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Chinese medical education chief visits MCC 
Medical education in 

China has increased 
greatly over the past 
30 years, according to 
Dr. Liu Bing Xun, the 
chief of the Division of 
Higher Medical Education 
of the Ministry of Health 
in Peking, speaking to 
a group of MCG students 
last week during a two 
day visit to the Medical 
College. 

"Before liberation in 
1949, there were 53 medi¬ 
cal schools in China, 
most of them in the large 
cities.  There were some 
provinces that did not 
have one medical school," 
Dr. Liu states.  In con¬ 
trast, he cites the fact 
that there are now 116 
medical schools in the 
country, three of them 
opening in the past year. 
The distribution of the 
schools now means there 
is at least one medical 
school In each province, 
making it more convenient 
for students to attend. 

Dr. Liu is in the 
United States for several 
months learning about 
American medical schools 
and telling his hosts 
about medical education 
in China.  He explains 
that while the majority 
of the courses studied 
by Chinese medical 
students are similar to 
those of their American 
counterparts, courses 
in traditional Chinese 
medicine and traditional 
Chinese pharmacy are 
also taught. 

"Traditional Chinese 
medicine has a 2,000 

year history.  It has 
it's own medical philos¬ 
ophy.  One of the main 
policies of the Ministry 
of Health is the inter- 
grating of traditional 
Chinese medicine with 
modern medical practices," 
he says.  Dr. Liu adds 
that a combination of 
these techniques are 
used in many treatments 
in his country. 

The growth in the 
number of medical schools 
has not meant it is 
easier to enter them, 
however.  "Only about 
one tenth to one fif¬ 
teenth of the students 
that apply get into 
medical school," Dr. 
Liu states.  Once they 
enter, the majority 
undergo a five year course 
of study that includes 
a year of pre-medicine, 
a year and a half of 
pre-clinical, a year and 
a half of clinical and 
a year's internship. 
A four year program is 

offered in pharmacy and 
traditional Chinese 
pharmacy. 

During the year's 
internship, the student 
lives in the hospital to 
which he or she (Dr. Liu 
relates there are more 
women in Chinese medical 
schools than men) is 
assigned and does rota¬ 
tions in medicine, sur¬ 
gery, ob-gyn, pediatrics, 
traditional Chinese medi¬ 
cine and primary care in 
rural areas.  Once through 
medical school, "the new 
physicians are assigned 
work according to the 
needs of the state," 
according to Dr. Liu. 

In addition to the 
116 medical schools, there 
are an additional 543 
secondary medical schools 
which teach courses of 
study like medical tech¬ 
nology and dentistry. 

At the next level of 
medical care in China 
come the "barefoot doc¬ 
tors." These are young 
peasants who are trained 
for three to six months 
by mobile teams or in 
provincial hospitals. 
They are taught to treat 
between 20 and 30 common 
diseases.  "There are ' 
1.57 million of these 
'barefoot doctors' in 
China," Dr. Liu reports, 
"and an additional 3.5 
million health workers 
trained to give primary 
health care." 

All of the emphasis 
on medical education and 
medical care delivery 
has greatly benefited 
the Chinese people, Dr. 

Liu states.  "The average 
life span of a man in 
the 1940's was 29.8 years 
and the average life 
span of a woman was 38 
years," he says.  "In 
1979, a man's average 
life span was 69.5 years 
and a woman's was 72.2 
years." 

Dr. Liu reports that 
some of the problems in 
the Chinese medical ed¬ 
ucation system were 
similar to those in the 
United States.  "In both 
countries, the course of 
study is too long and is 
too expensive," he states. 

Tis the season 
at Talmadge 

Jolly old St.   Nick was  the guest of honor at Christ¬ 
mas party  given by senior nursing students from MCG 
to patients at  the Georgia  War Veteran's Nursing Home 
recently. 

Regent ivey to 
speak at MCC 

0. Torbitt Ivey, Jr., 
member of the University 
System Board of Regents, 
will speak to the School 
of Medicine Faculty 
Assembly in the Dental 
School Auditorium at 
4 p.m., Jan. 20, 1980. 

His topic will be "The 
Role of the Medical 
College in the University 
System." 

Anyone affiliated with 
MCG is invited to hear 
Ivey speak. 

The Christmas tree 
lighting will be at 2 p.m. 
Dec. 12 in the main lob¬ 
by in Sydenstricker.  The 
North Augusta brass and 
woodwind band, under the 
direction of Richard 
Brasco, will play carols 
and set the holiday mood. 

The annual Welcome 
Back Baby party will be 
from 2-4 p.m. Dec. 15 at 
the 8th floor conference 
room in Sydenstricker. 
This party is for babies 
currently or previously 
in the neo-natal unit. 
This gives parents and 
nurses a chance to see 
progress of the babies. 
Santa and his elf will 
visit. 



Epilepsy not a disease 
but a disorder symptom 

"It's like a burst of 
static on the radio 
that alters normal func¬ 
tions," says Dr. Herman 
F. Flanigin, neurosur¬ 
geon at MCG. 

He's talking about 
epilepsy.  "It's not a 
disease," he says, "but 
a symptom of disorder 
in the brain where 
there's a sudden, uncon¬ 
trolled discharge of 
impulses from brain cells 
that interferes with 
normal functions." 

How it shows up de¬ 
pends on which nerve 
cells are involved.  If 
the affected nerve cells 
are in the brain's con¬ 
sciousness structures 
then the epileptic will 
lose consciousness; if 
they are speech cells, 
the person will loose 
speech; if motor cells, 
their arms and legs will 
jerk; if the entire 
brain is affected, the 
epileptic will loose 
consciousness and jerk 
uncontrollably. 

Epilepsy can be caused 
by scarring of the brain 
tissue following an in¬ 
jury, by abnormalities, 
or by tumors. 

The majority of epi¬ 
leptic seizures can be 
controlled by medica¬ 
tion.  Eighty percent 
of victims can acquire 
partial control and 
45% have complete con¬ 
trol through medication. 
However, some epileptics 
cannot be controlled 
by medication, so these 
are the ones considered 
for surgical treatment, 
says Flanigin. 

For surgery there 
are three minimum re¬ 
quirements:  seizures 
that can't be adequately 
controlled by medica¬ 
tion; seizures must 
originate in one area 
of the brain and not 

Scholarship winner 
announced 

Robert Gregory 
Anderson has been selected 
to receive the Desiree 
Franklin Scholarship 
for the MCG School of 
Medicine class of 1984. 

A resident of Tifton, 
Anderson is a magna cum 
laude graduate of the 
University of Georgia. 
He is a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa, Omicron Delta 
Kappa and Alpha Epsilon 
Delta. 

from many points; that 
area of the brain sub¬ 
ject to seizures must 
be expendable without 
significant neurologi¬ 
cal psychological dam¬ 
age. 

Dr. Flanigin was in 
private practice in 
Tulsa and on the fac¬ 
ulty at the University 
of Arkansas before 
coming to MCG as a sur¬ 
geon to offer this 
special type of surgery 
routinely. 

Before surgery, all 
patients are surveyed by 
a complete neurological 
examination. X-ray, CT 
scan, psychological test¬ 
ing and extended EEG 
studies. 

With some patients, 
it's necessary to im¬ 
plant stainless steel 
electrodes, horse-hair 
thin, into the suspected 
seizure areas of the 
brain.  These electrodes 
record activity to de¬ 
termine with a greater 
degree of accuracy where 
the seizure originates. 

Surgery for removal 
of the abnormal area is 
performed under local 
anesthesia.  A "trap 
door" is opened in the 
skull to expose the 
area to be removed.  Elec¬ 
trical stimulation is 
given on the surface of 
the brain to map out 
areas of motor and speech 
control so these areas 
can be preserved when 
abnormal tissue is re¬ 
moved . 

After surgery, pa¬ 
tients are ambulated and 
encouraged to increase 
activities as soon as 
possible while remaining 
on medication for one or 
two years.  After that 
time, many once-severe 
epileptics may continue 
normal life without medi¬ 
cation. 

Dean of Medicine 
Fairfield Goodale con¬ 
gratulates  freshman medi¬ 
cal  student Robert 
Anderson on his selection 
for  the Desiree Franklin 
scholarship which is 
presented annually. 

Procurement asks 
for requests 

The Procurement Divi¬ 
sion requests that de¬ 
partments submit their 
departmental requests 
for Fisher Scientific 
Company to the Procure¬ 
ment Division by Dec. 
15 so they can be placed 
and received before Christ¬ 
mas. 

Fisher operators are 
on a skeleton crew dur¬ 
ing the holidays and 
deliveries will be slower. 

It would be advisable 
to place only emergency 
orders between Dec. 15 - 
Jan. 2. 

Merrill Lynch hosts 
MCG luncheon 

Merrill Lynch is 
hosting a luncheon for 
MCG personnel from noon 
until 1 p.m. Dec. 18 
at the Thunderbird Inn 
on 15th Street. 

Merrill Lynch, joint¬ 
ly with Mass. Financial 
Services, will intro¬ 
duce a new "no load" tax 
sheltered variable an¬ 
nuity that is available 
to MCG personnel. 

All interested indi¬ 
viduals who plan to at¬ 
tend should call Ron 
York at 722-3433. 

Veterans start 
fund at MCC 

Steve Garrison of the 
CSRA Veterans Foundation 
recently presented a 
check for $2,000 to 
Cheryl Wilkes, director 
of student financial aid 
at MCG, to create the 
CSRA Veterans Foundation 
Emergency Loan Fund at 
the Medical College. 

The fund will be used 
to help students with 
financial emergencies 
who are veterans or 
dependents of veterans. 
Applicants must have 
resided in the CSRA for 
at least twelve months 
prior to making applica¬ 
tion for the loan. 

Jones to work on 
immigration matters 

Joy Jones, director 
of campus activities, 
has been assigned the 
responsibility of pro¬ 
cessing and coordinat¬ 
ing immigration matters 
on campus.  She has 
written a manual out¬ 
lining the procedures 
and requirements for 
foreign students and fac¬ 
ulty.  For a copy of this 
manual, please call Ginny 
Wylie at 3186. 

Managers human 
relations course to 
be offered 

A Manager's/Super¬ 
visor's Human Relations 
Course for middle man¬ 
agers and first-level 
supervisors is being 
conducted by the Per¬ 
sonnel Division.  Two 
new classes will start 
Feb. 4 and 6 and will 
continue through May 15. 

Supervisors who have 
personnel they would 
like to schedule for 
this should contact Bill 
Stewart, CC-137, or ext. 
3837 not later than 
Jan. 16.  All first- 
level supervisors must 
first attend the Super¬ 
visory Training and 
Development Course pre¬ 
sently being conducted 
by Chuck Butler, Per¬ 
sonnel Division, before 
they can be enrolled in 
this course. 

"How to have 
problems..." 

The Augusta Area 
Mental Health Center, 
Georgia Department of 
Human Resources, will 
present a stress work¬ 
shop entitled "How to 
have problems without 
them having you" on 
Wednesday, Dec. 17 from 
7 until 10 p.m. at the 
Augusta Area Mental 
Health Center. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, call Dr. Jesse 
Lewis or Linda Peach at 
ext. 3165 for information 
or registration.  The 
cost of the workshop 
is $5. 

HCCU holiday schedule 

The Health Center 
Credit Union will close 
for the Christmas Holi¬ 
days Tuesday, Dec. 23 
and reopen Friday Jan. 
2. 

If you have not picked 
up your third quarter 
statement, please do so. 
It's not too late to 
join the Christmas Club 
or Vacation Club Pro¬ 
gram.  For information 
call ext. 2040 or come 
by Room 124, Murphy Bldg. 
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