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Dr. Daniel W. Rahn

President Rahn to give first state 
of the university address Nov. 15

Dr. Daniel W. Rahn, president of the Medical 
College of Georgia, will give his first State of the 
University address Thursday, Nov. 15 at 4 p.m.

Dr. Rahn, who assumed the presidency June 1, 
will share his vision of the state's health sciences 
university with the communities of MCG and 
Augusta in his address in the large auditorium of 
the MCG Auditoria Center. -

Visitor parking will be available behind the 
Robert B. Greenblatt, M.D., Library on Laney- 
Walker Boulevard near its intersection with R.A. 
Dent Boulevard.

The new president came to MCG in 1991 frdm Yale University School of 
Medicine. His previous positions at MCG include vice chairman of the 
Department of Medicine, vice dean for clinical affairs for the MCG School of 
Medicine and senior vice president and chief medical officer for MCG 
Health, Inc.

Study of stomach acid 
garners national award
Toni Baker

Understanding the complex intracellular communication that controls 
acid secretion in the stomach is the goal of a Medical College of Georgia 
scientist.

Her studies aim to fill in the blanks about how normal acid secretion 
works, and should provide additional insight into how that system goes 
awry in painful peptic ulcer disease and acid reflux, a daily part of life for 
millions of Americans.

"We want to know how the signaling pathway within the parietal cells 
inside the stomach ultimately induce acid production," said Dr. Catherine

See CHEW page 2

•« MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA

beeper
Division of Institutional Relations 
Medical College of Georgia 
Augusta, Georgia 30912

U.S. Postage
PAI D 

Permit No. 210
Augusta, GA 

Non-Profit Org.

Regents name Chancellor-Designate
Board of Regents Chairman 

Hilton H. Howell Jr. today 
announced that Thomas C. 
Meredith, chancellor of The 
University of Alabama System, in 
Tuscaloosa, has been named 
chancellor of the University 
System of Georgia, effective Jan. 
2, 2002.

"We are tremendously pleased 
with the outcome of our national 
search," Mr. Howell said during 
his introduction of the chancel 
lor-designate. "Dr. Meredith 
emerged from the selection 
process with the right blend of 
experience, vision and personal 
ity that the board felt would best 
suit our current needs and future 
plans. He is the right man, for the 
right job, at the right time, and we 
are looking forward to the leader 
ship that he will bring to the chan 
cellor's post."

Dr. Meredith has served as the 
chief executive officer of the 
University System of Alabama 
since June 1997. In that capacity, 
he is responsible for three research 
universities which have a com 
bined enrollment of 40,000 stu 
dents, 17,000 employees and an 
annual budget of $1.8 billion.

A native of Owensboro, Ky., Dr. 
Meredith served from 1988 to 1997

Chancellor-Designate Thomas C. Meredith

as president and professor of edu 
cation at Western Kentucky 
University in Bowling Green. He 
came to Western Kentucky 
University from The University of 
Mississippi where he had served as 
vice chancellor for executive 
affairs from 1987 to 1988 and 
adjunct professor of higher educa 
tion and executive assistant to the 
chancellor from 1984 to 1987. 
Previously, Dr. Meredith served as 
an academic programs officer and 
as an associate director for pro 
grams and planning for the Board 
of Trustees of State Institutions of 
Higher Learning in Jackson, Miss.,

from 1974 to 1981. Dr. Meredith 
has an undergraduate degree in 
social studies and history from 
Kentucky Wesleyan College, a 
master's degree in education 
administration and supervision 
from Western Kentucky 
University and a doctorate 
degree in administration and 
supervision with an emphasis in 
secondary and higher education 
from The University of 
Mississippi. He also completed 
the Institute for Educational 
Management at Harvard 
University.
Dr. Meredith serves on numer 

ous educational, corporate and 
civic boards and is highly involved 
and well known for his leadership 
in economic development activi 
ties in the state of Alabama. His 
service in this arena was recog 
nized recently with an induction 
into the Alabama Academy of 
Honor, an organization of 100 out 
standing Alabamians. In April 
1999, Governor Don Siegelman 
also appointed him as vice chair of 
the Alabama Commerce. 
Commission, a statewide group 
charged with drafting, implement 
ing and monitoring a long-term 
economic development plan for 
the state.

Future funds
From left, Regent and MCG Health, 
Inc. Board of Directors Chairman 
Donald Leebern Jr., and MCG 
Health, Inc. President Don Snell 
presents a check for 
$8,896,079.60   almost half of 
the fiscal 2001 operating margin 
of $21.7 million   to MCG 
President Daniel W. Rahn at the 
Oct. 17 MCG Health, Inc. Board of 
Directors meeting. MCG Health, 
Inc. 's operating margin helps sup 
port MCG's missions of education, 
research and clinical care.



MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA beeper THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2001

CHEW from page 1

Dr. Catherine S. Chew's acid secretion studies earned national recognition.
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S. Chew, gastrointestinal physiologist. "And communi 
cation is the key."

Her studies of this intricate system garnered her the 
2001 Distinguished Research Award from the 
Gastrointestinal Section of the American Physiological 
Society.

Her work has included identifying three target pro 
teins that are ultimately stimulated and activated 
within parietal cells to open these lines of intracellular 
communication.

The still unfolding process of acid secretion is in con 
stant motion, activated when we eat or even see food. 
"The sight of food can activate your vagus nerve," Dr. 
Chew said of a nerve that runs down the neck and con 
trols a number of spontaneous functions, including 
gastrointestinal activity. This activation ultimately 
results in the production of acid as well as mucus and 
other substances which are a first step in digestion.

The stomach's major role in digestion is to mix and 
grind food so it can move into the intestines for diges 
tion and absorption. It does this by pushing food back 
and forth between its upper portion, where the parietal 
cells are, and its lower third, called the antrum, which 
has strong muscles.

The lower third of the stomach doesn't have parietal 
cells but it does have cells that secrete gastrin, a hor 
mone that stimulates acid secretion. Gastrin also is a 
growth factor in the gastrointestinal tract, where the 
constant hustle and bustle of digestion means cells 
turn over quickly.

Like most systems, this system is about balance; the 
acid production of parietal cells inhibits the release of 
gastrin. "If acid goes up, gastrin goes down and the 
other way around," Dr. Chew said. When it's the other 
way around, high gastrin levels prompt cells in the 
stomach lining, called ECL cells, to secrete histamine, 
which in turn activates H2 receptors on the parietal 
cells and so ultimately produces more stomach acid. 
But since gastrin also prompts cell production, in rats 
at least, it also can result in an overgrowth of the stom 
ach or gastric cancer.

So Dr. Chew works to figure out all the pieces of the 
healthy balance that enables the normal production of 
acid in response to need.

One area of study has been to determine how tiny 
vesicles - which contain the proton pumps that actu 
ally make acid - are ultimately stimulated by activa 
tion of the H2 receptor on parietal cells. Within the 
confines of an unstimulated cell, the vesicles sit just 
outside an area of the cell called the intracellular 
canaliculus, which contains thin, finger-like microvilli. 
For the proton pumps to produce acid, they must move 
into the membrane of the microvilli.

"When the pump is in these vesicles, it's not active,"

she said. "It's only when it gets inserted into these 
microvilli that it becomes active. You put them in and 
it's active, you retrieve them and the pump becomes 
inactive. That's the way you turn acid secretion on and 
off. The question is, How do you move this pump from 
these tubular vesicles to the microvilli and how do you 
bring them back?'"

Since all three signaling proteins found by Dr. Chew - 
lasp-1, the still-unnamed CSPP 28 and coronin se - are 
regulated by agents that stimulate acid secretion, Dr. 
Chew believes these proteins help regulate this move 
ment.

Her research showed early on that stimulating the H2 
receptor first elevates the level of cyclic AMP, a signal 
ing factor that activates protein kinase which, in turn, 
adds phosphate to change the function of these pro 
teins. In this case, it regulates the signaling function of 
at least the lasp-1 protein identified by Dr. Chew. So the 
vesicles move closer to the microvilli and fuse with its 
membrane; ultimately the proton pump emerges and 
produces acid.

Older ulcer and reflux medications such as cimeti- 
dine, or Tagamet, work early in this process by blocking 
the H2 receptor; newer drugs such as omeprazole, or 
Prilosec, block the proton pump.

It's possible that the structural protein actin, which is 
plentiful in the stomach, enables the vesicles to form lit 
tle tails that help them move; a similar scenario helps 
the bacterium listeria infect cells.

She knows that two of her proteins, lasp-1 and coro 
nin se, bind to actin and that CSPP 28 binds to a vesicle- 
associated protein. "The fact that we have now found at 
least two proteins that are regulated within signaling 
pathways by changes in phosphorylation and bind to 
either actin or intracellular vesicles suggests to me that 
they regulate something about the structure of the cell 
that has something to do with vesicles moving from one 
part of the cell to another," she said.

French scientists learned, about the same time that 
she was finding their signaling role, that two of these 
proteins also are over-expressed in some cancers, espe 
cially breast cancer.

"When you ask why you make more of these proteins 
in some cancers, then you are back to the issue of actin 
and cell motility. Tumor cell invasion involves changes 
in the actin cytoskeleton," she said. So Dr. Chew is not 
surprised to find these proteins that are over-expressed 
in cancer also present in a cell with no direct link to 
cancer. "All of these issues intersect in some way," she 
said. "The importance of doing basic science is to help 
those issues intersect."

Dr. Chew's studies have been continuously funded 
the National Institutes of Health since the 1970s.

Time to rethink your benefits?
Is there a new baby in the fam 

ily you would like to add to as an 
insurance beneficiary? Is it time to 
think about adding a little more to 
your pension each month?

Now is the time as open enroll 
ment for the Medical College of 
Georgia began Monday, Oct. 22 
and continues through 
Wednesday, Nov. 21.

All active and retired MCG 
employees and MCG Health, Inc.

leased employees are required to 
meet with a Select Benefits 
Representative to go over their 
benefits as well as provide 
updated beneficiary and depend 
ent information. They will receive 
a workbook containing a benefici 
ary and dependent information 
form, which all should complete. 
Appointments will be arranged 
through department supervisors. 
Those who have not received a

workbook by Nov. 1 should notify 
their supervisor immediately.

Benefit changes will be effec 
tive Jan. 1. If underwriting is 
required for a selection, the effec 
tive date will be Jan. 1 or once 
approval has been received from 
the company by MCG's benefits 
office.

For more information or assis 
tance, e-mail the benefits staff at 
HumanResources_Benefits.
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From left, Drs. Sniederand Treiber meet with 23-year-old twins, Kiffany 
and Kimberly Cofer during a study of the role of stress in heart disease.

Twin study targets hypertension, 
stress risk factors
Ton! Baker

Whether environmental stress is a risk factor for cardiovascular 
disease is the focus of a Medical College of Georgia study following 
more than 500 pairs of twins.

"We are looking at the role of environmental stress as a risk fac 
tor," said Dr. Frank Treiber, director of MCG's Georgia Prevention 
Institute and principal investigator on the four-year, $1.4 million 
continuation grant from the National Institutes of Health.

"Stress is considered a candidate risk factor, not an established 
one, for cardiovascular disease," he said. "We want to try and clear 
up its role, to see if indeed those who are under chronic stress show 
greater elevations in their blood pressure in response to stress." He 
and his colleagues also are gauging potential long-term effects, such 
as increases in resting blood pressure and heart damage.

MCG researchers have been following African-American and 
European-American identical and fraternal twins for four years to 
determine how genetics and environment affect blood pressure at 
rest and in response to stress. When the twins started the study, 
their average age was 14;-they will be 18, on average, as they start 
the new study.

Researchers have monitored their blood pressure, heart rate and 
cardiac function during stressful situations such as playing virtual 
reality games and discussing personal problems. Among both the 
African-American and European-American twins, data show genet 
ics account for about 55 percent of the differences in blood pressure 
and reactivity to stress.

"We found very similar heritabilities, very similar influences 
from the environment," said Dr. Harold Snieder, genetic epidemiolo 
gist at the Georgia Prevention Institute and co-investigator on the 
study. "Now we have to find out what that means."

It may mean that major repercussions of chronic stress and lack
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Bobby Jones 
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fleet department at Bobby Jones Ford.
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with other things to think about.
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TWINS ... from page 3

of effective coping mechanisms lie 
further along in life. "This study 
will allow us to follow the twins 
across a total of eight to 10 years of 
important psychosocia! changes," 
Dr. Treiber said. "The impact of 
stressful environments may start 
showing up as they get older and 
become young adults."

They also want to determine if 
the African-American twins are 
more impacted by environmental 
stress. African-Americans are at 
higher risk of hypertension and car 
diovascular disease - and tend to 
develop the diseases earlier in life - 
than European-Americans. The rea 
sons aren't clear, but one theory is 
more frequent exposure to stressors 
such as discrimination, violence 
and poverty, Dr. Treiber said.

Twins were picked for study so 
researchers could assess genetic 
influence by comparing identical 
twins, who share 100 percent of 
their genes, to fraternal twins, who 
share 50 percent. "If something is 
influenced by genetics, the similar 
ity in identical twins should be 
much higher," Dr. Snieder said.

The researchers will follow the 
twins for four more years, continu 
ing to look at resting blood pressure 
and reactivity not only in the con 
trolled setting of the Georgia 
Prevention Institute, but with 24- 
hour monitoring to measure reac 
tivity to routine stressors.

"The other thing we are looking 
at now is why their blood pressure 
is going up more during stress," Dr. 
Treiber said. "Is it because they are 
retaining more sodium or produc 
ing more stress hormones which 
are contributing to the constriction 
of blood vessels?" They also are 
looking at whether blood vessels 
become less elastic, and so less 
responsive, over time in the face of 
increasing pressures.

In a separate longitudinal study 
of young African-Americans and 
European-Americans with a family 
history of hypertension, researchers 
are finding that African-Americans 
are showing telltale signs of blood 
pressure problems as they move 
into their late teens and early 20s. 
Changes include pressures that are 
more reactive to stress and

increases in the left side of the 
heart, which- pumps blood into the 
body and, in the face of hyperten 
sion, must work against increased 
resistance.

"We want to see who is going to 
have the greatest increase in blood 
pressure over time," Dr. Treiber 
said. "We already know that if you 
are overweight, you are more likely 
to show increases. If you have a 
family history, you are more likely. 
If you already have a higher resting 
blood pressure, you are likely to 
have it later, too. Factor all that in 
and then say, 'Does reactivity to 
stress still help us tell who is going 
to show the greatest increases over 
time?'" The researchers suspect 
that the answer is yes.

"We think part of it is how much 
stress they encounter, the other is 
their coping skills and lifestyle 
behaviors like physical activity, diet 
and smoking," Dr. Treiber said. 
"[Knowing] the environmental con 
tributions will help us understand 
how to develop effective primary 
prevention strategies for people at 
risk."

Welcome to Full Service Extended Stay

Extended Stay - with a Cook and a Laundress 
M a Concierge

Weekly and Monthly 
Rates From as Low as
$59 Per Night
Just one mile from MCG!

The historic Partridge Inn,
1 long regarded as Augusta's 

finest hotel, provides extended
stay with extensive service, 

making each guest feel at home 
while being treated like royalty 
in a full-service hotel. And with 
rates as low as $59 per night, 

extended stay at The Partridge
Inn is an incredible value!
Call 737-8888 or book 

online at our website:
www.partridgeinn.com

ESTABLISHED 1892 • 2110 WALTON WAY » AUGUSTA. GEORGIA

Over 40 Guestrooms with Full Kitchens!

Sertoma colors holiday 
season with poinsettias

Poinsettias to brighten your office or home are available right here on 
campus, thanks to the MCG Sertoma Club.

The campus service club's annual poinsettia sale is one of two projects 
used to raise funds for speech and hearing impaired-children, Sertoma's 
main focus. MCG Sertoma, chartered in 1985, also hosts an annual 
Valentine's dance to help support local charities such as the Augusta 
Rescue Mission and Camp Rainbow. Last month the club donated $1,000 
to the victims of the September 11 attacks, according to club president 
Stacy Tallent.

"If we hear of a need we try to fill it. If there are any campus needs, 
whether it is a student group or a specific need, please call us," said Mr. 
Tallent.

Orders are being accepted now for the showy winter flowers, which are 
$15 a piece. The red poinsettias will be delivered on Monday, Dec. 3.

For more information about MCG Sertoma or to place a poinsettia order, 
call Mr. Tallent at 1-2605, or Linda Griffin at 1-3423.

MCG Sertoma meets for lunch on the second Tuesday of each month in 
the Annex II building. New members are welcome and should call 1-2605 
before attending.

Wanted: Grandparents
It is not too early to help Santa Claus visit children this holiday season.
Project Healthy Grandparents is a grant-funded program through the 

MCG School of Nursing that assists children being raised by their grandpar 
ents for reasons such as abuse, neglect or the death of their parents. 
Monthly nursing visits are provided to the families through the program. 
An annual Christmas party also provides a gift for each child in the pro 
gram. This year over 40 families, and 100 children are involved.

"We are trying to buy each child a gift and since we are a grant-funded 
program, we need a lot of help in doing this," said Mike Patton, project 
coordinator.

Grandchildren range from age 6 months to age 17. Donations or gifts are 
being accepted, with a $20 price limit on each gift. All donations are 
needed by Nov. 23, and will be delivered to grandchildren at the third 
annual Project Healthy Grandparents Christmas Party, Dec. 5 in the MCG 
Alumni Center. To schedule pick-up of gifts or donations, or for more infor 
mation, call Mr. Patton at 1-6227.

Dr. Sickles named vice chairman
Toni Baker

f
Dr. Dale W. Sickles, professor in the Medical College 

of Georgia Department of Cellular Biology and 
Anatomy, has been named vice chairman of the 
department.

Dr. Sickles is course director of histology and devel 
opment for medical and graduate students and gradu 
ate program director for the department.

He is a member of the Graduate Biomedical 
Admissions and Curriculum Committees for the School 
of Graduate Studies and the Curriculum Committee for 
the School of Medicine. He also is a member of the 
School of Medicine's Post Tenure Review Committee 
and MCG's Faculty Grievance Committee.

His research interests include the molecular mechanisms of neurotoxicity of 
common industrial and agricultural agents. He also is investigating a potential 
cause of nerve death involving proteins that sustain the life of the nerve.

Dr. Sickles is a reviewer for Neurotoxicology, Toxicology and Applied 
Pharmacology and the Journal of Neuroscience. He is a member of the Society 
for Toxicology, its Neurotoxicology Subsection and the Society for 
Neuroscience. He joined the MCG faculty in 1978. . ,

Dr. Dale W. Sickles
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Winship Cancer 
Institute director to 
speak at symposium

Dr. Jonathan W. Simons, director 
of the Winship Cancer Institute at 
Emory University, will discuss 
"Cytoreductive Gene Therapy for 
Prostate Cancer" at the Medical 
College of Georgia Deans' 
Symposium Nov. 6.

The lecture begins at 4 p.m. in 
the first-floor auditorium of the 
MCG School of Dentistry.

Dr. Simons, a professor of hema- 
tology and oncology at Emory, is a 
cancer researcher and physician- 
scientist with a special interest in 
new genetic treatments for 
advanced prostate cancer. He led 
the world's first human gene ther 
apy for prostate cancer.

He is a 1985 graduate of The 
Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine, he completed his internal 
medicine residency at 
Massachusetts General Hospital of 
Harvard Medical School followed 
by a clinical fellowship in medical 
oncology and a postdoctoral fellow 
ship in molecular genetics at The 
Johns Hopkins Oncology Center. 
He joined the faculty of Johns 
Hopkins in 1990 and moved to 
Emory University in 2000.

Dr. Simons has received numer-

Dr. Jonathan W. Simons

ous National Institutes of Health 
grants and research awards for 
translational research in prostate 
cancer. His program at Emory has 
more than $7.5 million in research 
funding from the Avon Products 
Foundation Breast Cancer Research 
Crusade in 2000.

Dr. Simons is on the editorial 
board of Cancer Treatment Reviews 
and The Prostate and associate edi 
tor of Gene Medicine, Cancer Gene 
Therapy and Cancer Research.
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Mayor's luncheon celebrates extraordinary abilities
Ellen Gladden

Kudos and a special lunch 
eon with Mayor Bob Young 
were on the agenda of two 
MCG employees recently.

Dr. Carol Nichols, and Carla 
Duckworth were honored Oct. 
16 by the Mayor's Committee 
for Employment of Persons 
with Disabilities.

Formed 22 years ago in 
Augusta, the committee is part 
of a national effort to localize 
focus on disability issues. 
According to Ed Catchings of 
the Georgia Department of 
Labor Rehabilitation Program, 
the committee began "to iden 
tify what the problems were for 
persons with disabilities... what 
the challenges were, and to find 
some solutions. One of the solu 
tions is to provide opportunities 
for people with disabilities. So we 
started the scholarship program a 
few years ago. The other solution 
is to accentuate people with dis-

One of Carla Duckworth's many duties in the Greenblatt Library is shelving books.

abilities [who] have achieved in 
their field."

To highlight those persons, the 
committee hosts an annual 
luncheon to present Employee of 
the Year Awards to persons with

physical disabilities who have 
had successful careers. During 
this year's luncheon at the 
Clubhouse, Dr. Nichols and Rose 
Jones, a Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center employee,

Historic
antiques show and sale *^IIlw

r DoJd Bargain Basement   Morris Museum o/ Art

November 9-11

Friday 10:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Saturday 10:00 AM - 5:30 PM

Sunday 12:00 Noon - 5:00 PM

Admission &7 / Entire Show

The Old Richmond Academy Building 
540 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia

Special Events:
Preview Party, Lecture Luncheon,
Walking Tours and Appraisal Clinic

Call for Details 706.724.0436

were both honored as Employees 
of the Year with plaques from 
Mayor Young. Ms. Jones suffered 
multiple strokes and has had 
heart complications making her 
job as a mother of six children 
difficult.

"Dr. Nichols has achieved a great 
deal," Mr. Catchings said of the 
Department of Cellular Biology and 
Anatomy instructor who tied for 
the committee's award. And life 
with cerebral palsy has not inhib 
ited Dr. Nichols' work. In nominat 
ing her colleague for the award, 
department chairwoman Dr. Sally 
S. Atherton noted, "Dr. Nichols has 
an opportunity that few of us have 
- to positively influence how more 
than 200 health professional stu 
dents think about and view handi 
capped individuals. She provides 
daily reinforcement of the idea that 
handicapped individuals are pro 
ductive members of society, which 
has a widespread ripple effect on 
the students as they progress 
through their training."

Humble in receipt of her honor, 
Dr. Nichols said she was a little 
apprehensive about the award 
potentially drawing negative atten 
tion to her condition. "Dr Atherton 
nominated me as a way to express 
appreciation for the work that I do 
in her department, and in that light 
I see it as a positive award. It (the 
luncheon) is a nice way to show 
the successes of people who have 
physical problems," said Dr. 
Nichols.

In addition to the gross anatomy 
instructor's award, MCG was also 
honored as Greenblatt Library 
employee Carla Duckworth 
received the $2,000 Alisha 
Catchings Memorial Scholarship 
from the mayor's committee. A stu 
dent of Voorhees College in 
Denmark, S.C., Ms. Duckworth 
also works part time at both the 
MCG library and at the Augusta 
Technical College Information 
Technology Center. Despite having 
had both of her legs amputated 

See ABILITIES page 8

Desperate

don't usually require 
desperate haircuts

Daniel Village 
Barber Shop
2522 Wrightsboro Road

736-7230
, 'Car.,?

Bari«r
Shop

1
0
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 =£3 To MCG

Smile

Gas
c

<
Daniel

Field

Wrightsboro Road

Our Permanent Location
fe 2522

Wrightsboro Road

c

X

Daniel Village

Shopping

Center

Man-Fri: 94)0-6:00; Saturday: 9:00-3:00
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Tribute touches father's heart Campus mail: Handled with care
Editor's note: Dr. Alan Roberts, associate professor in the Section of General 
Internal Medicine, wrote the following letter to the Beeper in response to a trib 
ute from a grateful patient to his son, also a physician.

The practice of medicine has 
always been (well, almost always), 
for me, a wonderfully satisfying 
experience, and I can honestly say 
that after 40 years I can think of 
nothing I would rather have done 
or would want to be doing now. Of 
primary importance in my profes 
sional life has been a dedicated 
attempt to develop a patient-physi 
cian relationship with each patient 
and to [treat] each patient in as car 
ing a way as possible. I like to think 
that one must care about oneself if 
one is to care about a patient.... I 
urge every physician not to be too 
hard on himself/herself, and enjoy 
the very essence of medicine 
embodied in that patient-physician 
relationship.

I have a son who is an orthope 
dic surgeon in Cleveland. Recently, 
one of his elderly patients required 
a knee replacement. Some time 
after the surgery and during her 
rehabilitation, this patient dedi 
cated and wrote [the following] 
poem to Jeff Roberts, her surgeon, 
and my son.... This poem touched 
me very deeply, and I must admit, 
gave me a very humble sense of 
how, in some way, what I would 
have wanted to impart to my son 
has come to be. He is the kind of

physician 1 wanted him to be. And 
with this knowledge comes a 
supreme confidence in the genera 
tions of physicians that have fol 
lowed my generation. We can all 
feel proud of our profession. And if 
like father like son so much the 
better.

There is "God"
I know that God is real 
I talk with him each day. 
I feel his presence with me 
As I walk along the way.

Recently, I had a special need,
As large as I had known.
Hearing from friends, both far and
near,
With their prayers, I was not alone.

There's much for me to be thank-
fal,
Praising God for his healing touch.
Expressing great gratitude
For friend who prayed so much.

Extending a special thanks
To the God of all ages and lands
For his love and direction,
Of the surgeon with the artist's
hands.

Nora Shropshire

.Laecl

2 Dearoom/2 bain

lamomair
APAMTM1NTS

$
PER ROOMMATE

WITH NO DEPOSIT!
Close to MCG and medical complex • On-premises laundry • Pool

• Courtesy officer • Full-time maintenance • Near Riverwalk &
Downtown district dining & shopping

Between Andy Jordan Bicycles & Sacred Heart Cultural Center

CAiiORVISTTTOOAY!
505 13TD STREET   706.724.7900

Ellen Gladden

Across the country reports of sus 
picious powders and strange pack 
ages have police forces and 
emergency crews on the move.

According to Medical College of 
Georgia Public Safety Division, MCG 
has not received any specific threats 
or had any involvement in recent 
events of possible anthrax conta 
gion. MCG Chief Bill McBride said, 
"I've had only a couple of reports, 
but it wasn't due to any white pow 
der. It was people saying, '1 got a let 
ter or package and I don't know 
where it came from.' So we take it to 
a secure location and open it."

In the event of an emergency a 
campus plan has been formed. "The 
protocol is if we get a letter 
[believed to contain anthrax or any 
other biohazardous agent) - and it 
has been sealed - we would triple 
bag it and send it to the FBI. They 
are the lead agency in this. If it had 
been opened, we would evacuate 
the area and call in the FBI," said 
Chief McBride.

See MAIL page 8

MCG OFFICERS ADVISE THE FOLLOWING BASIC 
PRECAUTIONS FOR ALL CAMPUS RESIDENTS:

THINGS TO LOOK FOR TO DETERMINE IF YOU HAVE 
RECEIVED A SUSPICIOUS PACKAGE:
-Do you recognize the return address, if one is shown?
-Do you recognize the company name or person's name sending the package?
-Is the package from a foreign country you would not expect a package from 
and do not normally receive packages from?
-Is the address spelled and formatted correctly?
-Is the package or letter rigid, bulky; lopsided or does it have a strange odor?
-Are there protruding wires?
-Is the package discolored, stained or does it have crystallized matter on the 
wrapper?

STEPS YOU SHOULD TAKE IF YOU ARE SUSPICIOUS:
-Attempt to contact the company or person that mailed the package to deter 
mine its legitimacy.
-Contact Supply Administration at 1-2216 and inquire if there is an authorized 
vendor with the name shown on the return address.
-Handle the package with care; do not open it, shake or bump it.
-Call Public Safety at 1-2911 if you think the package is suspicious and dan 
gerous.
-Isolate the package by leaving it in an area not occupied by others.
-Limit exposure by others until the area is declared clear. ^^yiim':

CALL 1-2911 AT ANY TIME TO HAVE A PACKAGE OR LETTER INSPlCTED.

IMPERIAL THEATRE & SOUL BAR PRODUCTIONS PRESENT LIVE IN CONCERT

THE IMPERIAL THEATRE
749 Broad Street Downtown Augusta, Georgia

A Mardi Gras flavored romp of jazz, blues, and funky soul.

NOV. II
Doors open 6pm

$15 ADVANCE 
$17 DAY OF SHOW

ON SALE AT IMPERIAL BOX OFFICE (706) 722-8341 
ALSO AVAILABLE AT WWW.TIXONLINE.COM (803) 278-4TIX

CHECK WWW.SOIILBAR.COM OB WWW.IMPERIALTnEATRE.COM



MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA beeper THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2001

ABILITIES ... from page 6

below the knee, Ms. Duckworth is 
fully functional in her job of 
shelving books, catalogs and 
other library literature, assisting 
students with on-line registration 
and processing interlibrary loans.

"Because she works, she does 
n't qualify for financial services 
and we felt like we should recog 
nize and reward her hard work," 
said Mr. Catchings, who initiated 
the award in honor of his daugh 
ter, Alisha, who was killed in a 
car accident in 2000.

More than 20 applications for 
the committee's two scholarships 
were received this year, according 
to Mr. Catchings. Diane Bouvier, 
a legally blind student at Augusta 
State University, received the 
$500 Don Metz Memorial 
Scholarship.

Walmart Supercenter was hon 
ored as the Employer of the Year 
for hiring persons with disabili 
ties.

This year's luncheon and schol 
arships were sponsored by several 
individuals, businesses and pro-

Police Bureau update
The following incidents were recorded by the MCG Public Safety Department. Periodic 
reports of crime-related news on campus are posted in conjunction with federal, state and 
local laws and are intended to maximize campus safety and awareness. To report crimes 
or suspicious activity, call MCG Public Safety at 1-2911 or #2911 from a cellular phone.

Automobile Break-In
A rear window was broken and 
several CDs stolen from a burgundy 
1997 Nissan Sentra XE Oct. 15 
between 9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. in 
MCG Health, Inc. deck #21. Anyone 
with information about the break- 
in should contact MCG Police at 1- 
2911.

Assault
On Friday, Oct. 19, an MCG dental 
student reported an assault at the 
School of Dentistry (AD). The ash 
tray top off of a trash can was 
thrown at him. The student was 
not injured, but a door frame and 
window were broken.

MCG Police:
Phone: ext. 1-2911

Cellular: #2911
or: 721-2911

Gross anatomy instructor Nichols 
holds her Employee of the Year plaque.

fessional groups including: 
Melvis Smith, the Catchings 
Family, The Society for Human 
Resource Management Augusta 
Area Chapter, Augusta Employer 
Committee, Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
Augusta Technical College, 
Augusta State University, KQ 
Services, Easter Seals, the 
Medical College of Georgia and 
MCG Health, Inc.

MAIL ... from page 7
In speaking with other law enforcement agents, the chief does not feel the CSRA or MCG are "under threat" 

from a direct anthrax attack. "In the CSRA we've had over 100 reports of suspected substances, and they were all 
false. It's just people being overly cautious. As far as we are concerned we have no indications that we are under 
threat," said the chief.

The Director of Supply Administration James Harris says little has changed in the way MCG mail is handled. 
"We have made gloves and masks available (in the mailroom), but at this point none of the employees have 
elected to use them in light of what's happened. We do have one employee who wears the rubber gloves, but she 
always has, even before recent events," said Mr. Harris.

"We are advising employees to be more observant as they handle letters and packages - to look for stains, pro 
truding wires, excessive postage or restrictive markings such as 'personal' or 'confidential,'" said Mr. Harris.

Augusta's Best Is Just Up The Hill.
a9u&m /7
g /Q^Jugusta's best food and 

entertainment can be found just 
a mile up the hill from Medical 
College of Georgia. Right 
here at The Partridge Inn, 
you can enjoy a relaxed yet 

upbeat lunch or dinner in either of two restaurants. Our cuisine is award- 
winning, our service is prompt and our menu refreshingly affordable. If 
time is short, there's no quicker lunch than serving yourself from our 

delicious, hot buffet spread. And our Bar & Grill is 
the place in Augusta for live music 

and lively ambience while 
we serve you with full bar 
and menu selections. 

We'll be waiting on you!
ESTABLISHED 1892

2110WaltonWay Augusta, Georgia 737-8888 www.partridgeinn.com

ALL. YOU CARE TO EAT: « P«OPL«!

SALAD WITH THIS AD

CAVATINI fi:30 - 1:30
BREADS-TICKS

IN ALL YOUR 
FAVORITE CHOICES

MON - FRI
THIS OFFER EXPIRES 1 1-3O-O1

7 2 4-3 3 O2
ON 15TH STREET ACROSS FROM THE MCG ANNEX

WE'RE OPEN 11-11 SEVEN DAYS

LIMIT . $8 i

Smart ladies!
They're usin£ Beeper coupons 

when they shop!
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Notables
MCG Medical Illustrators Receive Awards

A Medical College of Georgia Department of Medical Illustration faculty 
member and student have received awards from the Association of 
Medical Illustrators.

Andrew E.B. Swift, assistant professor, received an Award of Excellence 
for his poster illustrations titled "Advances in Brain Tumor Gene Therapy." 
Second-year student Andrew Rekito received a Certificate of Merit for his 
surgical illustration series titled "Lumbar Laminectomy."

MCG neurosurgeon James C. Pick provided technical direction for both 
series.

The awards were presented at the association's annual meeting in 
Asilomar, Calif., July 31 through Aug. 5.

Radiologic Sciences Students Receive Awards

Three seniors in the Medical College of Georgia Department of 
Radiologic Sciences have received awards from the Southeastern Chapter 
of the Society of Nuclear Medicine, an organization of physicians, 
chemists and radiopharmacists.

Amanda Brautigan won first place and Heather Kerlin second place in 
the Technologist Abstract category. They will discuss their abstracts dur 
ing the chapter's meeting Nov. 9-11 in Savannah. Also during the meeting, 
Hanna Teferra's researth poster will be displayed. The students' abstracts 
and poster explain and illustrate their research dealing with different 
aspects of radiologic technology.

Mrs. Outler honored by HCCU

theThe Health Center Credit Union recognized Barbara Outler as 
employee of the quarter for the second quarter of 2001.

Mrs. Outler is an operations assistant in the HCCU's main office on 
Harper Street. She is responsible for running many of the back offices 
processes including ACH (Automated Clearing House), ATM (Automated 
Teller Machine), share drafts and debit cards. Mrs. Outler was selected by 
her peers for the award.

Need Help With Your Investment 
and Financial Matters?

Contact J. Larry Hornsby for 
Professional Advice and Personal Service with:

• Retirement and Estate Planning
• Long-term Investment Strategies
• Wealth Management Strategies
• Financial Planning
• College Savings Plans
• Life Insurance & Annuities

A*S Il\
(.GEdwards
INVESTMENTS SINCE 1887

: A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.
706-869-1061 

1237 Augusta West Parkway • Augusta, Georgia
www.agedwards.com/fc/larry.hornsby ^

A.C. Edwards & Sons, Inc. Member SIPC 1M-11-0302-EUJ

Newsbriefs
Beeper Deadline

The deadline for the Nov. 15 issue 
of the Beeper is Nov. 6. Due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday, the deadline 
for the Nov. 29 issue of the Beeper is 
Nov. 16. Please direct editorial cor 
respondence to Beeper editor Ellen 
Gladden, FI-1042 (intercampus 
mail), ext. 1-4410 (phone), ext. 1- 
6723 (fax), egladden@mail.mcg.edu 
(e-mail). All advertising correspon 
dence should be addressed to 
Beeper publisher Dan Pearson, P.O. 
Box 397 Augusta, Ga 30903-0397 or 
call 860-5455.

Books Are Fun

"Books Are Fun" will be in the 
lobby of the Children's Medical 
Center and on the 2nd floor of MCG 
Hospital on Nov. 1 - 2, from 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. This book sale offers 30 to 
70 percent off retail prices on best 
sellers, cookbooks, home how to 
do's, children's books and garden

ing books. Twenty percent of the 
profits will go to the CMC.

Safety Update

The Human Resources Division 
will offer an annual safety update 
Nov. 14 from 1:30-3 p.m. in room 
1141 of the MCG Annex. Topics 
include employee security, fire 
safety, radiation safety, standard 
precautions, utility safety and con 
fidentiality. Registration is required. 
Contact Laurie Bush, ext. 1-3196, or 
laubush@mail.mcg.edu.

Immunization Seminar

CSRA pediatricians, public health 
officials, school nurses and other 
clinicians who treat children are 
invited to a vaccine safety work 
shop Nov. 15 at the Medical College 
of Georgia Children's Medical 
Center. The workshop, sponsored 
by the CMC, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and 
the Georgia Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, 
will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. and repeated from 1 to 5 p.m.

Admission is free, but advanced 
registration (for either morning or 
afternoons session) is required. To 
register, call 1-2281.

Get with the Guidelines

The American Heart Association 
will host a satellite symposium 
Nov. 28 from noon to 2:00 pm and 
to 5 p.m. to introduce "Get with the 
Guidelines," an updated secondary 
heart disease prevention program. 
For more information, visit 
www.americanheart.org.

Employee/Faculty Assistance

MCG's Employee/Faculty Assis 
tance Program offers up to six con 
fidential counseling sessions to 
MCG employees and their immedi 
ate family. The counseling sessions 
may cover any area of concern, 
whether personal or work-related. 
The program is housed in the FE 
building, 844 Chafee Avenue, and 
is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For 
more information or to make an 
appointment, call ext. 1-2599.

FirstBank
Metro Augusta's Bank of Choice

MEDICAL CENTER OFFICE
1580 Walton Way   Augusta, Georgia

706-312-6500 •

HHSH-
Member
FDIC
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Classifieds
SERVICES

NEED CHILDCARE? Loving, clean 
atmosphere. Close to MCG. Full-time/ 
part-time. Experienced, certified 
teacher and mother. Call Jana: 706- 
731-9046

BETTER HEALTH Interested in 
improving your health? FREE infor 
mation session on Advanced Wellness 
Technologies Thursday, Nov. 8 at 
7pm, Holiday Inn West. No reserva 
tions needed. Part/full-time opportu- 
inities also available. Door prizes. 
706-651-9993

CHILDCARE in my home. Close to 
MCG. (706) 738-1495

TYPING Typing services, call Denise 
at (706) 650-2187

NEED YOUR HOUSE CLEANED? 
We have a few openings in our 
schedule. Experienced, depend 
able, honest and hardworking. 
References. Call Dana or Melanie 
at (706) 650-7612

PROTECT YOUR ASSETS
from lawsuits,

judgements, IRS
Bullet Proof Protection

ihaveassets.com
(706) 294-3778

TomThumb Lawn Maintenance 
Knowledgeable and experienced 
service for regular care of small 
landscaping projects. FREE esti 
mates. Call Thorn Story: 556- 
9846 Cell: 339-4032

LYNN'S HOUSECLEANING 
Reasonable rates, excellent refer 
ences. Call 556-9846 for free in- 
home estimate.

Augusta's biggest attic sale, Saturday, November 3, 7:30 a.m. 
until Noon. 851 Broad Street next to old Health Department 
in downtown Augusta. Two floors of large warehouse with 
every item imaginable. Truckloads of new goods just in. 
Proceeds benefit St. Paul's Choir Fund.

HANDYMAN Remodeling, addi 
tions, decks. QUALITY work, 
REASONABLE prices, FREE esti 
mates. References available. Call 
Tyre Construction: 556-8187

DETAILED YARD CARE Call 
Stephen Mantell: 231-6355 
FREE ESTIMATES

DO YOU NEED HELP to take 
care of your loved ones? Call a 
Christian, certified nursing assis 
tant with 12 years' experience, 
with empathy and compassion 
for the elderly. Call (706) 651- 
8588

VEHICLES__________

TOYOTA TERCEL 1995 model for 
sale, low mileage, good condition. 
Call Kevin at 706-651-8434

MISCELLANEOUS_______

DIAMOND WEDDING RING- 
Jacket 1.35 tcw; appraised $5500, 
asking $4000. 860-4285

HOMES, APARTMENTS, 
RENTALS, ROOMMATES, ETC

LOFT-STYLE APARTMENTS on 
Broad Street. Large 1 bdrm, 
$500/mo. 722-3961 Mon-Fri

Walk to MCG 
from*****

Apartments

Loft and studio apartments with original maple floors,
window blinds & ceiling fans, cable connections, large

double-insulated windows, fitness center, and more.

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places

For more information, call 262-4001 or visit
=T our web site: www.enterprisemill.com

FRIPP ISLAND, SC 
Ever wanted to own a beautiful 
oceanside home to get away to? 
Gorgeous home at pristine Fripp 
Island, SC. Nature conservatory. 
Private. Gated. Equity partner 
ship. Visit www.3tj.com <(3TJ)

RENT ON THE HILL 3 bdrm, 
each with bath, 2'/2 mi. from MCG. 
Guest room, living & dining rms. 

' DW, refrig, stove, W/D, cent. H/A, 
storm windows, 2-car garage, 
fenced backyard. $700 per month 
+'$700 deposit. 481-0930 or 
736-7353.

VIEW! 3rd Floor apt with balcony 
overlooking Partridge Inn for rent in 
the historic George Walton. Lg kitch, 
hardwd floors, very quiet and safe. 
$525 includes cable and H 20. Call 
738-6298 for appt.

BEAUTIFUL Williamsburg home 
Evans Woodbridge Subdv, 9'/2 ft 
ceilings, 3900 sqft, five bdrms, 
3'/2 baths. Hardwood dwnstairs, 
redecorated throughout and 
painted. New appliances, very 
large rooms, sunroom, 2-car 
garage, 3-acre lot, beautiful land 
scaping. $399,000 Call 863- 
7256

COTTAGE FOR RENT Ibdrm, 1 
bath, private, quiet street 1 mi. 
from MCG in Hill section. Newly 
remodeled, W/D hookups. MCG 
students live in surrounding 
houses. $350/mo. Call 833- 
8685 or 733-7647

NICE, QUIET Carolina Terrace 
Apts. N.Augusta, SC 2bdrm, 
Cent H/A. 1251 West Ave $385. 
Blanchard & Calhoun 279-3440

HOUSE FOR RENT 2 or 3 bdrm, 
LR, DR, 1 bath, all hardwood floors, 
central H/A, fenced yard (front & 
back), DW, recently completely 
remodeled, Olde. Town area, approx 
3 mi. to MCG $500/mo +dep. Call 
724-6487

CONDO RENTAL for Masters 
Week 2002 Orlando, Florida. 
Vistana Resort of International 
Distinction. 4 miles from 
DisneyWorld. Less than market rate. 
Pictures available. Sleeps 6. Call 
863-4603

S'JMMERVILLE 2bdrm house, 
$600; or Ibdrm house, $350. 
733-4205 or 294-6454

==\ BEST OF AUGUSTA WINNER______;==

BIGtSAlE
TIICCRAV Uf\\l C -^^- AMrv CUCDV CIDOT TIICCHAVTUESDAY, NOV. 6 AND EVERY FIRST TUESDAY

1914 Walton Way   738-1526 
Tues - Fri: 10-5 Sat: 10-4

VOTED BEST CONSIGNMENT SHOP

BUYBI i
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

THANKS"!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
NEWSPAPER:
1. Locale a telephone
2. Pick up the receiver.
3. If you're on a parly line, 

make sure no one is on ihe line already.
4. Dial the numbers 8-6-0-5-4-5-5 on your 
rotary dial.
5. "When the newspaper office answers, ask 
for advertising rates and information.
6. Place an order for your ad.
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Busy gynecological practice for sale in center of fast-growing 
Gumming in North Georgia. In practice 46 years, more than 
10K charts on file. Gross revenues approximately $800K. 
Listed by 22 HMO/PPOs. Options include building and 1.4 
acres. Doctor will stay on as needed.

Quiet, Relaxed Living
Spacious 2 & 3 bedroom apartments in Augusta's most

prestigious area. Pool, patios, balconies, ample parking and
washers & dryers are just a few of our available amenities!

Discounts for MCG students & personnel!

Call today for move-in specials   733-3823

Episcopal Day School
2248 \Valton Way   Augusta, GA 30904

!!i: (706)733-1192. ..

I Building a 
Ibliindation for 

learning and for life

EDS practices * n polky

In Augusta apartments,
we're the pick of

the crop!
Marks Church Commons 
Stevens Creek Commons

APARTMENTS
www.corcoranapts.com * www.rent.net

Marks Church 
Commons

Stevens Creek 
Commons

868-0889 1868-5020
Spacious 1 & 2 bedroom suites, award-winning landscaping, clubhouse, tennis, pool, 

complimentary breakfast, on-site dry cleaning and much more

Short-term furnished apartments 
SPECIALS FOR MCG STAFF AND STUDENTS

COME BY FOR A TOUR TODAY!
Corcoran Management Company

No pets please   Equal Housing Opportunity

Congratulations!
That's what you'll be hearing left and right if 
you find your name hidden in one of our ads!

CHECK OUR HDS TO FIND OUT! 
REMEMBER: CRLL BEFORE THE FRIDAY NOOH DERDLIME!

...wherein we hide (with fiendish cleverness) the names of randomly cho 
sen students and employees one per issue then slather them with 
rewards if they manage to find their name. If your name is hidden in one 
of the advertisements in this issue, you'll score fifty dollars PLUS two 
REGAL CINEMAS movie passes! Have a great night out on us!
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one 
of the ads in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, call the Beeper business office 
(706-860-5455) before noon on Friday, the day after publication date, to claim your winnings. 3. 
IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS NOT YOURS, do not call us. Instead, memorize the name or write it 
down in case our roving Prize Patrol asks you for the name. It could happen anywhere, at any 
time! 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or employed by MCG at the time of win 
ning. 5. The publisher is not responsible for printing errors which may make the name illegible, 
or for mail or other newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more than one person has the same 
hidden name, the first person to claim the prize is the sole winner. 7. Prizes awarded to winners 
may vary from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
Name_____________ 
Address ——————————— 
MCG extension (if applicable):. 
Home phone:_________:

_ad may not contain 
an MCG extension

Category of ad (leave blank if unsure):.

AD (write one word per line, including home phone number):

.25 .50 .75

1.00 1.25 1.50

1.75 2.00 2.25

2.50 2.75 3.00

3.25 . 3.50 3.75

4.00 4.25 4.50

4.75 5.00 5.25

5.50 5.75 6.00

6.25 6.50 6.75

7.00 7.25 7.50

7.75 8.00 8.25

8.50 8.75 9.00

Copy this form or continue on additional sheet if more space needed.

Send this form with payment to: 
Graphic Advertising, PO Box 397, Augusta, GA 30903-0397

Total ad cost by number of words above: $_________
Multiply by number of times ad to run: _x_

Total submitted: $

Classified ads are 25$ per word per issue, pre-paid and non-refundable 
(payment: check or money order, payable to Graphic Advertising). Ads must

be received in writing not later than one week prior to issue date 
_ __ (publishing schedule: every other Thursday).
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Wn take care of the
customer for life.
Everything else

takes care of itself I

Our "Straight Talk" Commitment..
  Lifetime Oil Changes
• 72 Hour rtoun Policy
• Pro-Owned Factory 

Warranty Honored
• 28 Point Inspection

• 3 Mo.tV3.000 Mb 
Warranty

• Pre-Owned History 
Report Av.iabkj

• 10 Minnie Price

Gnarantee
• HasskvFree 

Purchase Process
•fUHO Price Guarantee
• NAOA Sales Certified

550 Jefferson Davis Hwy (Aiken-Augusta Hwy)
Aiken: 663-3636 Augusta: 278-2820 Toll Free: 1-800-844-6632 

wwiKhondaconofaIken.com

MCG Hospitals and Clinics 
score high in clinical care

MCG Hospitals and Clinics received top ratings in orthopedics, stroke 
treatment and pulmonary care in the fourth edition of HealthGrades 
Hospital Report Card.

HealthGrades annually analyzes the quality of care at more than 5,000 
hospitals nationwide, publicizing the results with a five-star rating system. 
Fewer than 15 percent of the hospitals receive five stars in each category. 
MCG Hospitals and Clinics' scores place it among Georgia's top five hospi 
tals for orthopedic services and top two for stroke treatment and pul 
monary care.

"[Our mission is to help] consumers make better informed health care 
choices and improve the quality of health care overall," said Sarah 
Loughran, senior vice president of HealthGrades. "The outstanding scores 
earned by MCG Hospitals.and Clinics reflect a level of excellence that 
members of the community need to know about."

HealthGrades' latest analysis is based on data collected from 1998 
through 2000 by the federal government's Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services. "The analysis produces a report card rating for per 
formance of hospitals based on the patient population of each individual 
facility," said Ms. Loughran. "By comparing actual outcomes such as mor 
tality or complications against what is expected, we can provide an accu 
rate apples-to-apples comparison of providers."

"We are very pleased to receive this commendation," said MCG Health, 
Inc. President Don Snell. "We work hard to provide our community with 
the highest level of care and this helps validate the outstanding efforts of 
our physicians and staff."

Pansy patrol

Wednesday, Oct. 17 more than 70 attended the University of Georgia's Regional 
Landscape Update seminar sponsored by the UGA Extension Service. Hosted at 
the MCG Alumni Center, the conference included live demonstrations of planting 
and pest control techniques. Attendee Kay Mills is planting Bingo mix pansies.


