Dr. Roy Rockman, 
director of MCG’s Pediatric Dentistry 
Graduate Program, will discuss 
“Why Are We Striking Out? A New 
Approach to Preventive Dentistry 
in Children” and Dr. Sajitha 
Kalathingal will discuss “Cone Beam 
CT: Three-Dimensional Imaging for 
Diagnosis and Treatment-Planning.” 
Free for alumni association 
members, $50 for others. Dress: 
business casual. Pre-registration 
required.

• Patriot’s Boat Tour, the dock 
behind the Marriott Hotel and 
Suites, 2-3:30 p.m., sponsored by 
the School of Dentistry Alumni 
Association. Seating is limited to 
60 School of Dentistry alumni, 
faculty and friends. Cost: $15. Dress: 
casual.

• School of Dentistry Banquet 
and Class Reunions, Marriott Hotel 
and Suites, 6 p.m. The classes 
of 1974, 1984, 1989, 1994 and 
1999 will be honored. All alumni, 
faculty, friends and reunion classes 
invited. Honorees include 2009 
Distinguished Alumnus Edward 
J. Green (’83), and new Alumni 
Association lifetime members. Cost: 
$60. Dress: semi-formal. 

School of Graduate Studies
Friday, April 24
• School of Graduate Studies 

Alumni Association Banquet and 
Distinguished Alumnus Award 
Presentation, MCG Alumni Center, 
6:30 p.m. Dean Gretchen Caughman 
will provide an update and 2009 
Distinguished Alumnus Charisee 
Lamar (’98) will give an after-dinner 
presentation. Cost: $30.  Dress: 
business attire.

School of Medicine
Friday, April 24
• School of Medicine Dean’s 

Reception, Marriott Hotel and 
Suites, 5:30 p.m. Enjoy heavy hors 
d’oeuvres, spirits and conversation 
in a relaxed setting with alumni and 
friends. Dress: semi-formal.

• School of Medicine Alumni 
Association Banquet, Marriott Hotel 
and Suites, 6:30 p.m. Honorees will 
include Talmadge A. “Joe” Bowden 
Jr. (’66), Distinguished Alumnus 
for Loyalty, and Lamar L. Fleming 
(’65), Distinguished Alumnus for 
Professional Achievement. The 2009 
Alumni Association president will 
be installed and the classes of 1949, 
1954, 1959, 1964 and 1969 will be 
recognized. Cost: $65. Dress: semi-
formal.  

• Other reunion classes are 1974, 
1979, 1984, 1989, 1994 and 1999. A 
table can be reserved for your class.

Saturday, April 25
• School of Medicine Alumni 

Association Board Meeting, MCG 
Alumni Center, 9:30 a.m.

• School of Medicine Reunions 
Classes of 1949, 1954, 1959, 1964, 
1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, 
1999, Marriott Hotel and Suites, 6 
p.m. reception, 7 p.m. dinner. Cost: 
$80. Dress: semi-formal.  

Sunday, April 26
• School of Medicine Alumni 

Association Memorial Service, 
MCG Alumni Center, 10:30 a.m. 
Friends and classmates who passed 
away during the past year will be 
honored. Dress: business attire.

• School of Medicine Alumni 
Association Emeritus Club 
Luncheon, MCG Alumni Center, 
11:30 a.m. School of Medicine 
alumni who graduated 40-plus years 
ago will be honored and the Class 
of 1968 will be inducted. Cost: $40. 
Dress: business attire.

School of Nursing
Saturday, April 25
• School of Nursing Dean’s 

Brunch, Health Sciences Building, 
9:30 a.m. Activities will include 
poster presentations, faculty-
guided tours and an update on the 
School of Nursing from Dean Lucy 
Marion. Classes of 1959, 1964, 1969, 
1974 and 1979 will be honored, 
and the 15th anniversary of the 
Nurse Practitioner Program will be 
celebrated. Dress: business casual.

• School of Nursing Alumni 
Association Banquet and 
Distinguished Alumnus Award 
Presentation, Marriott Hotel 
and Suites, 6 p.m. reception, 7 
p.m. dinner. Honorees include 
Distinguished Alumni, Alumni 
Association scholarship recipients, 
new Alumni Association lifetime 
members and the reunion classes 
of 1959, 1964, 1969, 1974 and 
1979.  The 15th anniversary of the 
Nurse Practitioner Program will be 
celebrated. Cost: $50. Dress: semi-
formal.

Homecoming 2009
 Tending our roots, spreading our branches
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The ultimate gift

Tears glistened and hands were tightly held as MCG students expressed their thanks and appreciation to family members at the annual ceremony honoring body 
donors March 27. The program included a tribute (left) to Grandison Harris Sr., a slave-turned-employee known as the “resurrection man” for his job of procuring 
cadavers for the medical school in the 1800s. Maj. DeWitt Dent (below) of the Augusta Highlanders concluded the ceremony.
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Anniversaries celebrated
Three programs in the School of 

Allied Health Sciences Biomedical 
and Radiological Technologies 
Department will celebrate 
anniversaries this homecoming: 
Clinical Laboratory Science 
(formerly Medical Technology), 50 
years; Nuclear Medicine Technology, 
40 years; and Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography, 25 years.

A wine and cheese reception 
followed by dinner will be held 
Friday, April 24 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Savannah Rapids Pavilion. The 
Distinguished Alumni of the three 
programs, Donna Whittaker, Patrick 
Batoon and Sharon S. Willis, will be 
honored. Alumni, students, current 
and retired faculty and clinical 
instructors are invited. Music 
from 25, 40 and 50 years ago will 
be featured. Call 706-721-4176 to 
register.

Col. Whittaker (medical 
technology class of ’83), will also 
receive the 2009 School of Allied 
Health Sciences Distinguished 
Alumna Award Saturday, April 25 
during the School of Allied Health 

Sciences Homecoming Banquet. 
Col. Whittaker is director of the 
Office of Innovation, Initiatives 
and Improvement and dean of 
the Army Medical Department 
Academy of Health Sciences at Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas. She will hold 
a question-and-answer session 
Friday, April 24 from 10-11 a.m. in 
room 2230 of the Health Sciences 
Building. All Allied Health Sciences 
students are invited.

Col. Whittaker will also discuss 
“Lean Six Sigma: Creating an 
Innovative Culture of Continuous, 
Measurable Improvement” April 23 
from 1-2 p.m. in room 1204.

National Medical Laboratory 
Professionals Week, April 19-25, 
coincides with Homecoming 
celebrations. Clinical Laboratory 
Science students’ case studies will 
be displayed in the Health Sciences 
Building lobby.

As alumni descend on campus 
for Homecoming this year, they will 
find a campus that has changed 
a great deal in the last five years. 
Some highlights:

• A 183,000-square-foot Health 
Sciences Building 

• A 94,000-square-foot Phase 
II addition to the Interdisciplinary 
Research Building

• A 167,000-square-foot Cancer 
Research Center 

• Major renovation of the Sanders 
Research and Education Building 
including areas for cardiovascular 
research, biochemistry/molecular 
biology, cellular biology/anatomy, 
pharmacology/toxicology and 

molecular medicine/genetics
• Renovation of Pavilion III’s third 

floor for a Standardized Patient Care 
area for students

• Data Center expansion in the 
Annex 

• Renovation of the third floor of 
the Hamilton Wing

• Renovation of the Auditoria 
Center

Some projects are ongoing, says 
campus architect Jon Bangs. Still to 
come is a new School of Dentistry 
building with groundbreaking 
scheduled for later this year and a 
medical commons, both located on 
the former Gilbert Manor housing 
project site.

A look at MCG’s 
recent growthSend news of accomplishments 

to Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at 
swalls@mcg.edu.

Dr. Sethi
named adviser 

Dr. Kapil Sethi, neurologist and 
director of the 
Movement 
Disorders 
Program, has 
been named 
an expert 
adviser for 
the neurology 
editorial board 
of Medscape.

Medscape, 
part of the 

WebMD Health Professional 
Network, is a Web-based platform 
where health professionals can view 
and post medical information and 
share educational tools. It includes 

review articles, journal commentary, 
expert columns, patient education 
articles, book reviews and 
opportunities for continuing 
education.

Dr. Sethi, a recognized expert 
on Parkinson’s disease, chairs the 
Movement Disorders Society’s 
Industrial Relations Committee. 
He also serves as a treasurer of the 
American Academy of Neurology 
Foundation. He is vice president and 
a founding member of the Tremor 
Research Group and a member 
of the Medical Advisory Board of 
the International Essential Tremor 
Foundation. He is project director 
for the Parkinson Research Alliance 
of India, which works to bring 
clinical trials for the disease to that 
country.

He is a section editor for Current 
Neurology and Neurosciences 
Reports.

Newsmakers

It’s Your Call. Compliance Hotline
1-800-576-6623

Obituaries
The MCG community extends 

condolences to the friends and 
family of:

Charlie Manley, 73, a retired 
obstetrics licensed practical nurse, 
who died Feb. 25. She was with 
MCG from 1978-97. 

Frank Gearhart, 79, a retired 
assistant director of health 
communications, who died March 
3. He was with MCG from 1970-95. 

Mathilda Townsend, 79, a 
retired nurse assistant, who died 
March 16. She worked for MCG 
from 1976-94.  

Danielle Atha, 35, a licensed 
practical nurse with Georgia 
Correctional HealthCare at Lee 
Arrendale State Prison, who died 
March 28. She joined MCG in 2008.

For more facts, see www.iris.mcg.edu

DENTAL RESIDENTS

39
ARE IN TRAINING 
FOR 2008-09

MEDICAL RESIDENTS

431
ARE IN TRAINING 
FOR 2008-09
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The MCG Faculty and Spouse 
Club recently awarded $2,000 
scholarships to students in each of 
the University’s five schools.

Chosen based on academic 
promise, financial need and 
commitment to help others, the 
recipients are: 

• Tamesha Pittman, School of 
Allied Health Sciences

• Jason Minton, School of 
Dentistry

• Tiffany Nguyen, School of 
Graduate Studies

• Philip Murray, School of 
Medicine

• Elizabeth Hansford, School of 
Nursing. 

The club raises scholarship 
funds through fundraising events, 
donation campaigns and memorial 
gifts. Since 1980, $108,825 in 
scholarships has been awarded.

Faculty and Spouse Club 
awards scholarships

Periodic reports of crime-related 
news on campus are posted in 
compliance with federal, state and 
local laws to maximize campus 
safety and awareness. To report 
crimes, suspicious activity or 
information regarding reported 
incident(s), call the MCG Public 
Safety Department at ext. 1-2911 or 
2911 from a cellular phone.

Campus Beat
Off-campus burglary 

On March 29, several food items 
were stolen from an Irvin Towers 
apartment at 1365 Laney Walker 
Blvd. adjacent to the Environmental 
Services building. Anyone with 
information should contact the 
Richmond County Sheriff’s Office at 
706-821-1080.

Entering an 
automobile

On March 31, a stereo was stolen 
from a vehicle parked in MCGHI 
Parking Deck 21 adjacent to the 
MCG Ambulatory Care Center.
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MEDICAL & 
DENTAL RESIDENTS

470
ARE IN TRAINING 
FOR 2008-09

Downtown
12th & Broad St.

706.828.5578

Pizza • Calzones • Hoagies • Salads • 100+ Beers/Full Bar

with any large pizza purchase, with your MCG ID! (sm order)

FREE Appetizer or Dessert PRETZELS
Every WEDNESDAY is MCG Night!
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Evans
4348 Washington Rd.

706.364.6756

Live Music
Wednesdays!
(Evans Location Only)
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Send photos and stories about your pets to Sharron Walls at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette

Phoebe, a 4-year-old rescue dog, was a little over 2 pounds when Dorinda Phillips in 
Facilities Parking brought her home. She’s now a whopping 4 pounds and spoiled rotten 
with an array of over 100 toys. “Due to her past she still is very skittish around new 
people,” says Dorinda. “What a brave little soul she is. With love and compassion, she 
has come a long way. Phoebe now runs the roost with the other dogs in the house that are 
tremendously larger than she. Sometimes big blessings do come in tiny packages.”

14
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Call Suzanne at 706.564.6766

524 Georgia Avenue • Suite 2 • North Augusta, SC

803.279.0999 • RiverviewRealtyShoppe.com

Experience you can trust...
Service you can count on!

Open House Sunday 2-4 The Summit
Great Floor 

Plans Starting 
at $164,900

Cross 13th St. Bridge 
into N Augusta, 

turn left at 2nd Light 
onto Martintown Rd,

right at 2nd Light 
onto North Hills Dr, 

right at Stop sign onto 
Fieldcrest Dr.

R129451•BP041509
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by Amy Connell

She may not have understood the 
health benefits of having her teeth 
cleaned at the time, but Shannon 
Walker’s first trip to the dentist left 
quite an impression.

“I was 8 or 9 years old when 
I started seeing a hygienist, and 
the whole experience completely 
intrigued me,” says the senior 
dental hygiene student in the School 
of Allied Health Sciences. “I was 
so fascinated with what she was 
doing.” 

Shannon’s fascination kept her 
focused growing up, even when 
she suffered a great loss. Her 
father was murdered when she 
was 12, prompting her to leave her 
hometown of Tifton, Ga., and move 
to New York to live with her aunt. 

“From then on, I became an 
adult because I helped take care of 
my younger siblings. But I stayed 
focused on my education and knew 
I still wanted to go to college,” she 
says.

Shannon was the first in her 
family to do so. She worked as 
a registered dental assistant in 
Knoxville, Tenn., for a few years 
before attending Roane State 
Community College in Oakridge, 
Tenn. She then began applying to 
dental hygiene programs. 

“MCG was my first choice 
because of the dental hygiene 
program’s great reputation,” 
Shannon says. The program was 
tough, she says, but she made the 
commitment to herself to do well. 

Do well, she has. Shannon 
recently received a $1,000 Linda 
DeVore Scholarship from the 
American Dental Education 
Association, the national 
organization that represents 

academic dentistry, and Sigma Phi 
Alpha, the national honorary society 
of the dental hygiene profession. 
The scholarship memorializes Ms. 
DeVore and her 30-year career in 
education, scholarship and public 
service. The scholarship honors 
leadership in education or health 
care and academic standing. 

“Shannon competed with 
students from more than 292 
accredited dental hygiene programs 
across the U.S.,” says Dr. Marie A. 
Collins, chair of the Department of 
Dental Hygiene. “We are very proud 
of her.”

“I’m extremely honored. I work 
very hard and put a lot of time and 
effort into my schoolwork,” says 
Shannon, who has maintained a 4.0 
grade point average during the two-
year program.

Shannon is president of the 
Class of 2009, a representative 
of the Student Government 
Association and a volunteer in 
the School of Dentistry’s student 
teaching program. She has received 
scholarships from the Thomas P. 
Hinman Dental Society, Watson-
Brown Foundation, Inc., Ty Cobb 
Educational Foundation and 
Department of Dental Hygiene 
Alumni Association.

After graduating May 8, she will 
apply for Tennessee licensure and 
move back to Knoxville where she’ll 
plan her wedding with fiancé Daniel 
Makin. 

“He’s been my biggest support. 
We got engaged two years ago, but 
decided after school would be a 
good time for a wedding,” Shannon 
says. “It was always important to 
me to finish school before starting a 
family. That time is almost here and 
I’m so excited.”

Dental hygiene student receives national scholarship

Shannon Walker
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TOP 5 COUNTIES 
OF STUDENT ORIGIN, AS OF 2008

1. Richmond County
2. Fulton County
3. Columbia County
4. Gwinnett County
5. Cobb County

For more facts, see

www.iris.mcg.edu

factsMCG
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Raising fun

Ella Kuhlke plays a game of Twister during MCG’s Miracle Marathon event March 27 at the Julian 
Smith Casino. Proceeds benefited the Children’s Medical Center.

briefs...from page 1

Homecoming April 23-26

Relay for Life 
giveaway

An E-Z-GO golf cart valued at 
$4,999 will be given away May 16 to 
benefit the American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life. Tickets are available 
in the Cancer Clinic for $5 or three 
for $10.

Contact: Tracey Slagle, ext.1-3249 
or Amanda Loper, ext. 1-8899  

Driving study
Volunteers are needed for an 

MCG study assessing driving skills 
after a stroke. Testing will last about 
an hour and assess participants’ 
vision, physical level and ability to 
follow instructions before “driving” 
a stationary car. Eligible participants 
are licensed drivers who had a 
stroke in the last three to 12 months 
and healthy licensed adults who 
drive at least 10 miles a week.

For more information: Seth 
Easton at ext. 1-1544 or simlab@
mcg.edu

Cookbook sale
Cookin’ for a Cancer Cure, 

a collection of recipes from 
MCGHealth Cancer Center patients, 
families, staff and friends, is on sale 
at the Cancer Clinic and the gift 
shops for $15 plus tax. Proceeds 
will benefit the American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life May 15-16 
and the center opening next year.

For more information: Tracey 
Slagle, ext. 1-3249 or tslagle@mcg.
edu

Tobacco cessation
The MCG Nursing Faculty 

Practice Group offers free tobacco-
cessation treatment to eligible 
MCG employees and students and 
MCGHealth plan participants. 
Treatment includes medical 
screening to create a personalized 
treatment plan, group counseling 
and up to three months of 
medication therapy.

For details: ext. 1-8224 or 
cayates@mcg.edu

Confidential 
counseling

MCG’s Employee/Faculty 
Assistance Program offers up to six 
confidential counseling sessions 
to employees and their immediate 
family at no charge. The sessions 
may cover any personal or work-
related area of concern and are held 
at 844 Chafee Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Beeper deadlines
For the April 29 edition, deadline 

is April 22 at noon. For the May 13 
edition, deadline is May 6 at noon. 
Send announcements or story ideas 
to beeper@mcg.edu or contact 
Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at ext. 
1-4410, FI-1042 (campus mail) or 
swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted 
to the MyMCG Web portal by 
e-mailing NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu 
and the Campus Events Calendar at 
www.calendar.mcg.edu.
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*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.

423 West Avenue • North Augusta, SC

*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.*Excluding sale items & tickets. Offer expires April 30, 2009.
Save 20% on your entire purchase

R
1
2
8
3
5
1
•
B
P
0
4
0
1
0
9

R
1
2
4
9
1
5
•
B
P
1
1
1
2
0
8

Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE

R110214•BP081607

P olka Dots
PAPERS & PRESENTS

CUSTOM INVITATIONS • FINE STATIONARY • UNIQUE GIFTS

STORE HOURS
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY • 10:00 - 5:30 • SATURDAY • 10:00 - 3:00

CLOSED ON WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY

(803) 341-9479
LOCATED IN THE NEW JACKSON SQUARE BUILDING

IN DOWNTOWN NORTH AUGUSTA, SC
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17 Puzzle

ACROSS
  1. Where medial tibial stress syndrome occurs
  5. Cheilosis sites
  9. Closed saclike structure
10. Jai __
11. In __; thoroughly
12. Dividing membranes
14. Half and half
15. Birth control device, for short
16. Infection causers
19. Tooth centers
21. Of the walls of the thorax
22. Infant’s ailment
24. Choose
27. Mickey Rooney’s first
28. Like the xerostomia patient’s mouth
29. Word with concha or polyps
32. Intestinal blockage
34. Heed one’s alarm clock
35. Thin latex sheets used in surgery
36. Beasts of burden
37. Blind as __

DOWN
  1. Panorama
  2. Proliferation of cells within an organ
  3. Suffix for nutrition or intern
  4. Ultimate degree
  5. South-of-the-border article
  6. Ending for percent or text
  7. Swelling of the optic nerve
  8. Abs-strengthening exercise
11. Pomeranian or pointer
13. Promos
17. 958 years ago
18. 1/3600 hr.
19. Prefix for eclampsia or cancerous
20. Suffix for event or intellect
22. Metal container
23. Reproductive organ
25. Scab
26. Cobb and others
30. Request
31. Lower esophageal sphincter, briefly
32. __ Lupino
33. Culture’s destination

beeper 
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by Amy Connell

Dr. William A. Guest, chief 
medical officer of the Intensive Care 
Unit at Tift Regional Medical Center, 
has been named assistant dean 
of curriculum of the MCG School 
of Medicine’s Southwest Georgia 
Clinical Campus. 

Dr. Guest, a pulmonologist and 
internist, will split his time between 
Tift Regional in Tifton, Ga., where 
he has practiced for nearly 25 years, 
and the School of Medicine campus, 
which is based in Albany.

“It is with great pleasure that I 
welcome Dr. Guest to the Southwest 
Georgia Clinical Campus,” says 
Dr. Iqbal Khan, campus assistant 
dean. “He has been a preceptor 
for our students for many years. 
His expertise and dedication to our 
students’ education will certainly 
benefit the growth of this campus.”

Dr. Guest will work closely with 
Dr. Khan to secure accreditation 
from the Liaison Committee on 
Medical Education to transform the 
campus into a residential clinical 
campus, enabling its students to 
complete all third-year and most 
fourth-year clinical training onsite. 
Dr. Guest also will create and 
manage the curriculum theme for 
the campus: Health Care Leadership 

and Advocacy.
“Dr. Guest is revered in the 

Southwest region. I don’t think 
I’ve ever met anyone like him for 
whom everyone has such glowing 
praise,” says Dr. Linda Boyd, 
School of Medicine associate dean 
for regional campus coordination. 
“His experience with health care 
leadership and public health make 

him the ideal person to develop this 
unique curriculum for our clinical 
campus.” 

He also will work to expand the 
number of students who rotate 
at the campus and the number of 
preceptors who help train students. 

“Right now, 26 percent of 
Georgians live in a rural area, but 
only 11 percent of the doctors are 
there. That’s a huge problem,” 
Dr. Guest says. “It’s important 
that students want to rotate at the 
Southwest campus, and I’m hopeful 
once they experience the great 
learning opportunities here, they’ll 
want to return to practice.”

MCG medical students can 
opt to complete four- to six-week 
clinical rotations in family medicine, 
pediatrics and internal medicine at 
Albany’s Phoebe Putney Memorial 
Hospital, the hub of MCG’s first 
satellite medical campus. Students 
also can train with physicians in 
rural Columbus, Cordele, Tifton, 
Thomasville and Valdosta.

Dr. Guest has received the Lung 
Disease Health Professional Award 
from the American Lung Association 
of Georgia, the Governor’s 
Community Service Award from the 
CHEST Foundation of the American 
College of Chest Physicians and the 
Distinguished Alumni Award from 
Georgia State University.

Dr. Guest to oversee curriculum 
for southwest campus

Dr. William A. Guest

Subscribe to
Need To Know Daily Digest

my.mcg.edu

Student Government Association Executive Council election 
results for the 2009-10 academic year:

• President: Dawnyetta Marable, School of Dentistry, class of 2010
• Vice President: Rachel Mathis, School of Medicine, class of 2012
• Comptroller: Ryan Fulchi, School of Dentistry, class of 2010
• Secretary: Patrick Caughman, School of Dentistry, class of 2010
• Humanitarian: John Hansford, School of Dentistry, class of 2010

Student Government 
officers elected

18
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ATLANTA AIRPORT
Reliable

Convenient
Affordable

39 Trips Weekly to 
Atlanta Hartsfield International Airport

Serving Augusta since 1998

4389 W Maysfield Drive • Augusta, GA 30909

R
1
2
2
1
3
4
•
B
P
0
8
0
6
0
8



Wednesday, April 15, 2009 19beeperMedical College of Georgia

19 Classifieds

To Place A Classifi ed Ad,
call 803-279-2793 & ask for “Richardene.”

Or e-mail: rbaskett@northaugustastar.com
Rates: 25 cents per word.

Aw Shucks!

Is your name in this issue?
Check our ads to fi nd out! 

And remember e-mail: beepercontests@aikenstandard.com
by the Friday at noon deadline.

Nicole Baker did not fi nd her name hidden in the 
Royal Pines ad on page 13 of our last issue.

HIDDEN NAME CONTEST
We hide the names of randomly chosen students & employees - 

one per issue. If your name is hidden in one of the advertisements 
in this issue, you’ll score our Beeper gift package: a gift certifi cate 
to Amici Italian Cafe & Top Notch Car Wash plus movie passes to 

Evans 20 Theatre compliments of Health Center Cedit Union!
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one of the ads 

in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, e-mail us; (beepercontests@aikenstandard.com) 
before noon on Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 

FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not enter. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or employed by 
MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is responsible for printing errors 

which make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more 
than one person has the same name, the fi rst person to claim the prize is the winner. 7. Prize awarded to 

winners may vary from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

Crossword
Solution

Suduko
Solution

Word Search
Solution

3BR, 2BTH, LR, DR,
KIT, DEN, GARAGE.

1 mile  to MCG.
706.736.6922

BRICK HOUSE FOR RENT
NORTH AUGUSTA, SC

3BR 1.5BA H/W Floors, FP, C/H/A/, Formal LR,
& DR, Eat-in-Kit, Office. Fenced yard. 

WALK TO RIVERVIEW PARK. 
$600mo.  $200dep. 

706.339.7863 OR 706.831.3868  
(available immediately)

535 Houses
For Rent

542
Houses For 
Sale By 
Owner

535 Houses
For Rent

$129  Queen  Pillowtop
Mattress  set, NEW. Can
deliver.  706-733-5339

Wood  Sleighbed  with
Mattress  set. Both  New.
$379. 706-736-3811

KING Pillowtop  mattress
Set  New.  Still  in plastic.
$189. 706-737-6331

Full  Mattress  Set. NEW.
Sell $110. Twin Set $99.
706-737-6331

$399  BEDROOM  SET.
Cherry  five  piece  set.
Brand  new.   706-736-
3811

DOUGLASVILLE 
OFFICE  SPACE

Excellent location for
Dental Office

½ Mile from I-20.
$1600/mo

2400sf Avail. June 1.
770-851-1444 or

e_hattaway@bell-
south.nete_hatt-

away@bellsouth.net

CASTLE HALL
309 8th Street

Upscale Downtown 
Apts-Lofts, 

1Bdrm, 2Bdrm
600-1300 sqft

Call Mark Donahue
706-533-4955

Peachcontractors.com

510 Apartments
For Rent 

445 Furniture

515
Commercial
Property For
Rent

2 to 5 Bedrooms, All Areas
Long and Short Term
McBride Realty, Inc.

706-868-1005
www.mcbriderealty.us

To 
Advertise

 in the 
Beeper 

call
 Richardene 

Baskett
at 

803-279-2793
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