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MCG United Way drive begins 
with 11.5 percent collected 

The MCG 1981 United 
Way effort kicked off with 
$7,562, or 11.5 percent, 
of the $66,000 goal al¬ 
ready reached. 

"We have had tremen¬ 
dous response from the 35 
members of the MCG advance 
giving group in getting 
the drive off to a great 
start," MCG co-chairman 
Dr. Paul Brucker says. 
The group included members 
of the central administra¬ 
tion, deans, division di¬ 
rectors, hospital admini¬ 
strators and the MCG 
United Way steering com- 
mitee. 

Pledge cards have been 
distributed to the em¬ 
ployees by the section 
volunteers and the results 
of the first week of the 
campaign will be reported 
in the next week's Beeper. 
The campaign will run 
through the month of Octo¬ 
ber. 

"The $66,000 goal is 
a challenge for the cam¬ 
pus but I'm positive we 
will surpass it," Brucker 
says.  "MCG has always 
done their part for United 
Way and this year I know 
we will do the same." Unibed Wfcy 

Talmadge given trauma center designation by EMS council 
Talmadge Hospital has 

been designated level 1 
trauma center for the 13 
county East Central Geor¬ 
gia area. 

Talmadge received the 
designation last week 
when the Facilities Des¬ 
ignation Committee of the 
East Central Georgia 
Emergency Medical Services 
Council voted 4 to 1 to 
reject a proposal sub¬ 
mitted jointly by Talmadge 
and University hospitals. 
In the EMS Council's 
Sept. 16 meeting, members 
voted to give the two hos¬ 
pitals until October 1 to 

come up with a joint pro¬ 
posal for trauma care or 
the designation would go 
to Talmadge. 

The joint proposal was 
rejected in part because 
it stated patients con¬ 
sidered trauma cases 
would be transported to 
Talmadge's trauma unit. 
While less severely in¬ 
jured patients would be 
taken to University Hos¬ 
pital.  The committee 
questioned the need for a 
joint designation if the 
trauma patients were all 
going to Talmadge anyway. 

The designation brings 

Augusta Mayor Lewis Newman presents a proclamation  to 
MCG Library  Director Tom Easier naming Oct.   9 as Medical 
Library Day  in Augusta.     The Southeast  chapter  of the 
Medical  Library Association is meeting in Augusta  this 
week  with  the meeting hosted  by MCG. 

to an apparent end a year¬ 
long struggle in which 
both hospitals sought to 
be the center for level 1 
trauma care in the area. 
Talmadge had opened its 
trauma unit on July 1 of 
this year, although no 
designation had been made. 

In September, three 
critical care specialists 
called in by the EMS coun¬ 
cil to make recommenda¬ 
tion en the location of 
a trauma center had recom¬ 
mended Talmadge Hospital 
if a joint proposal be¬ 
tween the two hospitals 
could not be worked out. 
Although the two hospitals 
had worked to submit a 
joint proposal, the Facil¬ 

ities Designation Commit¬ 
tee reported they felt 
the proposal as submitted 
did not spell out the par¬ 
ticulars necessary for 
its approval. 

During the past year, 
the EMS council first ap¬ 
proved University Hospital 
as the trauma center and 
then recinded their desig¬ 
nation in March.  In June, 
they agreed to a procedure 
for the designation which 
included bringing in three 
critical care specialists 
from outside the community 
to make their recommenda¬ 
tions.  Talmadge selected 
one. University one and 
the two specialists chose 
the third. 

Shhh! Library hosts meeting 
MCG will host the 31st 

annual meeting of the 
Southern Chapter of the 
Medical Library Association 
Oct. 8-10 at the Augusta 
Hilton Hotel. 

There will be day-long 
continuing education ses¬ 
sions and meetings of 
various groups on Thursday. 
Friday will be taken up 
with general sessions, 
several of which will be 
conducted by MCG faculty 
and staff.  On Saturday 
there will be continuing 
education courses offered 
as well as tours of the 
MCG library. 

Approximately 180 
participants are expected 
from the Southeast. 

Governor George Busbee 

has proclaimed this week 
to be Medical Library Week, 
in Georgia and Augusta 
Mayor Lewis Newman has 
proclaimed Oct. 9 as Medi¬ 
cal Library Day in Augusta 
in honor of the occasion. 

Don't get boxed in 
Save those boxes! 
In order to keep costs 

down, the Copy Center 
wants to retrieve boxes 
used to deliver paper for 
photocopying machines. 
Next time a box is emptied, 
instead of heading for the 
nearest trash can, save it 
and call the Copy Center, 
ext. 3333 or 3334, or the 
Print Shop, ext. 3575 and 
pickup will be arranged. 



Homovec protects MCG 
Bill Homovec will pro¬ 

tect us from invaders—not 
the mysterious kind from 
outer space but the innoc¬ 
uous sort hanging around 
campus laboratories in 
harmless-looking cylinders. 

Homovec is MCG's new 
biological safety officer 
and in his own words, 
"deals with all aspects of 
biological safety.  Prob¬ 
ably the most important 
thing right now," he says, 
"is the disposal of toxic 
and hazardous materials on 
campus." 

On a typical day he 
might supervise the dis¬ 
posal of ethanol, formal¬ 
dehyde and chloroform; 
if mishandled, these ma¬ 
terials could put our lives 
in serious danger. 

Pathogens, toxins, re¬ 
combinant DNA, tumor vi¬ 
ruses and animal hazards 
are used or produced on cam¬ 
pus for research.  When ex¬ 
perimentation is complete, 
these materials can't 
simply be flushed down the 
drain.  Because of federal 
regulations and safety 
guidelines, hazardous ma¬ 
terials must be disposed 
of in a proper manner, 
Homovec explains. 

Before the biosafety 
position was created, the 
institutional biosafety 

Three retire 
from MCG 

There were three re¬ 
tirements at MCG on Oct. 1. 
Euna Burns, department 
manager in anesthesiology, 
had been employed at the 
Medical College since July 
1955. 

Sallie Washington, build¬ 
ing supervisor in the 
housekeeping department, 
had worked for MCG since 
January 1971. 

Mary Newsome, clerk 
typist in procurement, had 
been employed since Sep¬ 
tember 1956. 

committee kept an eye on 
the problem and Public 
Safety transported some of 
the waste material.  Dr. 
Sherwood Reichard, commit¬ 
tee chairman, says Homovec 
will be working closely 
with the committee and 
feels this position fills 
a necessary void on campus. 

Homovec arrived at MCG 
three weeks ago and is 
operating a one-man depart¬ 
ment right now.  He has 
spent most of his time, 
thus far, developing a 
system for waste removal. 
Eventually he hopes the 
system will encompass the 
"acquisition, use and dis¬ 
posal of these materials." 

Several methods of dis¬ 
posal are available in¬ 
cluding contracting with a 
firm for the removal of 
waste to dump sites and in¬ 
cineration of some of these 
materials.  Another option, 
one he claims to favor, 
is the distillation of 
certain materials. 

"A majority of wastes 
produced here are liquid 
wastes.  If you distill it, 
you're using it.  You save 
money instead of throwing 
it away; you're cleaning 
it up and using it over 
again," he explains. 

Initially, distillation 
equipment requires a sig¬ 
nificant financial outlay, 
he says.  But in the long 
run, "it is cheaper than 
other long-term alterna¬ 
tives and eventually pays 
for itself.  My philosophy 
is that there is a finite 
number of waste dumps that 
are going to be filled 
sooner or later.  The more 
that we do now to dump 

Bill Homovec 

only the materials that 
need to be dumped, the 
better off we'll be in the 
future." 

For the present, he's 
determined to establish a 
toxic waste management 
system and has set goals 
to be met at a later date. 
"I'd like to schedule reg¬ 
ular laboratory inspec¬ 
tions," he says.  "This 
would address biological 
safety needs." 

In addition, he would 
like to develop a safety 
training program for new 
employees working with 
biohazards. 

Before his appointment 
at MCG, Homovec completed 
graduate school at the 
University of North Caro¬ 
lina and received a master 
of public health degree in 
biohazard science.  Prior 
to that, he worked three 
years as a clinical pathol¬ 
ogy technician at Wake 
Medical Center in Raleigh. 

Homovec is located in 
room 122 in the Medical 
Technology Building on 
Laney-Walker Boulevard, 
ext. 2663. 

Third floor ready and waiting 
Renovation work on the 

3rd floor of Talmadge Hos¬ 
pital has been completed. 

Three south has cleared 
all inspections and final 
inspection for 3N will be 
sometime this week. 

With the completion of 
the renovation of the unit, 
several nursing units and 
clinics have been relocated. 
7N psychiatry has moved to 
the new 32 bed unit on 3S. 
7N faculty has moved to 
3S and 3 ancillary.  The 
orthopedic clinic has 

moved to 7S and the ortho¬ 
pedic staff has moved to 
6W.  EMG labs and offices 
are now located on 3 ancil¬ 
lary and some neurology 
faculty have moved to 3N 
and 3 ancillary. 

Jim Jennings, assistant 
hospital administrator, 
says the renovation of the 
3rd floor at a cost of 
$1,527,136 marks approxi¬ 
mately the half-way mark 
in the 10 year renovation 
program of Talmadge. 

Afary Newsome was honored  for 
her 25  years of service  to 
MCG in  the Procurement Di¬ 
vision at a party last week.    New psychiatric nursing station  on  3S. 

Why invest in 
health insurance? 
Editor's note:     This  is 
the first of a nine-part 
series on health  insurance 
which will  appear weekly 
in Beeper.     To retain a 
complete report on health 
insurance,  clip and save 
this  series each week. 

Life was looking good 
for *Jason Dunbar.  He 
was switching jobs from 
one major corporation to 
another and his son was a 
state tennis champion. 

But between jobs, some¬ 
thing happened that would 
change Dunbar's life per¬ 
manently. 

His son injured his 
ankle while playing tennis. 
"Nothing serious," he was 
told.  "Just a hairline 
fracture." Not long after 
this incident, his ankle 
began to trouble him again 
and doctors began investi¬ 
gating the problem.  His 
son wasn't improving. 

Dunbar became concerned 
because during the job 
switch he failed to ac¬ 
quire a health insurance 
policy to cover his fam¬ 
ily during the interim. 
His old corporation had a 
good policy and he was 
planning to obtain cover¬ 
age at his new place of 
employment. 

Then came the bad news. 
His son had cancer.  With 
no health insurance Dunbar 
would have to pay all of 
the medical expenses, 
which would run into 
thousands of dollars, out 
of his own pocket. 

This is not a fabri¬ 
cated tale.  It is not an 
advertisement.  This is a 
true story.  It's also a 
good illustration of why 
it's important to have 
health insurance. 

"The cost of medical 
care is going up," says 
Phebe Blizzard, health 
insurance specialist in 
the Personnel Department 
at MCG.  "Health insurance 
helps protect against a 
major financial loss." 

This series will help 
employees better under¬ 
stand their health in¬ 
surance policy in order 
to derive the most bene¬ 
fits from their Blue Cross/ 
Blue Shield coverage.  In 
upcoming articles we'll 
cover who is eligible, 
what type of policies are 
available and how to sign 
up; covered services for 
inpatient care; covered 
services for outpatient, 
obstetrical, nervous and 
mental care; major medi¬ 
cal - what it is and how 
it works; what expenses 
major medical covers; 
what expenses major medi¬ 
cal doesn't cover; how to 
file a claim and a summary 
including costs of poli¬ 
cies. 

*not his real name 



Cambodian experience leaves dentist wanting to return 
Having only two and a    from the different groups    camps are nothing more      just had to treat them Having only two and a 

half weeks to prepare for 
a trip halfway around the 
world to practice dentistry 
in Cambodian refugee camps 
can be considered short 
notice, but an MCG dentist 
took such a trip last sum¬ 
mer and returned very im¬ 
pressed with the spirit 
of the refugees. 

"Any family you talked 
to had some personal story 
of hardship and anguish to 
tell," says Dr. Henry 
Williams, professor of 
restorative dentistry. 
"It took some of these peo¬ 
ple months to reach the 
camps where we were work¬ 
ing and every one of them 
had stories of relatives: 
brothers, sisters, fathers, 
mothers, sons or daughters 
who had been slaughtered 
by the Viet Cong regime." 

Williams, who worked on 
the Thailand/Cambodian 
border for a month during 
July and August, is only 
one of a large number of 
volunteers who helped the 
refugees of Southeast Asia. 
"There are volunteers from 
all over the world:  Den¬ 
mark, Holland, Austrialia 
and other countires as 
well as the United States. 
Here in the country there 
are many different groups 
who send volunteers to 
Southeast Asia.  We were 
sent over there by the 
Seventh Day Adventists 
(Williams' wife, Barbara, 
acted as his assistant in 
Cambodia).  In our camp 
there were about 14 from 
our group, 12 from a 
Baptist group and five 
Catholics.  All told, there 
were 40 or 50 of us." 

It takes quite an ef¬ 
fort to coordinate people 

Preston Lee Davidson, 
52, associate professor of 
Community Health Nursing 
and director of testing in 
the School of Nursing, died 
Sept. 29. 

Memorial services were 
held Friday at Unitarian 
Church of Augusta and the 
School of Nursing plans a 
memorial service at a 
later date. 

Mr. Davidson was a na¬ 
tive of San Angelo, Texas 
and lived in Augusta for 
13 years.  He joined MCG's 
faculty in 1968. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Ramona Powell 
Davidson; two sons, Scott 
Randle Davidson and 
Raymond Bruce Davidson; 
two daughters, Shaun Lee 
Davidson and Ann Cordelia 
Davidson, all of Augusta; 
and his mother, Lillie 
Lyons Davidson, Orange, 
Texas. 

A Preston Lee Davidson 
Memorial Fund has been 
established in the School 
of Nursing and contribu¬ 
tions may be directed to 
Dr. Joan Goldstein. 

from the different groups 
and countries and have 
them all working with these 
refugees.  Adding to the 
problem is the fact some 
of the volunteers are there 
for a month, some for six 
months and some for a year. 
Williams says the United 
Nations, which oversees 
the operation, "really does 
a good job of making sure 
the camps are staffed with 
all the comings and goings 
of the volunteers." 

4 
Dr.   Henry Williams 

"We worked at two camps, 
Kamput and Phanatnikhom, 
which are holding centers 
with between 14,000 and 
20,000 people each.  These 
are of a little higher 
quality than the first 
camps the refugees are 
brought to.  The first 

camps are nothing more 
than bamboo huts crammed 
together.  The holding 
centers, where we worked, 
are made of wood, off the 
ground and have tin roofs," 
Williams relates.  Still, 
these are not luxurious 
accommodations since each 
building in the camp houses 
10 to 15 families which 
can mean 30 to 50 people 
per building. 

The dentist, who has 
been accompanying MCG den¬ 
tal students to Central 
America as part of their 
extra-mural program for 
several summers, says there 
are several differences 
between the two experiences. 
"There seemed to be more 
opportunity to meet the 
people in Cambodia.  They 
seemed to be more willing 
to make contact with us," 
he says. 

Another difference 
Williams found was in what 
the Cambodians would let 
him do as a dentist.  "I 
would see 20 to 25 pa¬ 
tients a day and in some 
of the patients we would 
see the need for 12 to 15 
extractions at once.  The 
Cambodians would come in 
and say one tooth hurts. 
When I looked in their 
mouths, I would see they 
needed multiple extrac¬ 
tions but they would only 
allow me to pull the one 
that hurt.  The patient 
might come back into the 
clinic in two days to 
have another tooth pulled 
because it hurt, but there 
was no way to treat the 
patient holistically. We 

Ann Paten,  administrative assistant in  the Department 
of Cell  and Molecular Biology and president of the 
Georgia Association of Educational  Office Personnel 
recently presented a proclamation signed by Gov.   Busbee. 
declaring Oct.   11-17 as  "Educational  Office Personnel 
Week"  in Georgia  to  Thersia Renick,  president of the 
local  HEOPA organization. 

just had to treat them 
symptomatically. They were 
very specific about that." 

During his stay, 
Williams worked five days 
a week on a schedule that 
was set not by any posted 
list of hours but by the 
events in the camp.  "We 
would begin working about 
8:30 am and a crowd would 
gather, waiting to be 
seen.  Around 11 or 11:30, 
the crowd would begin to 
disappear because it was 
time for lunch.  They 
would begin to gather 
again around 2 pm and we 
would work like mad to 
see as many patients as 
we could because we knew 
that sessions of dance, 
drama, music and athletic 
contests began around 
4 pm.  By 4:30 you couldn't 
find a patient in the cli¬ 
nic," he says. 

Would he go back? 
"I've already sent in 

the forms saying I want 
to go back next summer," 
Williams says.  He has 
also gotten another dental 
faculty member interested 
in volunteering his time 
to help bring dental care 
to the refugee camps. 
"There is a tremendous 
need over there for this 
type of service.  These 
people have no way to take 
care of themselves except 
through the camps.  It is 
really great to help them 
because they want to be 
independent and self- 
sustaining. 

Safety seminar slated 
A class on "Safety Tips 

for Women" will be pre¬ 
sented by the Augusta 
Police Department in co¬ 
ordination with the Public 
Safety Division at 1:30 pm, 
Oct. 14 in the Small Audi¬ 
torium. 

Supervisor training set 
A supervisor training 

and development course for 
first level supervisors 
and potential supervisors 
is being conducted by the 
Personnel Division.  Two 
new classes will start on 
Nov. 3 and 5 and will con¬ 
tinue through Feb. 11. 

Supervisors who have 
employees they would like 
to schedule for this course 
should contact Chuck 
Butler, CC-139, or ext. 
3837 no later than Oct. 23. 

Biathlon scheduled 
A biathlon to benefit 

the National Kidney Foun¬ 
dation of Georgia will be 
held at Lake Olmstead at 
9:30 am Saturday, Oct. 10. 
Registration will be from 
8:30 until the start time. 

The biathlon consists 
of a 20 kilometer bike 
ride and a five kilometer 
run. 



New system thrusts MCG into computer age 
Jt's a  life or death 

situation.     The patient is 
in  critical  condition and 
must  receive  the proper 
medication in  the correct 
dosage.     The physician 
chooses  the  correct medi¬ 
cation but selects  the 
wrong dose.     It is a fatal 
mistake. 

This is a test.  Only 
a test.  For the next 30 
minutes, you the (choose 
one:  medical student, 
nurse, physician, professor, 
other) can sit behind a 
TV screen and test your 
knowledge in (pick one: 
pharmacology, histology, 
neurology, other.). 

Impossible?  Futuristic? 
No.  MCG is in the computer 
age and a new system de¬ 
veloped by Dr. Richard 
Pogue, professor of Health 
Systems and Information 
Sciences, makes this all 
possible. 

Pogue has been very 
active in the computer com¬ 
munity.  He developed a 
plan to guide the Univer¬ 
sity System of Georgia's 
computer network in the 
development and use of 
microcomputers for academic 
uses.  He serves as chair¬ 
man of the task committee 
on microcomputers for the 
University System computer 
network and as president 
of the national Health 
Education (Computer) Net¬ 
work. 

Pogue started on this 
computer aided instruction 
system (CAI) three years 
ago, developing the orig¬ 
inal on a Cyber computer. 
He converted to microcom¬ 
puter when he realized 
"this is where CAI should 
be.  It's accessible and 
cost effective." 

Indeed, microcomputer 
usage has grown tremendous¬ 

ly in the last couple of 
years.  Two years ago, 
only one or two existed on 
MCG's campus.  Today there 
are over 40 and the popu¬ 
lation continues to in¬ 
crease.  "MCG is farther 
along than anyone in the 
University System in micro¬ 
computer usage and support" 
says Pogue. 

purposes. 
Some possibilities he 

suggests: 
A neurology  student 

takes a lesson  using a 
video  tape of an actual 
patient  encounter.     The 
student's  understanding 
of key aspects of the en¬ 
counter is evaluated and 
portions of the session 

Nurse at  Talmadge checks-out CAI system on computer in 
Staff Development. 

The CAI system can be 
used as an instructional 
tool, for drill and prac¬ 
tice, as a tutorial device 
to simulate patient en¬ 
counters, simulate labora¬ 
tory situations, prepare 
students for live patient 
encounters, to evaluate a 
student's encounter with 
a patient, or for testing 

played back with specific 
instructions and  question¬ 
ing when areas of misunder¬ 
standing are  uncovered. 

Medical   students study¬ 
ing nutrition  diagnose 
and treat an  unlimited nu¬ 
mber of simulated patients, 
then  review the  treatment 
procedures. 

The possibilities are 

endless. 
"The system is intended 

to be suitable for all 
faculty regardless of 
discipline." Pogue com¬ 
ments. 

This system not only 
has potential use, it has 
been tested on over 60 
students enrolled in com¬ 
puter classes and in 
staff development at Tal¬ 
madge.  Development staff 
used the CAI system to 
establish a review and 
update program for nursing 
staff as well as testing 
procedures learned in 
orientation. 

The main asset of the 
system is that anyone who 
can read and write English 
can use it, says Pogue. 
Use of CAI is not limited 
Of computer experts.  No 
programming is involved 
and any lesson the author 
creates on this system 
will eventually be able 
run on any other system 
in any computer language. 

Certain tools are neces¬ 
sary to make this system 
a reality in someone's lab 
or classroom:  an Apple 
computer with PASCAL 
language and two disc 
drives.  Once the system 
is completed at the end 
of October, any interested 
person can bring two 
empty discettes to Pogue 
he will copy his program 
onto them, provide a 
user's manual and answer 
any questions.  In ad¬ 
dition he plans to sched¬ 
ule workshops for in¬ 
terested participants. 

"I'll teach them to 
use it then let them go 
out and do their own 
thing," he says.  "It's 
like cutting the umbili¬ 
cal cord." 

Calendar 
THURSDAY  10/8 

MCG hosts 35th Annual Meeting of Southern Chapter of 
Medical Library Association (through 10/10). 

Committee for Studies in Ethics and Medicine Fall Lec¬ 
ture Series, Jim Wall, Attorney at Law, "Legal Re¬ 
sponsibilities in Crisis Situations," noon, R & E 
Bldg, Room 3G3. 

FRIDAY  10/9 

MEDICAL LIBRARY DAY 

TUESDAY  10/13 

HEOPA Bake Sale, 11:30 am-1 pm, Student Center. 

WEDNESDAY  10/14 

"Safety Tips for Women,"1:30 pm. Small Auditorium. 

COMING EVENTS 

Distinguished Lecture Series in Nutrition - 10/15. 

1981 Medical Fair - 10/22-24. 

Curtis G. Hames Lectureship - 11/2. 

HEOPA meeting scheduled 
Sarah Coates, member of 

the National Association 
of Educational Office Per- 

For sale 
For sale:  3 BR, 2 bath, 

brick ranch in Columbia 
County.  LR, DR, den, 
fireplace, fenced yard, 
double carport.  $58,900, 
assume present mortgage. 
No realtors.  Call 
evenings, 860-6221. 

For sale 
For sale, one Volks¬ 

wagen van luggage rack in 
excellent condition.  Con¬ 
tact Sandra at ext. 2703. 

Carpool 
Want to either join or 

form a carpool from Brook- 
side West Apts.  Hours are 
from 8 am to 5pm.  Contact 
Wes Granger, ext. 3401. 

sonnel will speak at the 
October meeting of the 
Higher Education Office 
Personnel Association at 
noon Oct. 8 in dining room 
four of the Student Center. 

The "Professional Stand¬ 
ards Program" which deals 
with the certification of 
education office personnel 
will be discussed. 

All office personnel at 
MCG are invited. 

Up to 30 free photocop¬ 
ies can be made in the Ed¬ 
ucation Building beginning 
Oct 12 on a Savin 600 cop¬ 
ier set up for a two-week 
trial evaluation.  No aud- 
itron is necessary.  This 
machine is under consider¬ 
ation for upgrading some 
photocopiers on campus. 


