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by Toni Baker

It’s a $1.8 million shot in the arm 
to the largest grant MCG has ever 
received.

The two-year stimulus funding, 
provided by the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009, is 
expediting two national diabetes 
research initiatives managed by 
MCG: one developing animal models 
to study diabetes complications, the 
other offering an array of sophisti-
cated animal tests and procedures to 
scientists studying a disease that can 
wreak lifelong havoc. 

“The data are growing daily. We 
average 2, 000 to 3,000 hits a week 
for each Web site,” said Dr. Richard 
A. McIndoe, associate director of 
MCG’s Center for Biotechnology and 
Genomic Medicine and manager 
of the Animal Models of Diabetic 
Complications Consortium and 

the Mouse Metabolic Phenotyping 
Centers.

Mounting interest in the initia-
tives and the huge amount of data 
they are generating – including 
more than 70 mice models – re-
quired updating computer servers to 
support the increasingly mammoth 
undertaking.

“Things were getting a little 
slow,” said Dr. McIndoe, who was 
able to secure the two-year, $1.8 
million stimulus grant to help 
speed things up. Stimulus dollars 
also are enabling him to devote a 
greater percentage of his time to the 
burgeoning projects. A half-million 
dollars supported a pilot program 
of the complication-related initia-
tive that supports the final stage 
of developing an animal model, an 
important scientific step that tends 

by  Christine Hurley Deriso

 MCG did lots of collecting in the 
month of December, and not just for 
holiday gifts.

Dozens of students, faculty and 
staff participated in nine Quality En-
hancement Plan forums last month 
to generate project ideas to enhance 
student learning.

“Some may ask why MCG is 
embarking on any new effort during 

these times of fiscal restraints and 
budget cuts,” said Dr. Shelley C. 
Mishoe, associate provost for aca-
demic strategic initiatives and QEP 
chair. “The specific answer is that 
MCG must be accredited to fulfill 
its mission, and the QEP is a core 
requirement of our accrediting body, 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools.”

The forums, which were held at 
various times and campus locations 

to optimize convenience, invited 
participants to weigh in on issues 
including:

• Technology-related ideas that 
enhance learning campuswide and 
are sustainable and measurable.

• Ideas for optimizing cultural 
competency in the educational 
experience that are sustainable and 
measurable.

• Ideas for projects and/or topics 

that encompass both technology and 
cultural competency in the educa-
tional experience.

• Identification of resources 
needed to implement a Quality 
Enhancement Plan.

• Names or catch phrases that 
cleverly and succinctly capture ideas 
for a Quality Enhancement Plan.

Recovery Act dollars 
stimulating research

QEP proposals due Jan. 22
Best ideas to enhance student learning earn $1,500

Dr. Richard McIndoe helped secure $1.8 million in stimulus grants.

See QEP, page 7

See Recovery Act, page 14P
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for  Jan. 27 issue - Jan. 20 at noon
for  Feb. 10 issue - Feb. 3 at noon

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to discover, 
disseminate, and apply knowledge to improve health and reduce the 
burden of illness on society. In realizing its mission, the Medical College 
of Georgia is committed to serving the people of Georgia, the nation and 
the world by:
•	Preparing	the	health	professional	workforce	of	the	future;
•	Conducting	research	through	programs	that	create,	disseminate	and
	 apply	new	knowledge	relevant	to	human	health;
•	Providing	exceptional,	innovative,	patient-centered	health
	 care	services;
•	Contributing	to	the	economic	development	and	well-being	of	the
 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
 research and clinical care.
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by Christine Hurley Deriso

Educational advances at MCG are 
abounding even in the face of a harsh 
economic climate.

That’s the message Interim President 
James N. Thompson delivered to students 
during a Jan. 7 State of the University Ad-
dress tailored specifically for that audience.

“I’m here to answer three questions: Is 
MCG strong? Is MCG healthy? And is MCG 
advancing its mission? The answer to all 
three is an unequivocal ‘yes,’” Dr. Thomp-
son said.

But he pulled no punches about the 
realities associated with a dramatically 
reduced budget. “Over the past 18 months, 
MCG funding has been reduced by almost 
$30 million,” he said. “We do have a 
significant financial challenge ahead. MCG 
leadership has worked very hard to ensure 
that budget reductions do not impact the 
educational environment, but we cannot 
insulate you from the challenges.”

When asked by a medical student about 
increasing costs, Dr. Thompson said, “My 
best guess is tuition will continue to rise as 
it has at all medical schools,” noting that 
MCG’s rate is in the midrange nationwide.

Bill Bowes, MCG’s chief financial officer 
and one of Dr. Thompson’s guest speakers 
during the address, emphasized that the 
overriding priority of MCG budget deci-
sions is to maintain educational excellence. 
Revenues from the recent doubling of the 
student fee – a University System of Geor-
gia directive – will be specifically targeted 
toward students, Mr. Bowes said. MCG 
also is developing a Quality Enhancement 
Plan, a requirement of MCG’s accrediting 
body, to enhance the learning experience 

campuswide.
A new student housing facility planned 

for the former Fat Man’s property is on 
hold, but Dr. Thompson and other cabinet 
members cited many examples of edu-
cational progress, including customized 
mobile applications and a continually 
upgraded technological infrastructure.

The truest indication of MCG’s educa-
tional excellence, Dr. Thompson noted, is 
the students themselves. He lauded their 
many accomplishments, including aca-
demic excellence, research contributions 
and community volunteerism. “I have been 
most impressed by the level of service I see 

among all of our students,” he said.
As the state of Georgia grapples with the 

worst economic climate since the Great De-
pression, budget challenges will continue 
to mount, Dr. Thompson said. “But, ladies 
and gentlemen, we are still here, and we’re 
continuing to turn out an excellent prod-
uct. Our product will never be obsolete: 
preparation for a health care career.

“In the three months I’ve been here, I 
could not be more impressed with what 
I’ve seen. When you chose MCG,” Dr. 
Thompson told the students, “you chose 
wisely.”

Interim president cites advances 
in educational environment

Briefs... 
    Need to Know news, events and more

Frosty key tags           
for CMC

Ten participating Wendy’s Hamburgers 
in the CSRA are selling $1 key tags that 
pay off with a free Junior Frosty during 
subsequent visits through May. Proceeds 
benefit the Children’s Medical Center.

Raffle winner
Congratulations to Dr. Denotra Gail-

lard, assistant professor of biobehavioral 
nursing, who won the Quality Enhance-
ment Program forum raffle. Dr. Gaillard 
received an Apple iPod Touch.

Moms connect
Moms Connection, a support group 

sponsored by Women’s Health to guide 
new mothers through the early stages of 
parenthood, meets every Tuesday from 
1-2 p.m. at 1225 Walton Way, room 
1010C. Babies are welcome. 

For more information: ext. 1-8283 or 
mcghealth.org

Confidential counseling
MCG’s Employee/Faculty Assistance 

Program offers up to six confidential 
counseling sessions to employees and 
their immediate family free. The sessions 
may cover any personal or work-related 
area of concern and are held at 844 
Chafee Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Beeper deadlines
For the Jan. 27 edition, deadline is Jan. 

20 at noon. For the Feb. 10 edition, dead-
line is Feb. 3 at noon. Send announce-
ments or story suggestions to beeper@
mcg.edu or contact Beeper Editor Sharron 
Walls at ext. 1-4410, FI-1042 (campus 
mail) or swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted 
to the MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing 
NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu and the Cam-
pus Events Calendar at www.calendar.
mcg.edu.

Dr. James N. Thompson

P
hi

l J
on

es
 p

ho
to



3Wednesday, January 13, 2010beeperMedical College of Georgia

by Jennifer Hilliard

Dr. Shelley Mishoe, dean of the 
School of Allied Health Sciences, has 
been named associate provost for 
academic strategic initiatives. She 
assumed her new role Jan. 1.

Dr. Mishoe recently completed a 
yearlong American Council on Edu-
cation Fellowship, which allowed 
her to work with administration at 
Wofford College in Spartanburg, 
S.C., during fall semester. ACE fel-
lowships prepare promising senior 
faculty and administrators for ad-
vancement in college and university 
administration. 

“In her new role, Dr. Mishoe will 
be responsible for shepherding new 
strategic initiatives,” said Dr. Barry 
Goldstein, senior vice president for 
academic affairs and provost. “Dr. 
Mishoe’s knowledge and experi-
ence are invaluable to MCG. Her 
familiarity with academic programs 
and her close working relationship 
with deans in all five schools will be 
keen advantages. We look forward 

to her valuable input as we move 
forward with important academic 
initiatives.”

As associate provost, Dr. Mishoe 
also will continue her role as chair 
of the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Reaffirmation 
Committee, which is responsible for 
identifying MCG’s Quality Enhance-
ment Plan.

Dr. Kent Guion, who has served 
as acting dean since July, will be in-
terim dean of allied health sciences 
until a replacement is found for Dr. 
Mishoe.  

A faculty member since 1977, she 
served as interim dean in 2001 and 
has been dean since 2002. 

As dean, she has worked with 
faculty to develop new degree pro-
grams, including master’s programs 
in public health, health informatics, 
clinical lab sciences and medical 
dosimetry. She also has upgraded 
existing programs, including the 
doctor of physical therapy and the 
master’s in physician assistant. She 
has also helped create faculty/stu-

dent exchange programs in China, 
Singapore, Peru and United Arab 
Emirates. Under her tenure, the 
school has experienced a 25 percent 
increase in enrollment and a 20 per-
cent increase in extramural funding 
through grants and contracts since 
2001.

Dr. Mishoe served as the school’s 
associate dean for academic affairs 
from 2000-2001 and prior to that, 
chaired the school’s respiratory 
therapy program from 1988-2000.

She is a fellow of the Ameri-
can Council on Education and the 
American Association for Respira-
tory Care. She is a past recipient of 
the Georgia Society of Allied Health 
Professions’ Annual Research Award 
and the American Association for 
Respiratory Care’s Practitioner and 
Delegate of the Year awards. She is 
a member of the University System 
of Georgia’s Center for Health 
Workforce Planning and Analysis 
Committee.

Dr. Mishoe named associate provost

Dr. Shelley Mishoe
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Dr. John Catravas, director of 
the Vascular Biology Center, has 
been named acting director of the 
Cancer Center following Dr. Kapil 
N. Bhalla’s decision to step down as 
founding director and focus on his 
research at MCG.

Dr. Bhalla will also step down 
from his roles as vice president for 
cancer services and clinical service 
chief at MCG Health, Inc. “I would 
like to express my gratitude to the 
faculty, staff and students of MCG 
who have generously assisted me in 
creating the successful track record 
of the MCG Cancer Center,” he said.

“The MCG Cancer Center has 
made impressive gains, including 
significant growth in research fund-
ing and expanded access to clinical 
trials for MCG patients,” MCG Inter-
im President James Thompson said. 
“We look forward to continuing the 

momentum in cancer research and 
care under Dr. Catravas’ leadership.”

Dr. Catravas also will continue di-
recting the Vascular Biology Center, 
which formed in 1995 to centralize 
research in cellular and integrated 
vascular function. Dr. Catravas is 
also the senior associate dean for 
administration in the School of 
Medicine and Regents Professor of 
pharmacology and toxicology.

“It is both a great privilege and 
responsibility to serve as acting 
director of the Cancer Center,” Dr. 
Catravas said. “I look forward to 
working with School of Medicine 
Dean Doug Miller and the center’s 
faculty, staff and students to main-
tain their momentum, continue the 
center’s growth and prepare it to 
recruit the best possible permanent 
director.”

Dr. Catravas named 
acting director of 
Cancer Center

Dr. John Catravas

P
hi

l J
on

es
 p

ho
to

FACULTY
School of Dentistry
 Charles Edward Graper
 John C. Sowell

School of Medicine
 Andrew C. Forgay

STAFF
School of Medicine
 Robin Renee Hedrick
 Yuhui Li

Georgia Correctional 
HealthCare 
 Edward Lamonte Aikens
 Angela Denise Hutchens
 Rose R. Mikell
 Dominic A. Parker
 Chenita Porter
 Martha Sue Trammell

Georgia War Veterans 
Nursing Home
 Lanelleca Michelle Calloway
 Grace Elaine Scott

Greenblatt Library
 Kimberly Marie Mears

Human Resources
 Dawn Latrell Cone

Information Technology 
Support & Services
 Leo Benjamin Maniccia
 Gary Alan Massey

Instructional Support & 
Educational Design
 Ryan David Rucker

MCG Cancer Center
 Pushpankur Ghoshal
 Sampa Ghoshal Gupta
 Kelly Michelle Robbins
 Aarti Prakash Sanglikar

MCG-UGA School of 
Medicine 
 Cherly Adele Dickson

Office of Academic 
Admissions
 Wei Li
 Patrice Javonne Wells

FAREWELL…
with thanks, to these retirees for 
their years of service:

Fannie J. Williams, patient care
 technician, 41 years
Mary L. Clifford, senior surgical
 technologist, 27 years
Vivian A. Coley, patient services
 specialist, 25 years
Sharon K. Chesnut, School of
 Allied Health Sciences, 24 years
Beverly S. Thomas, health
 information management
 services, 23 years
Mary G. Kent, food services,
 21 years
Stephen W. Scott, School of
 Medicine, 20 years
Linda Moss, School of Dentistry,
 19 years
Patricia A. Palmer, Georgia War
 Veterans Nursing Home,
 19 years

Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  
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Patricia Sodomka, senior vice 
president of Patient Family Centered 
Care for MCGHealth and director 
of the MCG Center for Patient-and 
Family-Centered Care, has been 
selected by the Georgia Hospital As-
sociation as one of its 2009 Hospital 
Heroes.

“It is an honor to be selected as a 
Hospital Hero. This is a great testa-
ment to the commitment and hard 
work of our entire team. I share 
this award with the many heroes at 
MCGHealth and MCG who collabo-
rate with our patients and families 
to provide quality patient care,” said 
Ms. Sodomka.

Ms. Sodomka receives this award 
for her accomplishments as an 
international ambassador of Patient 
Family Centered Care. Under her 
guidance, the hospital has been 

recognized nationally as a model 
for PFCC by the University Health-
System Consortium, the Institute for 
Family Centered Care and the Picker 
Institute, among others.    

She is the founding chair of 
the Georgia Hospital Association 
Partnership for Health and Account-
ability, a statewide coalition focused 
on improving quality and patient 
safety in Georgia’s hospitals. She 
has authored or co-authored nearly 
20 articles on PFCC in publica-
tions such as the Georgia Academy 
Journal and the Joint Commission 
Journal on Quality Improvement. 

Established in 2005, the Hospital 
Hero Award is given to 11 excep-
tional individuals whose leadership 
and dedication have significantly 
enhanced patient care, their organi-
zation and their community.
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Ms. Sodomka 
receives hospital 
hero award

Patricia Sodomka (left) with Tim Stack, Georgia Hospital 
Association chair

Are You Alert?
The MCG Alert System is a highly effective means 
of informing you of a campus emergency ... but 
only if we can reach you. Visit www.mcg.edu/

alert to update your contact information.

R137806•BP111109
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Makoto Yanagisawa, assistant 
professor of neurology, considers the 
three-person staff of the Interna-
tional and Postdoctoral Services 
Office to be “guardian angels” to 
MCG’s international workforce 
and postdocs. “Their efforts and 
contributions are indescribable,” he 
says. “They’ve made great improve-
ments in the visa process, postdoc 
training, English study opportunities 
and more. The staff is excellent and 
we’re lucky to have them.”

Dr. L.D. Newman, director, 
Jonathan Harwood and Saint-Paul 
Gaffney have a combined 19 years 
experience in the department, which 
helps international and postdoctoral 
employees navigate through hurdles 
that often pop up on the employ-
ment path. “We’re definitely a 
service-oriented organization,” says 
Dr. Newman. “We take care of em-
ployees. They’re people who deserve 
the best that we can give them.”

The SWELL Award spotlights 
outstanding achievement Saluting 
the Work, Excellence, Leadership 

and Lives of MCG staff, students and 
faculty who make a difference on 
and off campus.

To nominate someone for the 
SWELL Award, send a brief descrip-

tion of the nominee to Sharron 
Walls at swalls@mcg.edu of FI-1042 
(campus mail). Please include the 
nominee’s telephone number.

These guys are SWELL

Jonathan Harwood (from left), Dr. L.D. Newman and Saint-Paul 
Gaffney
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MCG is a tobacco-free campus
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Recipe Contest
Winner

receives a FREE LUNCH FOR FOUR 
delivered to her office by Choice Catering.

Kathy Kent

Lumber Jack Stew

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! 
Submit your recipe to the Beeper! 

beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

Lunch for 4 
provided by

R138969•BP011310

1 tablespoon olive oil 
6 medium white potatoes (sliced)

2 medium onions (sliced)
5 beef sausages (sliced)

1 large can basil tomatoes (or your choice)
crushed red pepper to taste

salt and pepper to taste

Heat olive oil in skillet, add potatoes, onions and sausage. Let sizzle for 
2-3 minutes, then add remaining ingredients. Let simmer until potatoes 

are tender. Serve with your favorite green salad.

Directions

choicecatering.com • 706.364.4492

Ingredients

Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE

R110214•BP081607

590 Martintown Road
North Augusta
803.278.4437

Shari 
Alexander 

706.631.4257
sharialexander@comcast.net

www.sharialexander.info
R139570•BP011310

Beautiful!
Old Home Character With 

Updated Kitchen, Hardwood 
Floors, New Paint Inside And 
Soon To Be Outside. Sunroom, 

Office, Large Baths, Guinite 
Pool, Basement With Tons Of 

Storage. So Many Extras. 
Call For Details!

Convenient to 
Fort Gordon!

Wonderful 3 Bedroom 
Home in Golf 

Community. Close to 
Fort Gordon. Offered 

at $126,900

Overlooking the 18th Green 
in Beautiful Jones Creek! 

Lot in Cul-de-sac. Would be 
perfect for Master’s Rental. 

Call for details!

Build Your Dream Home 
on this Beautiful Lot!
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Appreciating support
MCG Interim President James N. Thompson spoke at his first Presi-

dent’s Corporate Partnership Breakfast Dec. 10, expressing apprecia-
tion for the business community’s continuing economic support to 
MCG during tough times. 

President’s Corporate Partners

Accudata Mailing Solutions
Alternative Construction & Environmental Solutions Inc.
American International Movers Inc.
AT&T Corp.
Augusta Business Interiors
Augusta Capital LLC
Augusta Chronicle
Augusta Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
Augusta Data Storage 
Augusta First Bank & Trust
Augusta Marriott Hotel and Suites
Bank of America
Blanchard & Calhoun Co.
Channell Realty Co.
Cherry, Bekaert & Holland
Club Car Inc.
The Christman Co.
Community Foundation for the CSRA
Computer Masters Of Augusta
Cudos!
E-Z-GO Textron Inc.
Fatz Cafe
First Bank of Georgia
First Citizens
Georgia Bank & Trust Company of Augusta
Georgia Power Co.
GIW Industries
Gold Mech Inc
Gwen Fulcher Young & Associates
Hartley’s Uniforms
Health Center Credit Union
Herbert Homes Inc.
Jim Whitehead Tire and Auto
KAMO Janitorial Supplies & Equipment
Kuhlke Construction & Associates
Meybohm Realtors LLC
The Nutrasweet Company 
Partridge Inn
Phoenix Printing Company Inc.
Pollock Company
Queensborough National Bank & Trust Co.
R.W. Allen LLC
Savannah River Nuclear Solutions LLC
Savannah River Remediation
SCANA Energy
Serotta, Maddocks, Evans & Company
SRP Federal Credit Union
SunTrust Bank of Augusta
Taylor BMW
Thompson Building Wrecking Company Inc.
Wachovia/Wells Fargo
WJBF-TV/Channel 6
Xytex Corporation

Andy Cisseck (left) and Tijuana Jenkins of The Partridge Inn delivered three wagon loads of teddy 
bears to the Children’s Medical Center to make Christmas a little brighter for hospitalized children. 
The bears were donated by patrons of the historic hotel’s restaurant during the “Bring a Bear 
Brunches,” which where held on Sundays in December.

A Beary Merry Christmas
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Now comes the next stage of 
the QEP process: Students, faculty 
and staff are invited to formally 
submit ideas for a specific project to 
enhance student learning.

“There is no limit to the number 
of proposals that will be accepted 
for consideration and we encour-
age broad participation from across 

the campus,” Dr. Mishoe said. “The 
greater the input, the more effective 
we will be in developing and imple-
menting our institutional strategy. 
We particularly encourage proposals 
from multidisciplinary teams – for 
instance, teams representing more 
than one school. This is a cam-
puswide project, and we want the 

proposals to reflect that.”
To access the full Request for QEP 

Project Proposal document, visit 
www.mcg.edu/qep/proposal. 

Please submit proposals by Fri-
day, Jan. 22 to smishoe@mcg.edu. 
The proposals moving to the next 
stage of consideration will receive 
$1,500.

qep...from page 1

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus
2358 Washington Rd 706-736-4479 Augusta, GA

www.turnerskeyboards.com

Turner’s Keyboards
New & Used Pianos • Digital Keyboards 

• Piano Rentals • Tuning & Repair • Refinish 
& Rebuilding • We Buy Pianos 

• Fun Piano Lessons For All Ages!

R135024•BP080509

“The Turner Family Since 1955”

R139367•011310
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Photos by Phil Jones

Holiday music and more were enjoyed Dec. 8 during the MCG Arts 
Council’s Holiday Concert at the Lee Auditorium. In addition to those 
pictured, performers included Bill Bowes, vice president for finance, the 
De Capo Chamber Players and the MCG Chorus. The next Tuesday Noon 
Performing Live concert will be Feb. 16.

A holiday concert

Jamie Rowe (left) and Darin Wingrove, mail clerks with 

Materials Management, performed music from Lifehouse 

and The Fray.

Sisters Anne Inglett, patient accounting supervisor (left), Stephanie 
Crawford, clerkship program coordinator and Kathy McClellan from 
First Bank of Georgia, sang spiritual songs.

Andrew White, 
School of 
Medicine 
Class of 2013, 
performed 
traditional 
Christmas 
carols.

Nadia Nabavi, School of Medicine Class of 2013, gave a reading of an original poem, “Dream.”
Monica Meyer, laboratory animal services (center) and Rhea-Beth Markowitz, coordinator 

of special academic initiatives, were accompanied by Andy Reid, ITSS support specialist, 

as they explained the meaning of Hanukkah. 
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Morning climb

At the break of day, a crane operator commutes to his office in 
the sky at the School of Dentistry  construction site.

P
hi

l J
on

es
 p

ho
to

by Jennifer Hilliard

The Rev. James M. Lawson, a 
pastor and civil rights leader who 
worked with Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., will be the guest speaker 
at an annual celebration service 
of Dr. King’s work. The event, 
hosted by Augusta State Univer-
sity, Augusta Technical College, 
the Medical College of Georgia 
and Paine College, will be at noon 
Friday, Jan. 15, at Paine’s Gilbert-
Lambuth Memorial Chapel. 

The Rev. Lawson was a gradu-
ate student in Ohio when he met 
Dr. King, who urged him to move 
to Nashville, Tenn., and conduct 
nonviolence training workshops 
for the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference. The Rev. Lawson 
trained many future leaders of the 

Civil Rights Movement, includ-
ing Marion Barry, James Bevel, 
Bernard LaFayette and John Lewis. 
In 1959 and 1960 these and other 
Lawson-trained activists launched 
the Nashville sit-ins to challenge 
segregation in downtown stores. 
His students also played lead-
ing roles in the Freedom Rides, 
the 1963 March on Washington, 
the 1963 Birmingham Children’s 
Crusade, the 1965 Selma Voting 
Rights Movement and the 1966 
Chicago Open Housing Movement.

The Rev. Lawson became pastor 
of Centenary Methodist Church in 
Memphis, Tenn. in 1962. In 1968, 
he chaired the strike committee to 
advocate higher wages and union 
recognition after two black sanita-
tion workers were accidentally 
crushed to death. The Rev. Law-

son invited Dr. King to Memphis 
to dramatize their struggle, where 
he delivered his famous “Moun-
taintop” speech on April 3, 1968, 
the day before his assassination.

The Rev. Lawson pastored 
Holman United Methodist Church 
in Los Angeles until his retire-
ment in 1999. He continues to 
promote nonviolent activism in 
causes such as immigrant rights, 
opposition to the war in Iraq and 
wage parity. He received the 2004 
Community of Christ International 
Peace Award.

In addition to remarks by the 
Rev. Lawson, the service will 
feature performances by choruses 
from Augusta State, MCG and 
Paine. For more information, call 
Paine College at 706-821-8298. 

Pastor to speak at MLK service
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The following courses are offered free to MCG employees through the Division of Human Resources’ training 
and education department. To view class descriptions and register online, visit www.mcg.edu/hr/training. All 
classes are held in room 1151 of the Annex unless otherwise noted. For more information, contact Joel Smith, ext. 
1-0343.

February
Feb. 2 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Certificate Series Module 1:
   Six Cardinal Rules of Customer Service
Feb. 3 8:30-11:30 a.m. Interviewing: Tips for Employees
Feb. 3 2-4 p.m. Effort Reporting and Cost Sharing
Feb. 4 9-11:30 a.m. Leadership Skills
Feb. 4 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Certificate Series Module 2:
   Five Forbidden Phrases
Feb. 5 9-11 a.m. Effective Delegation
Feb. 5 2-4 p.m. Customer Service: How to Handle the Foreign Accent
Feb. 8 8:30-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG
Feb. 8 2-3:30 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials: Delivered Reports
Feb. 9 9-10:30 a.m. P-Card: Orientation
Feb. 9 9-10:30 a.m. Travel Training 101 (Location: Health Sciences Bldg 1222)
Feb. 9 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Certificate Series Module 3:
   Basic Telephone Skills
Feb. 10 10 a.m.-noon Web Publishing at MCG
Feb. 10 2-4:30 p.m. Supervising People
Feb. 11 9 a.m.-noon Completing a Grants.gov Application
Feb. 11 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Certificate Series Module 4:
   Keys to a Positive Mental Attitude
Feb. 12 9-11 a.m. Succession Planning
Feb. 12 2-3:00 p.m. Cost Transfer
Feb. 16 9-10:30 a.m. P-Card: Works Payment Manager
Feb. 16 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Certificate Series Module 5:
   Essential Elements of Internal Customer Service
Feb. 17 8:30-10:30 a.m. PeopleSoft Financials: Basic Navigation
Feb. 17 10:30-11:30 a.m. PeopleSoft Financials: Requisition
Feb. 17 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials: Sponsored Project Management
Feb. 17 2-4 p.m. Time Management
Feb. 18 9-10:30 a.m. Controller’s Division Information Series Module 2:
   Disbursement Control Training Overview (Part 2)
Feb. 18 2-4 p.m. Dynamics of Effective Communication within Diverse Work Groups
Feb. 19 8:30-11:30 a.m. Punctuation Refresher
Feb. 22 8:30-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG
Feb. 23 9-10:30 a.m. P-Card: Renewal/Refresher
Feb. 23 1-4 p.m. ePAR: Training
Feb. 24 9 a.m.-noon PeopleSoft Financials: Advanced Query
Feb. 24 noon-1 p.m. Wellness Wednesday Lunch and Learn:
   10 Exercises You Can Do At Your Desk
Feb. 24 1-4 p.m. Resume Writing
Feb. 25 9-11 a.m. Meeting Essentials
Feb. 25 2-4:30 p.m. Resolving Conflict
Feb. 26 8:30-11:30 a.m. Focus on Grammar
Feb. 26 2-4 p.m. Customer Service: Treating Every Caller as a Welcome Guest

Registration guidelines

•	Class	sizes	are	limited	and	filled	on	a	first-come	basis.
•	Complete	and	submit	one	registration	form	per	class.	Forms	are	available	at	www.mcg.edu/hr/training.
•	Register	at	least	one	to	two	weeks	prior	to	the	scheduled	training	date.
•	Registration	forms	received	after	a	class	is	filled	are	put	on	a	waiting	list.	Waiting-list	registrants	are	notified
 of vacancies and moved into the classes as cancellations are received.

Learning Curve Dino roar

Who’s afraid of a big bad dinosaur? Liam Sample, 5, crawls 
through the tunnel of one of the dinosaur-themed amusement 
structures at the new indoor playground that recently opened 
at the Children’s Medical Center. Funds for the playground 
came from donations to the Children’s Miracle Network.
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on 15th Street 
across from the MCG Annex

(706)724-3302 We
Deliver!
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Value Meals!
Starting At

$499Including A 1 Topping 
Personal Pan Pizza, 

3 Breadsticks & A Drink

Meat Lovers, Veggie Lovers, Supreme $549

• Pizza • Pasta • Wings 
• P’Zones • Lunch Buffet
• Sandwiches

Fagan Cabinet 
Refacing

Making Kitchens Beautiful For Two Generations!
(706) 829-2452 Aiken (803) 761-1503

www.RobFagan.com R139532•BP011310

Questions
about the flu? 

Visit www.mcg.
edu/flu
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Five MCGHealth physicians have 
been included in the fifth edition of 
America’s Top Doctors for Cancer, a 
patient reference guide that identi-
fies the nation’s most outstanding 
cancer physicians. The guide was 
prepared by Castle Connolly Medical 
Ltd., which follows an extensive 
screening process and a careful 
examination by a doctor-directed 
research team. It contains detailed 
profiles of more than 2,200 of 
America’s leading cancer specialists 

across more than 40 medical special-
ties. 

The five physicians selected are:
Dr. Sharad A. Ghamande, gyne-

cology/oncology. Dr. Ghamande is 
professor of obstetrics and gynecol-
ogy and chief of the Section of Gy-
necologic Oncology. His clinical and 
research interests include ovarian 
cancer, cervix cancer and chemo-
therapy trials.

Dr. Anand P. Jillella, hematol-
ogy/oncology. Dr. Jillella is professor 

of medicine and chief of the Divi-
sion of Hematology/Oncology and 
Bone Marrow Transplantation. His 
areas of study and practice include 
bone marrow transplantation, leuke-
mia, lymphoma, multiple myeloma 
and blood-related cancers.

Dr. David Scott Lind, surgical 
oncology. Dr. Lind is professor of 
medicine, chief of the Section of 
Surgical Oncology and the Jarrell 
Distinguished Chair in Surgical 
Oncology. His clinical and research 

interests are in breast cancer.
Dr. David J. Terris, otolaryngolo-

gy-head and neck surgery. Dr. Terris 
is professor, department chair and 
Porubsky Distinguished Chair in 
the Department of Otolaryngology. 
His clinical interests are minimally 
invasive thyroid and parathyroid 
surgery. His research focuses on 
surgical techniques for thyroid and 
parathyroid tumors. 

Dr. Martha K. Terris, urology. 
Dr. Terris is chief of the Section of 

Urology at the Augusta Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center and profes-
sor of urology at MCG. Her research 
interests include prostate biopsy 
techniques, prostate cancer risk 
factors, bladder cancer risk factors, 
nutritional therapies for prostate 
cancer and new imaging techniques 
for urologic cancers. 

MCG physicians selected as top doctors for cancer
Dr. Ghamande Dr. Jillella Dr. Lind Dr. Terris Dr. Terris

Got a Pet?
Tell the

Pet Gazette
beeper@mcg.edu
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630 Edgefield Road • North Augusta • 803.819.9767
Machell Mims • Broker-In-Charge • Licensed in GA & SC

Right Home! Right Price! Wright Agent!
www.wright-realestateagency.com • wrightrealestate@bellsouth.net

R139567•BP011310

Grovetown! Ready To Move In!
All appliances included!

Seller will pay up to $4,000 towards closing.
Call Cinthya at 803-646-9564.

NEW CONSTRUCTION - Gorgeous 3BR/2BA, in 
the heart of North Augusta! Open floor plan with 
Bamboo flooring, cherry cabinets, SS appls, 2-car 

garage, privacy fence, and much much more! 
Call Carolyn at 803-634-4000.

Great For Investor or First-Time Buyer!
Seller will pay up to $2,000 towards closing.

3BR,1BA.  Apt. in rear - 1BR/1BA
Call Cinthya 803-646-9564.

Move-In Condition! 
Spacious 4 BR, 3BA home on 5 acres 
in Graniteville, SC for only $149,900. 
Call Carolyn today at 803-634-4000. 

Two Master Bedrooms!
4BR, 3BA on low traffic street in N. Augusta.

Call Carolyn 803-634-4000.

Quiet Country Living!
4BR, 2BA for only $89,900!

Call Carolyn at 803-634-4000.

Reduced to $149,500!

Personal Residence 
or Investment

LOTS OF 
LOTS!

New homes built by MLTO Construction 
$95,000 & up! Call Carolyn 803-634-4000.

New Listing Taylor Pond Rd.
Lots 37 & 39

Each sold as a package deal seller/builder 
to build home on lot. Call for details!

4BR, 2BA brick home in Augusta.
Large corner lot, fenced yard!

Call Carolyn today at 803-634-4000.

Only $69,900!

SOLD
ONLY $129,900
$2,000 To Buyer
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Send news of accomplishments 
to Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at 
swalls@mcg.edu.

Dr. Gregory G. Passmore, as-
sociate professor in the Department 
of Biomedical and Radiological 
Technologies, has been appointed 
interim chair of the department.

Also, School of Allied Health 
Sciences Dean Emeritus Biagio 
J. Vericella has been appointed 
interim chair of the school’s Depart-
ment of Health Informatics.

Dr. Passmore joined the faculty in 
1990 as an instructor of radiologic 
technologies. He previously served 
as director and clinical coordinator 
of the nuclear medicine technol-
ogy program, a program within 
the Department of Biomedical and 
Radiological Technologies. 

He received the 2001 MCG Faculty 
Development Institute Award and a 
Governor’s Teaching Fellowship. He 
is an editorial review board member 
for the journal, Medical Principles 
and Practice, and a former editor 
of Radiologic Science and Educa-
tion. He is a director on the Nuclear 
Medicine Technology Certification 
Board, one of two national certifica-
tion bodies for nuclear medicine 
technology.

Dr. Vericella joined the faculty 
in 1973 as an assistant professor of 
allied health education with a joint 
appointment in the School of Gradu-
ate Studies. He served as dean of 
the School of Allied Health Sciences 
from 1988-2001 before retiring.  

Dr. Vericella received the 2001 
Outstanding Faculty Award from the 
School of Allied Health Sciences and 
numerous awards from professional 
and service organizations including 
United Way, the American Society of 
Allied Health Professions, the Geor-
gia Society of Occupational Therapy 
and the Georgia Sertoma Club. A 
scholarship in his name is presented 
annually to a senior in the School of 
Allied Health Sciences.  

More than 70 nursing students 
who have completed their program 
since May received a certificate of 
recognition at the School of Nurs-
ing’s third annual fall convocation 
Dec. 11. Four scholarships and three 

awards were awarded to outstanding 
students.

Junior nursing anesthesia student 
Maegan Brass and senior Taushera 
Westbrook received the Georgia 
Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
Student Award.

Ms. Westbrook also received the 
Nursing Anesthesia Program Direc-
tor’s Award for excelling in academ-
ics, clinical practice, contributions 
to the profession and community 
service. 

Sandra Inglett, a student in the 
Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing 
program, received the Mary Allen 
Lindsey Branan Graduate Nursing 
Scholarship for research excellence.

Caroline McKinnon, a student in 
the Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing 
program, received the Dr. and Mrs. 
David Jerram Scholarship for aca-
demic excellence and involvement 
in professional organizations.

Danielle Pfleger, a Clinical Nurse 
Leader Program student at the 
MCG School of Nursing at Athens, 
received the Emily Flanders Nairn 
Endowment for addiction-related 
research.

Junior nursing student Ann 
Adeleke received the Otto and Mar-
guerite Mertins Memorial Scholar-
ship for an outstanding undergradu-
ate.

Dr. Deidre Crocker, a first-year 
fellow in allergy-immunology, gave 
an oral abstract presentation at 
the XXI World Allergy Congress in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. Dr. Crocker 
reported on asthma deaths in the 
Augusta area.

Dr. Stilianos E. Kountakis, vice 
chair of the Department of Otolar-
yngology-Head and Neck Surgery in 
the School of Medicine and director 
of the Georgia Sinus Center, has 
been elected president of the Ameri-
can Rhinologic Society.

Dr. Lawrence C. Layman, profes-
sor and chief of the Section of Re-
productive Endocrinology, Infertility 
and Genetics in the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, has been 
appointed to the editorial board of 
the Journal of Clinical Endocrinology 
& Metabolism. 

Dr. Gina Piazza, assistant profes-
sor of emergency medicine, has 
received a one-year Emergency Care 
Coordination Center fellowship with 
the American College of Emergency 
Physicians/Department of Health 
and Human Services, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness 
and Response in Washington, D.C., 
to work on emergency medicine 
health care policy.

Lillian Samundsen, purchas-
ing card coordinator in materials 
management, has obtained Certi-
fied Purchasing Card Professional 
certification. The CPCP credential is 
awarded to purchasing professionals 
with demonstrated experience and 
understanding of purchasing card 
programs by the National Associa-
tion of Purchasing Card Profession-
als. 

Katy Slagle, an instructor of 
biobehavioral nursing, received a 

Poster of Distinction award at the 
Association of Pediatric Gastroenter-
ology and Nutrition Nurses meeting 
in November in Washington, D.C., 
for her poster, “Treatment of Eo-
sinophilic Esophagitis: Swallowed 
Flonase…A Novel Approach.” 

Dr. David Terris, Porubsky 
Professor and chair of the Depart-
ment of Otolaryngology, has been 
appointed to a two-year term on the 
editorial board of Otolaryngology-
Head and Neck Surgery. 

Obituaries

The MCG community extends con-
dolences to the friends and family of:

Betty A. Wise, 74, a retired 
nurse, who died Nov. 15. She was 
with MCG from 1972-95.

Lucy Duford, 87, a retired admin-
istrative secretary, who died Dec. 3. 

She worked for MCG from 1974-84.

Marion Linder, 60, a long-time 
supporter of the Children’s Medical 
Center, who died Dec. 12. She was 
the wife of Dr. Charles Linder, a 
retired professor of pediatrics.

Dorothy McCrary, 77, a retired 
sterile supply specialist, who died 
Dec. 13. She worked for MCG from 
1966-95.

Kenneth Wise, 55, a facilities 
maintenance specialist in Plant Engi-
neering, who died Dec. 17. He had 
been with MCG since 2002.

Louella Dooley, 69, a retired 
nursing assistant, who died Dec. 18. 
She was with MCG from 1974-2000.

Robert Snyder II, 67, who died 
Dec. 23. He was the husband of 
Heidemarie Snyder, a retiree from 
the School of Medicine.

Newsmakers

Dr. Kountakis Dr. Layman Dr. Passmore Dr. VericellaDr. Piazza Ms. Samundsen

R128981•BP020409
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Periodic reports of crime-related 
news on campus are posted in com-
pliance with federal, state and local 
laws to maximize campus safety 
and awareness. To report crimes, 
suspicious activity or information 
regarding reported incident(s), call 
the MCG Public Safety Department 
at ext. 1-2911 or 2911 from a cellular 
phone.

Drug violation
On Dec. 20, MCGHealth Medi-

cal Center Emergency Department 
staff found three white pills, which 
tested positive for Methadone, and 
two vials of an unknown liquid on a 
patient that was found unresponsive 
after he was observed tampering 
with his IV. A warrant was issued 
for felony possession of a controlled 
substance. The subject’s arrest is 

pending his release from the hos-
pital.

Entering a vehicle
On Dec. 24, three men were 

observed breaking the window of 
a vehicle parked in MCGHealth 
Parking Deck 21 and were detained 
after fleeing into the MCG ER. One 
suspect was arrested and charged 

with felony entering an automobile 
and booked into the Richmond 
County Jail. The other two sus-
pects were issued criminal trespass 
warnings and released.  

Aggravated assault 
off-campus

On Jan. 1, an aggravated assault 

occurred in the Kroger parking lot, 
adjacent to MCGHealth Parking Lot 
55. The suspect confronted the vic-
tim, a fight ensued and the victim 
was stabbed several times with a 
pocket knife. The victim was trans-
ported to the MCG Emergency Room 
for medical treatment. Anyone 
with information about this incident 
should contact the Richmond Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office at 706-821-1010.

Campus Beat

ACROSS
  1. Coxae
  5. Number of parietal bones in the cranium
  8. Russia’s __ Mountains
  9. Simple card game
10. Acute illness that causes liver inflammation
14. Common emetic
15. Unit of liq. capacity
17. Telencephala
21. Everybody
22. Suffix for spirit or event
23. Marked by simplicity and frugality
28. PBS’s “Science Guy”
29. Shoulder-to-elbow connectors
31. Thin-walled tracheal branch
35. First __
36. __ about; approximately
37. Word with club, hammer or mallet
38. Dosage amts. to swallow, often

DOWN
  1. “What’d you say?”
  2. Wrath 
  3. Minor duodenal __; accessory pancreatic duct opening
  4. Swat
  5. Bis
  6. Existed
  7. Sphere
11. Police investigator, for short
12. Recommendation for a sprain
13. Coal __; psoriasis treatment
15. Simethicone target
16. Matterhorn or Weisshorn
18. Metatarsophalangeal joint problems
19. Word with beta or gamma
20. Stein contents
24. __ Island
25. Wine cask
26. Jeep maker, once: abbr.
27. Biblical bk.
30. Public disturbance
31. Flying mammal
32. Atlantic resort, for short
33. Cut off
34. Trauma ctrs.

beeper 
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not to attract National Institutes of 
Health dollars. Remaining stimulus 
dollars will fund equipment and 
personnel at the mouse metabolic 
phenotyping centers at Case West-
ern Reserve University, University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical 
Center and Yale University School of 
Medicine. 

All told, MCG has secured 28 
stimulus grants totaling $8.1 mil-
lion. Dr. McIndoe’s stimulus grant 
supplements his $15 million NIH 
grant to support the Coordinating 
and Bioinformatics Units for the two 
initiatives.

It’s the kind of math MCG of-
ficials like to hear. “The stimulus 
funding is an essential bridge for 
MCG and other research-intensive 
universities in fiscal year 2010,” said 
Dr. Doug Miller, senior vice presi-
dent for health affairs and School 
of Medicine dean. “It connects a 
recently flat NIH budget in fiscal 
year 2009 to a bigger NIH budget in 
2011. It also bridges our successful 
MCG research programs by keeping 
teams of scientists who are working 
on important health discoveries fully 
employed.”

MCG’s extramural research 
funding has increased 33 percent 
during six years of essentially flat 
NIH budgets, according to Dr. Frank 
Treiber, vice president for research 
development. “In fiscal year 2008 
we showed a 13 percent growth and 

last year we showed a 14 percent 
increase for a record $83.8 million, 
including a 30 percent increase in 
NIH funding.”

Extramural funding in the first 
quarter of fiscal 2010 is already 6.5 
percent higher than that of the same 
period in fiscal 2009, with stimulus 
funds contributing significantly to 
the strong first quarter.

The boost is important from an 

economic perspective as well since 
Georgia’s academic health centers, 
such as MCG, pump $10.9 billion 
into the state’s economy annu-
ally and employ more than 81,000 
people, Dr. Miller added.

Stimulus dollars also are helping 
Dr. Arun Sreekumar in MCG’s Can-
cer Center employ some innovative 
measures to determine the pathways 
of prostate cells and the missteps 

they take to become cancer. The 
comprehensive look should lead to 
better detection and treatment plan-
ning for the disease. For instance, 
no treatment may be the best 
treatment when the disease is slow 
growing and appears later in life.

Drs. Sreekumar and George 
Michailidis, a bioinformatics expert 
at the University of Michigan, want 
to develop the computational tools 
that will enable them to compare 
the ton of data they already have 
from 42 men with healthy pros-
tates or more benign and aggres-
sive forms of prostate cancer. Data 
include the genes involved, the 
proteins the genes make and the 
metabolites, which suggest which 
proteins were active. Previously, 
scientists have had snippets of one 
of more of these compartments, but 
Dr. Sreekumar and others believe 
a comprehensive look is needed to 
get a clear picture of prostate cancer 
progression. 

“There is a lot of crosstalk be-
tween genes, proteins and metabo-

lites,” he said. “They act not only 
independently, they also affect each 
other. It’s like an industry,” he said. 
“You don’t want to look at the cell 
from only one angle. You are really 
trying to understand the cell, the 
way it is functioning. When the 
situation is this complex, you really 
can’t do it any other way.” 

That means ensuring they are 
comparing apples to apples. “You 
have to (determine) a common iden-
tifier, so we can say, ‘Yes this protein 
can be compared to this gene,’ or 
‘This metabolite can be compared to 
this protein,’” Dr. Sreekumar said. 

These head-on comparisons 
should also help scientists identify 
the most significant missteps, likely 
the best targets for new therapies.

recovery act...from page 1

Dr. Arun Sreekumar’s research benefits from stimulus dollars.
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got news?
beeper@mcg.edu
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To Place A Classifi ed Ad,
call 803-279-2793 & ask for “Richardene.”

Or e-mail: rbaskett@northaugustastar.com
Rates: 25 cents per word.

Congratulations!

Is your name in this issue?
Check our ads to fi nd out! 

And remember e-mail: beepercontests@aikenstandard.com
by the Friday at noon deadline.

Maria Swires found her name hidden in the 
HCCU ad on back page of our last issue.

HIDDEN NAME CONTEST
We hide the names of randomly chosen students & employees - 

one per issue. If your name is hidden in one of the advertisements 
in this issue, you’ll score our Beeper gift package: a gift certifi cate 
to Amici Italian Cafe & Top Notch Car Wash plus movie passes to 

Evans 20 Theatre compliments of Health Center Credit Union!
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one of the ads 

in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, e-mail us; (beepercontests@aikenstandard.com) 
before noon on Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 

FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not enter. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or employed by 
MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is responsible for printing errors 

which make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more 
than one person has the same name, the fi rst person to claim the prize is the winner. 7. Prize awarded to 

winners may vary from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

Crossword
Solution

Suduko
Solution

Word Search
Solution

DOUGLASVILLE 
OFFICE  SPACE

Excellent location for
Dental Office

½ Mile from I-20.
$1600/mo

2400sf Avail. June 1.
770-851-1444 or

e_hattaway@bell-
south.nete_hatt-

away@bellsouth.net

MUST SELL  queen
EURO-PILLOWTOP-

MUST mattress & foun-
dation, new in wrapper,
can deliver. $139. Holly-

wood frame, $45. 
706-733-5339

BRAND NEW King mat-
tress set,  pillow top

comfort, in factory plas-
tic, only $245. 
Can deliver. 

706-737-6331

Double pillow top mat-
tress set, NEW!!! Never
used set, w/warranty.

Can Del. $125. Twin size
mattress set. $100. 

706-736-3811

Micro fiber sofa and ta-
bles-4 pieces BRAND

NEW!! Solid wood frame.
Mfg. Warr . $375 

706-733-5339

QUEEN bedroom suite,
includes bed, dresser,
mirror, and nightstand,
brand new, can deliver.

$390 706-737-6331

535 Houses
For Rent

445 Furniture
515

Commercial
Property For
Rent

535 Houses
For Rent

2 to 5 Bedrooms, All Areas
Long and Short Term
McBride Realty, Inc.

706-868-1005
www.mcbriderealty.us

Subscribe to
Need To Know 

Daily Digest
my.mcg.edu
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Send photos and stories about your pets to 
Sharron Walls at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette

“I’m Heidi. I am almost two years old. I met my dad on Aug. 8, 
2008, just as he was leaving the Szechuan Garden restaurant on 
Walton Way near MCG. I had been living on the street for some 
time and didn’t look so good or feel so well. I guess he must have 
fallen for my big brown eyes, because the next thing I knew, it was 
off to the veterinarian, then medicine, food, rest and exercise. It 
wasn’t long before I was feeling great!

“It has taken a while to properly train my mom and dad. Now, 
they walk or run with me every day. I get to go to daycare when 
they’re both busy, and I get lots of pets and love. I have five cat 
brothers and sisters. They are kind of neat and we get along well. I 
go to the Augusta Bark Park almost every weekend to play. I hope I 
see you there sometime soon.” 

Editor’s note: Heidi’s dad is Charles Nawrot, associate vice presi-
dent of technology transfer and economic development in the School 
of Medicine.
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La Maison on Telfair
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