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Wehave had such an exciting
year that I want to share a few
highlights.

One of our most noteworthy
successes was establishing the
Comprehensive Care Clinic in August
2006, with the first participating senior
class graduating this past spring. The
clinic, including its new AxiUm operation
and digital radiography system, enhances
students’ experience and productivity,
especially of fixed restorative procedures.
Patient, faculty, student and staff
satisfaction is high, and our students are
better prepared for their professional
careers. This program, part of the
Department of General Dentistry, was
developed following a two-year planning
process that culminated in the successful
launch of one of the most significant
curricular changes in the history of the
School of Dentistry.

We were fortunate this year to initiate
an Advanced Education in General
Dentistry program and to reorganize and
expand our diagnosis department, now
called the Department of Oral Health
and Diagnostic Sciences.

As regional leaders in student
research, our students and residents
presented their work at national and
international meetings and were
recognized by winning or placing near the
top of numerous research competitions.
In addition, we have students in
leadership positions on the MCG
campus, as well as within the Student
National Dental Association and
American Student Dental Association.

Our students have also recognized
the importance of oral health advocacy.
For the last two years, freshmen have had
100 percent membership in the Georgia
Dental Association Political Action
Committee. The GDA generously
provides informative lunches for
students, and the organization plans to
host our students for a day at the state
Capitol to familiarize them with the
legislative process. The students have
asked that this special day be named for
Dr. John Freihaut, our friend and
supporter who passed away recently
following a long illness.
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Students have also been extraordinarily generous to

the school. The Classes of 2010 and 2011 have given

donations and pledges to the building fund and scholarships

totaling nearly $25,000! Their commitment to the future

of dentistry and to MCG sets a wonderful example

for future classes and alumni.

–Dean Connie Drisko

“

”

Fundraisers have been organized by
our students to serve patients who need
our help to participate in the student
clinic program. The “Give a Smile”
program established by the Class of 2007
has been adopted by current students.
They recently awarded their first grants to
patients of the dental school predoctoral
program who could not afford all of the
dental treatment they needed. The
students have been busy with fundraising
activities to build the corpus of the fund
so grants will be available for future
patients in need.

Students have also been
extraordinarily generous to the school.
The Classes of 2010 and 2011 have given
donations and pledges to the building
fund and scholarships totaling nearly
$25,000! Their commitment to the
future of dentistry and to MCG sets a
wonderful example for future classes and
alumni. Recently, SNDA’s MCG chapter
held fundraisers to support a scholarship
in the name of one of our most
prominent alumni, the late Dr. Jimmy
Walker. How proud Jimmy would have
been that this generation of dental
students is following in his footsteps,
relieving the burden of student debt for
deserving and talented students!

Support for the new school and the
building fund has also grown. We want
to recognize all who have given so
generously, including Dr. Ed and Lorraine
Green, featured in this edition ofWord of
Mouth. We are very grateful for their
leadership and support in helping us
achieve our goal of a new educational
facility for future dental and dental
hygiene students and residents.

The generosity of one of our donors
has been especially noteworthy in these
last few months. Our lifelong friend and
Emory alumnus, Dr. Emile Fisher, has
been honored with one of MCG’s highest
awards, the Vessel of Life, for his
longstanding support of the School of
Dentistry. His compassion for students
and their needs will be remembered for
generations, as his generosity has been
extended to hundreds for over four
decades.

There are so many highlights and
successes from this past year that I could
write a short book, but my space here
is limited. So, we’ve included an annual
report summary in this edition, along
with details of the accomplishments I’ve
cited. Thank you for helping make 2007
one of our best years ever!
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dr. fisher receives

Vessel of Life Award
he Medical College of Georgia has presented its 2007
Vessel of Life Award to Dr. Emile T. Fisher, an Atlanta
periodontist and a clinical faculty member in the MCG
School of Dentistry.

President Daniel W. Rahn presented the award, which
honors professional achievement and contributions to society
that enhance MCG’s mission of education, research and
service, at the annual President’s Dinner.

Dr. Fisher’s involvement with MCG began when he struck
up a friendship with founding School of Dentistry Dean
Judson C. Hickey in the mid-’60s. Dr. Hickey was trying to
cultivate statewide support for the fledgling dental school, and
he had his work cut out for him.
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For many years, Dr. Fisher has also funded
scholarships at Wake Forest University,
East Carolina University, Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, Emory University and
Morehouse College.

Dr. Fisher is a charter member of the
Milton Antony Guild, MCG’s recognition
society that honors donors who include the
institution in their estate planning.

Jennifer Hilliard

“There was a lot of opposition throughout
Georgia to opening a dental school in Augusta,
so Dean Hickey was going all over the state
trying to make friends and convince people
that he was just doing his job; it was the state
legislature that voted to start a new dental
school,” says Dr. Fisher.

Struck by Dr. Hickey’s persistence and
optimism, the two became allies.

“We became great friends,” Dr. Fisher says
of his support for the dean and his vision of a
state-supported dental school. “Tuition had
become so expensive at private universities.
Georgians desperately needed more dentists
from low- and middle-income families who
could afford the lower tuition at a state school
versus applicants from wealthy families who
could afford private universities.”

He joined the clinical faculty and began a
scholarship fund that was in place when MCG’s
first dental students began their education in
1969, and it has benefited every class since.

Since his first gift of $825 nearly 40 years
ago, he has given more than $150,000 in
scholarships alone, according to Dale Crail,
director of development for the School of
Dentistry.

“His generosity is truly overwhelming,” says
Dean Connie Drisko. “Countless numbers of
our students have benefited from not only his
generosity, but his knowledge of the field of
dentistry. In so many ways, the dental school
is a stronger and better institution because of
his influence.”

Using that influence in organized dentistry,
Dr. Fisher worked with the Georgia Dental
Association to form a foundation that would
provide scholarships to Georgians interested
in dentistry. The association provided $50,000
to form the Georgia Dental Education
Foundation in 1985. The foundation, now
known as the Emile T. Fisher Foundation for
Dental Education in Georgia, has an
endowment of over $1 million and has
provided over $750,000 in scholarships.

Dr. Fisher also contributes to scholarships
provided by Omicron Kappa Upsilon, the
dental honor society, and he recently donated
$500,000 toward the School of Dentistry
building fund—the largest gift to the building
fund to date.

his generosity is truly overwhelming.
countless numbers of our students have
benefited from not only his generosity,
but his knowledge of the field of
dentistry. in so many ways, the dental
school is a stronger and better
institution because of his influence.
–dean connie drisko

“

”
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Integrity is a dentist’s highest calling, according to the president of the AmericanCollege of Dentists. “Life is like a coin,” Dr. Raymond Klein told MCG dental
students at the Welcome Back Ceremony Aug. 22. “You can spend it any way you

want. I hope that each of you choose to spend your coins smartly and in the best
possible way.”

Dr. Klein, a pediatric dentist in Jacksonville, Fla., was the keynote speaker of
the annual ceremony welcoming dental students back to campus and awarding
scholarships. He emphasized making the right choices in dental school,
becoming involved in activities outside of school and, most importantly, being
an ethical person.
“None of you have chosen to be mediocre and get by, or you wouldn’t have the

GPAs and the Dental Admissions Test scores that enabled you to sit here today,”
Dr. Klein said. “As future dentists, you have the choice to make ethical decisions in
your profession. Think twice in making decisions, and be honest, be truthful, be fair and be individuals of integrity.”

Fifty awards were presented to students and faculty during the ceremony:

Georgia Dental Association/Georgia Dental
Insurance Services:
brian bragassa

Pierre Fauchard
Academy Excellence in
Dental Education
Award: dr. roy
rockman

Teaching Excellence:
dr. jill lewis

Hinman Board of
Trustees:
nicole barnett
and
francesca seta

Military Scholarships: brian bragassa,
david quintero, brent riley and
sasha smith

National Health Service Corps Scholarship:
kajuanna ferry

Dorothy C. Hearn Memorial Scholarship:
david overby

Southwest Dental Society Scholarship:
amanda davis

Wilford R. Fussell Scholarship:
kathleen mcwhorter

School of Dentistry Alumni Association
Scholarship: william bennett and
margaretta watkins

United Concordia Scholarship:
jonathan johnson, shaunte’ jones,
joyce roberts, steven smith and
tyjuan williams

Augusta Dental Society Scholarship:
patrick robinson and sara key

OKU Senior Certificates of Academic
Achievement: bret freedman,
lacy garrett, jason lucas, virginia
mccune, justin mcgovern,
stephanie moore, james morris,
justin parente, abtin etezadi tabrizi,
patrick walker, luther webster and
michael weiler

The Fisher OKU Scholarship:
abtin etezadi tabrizi and
michael weiler

OKU Junior Certificates of Academic
Achievement: erin arnold,
scott carter, ryan cox, amy david,
jane gleim, sabina gupta,
brent herrin, katie hughes,
carrie klinger, richard schalk,
garett seeba and eric sterett

Kramer Award of Excellence: amy david

OKU Sophomore Scholarship Award:
robert crawford, travis fiegle,
alaina pancio and alpesh patel

OKU Professionalism Award:
katie hughes

National Board Part I High Score:
justin parente

Georgia Dental Society: kajuana farrey,
dawnyetta marable, steven smith,
kisha turner and rhonda barney

Welcome Back Ceremony

Welcome Back Speaker Extols Integrity
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Georgia Dental Society Freshman Award:
jodiaz gaines

Emile T. Fisher Foundation for Dental
Education in Georgia Scholarship:
patrick arnett, jared carter, ryan
davis, brandon esco, lacy garrett,
sabina gupta, john hansford,
melissa jordon, kristina lopez,
jason lucas, aksana marshall, luis
matos, justin mcgovern, james
morris, kyle smith, eric sterett,
kisha turner, brandon whitworth
and sterling whitworth

Emile T. Fisher Foundation for Dental
Education in Georgia Scholarship –
Dental Hygiene: nichole c. kerlin and
ma’millya anderson

Stan Hopkins Scholarship: emil bailey

John McNamara Scholarship:
dawnyetta marable

Emile T. Fisher Scholarship: jack bell,
neena bhole, craig taylor, lindsey
thurman and bartholomew wilson

McRae/Orrington Scholarship:
kajuana ferry and laneshia camp

Eastern District Dental Society
Scholarship: cara deleon and
muswanba tshibengabo

Dr. Louvenia A. Rainge Scholarship:
chea rainford and katrice register

International College of Dentists
Leadership Award: cara deleon and
dr. patrick basquill

Congressman Charlie Norwood
Scholarship: ryan cox

R.V. Tucker Study Club of the South
Student Excellence in Gold Technique
Award: justin mcgovern

School of Dentistry Class of 1973
Scholarship: luke webster

Dr. Gerald Loft and Beatrice Loft
Scholarship: brent herrin

Savannah Dental Society Scholarship:
becky martin

Michael R. Carr Scholarship:
stan rentz and jarrett walden

Judson C. Hickey Memorial Scholarship:
brett freedman

Goodchild & Goodchild Orthodontic
Scholarship: richard morris

R. Reppard Bennett Scholarship:
jonathan owens

Judson C. Hickey Student Research
Award: margaretta watkins

Charlie Morris Scholarship:
chanda bennett

School of Dentistry Faculty Scholarship:
robert crawford, amy davis,
travis fiegle, bradshaw ford,
alaina pancio, alpesh patel and
michael weiler

Dental Student Spouse Alliance
Scholarship: adam doss

Thomas P. Hinman Dental Society
Scholarship: stephanie moore, justin
parente, abtin etezadi tabrizi and
michael weiler

Grover C. Hunter Scholarship:
scott carter, adam goodwin,
aubrey hedrick and virginia mccune

Simon Eisenberg Scholarship:
chastity brown

Bertha S. Galin Scholarship:
patrick walker

Faculty & Spouse Club Scholarship:
ryan cox

Pierre Fauchard Academy: emil bailey

Thomas P. Godfrey Scholarship:
david overby
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Chinese exchange students Wu Mengji
and Liu Tie came from Zhejiang University to
the School of Dentistry Sept. 1 as part of a
new foreign-exchange student program
agreement between MCG and Zhejiang
University, and now, Wuhan University.
Mr. Tie studied at MCG for two weeks,
while Ms. Mengji will stay for 10 months to
work on her Ph.D. research in the lab of
Dr. Stephen Hsu, associate professor of oral
biology and maxillofacial pathology.

Last April, MCG students Emil Bailey and
Kathleen Kwon studied at Zhejiang and got
to know Mr. Tie and Ms. Mengji. They, along
with Dr. Hsu and several dental students,
hosted the Chinese students and planned
expeditions including a trip to Atlanta, an
afternoon in downtown Augusta, a
University of Georgia football game and a
low-country boil.

Next April, four more MCG students will
have the opportunity to travel abroad, two
at Zhejiang and two at Wuhan.

shown at a dinner they gave for chinese exchange students are
dr. daniel chan (from left) and his wife eva, wu mengji, liu tie,
kathleen kwon and emil bailey.

A Cu l t u r a l E x c h a n g e

ffrraannccee
Dental students from Nice, France visited MCG July 10-14
to observe dentistry and dental school in the United
States. While they were here, Jean-Guy Sabot (from left),
Rezeda Ilagomaeva and Samuel Guez gave a presentation
on dental education in France, shadowed students in
clinic, went to a sophomore class party and spent an
evening Salsa dancing. From Augusta, they spent time in
Atlanta in private dental offices and traveled to Destin, Fla.
for the Georgia Dental Association annual meeting. Their
visit was sponsored by the Georgia chapter of the
International College of Dentists. 

cchhiinnaa



dr. mohammed elsalanty, a
faculty member since June, is
researching new methods of
mandibular bone reconstruction after
surgery to remove cancerous tumors.

With funding from several
National Institutes of Health small-
business grants, Dr. ElSalanty is using
animal models to test his bone
transport reconstruction plate, a new
device that simulates a natural
process for bone growth.

“The device can stimulate the
remaining mandibular bone to grow
and fill the defect without the need
for bone-grafting,” he says. “It is
based on the well-established
concept of distraction osteogenesis,
which has shown that bone can be
lengthened by the gradual separation
of bone segments. There is evidence
that this device can be ready for
human testing in a few months.”

Also, with $120,000 in funding
from Medtronics, Dr. ElSalanty is
testing a new synthetic version of
bone morphogenic proteins, which
direct endogenous stem cells to
become bone-forming cells.

Prior trials on animal models with
spinal injuries have shown promise,
he says.  

“The goal here is a more realistic
simulation of the injury and testing
different doses,” Dr. ElSalanty says.
“We want to see how much we’ll
need to grow the new bone and how
useful the new bone will be.” �

dr. mohammed al-shabrawey,
who joined the Department of Oral
Biology and Maxillofacial Pathology in
July, is researching the oxidative and
inflammatory mechanisms that lead
to diabetic retinopathy.

As diabetes affects the circulatory
system over time, blood vessels in the
retina multiply. But new blood vessels
are often weak and leak, forming
small, dot-like hemorrhages. These
leaking vessels often lead to swelling
in the retina and decreased vision.

Dr. Al-Shabrawey’s research aims
to find out more about the biological
process that allows that to happen.

With $260,000 in funding from
the American Heart Association, he
will examine animal models for
diabetes over the next four years. 

“We believe that the oxidative
enzyme NADPH oxidase, which is
activated in vascular tissues by
diabetes, also mediates vascular
inflammation by suppressing the
activity of a nuclear receptor PPAR
and turning off the trigger that 
leads to that inflammation,” 
Dr. Al-Shabrawey says. PPAR is a
member of a receptor superfamily 
and plays a critical role in several
biological processes.

Research has already shown that
inhibiting NADPH can prevent the
proliferation of blood vessels in
retinal tissue and can preserve existing
blood vessel barriers in the retina. 

What scientists don’t know is
what specific role the enzyme plays in
regulating the cell receptors that
trigger inflammation in the first place,
Dr. Al-Shabrawey says. 

“Hopefully we can find a link
between the increased levels of
NADPH and the seemingly correlated
decrease in those anti-inflammatory
receptors,” he says. �

A new drug may hold promise
for treating oral human papilloma
virus in HIV/AIDS patients, MCG
dentists say. The School of Dentistry
is one of 10 national sites
conducting the first major clinical
trial of a new treatment.

“Traditionally, the oral warts
caused by HPV that show up in
AIDS patients have been treated
with a topical cream that hasn’t
been all that effective,” says 
dr. scott derossi, an oral medicine
specialist and chair of the
Department of Oral Health and
Diagnostic Sciences and a lead
investigator on the study. 
“This method is better because it’s
more convenient and comes in a
lozenge form.”

The risk of oral warts appears 
to increase with highly active
antiretroviral therapy, a multi-drug
treatment to combat different
strains of HIV as it replicates. 
The resulting reduction in virus load,
combined with HIV patients’
compromised immune systems,
seems to optimize conditions for
oral warts, Dr. DeRossi says.

“The new oral HPV drug is 
a natural alpha interferon, which
works by binding to healthy cells 
in the oral cavity and inducing 
those cells to create an enzyme 
to counter the HPV infection,” 
Dr. DeRossi explains.

Researchers hope to recruit 
six patients at MCG, with a total 
of 80 patients recruited nationwide.
Patients will receive treatment 
for 24 weeks.

“We hope to be able to 
decrease the size of the lesions by at
least 75 percent, if not eliminate
them completely,” he says. “This is
the last step before a phase III
clinical trial.” �

Increasing the number of faculty in the School of Dentistry 
has increased the school’s research initiatives.

RESEARCH NEWS
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device can be ready 
for human testing in 
a few months.”

–dr. mohammed elsalanty



while mcg dental students have been restoring
implants for about five years, in the last year five
students performed the implant surgery itself, an
unusual opportunity at the predoctoral level.
pictured is senior matthew benson (right), assisted 
by dr. nick johnson, general practice resident.

Junior margaretta watkins presented her research on
new approaches to oral, skin and salivary gland
cancers at the annual conference of the American
Dental Association in San Francisco in September. She
presented her research at the International Association
for Dental Research General Session in New Orleans
last spring. Ms. Watkins was one of only nine U.S.
dental students chosen to attend the conference. She
also won second place for her research at the Student
National Dental Association Convention in Atlanta this
summer. “I could not have done this without my
research professor, Dr. Stephen Hsu,” Ms. Watkins
says. “He has been very supportive and has really made
things possible.”

Senior laneshia camp, immediate past vice president 
of the Student National Dental Association, 
SNDA national member at large and liaison to the
Undergraduate SNDA, helped plan the SNDA’s 
Annual Conference in July. Director of Admissions
Stephanie Perry welcomed the national conference to
Atlanta on behalf of MCG School of Dentistry. 

Senior kisha turner has been elected MCG SNDA
chapter president for 2007-08.

amy camba, a second-year student, participated in the
American Medical Student Association Foundation’s
2007 Primary Care Leadership Training Program in 
June at the University of California in San Francisco.
The program educates medical and dental students
about issues in primary care, instills leadership skills
for future primary care providers and engages students
in curricular reform and health policy issues. Ms.
Camba was one of 40 students selected based on
commitment to academic/curricular issues,
community activism and interest in primary care.

Sophomore william bennett was named District 4
Trustee of the American Student Dental Association.
The national student-run organization protects and
advances the rights, interests and welfare of dental
students. Mr. Bennett will serve on the association’s
Board of Trustees, which oversees all association
activities, approves the annual budget and acts on
resolutions adopted by the ASDA House of Delegates.
“[Mr. Bennett] was chosen from a competitive field of
qualified candidates and will play an important role in
achieving the association’s goals for the coming year,”
says Nancy R. Honeycutt, executive director of ASDA.

dawnyetta marable, a second-year student, was elected
national recording secretary of the National Executive
Board of the Student National Dental Association. SNDA
originated in 1970 and is the largest minority student
organization in the United States.

9 MCG Word of Mouth
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a student’s perspective MICHAEL WEILER

It seems like just yesterday I was
staring in open-mouthed amazement
as Dr. Wayne Herman—dressed up
(even more than I was) in the
powdered wig and antique garb of
Pierre Fauchard himself—welcomed
me into the great profession on the
first day of class. Now that the
marathon of dental school is nearly
over (except for a few requirements,
rotations and a dental license), I have
discovered that it actually ran more
like a steeplechase—full of hurdles,
high walls and huge puddles.
But before you assume I’ve been

splashing around in cynicism for the
last three years, let me hasten to say
that the hard times prepared me 
for the fun now unfolding in the
Comprehensive Care Clinic. 
Here, treatment plans are carried out
to completion, old patients become
old friends, all those testable
materials become tools and you
begin to realize you’re becoming a
dentist indeed. 
Now that I’ve finally arrived, 

I have some wisdom to share with
those who follow, some tips to
becoming a senior:
� Learn to cut your losses. Whether
it be waxing a tooth, cutting a prep
or taking a test, something in dental
school will be hard for you. You will
probably even fail at first. Learn from
your mistakes—don’t dwell on them.
Just do your best next time, and it
will be better.
� Always wear your ID badge. If you
don’t, you could be detained by

campus police, which (along with
just about everything else) is
considered an unexcused absence. 
I don’t want to think what 
would happen if you become 
a repeat offender.
� Call your patients the night before
their appointment. Neglecting to do
this is a good way to quickly find out
who your committed patients are,
but I guarantee there won’t be as
many as you think! Just don’t call
after 9:30 p.m.
� Adopt a favorite piece of clothing
as “lucky” and wear it for every exam.
It may take several semesters of trial
and error to settle on the right item,
so start as early as possible. I happen
to know this works with pencils 
as well.
� Look out for your classmates, not
just for yourself. You will learn before
long how much you really need each
other—for a decent set of notes, for 
a competency lesion, for a surgical
assist. Mind your reputation—try not
to get a bad one.
� Men, don’t forget to wash your
scrubs and clinic jackets regularly.
Remove any pens before washing
them, though. The blue material will
fade, but the black stains—and your
obvious incompetence—will not.
� Don’t let dental school interfere
too much with your life. The birth of
my daughter Clara during my second
semester meant early mornings,
messy diapers and many new
experiences. But it has been, without
question, the best part of my dental
school years.
� Don’t waste time. When professors
ask a question of the class, they will
eventually answer it themselves if

there is enough awkward silence. 
But if you just raise your hand and
give the answer, think how much
quicker you could set up for your 
9 a.m. patient.
� Never give up, even when the
marginal ridge on your class II prep
pops off with three minutes left in the
practical. Had I given up in that case,
I never would have learned that you
really can add more amalgam and
regain proximal contact. (Don’t try
this in clinic.)
� Don’t practice for practicals too
much. And when taking them, don’t
spend too much time refining things.
Avoid the common dental student
mistake of making things worse by
trying to make them perfect.
� Double-check your work before
showing it to an instructor or turning
it in. I can’t tell you how many times 
I knew something was wrong as 
I thrust the articulator at the
professor, then felt foolish as she
pointed out what I knew needed 
to be done.
� Express gratitude. Sincere thanks
goes a long way, especially in a place
where so many of the people who
make it run—so that you can become
rich and famous—aren’t here for the
wealth or fame.
Sitting there three years ago on

the first day of school in my pressed
shirt and conservative tie, I scarcely
could have conceived what it would
take to become a senior, just as I can
hardly comprehend what now lies
ahead. But come what may, in dental
school and beyond, what got me here
will stand me in good stead.

Tips to Becoming a Senior

fourth-year school of dentistry student michael
weiler writes a regular column in word of mouth
chronicling his experiences at mcg.

The Extracted Truth:
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If time really flies when you’rehaving fun, how did the first
three years of dental school go
by so fast?



newsBITES
dr. rick callan, associate
professor of oral
rehabilitation, is succeeding
dr. frank caughman as
interim chair of the
Department of General
Dentistry. Dr. Callan also is
co-team leader of the
Comprehensive Care Clinic, 
for which Dr. Caughman
played an important planning
and implementation role
during his three years as
interim chair of the
department. Dr. Callan
recently received his
Educational Specialist degree
in Educational Leadership

from Augusta State University, was inducted into
the Pierre Fauchard Academy and the
International College of Dentists and completed
training in the American Dental Education
Association Leadership Institute. He serves as
past vice chair of the MCG Academic Council.

dr. larry sweeting has received the 2007
MCG American Academy of Periodontology
Educator Award. Dr. Sweeting, an adjunct
faculty in the Advanced Education Program,
is an enthusiastic supporter of the
periodontics program, providing guidance
and instruction for residents in advanced
periodontal and dental implant surgical
cases, including IV sedation. 

Dr. Lewis Receives School of Dentistry Teaching Award

dr. jill lewis, associate professor of oral biology and maxillofacial
pathology, received the 2007 Teaching Excellence Award from the
School of Dentistry.
The award is given annually to a faculty member nominated by

colleagues and students based on teaching experience, effectiveness
as a teacher, leadership, professionalism, creativity, effective use of
technology and rapport with students.
“Dr. Lewis’ teaching activities are amazingly diverse,” says 

Dean Connie Drisko. “She is director of the first-year biochemistry
course and among the first teachers who meet new students. She has
taught at nearly every level, including hygiene, all years of the dental
curriculum and at the master’s and Ph.D. levels. Jill has an uncanny
grasp of dental clinical practice, and she capitalizes on that
knowledge in her teaching.”
Dr. Lewis, a faculty member since 1989, is a biochemist who

studies cell-signaling pathways in inflammation. She is director of the
School of Dentistry’s
graduate programs.
She is a member of

the American Association
for the Advancement of
Science and the American
Association of Dental
Research. 
Dr. Lewis has a

bachelor’s degree in
biology from Illinois
Wesleyan University and
a doctorate in
biochemistry from MCG. 

dean connie drisko was a panelist for the “Creating Tomorrow’s
Philanthropists Today” session at a two-day conference hosted by
the Dental Education Fundraising Academy at the American
Dental Association’s headquarters in Chicago. The program, 
Our Legacy - Our Future, helps development officers and
institutional leaders with their individual fundraising campaigns.
dale crail, director of development for the School of Dentistry, 

dr. t. howard jones, 
chair of the School of
Dentistry Building 
Imperative Committee, 
dr. brooke loftis, first-year
General Practice resident 
and sophomore 
dr. william bennett
attended the conference also.
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dr. rick callan

dr. frank caughman

dale crail (left)  
and dr. william bennett

dean connie drisko (left) presents award 
to dr. jill lewis



dr. emily y. chen, instructor of
oral rehabilitation, earned a
dental degree and
prosthodontics certificate from
the University of Illinois and a
master’s degree in biology from
Washington University in 

St. Louis. She is a past president of the American
Association of Women Dentists and a member
of the American College of Prosthodontists and
the American Dental Association.

dr. kate ciarrocca, instructor of
oral rehabilitation, comes to
MCG from private practice in
Exton, Pa. She earned a dental
degree and a master’s degree in
education from the University of
Pennsylvania. She completed a

fellowship in oral medicine at the Hospital of the
University of Pennsylvania and is a diplomate of
the American Board of Oral Medicine. She is a
member of the American Board of Oral
Medicine, the American Academy of Oral
Medicine and the American Dental Association.

dr. t. frank figliorelli jr.,
instructor/assistant director of
the General Practice Residency
Program, comes to MCG from
private practice in Mount
Pleasant, S.C. He earned his
dental degree from the Medical

University of South Carolina and completed a
general practice residency in 1998.

dr. jimmy londono, instructor
of oral rehabilitation, recently
completed a prosthodontics
residency at MCG. He earned his
dental degree from the
Universidad Autonoma de
Manizales and is an associate

fellow of the American Academy of Implant
Dentistry. He is a member of the American
Dental Association, the American College of
Prosthodontics, the International Institute for
Implant and Esthetic Dentistry, the International
Stomagtonatic Honorarium Association and the
Circulo Odontologico del Quindio.

New Faculty

School of Dentistry Named National Children’s
Oral Health Foundation Affiliate

The School of Dentistry has been recognized as an affiliate
of the National Children’s Oral Health Foundation. The
recognition comes with a $50,000 grant to help the school
increase access to pediatric dental care.
“We are extremely pleased to be selected for this award,”

says Dean Connie Drisko. “As a new member of the
foundation, we are also excited to be able to contribute to the
overall mission that we share—that of enhancing the oral
health of all children and especially to increasing access to care
for those in need.”
“The grant will primarily be used to expand our flea market

clinic, which provides free dental screenings, especially to
children,” says Dr. James Barenie, associate dean for
curriculum and advanced education in the School of Dentistry,
the grant’s principal investigator. “This grant will help ensure
that we can continue to provide those services.”
Co-investigators include Dr. Tara Schafer, associate

professor of pediatric dentistry, and part-time periodontics
professor Dr. Heather Watkins Behnert.
The National Children’s Oral Health Foundation aims to

eliminate pediatric oral disease and promote overall health
and well-being for economically disadvantaged children. The
foundation provides resources to help establish and operate
non-profit pediatric oral health facilities that deliver critical
preventive, educational and treatment services.
Over the next 10 years, the foundation hopes to partner

with organizations worldwide to treat more than 5 million
children most in need through more than 500 centers
throughout the United States and begin providing global
support to developing nations.

Jennifer Hilliard
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obituaries

dr. john f. freihaut, former president of the
Georgia Dental Association and a strong supporter
and advocate of the MCG School of Dentistry, died
July 26 after a three-and-a-half year battle with
colon cancer.
A member of the 2007 American Dental Political

Action Committee Board of Directors, Dr. Freihaut
was a long-time advocate of patients’ rights in state
and federal governments.
“John was a dedicated professional and a

generous philanthropist,” says Dean Connie Drisko.
“His influence will be missed not only at MCG but
by dental professionals and patients throughout
the state.”
In addition to his 27-year private practice in

Marietta, Ga., Dr. Freihaut held numerous leadership
positions in organized dentistry. He was president of
the Georgia Dental Association from 2001-02, the
Georgia Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons
from 1996-98, the Northwestern District Dental
Society in 1994 and the Cobb County Dental
Society in 1988. The NDDS named Dr. Freihaut its
2005 “Dentist of the Year.”
He received his dental degree from Marquette

University and completed training in oral and
maxillofacial surgery at Emory University.
Dr. Freihaut is survived by his wife, Dr. Janine

Bethea, a prosthodontist, and two children, Erica
and Michael. 
The family requests donations be made in

Dr. Freihaut’s memory to:   

Dr. Drisko Receives GDA Honor
Dr. Michael Rogers (left), 2006-07 Georgia Dental
Association president, presented a Georgia Dental
Association Presidential Commendation to Dean
Connie Drisko in July at the GDA Annual Meeting
in Sandestin, Fla. The commendation recognizes
Dr. Drisko’s support of GDA goals and objectives
and the importance she assigns to participation in
organized dentistry. 
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The School of Dentistry will provide
free treatment to East Augusta Middle
School students Feb. 1 in conjunction
with Give Kids a Smile Day.
This event, one of hundreds

nationwide sponsored by the American
Dental Association and Crest Oral

Health Care, was first held by the
ADA in 2003 to provide care and
highlight the importance of access

to dental care for low-income children. 
The MCG activity will bus children to campus where

faculty members, pediatric dentistry residents, senior
dental students, dental hygiene students and six dentists
from across the state will provide oral health education,
preventive care and restorative dentistry. They will help
coordinate follow-up care if needed, according to
Dr. Steven Adair, chair of the Department of
Pediatric Dentistry. 

For more information, contact Dr. Adair at
706-721-7190 or Marie Collins, chair of the Department
of Dental Hygiene, at 706-721-2938.

Save the Date

dr. beverly a. farley, 57, a 1991 graduate of
the School of Dentistry, died Aug. 8. Dr. Farley
completed an MCG postdoctoral residency in
general dentistry. She became a master in the
Academy of General Dentistry in 2003, the year she
opened her dental practice, Soft Touch Dentistry, in
Lexington, S.C. She was a member of the Lexington
Network of Female Executives and had a passion
for decorating and gardening. Dr. Farley is survived
by her husband, Dr. James W. Curtis, two sons, a
stepson, stepdaughter and sister. 

school of dentistry building fund
medical college of georgia foundation 
attn: dale crail, director of development
919 15th street ad-1112 
augusta, ga 30912
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T
he day members of the Class
of 2010 put on white coats
symbolizing the onset of their
clinical training, they took on

a commitment to future students.
During the traditional White Coat

ceremony in June, the class presented
not one, but two $10,000 pledges to
the MCG School of Dentistry. One
pledge creates the Class of 2010
Scholarship Endowment, and the
second goes toward the school’s
Building Fund.
The idea came from a second-year

student adamant about giving back
to his school.
“I realized that if all 63 students

gave just $16 a semester for 10
semesters, it would total $10,000,”
said William Bennett. “We are
making two $10,000 pledges, one for
the Building Fund and one for our

scholarship endowment. We want to
give back to the school that has given
us so much already.”
“This extraordinary act of

generosity—of giving back—will be
noted by your colleagues and the

profession nationwide as a unique
and admirable philanthropic act that
will likely be emulated by other MCG
classes in the future as well as other
dental students across the country,”
said School of Dentistry Dean
Connie Drisko.
Following in the footsteps of the

sophomore class, the Class of 2011
presented Dr. Drisko with a check for
$2,500 at the school’s annual Family
Day celebration in September. The
money goes toward the school’s
building fund.
“The commitment of our students

to a new facility is particularly
extraordinary since neither class will

be able to enjoy the new facility
firsthand,” Dr. Drisko said. 
The Class of 2011 also had

100 percent participation in
contributing to the American Dental
Association and Georgia Dental
Association Political Action
Committees, two organizations that
support the campaigns of candidates
committed to dental and patient-
related legislation.
The gifts provide “a shining

example to others that a culture of
giving can begin even as early as
[dental school],” Dr. Drisko added.
MCG’s dental students are

helping future
patients as well.
Give a Smile was
created by 2007
graduate Nathan
Dallas after

treating a patient
who lost her four
front teeth due to
domestic abuse
and couldn’t
afford to pay for

dental work. Give a Smile assists
motivated patients by paying at least
a portion of their bill.
Dental students present cases of

patients in need, including the
desired treatment plan and how
much the patient can pay, to a board
of students. Board members meet
monthly to determine which cases to
take and how much they can
contribute. Give a Smile funds,
bolstered by an anonymous donation
of $10,000 this year, are allocated
through the School of Dentistry
business office.
“We saw our first patient recently

and awarded her money to help her

with her treatment,” said senior Luke
Webster, president of Give a Smile.
“Because of this organization, she’ll
be able to receive an implant to
support a partial denture, which she
otherwise would not have received.
We’re very excited about that.”
The group raised approximately

$1,500 at a wine-tasting party in the
spring and hopes to make the event
an annual affair. They also held a
Halloween costume dodgeball
tournament in October.
“Several of us involved in Give a

Smile have participated in intramural
dodgeball on campus, and we

thought it would be an interesting
fundraiser to host a tournament and
have everyone dress up in costumes,”
Mr. Webster said.
The group also plans a charity 5K

run/walk next spring.
“We are very supportive of this

student-initiated philanthropic
endeavor to help support the
dental needs of their patients,”
Dr. Drisko said.
“It is a worthy cause and is

something we are very passionate
about,” said Mr. Webster. “It’s not
about the money, it’s not about the
procedures; it’s about caring for
the patients.”

Amy Connell
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Giving Back More Than Money

“ it’s not about the money, it’s not about the

procedures; it’s about caring for the patients.

–luke webster ”
dean drisko accepts a check for $2,500 for 
the building fund from class of 2011 vice president 
micah shaw (from left), secretary alison youngpetur, 
president john o’neill and treasurer bart wilson.



Most fledgling dentists hang
a shingle, then go about
the business of cultivating

a patient base.
Dr. Ed Green took the opposite

approach. By the time he’d earned
his degree from the School of
Dentistry in 1983, his patients were
waiting for him.

“I couldn’t get my office ready
fast enough,” he says with a laugh.

He attributes the pent-up
demand not only to his excellent
dental education, but to the fact that
many people in his hometown of
Albany, Ga., were medically
underserved. Dr. Green took note of
the dentist shortage as a young man
raising his family and working as a
chemical engineer. He became
friends with several dentists in the
area, and they encouraged him to
give dentistry a try.

Dentistry and engineering share
several characteristics—attention to
detail, a knack for precision, a sharp
eye and steady hands—and Dr. Green
took their advice.

“My goal was to enter dental
school when my youngest daughter
started first grade,” he says. “And
that’s what I did.”

He earned his degree, then began
his thriving practice in Albany. His
office treats about 30 patients a day.
“Dentistry has exceeded my
expectations,” he says. “The field 
has broadened, and we’re exposed 
to so many different things. It’s
always interesting.”

The daughter who began first
grade when her dad began dental
school obviously caught the bug.
Erica graduated from the MCG
School of Dentistry in 2005 and
joined her father’s practice. “It’s
added a new dimension to my
practice,” her proud father notes.
“We compare thoughts and 
share ideas.”

Dr. Green, whose hobbies
through the years have included
aviation and mini-farming,
acknowledges that work and family
are his chief preoccupations, and
he’s happy to combine his loves by
rubbing elbows with his daughter
throughout the day. He also
immerses himself in organized
dentistry. He served as president of
the Georgia Dental Association in

2005-06 and is very active in the
American Dental Association. And he
has never forgotten his alma mater.

Dr. Green, an enthusiastic
supporter of MCG, and his wife,
Lorraine, recently hosted a fundraiser
in Albany for the new School of
Dentistry building. 

“When I walked into that dental
school almost 30 years ago, it was
very modern,” he says, “but it’s
amazing how quickly things can
change. The school needs a new
building that is equipped on par with
what graduates will encounter when
they begin their careers.”

He considers it an honor to
support MCG, noting, “I’ve had a
chance to hopefully give a little back
to the profession.”

Christine Hurley Deriso

ALUMNI
DR. ED GREEN

CLASS OF 1983

dentistry has exceeded my expectations.
–dr. ed green“ ”

Albany Dentist Prides Himself on Giving Back to Profession

dr. ed green with daughter 
dr. erica green
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At age 6, Heriberto Dominguez
sits in a dental chair for the first time
in his life. The appointment, which
includes an oral exam and cleaning
with his mother, Lisa, by his side,
seems pretty typical at first glance.
But when Dr. Kale Gray, an MCG
pediatric dental
resident, turns and
speaks to Heriberto’s
mother in Spanish,
it’s clear that this
appointment is a
little different.

Heriberto is a
patient in the
Sonrisas Sanas
(Healthy Smiles)
Clinic in the School
of Dentistry. The
clinic treats pediatric
patients with
Spanish-speaking
parents—children
who otherwise may
never see a dentist.

Funded by a
$90,000, three-year grant from the
First Hand Foundation, Sonrisas
Sanas is staffed with a Spanish-
speaking hygienist and dentists.
Patients can make appointments in
their native language.

“There is an increasing number of
Hispanic people in our area,” says
Dr. Steven Adair, chair of the
Department of Pediatric Dentistry.
“These are people who might not
otherwise seek dental care because of
the perceived language barrier.”

Other cultural barriers, such as
fear of drinking tap water, can
contribute to dental problems for
Hispanic children.

“In some of the countries these
people are from, it’s not safe to drink
the water,” says Ana Thompson,
assistant professor of dental hygiene
and member of Sonrisas Sanas. “But
public water here has fluoride in it,
which is good for teeth. Often,

children end up drinking sugary
sodas instead, and that can lead to
tooth decay.”

Several faculty with
Spanish backgrounds, including
Ms. Thompson, Dr. Amara Abreu
from oral rehabilitation and Dr. Gray,

whose undergraduate degree is in
Spanish, have been working to get
the word out to patients.

“I’ve sent fliers to schools,
churches and flea markets,” she says.
“I’ve also worked with the Hispanic
papers to advertise the clinic.”
The group has designed patient
materials and educational
brochures in Spanish for
patients’ parents.

And patients aren’t the only
beneficiaries, Dr. Adair says.

“Our junior students already take
a basic Spanish course, and we’re
hoping that they can build on
what they learn by
treating some of the
Hispanic children in
the clinic,” he says.
“We also plan to
provide basic-
level Spanish

training to the pediatric dentistry
residents and clinic staff. It’s
important that they are exposed to
patients from different backgrounds.”

The group also hopes to train the
business office on how to
communicate with Spanish-
speaking patients.

“Dean Connie Drisko and I really
realized a huge need for this clinic
here in Augusta,” Dr. Adair says. “The
dental school was a natural place to
host it because the clinic not only
helps the patients and increases
access to care, but also exposes our
students to a population they’re likely
to serve in practice.”

For more information about
Sonrisas Sanas, call Dr. Adair at
706-721-7190. To make a clinic
appointment in Spanish, call
706-721-2449.

Jennifer Hilliard
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six-year-old heriberto dominguez
gets a checkup from dr. kale gray
at the sonrisas sanas clinic.

New Clinic Treats Children with 
Spanish-Speaking Parents



staff spotlight
CATHERINE PRYSIAZNY  and

MARTIN CREAN

Lighting Up No More:
Co-workers Share Their Stories

When her son-in-law sat
next to her one hot July
day in 2005 and promptly

put a piece of chew in his mouth,
Catherine Prysiazny was shocked
and horrified. “How can I get him
to give up such an awful habit?” she
wondered, as she puffed away on
her Virginia Slim.
Martin Crean had tried many

times to quit smoking using
different methods, but always
slipped back. It wasn’t until a
co-worker he respected and
admired quit that he was able to
toss the Kools for good, back in
mid-August.
Catherine and Marty, familiar

faces around the School of
Dentistry, have made themselves
scarce around the smoker’s hut and
other smoking hangouts on
campus. Just in time, too, as MCG
went completely tobacco-free
Nov. 15, this year’s Great American
Smokeout Day.
Marty’s habit began in 1972

when he joined the U.S. Air Force
at 19. “They used to be my best
buddy—cigarettes.” Part of his
motivation to finally put down the
pack was MCG’s transition to a
tobacco-free campus, but he was
also moved by a 46-year-old
acquaintance’s recent diagnosis of
stage 4 lung cancer and an aunt
who passed away from lung cancer.
“Shoot, I’ve got to give myself a
chance here,” he remembers
thinking.
Marty, a biomedical engineering

supervisor who has worked at MCG
for 25 years, finally found success
with the drug Chantix. Previous
attempts had driven him “up a wall.

But my dentist, Dr. Michael Pruett,
kept on me and had faith that I
would eventually quit, and I did. I
gave it an honest chance this time,”
he says.
Catherine, editorial manager for

The Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry,
started smoking in earnest in 1990
when she went to Japan to teach.
“Everyone there smoked,” she says.
“It was hard to resist. I thought
after I got home, I would stop, but I
never did.” She went through about
a carton a month, smoking mostly
at home on nights and weekends.
The irony of being appalled by

her son-in-law’s chew was not lost
on her. “We made a pact. I told
him, ‘If you stop chewing, I will not
buy another pack of cigarettes. If we
cheat, we’ll have to send the other
$5.’” Money changed hands a few
times early on, Catherine admits.

“For about six months, I thought
about having one every day and
then, all of a sudden, I just wasn’t
thinking about it anymore.”
That was almost two-and-a-half
years ago.
“I think you have to quit because

you want to,” says Catherine, a
10-year MCG employee. “Whatever
your reasons for quitting are,
they’ve got to be justifiable for you.”
Sharing their tobacco-cessation

experiences, Catherine and Marty
worry about co-workers who
haven’t quit. “It’s going to be hard
for them,” says Catherine. “There
isn’t much time left before they can’t
smoke at all on campus.”
Their advice? “Try, try, try again,

and talk to your doctor or dentist,”
says Marty.

Sharron Walls

catherine prysiazny (left) with martin crean
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706-721-8614 
dcrail@mcg.edu

Development

DALE CRAIL
DIRECTOR School Surpasses 

$1 Million in 
Annual Contributions

This is a special recognition issue of
Word of Mouth. For the first time in
history, alumni and friends have
contributed over $1 million to the

School of Dentistry.
Students, faculty, various projects and

programs, the Alumni Association and, of
course, the new building, all benefit from 
this tremendous investment in the future 
of dentistry.
In every fall issue of Word of Mouth, we

recognize, celebrate and thank the people 
who make the school so great. 
Countless individuals believe enough in

dentistry and in the school to support us in
such a tremendous fashion. Every person and
every gift is important.
But one person needs to be singled out this

year. For the second time, Dr. Emile Fisher is
on the cover of Word of Mouth. And for 
good reason. 
This year, Dr. Fisher received MCG’s highest

award for supporters of the institution, 
The Vessel of Life Award. A strong advocate
and benefactor of the school since its
inception, he also became the first donor to
pledge $500,000 to our new building. From his
first gift of a full scholarship to supporting a
new school, Dr. Fisher has been a friend to
students and faculty alike.
So join us this year as we celebrate

people—people like you who have made the
investment of time, resources and energy to
the School of Dentistry.
Thank you for making us great.
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$500,000 Dr. Emile Fisher
$105,000 Dr. Walter Stewart
$100,000 AFTCO Associates
$  50,000 Drs. Connie L. and Richard R. Drisko
$  50,000 Dr. Wayne Hester
$  50,000 Dr. Isaac F. Holton Jr.
$  50,000 Dr. David Perry
$  50,000 Dr. R. Steven Powell and 

Mrs. Deborah Taylor Powell, R.D.H.
$  50,000 Dr. Mike Rogers
$  50,000 Dr. Marie Schweinebraten and Dr. Chris McFarland
$  50,000 Dr. Karyn Stockwell
$  50,000 Dr. Barrett Trotter
$  50,000 Atlanta Dental Study Club
$  50,000 Georgia Dental Association
$  50,000 Georgia Society of Periodontists
$  35,000 Dr. George MacMaster
$  30,000 Dr. Aubrey F. Hedrick Jr.
$  30,000 School of Dentistry Alumni Association
$  26,000 Dr. Dave C. Lee
$  25,000 Dr. and Mrs. Nelson Clements
$  25,000 Dr. and Mrs. Edward J. Green
$  25,000 Dr. Edward H. “Chip” Mohme
$  25,000 Atlanta Business Bank
$  25,000 D.D.S. Staffing
$  25,000 Rhonda Mullins/Vista Pro Counseling
$  25,000 Willeford Haile, CPA
$  20,000 Dr. Joe and Mrs. Sharon Chafin
$  20,000 Dr. Emmanuel C. Ngoh
$  15,000 Dr. James W. Holland, Jr.
$  15,000 Dr. Grant Q. Loo
$  10,000 Mr. Dale and Mrs. Pam Crail
$  10,000 Mrs. Jean C. Hickey
$  10,000 Dr. and Mrs. John E. Horvath
$  10,000 Dr. Paul E. Pafford
$  10,000 Dr. Mark A. Retterbush
$  10,000 Dr. Richard A. Weinman
$  10,000 American Dental Association/ADA Foundation
$  10,000 Georgia Academy of Dental Practice
$  10,000 MCG Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
$  10,000 School of Dentistry Class of 2010
$    7,000 Dr. Robert J. Michelich
$    6,500 Dr. Michael R. Worthy
$    5,000 Dr. Andrew R. Allgood
$    5,000 Dr. and Mrs. Steven R. Goldberg
$    5,000 Dr. and Mrs. Ty Ivey

$    5,000 Dr. James Matthew Mazzawi
$    5,000 Thomas P. Hinman Dental Society
$    5,000 Eastern District Dental Society
$    5,000 Northern District Dental Society
$    3,500 Dr. and Mrs. Doug Clepper
$    3,000 Southwestern District Dental Association
$    2,500 Dr. Ralph Cohen
$    2,500 Class of 2011
$    2,500 Western District Dental Society
$    2,000 Dr. Daniel and Dr. Becky Carlon
$    2,000 Dr. Celia P. Dunn
$    2,000 Dr. James B. Hall
$    2,000 Dr. Judson S. Hickey
$    2,000 Dr. Mark Ritz
$    2,000 Dr. Michael O. Vernon
$    2,000 Aegis Publications
$    1,500 School of Dentistry Class of 2006
$    1,500 American College of Prosthodontists,

Georgia Section
$    1,300 Dr. Glenn Sosabee
$    1,075 Reserve Officers Association, 

Department of Georgia
$    1,000 Dr. B. David Barrett
$    1,000 Dr. Ronald L. Burton
$    1,000 Dr. J. David Carson
$    1,000 Dr. David A. Causey
$    1,000 Mr. Mohammad R. Esfandiarinia
$    1,000 Dr. and Mrs. L. Maxwell Ferguson
$    1,000 Dr. Wayne W. Herman
$    1,000 Dr. S. Douglas Katz
$    1,000 Ms. Julie Kerlin
$    1,000 Dr. Renee B. Parrish
$    1,000 Dr. Richard A. Smith
$    1,000 Dr. James R. Smouse
$    1,000 Dr. Steven B. Turner
$    1,000 Dr. Patrick Yancey III
$    1,000 American Association of 

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons
$    1,000 American Dental Political Action Committee
$    1,000 Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Associates
$    1,000 Procter & Gamble
$    1,000 Scientific Voice

Numerous contributors at MCG Club Giving Levels

352 total donors

More Than a Building
The School of Dentistry Imperative

$1,913,389.41—Gifts and pledges to date toward 
construction of a new dental school facility
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2006-2007
Honor Roll
of Donors

A Lifetime of Giving
The President’s Club is the highest honor accorded donors to the

Medical College of Georgia. Members are recognized in perpetuity for
cumulative lifetime giving to the School of Dentistry at the indicated levels.

President’s Level
Dr. Emile T. Fisher
The Emile T. Fisher Foundation for Dentistry in Georgia
Georgia Dental Association
Dr. Marvin C. Goldstein
The Thomas P. Hinman Dental Society
Dr. Isaac F. Holton Jr.
The Livingston Foundation
Dr. George B. MacMaster
The Carlos and Marguerite Mason Trust
Dr. and Mrs. James L. Orrington
Dr. Robert I. Schattner
Dr. Walter E. Stewart
Mrs. Rita Goldstein Wolfson

Founders Level
AFTCO Associates
Atlanta Dental Study Group
Dr. and Mrs. James T. Barenie
Biomet-Microfixation
Mrs. Lois H. Bohler
Mrs. Mary W. Burnett
Dr. and Mrs. Michael R. Carr
Dr. and Mrs. Joe S. Chafin
Coca-Cola USA
Dr. and Mrs. Max J. Cohen
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph S. Cohen
Colgate-Palmolive
Dr. Gordon Blake Collins
Dr. and Mrs. James Emmett Collins
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Comer
Mr. Dale and Mrs. Pam Crail
Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation
Dr. Connie L. Drisko and

Dr. Richard R. Drisko
Wilmer B. Eames Dental Study Group
Editorial Council of the Journal of
Prosthetics
Dr. and Mrs. Wallace S. Edwards
Wachovia Bank
Georgia Society of Periodontists
Dr. Donald D. Gold
Marvin C. & Rita Goldstein Philanthropic Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Wade B. Hammer
Mrs. Jean R. Hickey
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Hilliard
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Horvath
Kappa Lambda Chapter of Omicron Kappa Upsilon
Dr. Dave C. and Cheryl S. Lee
Dr. Gerald H. Loft
Dr. Jeannie H. Moran
Dr. and Mrs. Dwight McLaurin
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew McRae Jr.
MCG Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
MCG Periodontics Alumni Association
Dr. and Mrs. David R. Myers
Dr. Logan Nalley Jr. and Mrs. Dale M. Nalley
Dr. and Mrs. David A. Owings
Dr. Paul E. Pafford

The tremendous success and
reputation that our School of Dentistry
enjoys would not be possible if not for the
hundreds of alumni, faculty, staff,
organizations, corporations, foundations
and friends who give so generously to
the school.
At the conclusion of our fiscal year,

it is always our pleasure to say thank
you to everyone who invested in the
school. Every gift, large or small, makes
a difference.
If you did not make a contribution last

year, please consider us in your
philanthropy for the coming years.
Your support helps us sustain our pursuit
of excellence.
Every effort has been made to ensure

the accuracy of the Honor Roll. If an error
has been made, please accept our sincere
apology. Notify us immediately at
706-721-8614, and we will publish a
correction in the next issue of
Word of Mouth.

Pankey-Dawson Study Club
Drs. David and Edna Pashley
Dr. David W. Perry
Dr. R. Steven Powell and

Mrs. Deborah Taylor Powell, R.D.H.
Dr. T. Barrett Trotter
Dr. Michael E. and Candice S. Pruett
Dr. Michael B. Rogers
School of Dentistry Alumni Association
Drs. Marie C. Schweinebraten and

Christopher McFarland
Dr. and Mrs. T. Barrett Trotter
Ultradent Products, Inc.
United Concordia
Dr. and Mrs. John D. Welch
Dr. and Mrs. Michael R. Worthy

Giving Levels for Annual Contributions

President’s Level Lifetime gifts of
$50,000 and above

Founders Level Lifetime gifts of
$10,000 - $ 49,999

Partners Level $1,000 - $ 9,999
Loyalty Club $500 - $ 999
Aesculapius Club $250 - $ 499
Century Club $100 - $ 249
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President’s Level
Georgia Dental Association 3, 5

Dr. and Mrs. James L. Orrington
The Emile T. Fisher Foundation for Dental Education in Georgia
The Thomas P. Hinman Dental Society 5

Founders Level
American Dental Association & ADA Foundation 3

The Atlanta Dental Study Group
Biomet-Microfixation
Dr. and Mrs. Joe S. Chafin
Georgia Academy of Dental Practice 5

Georgia Society Of Periodontists
Dr. Dave C. Lee 5

Dr. Gerald H. Loft
Dr. George B. MacMaster
MCG Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Dr. David W. Perry 2

Dr. R. Steven Powell and Mrs. Deborah Taylor Powell, R.D.H.
Drs. Marie C. Schweinebraten and Christopher McFarland
Dr. Richard I. Schattner
Dr. T. Barrett Trotter 5

Partners Level
AEGIS Publications LLC 6

AFTCO Associates, S.E. Office
Dr. Alfred D. Alleman
Dr. Andrew R. Allgood 5

American Association of Orthodontists 3

American College Of Prosthodontists, Georgia Section
Atlanta Business Bank
Dr. Gordon T. Austin 3, 5

Dr. Jimmy S. Balkcom
Dr. Rodrick L. Barden
Dr. James F. Boyle
Dr. Angela J. Britt
Dr. Ronald L. Burton
Dr. Vincent M. Carey
Dr. Becky Carlon
Dr. Daniel J. Carlon Sr.
Dr. and Mrs. Michael R. Carr
Drs. Gretchen B. and W. Franklin Caughman 6

Dr. David A. Causey
Dr. Douglas P. Clepper
Coca-Cola Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Max J. Cohen
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph S. Cohen
Dr. G. Blake Collins
Mr. Dale and Mrs. Pam Crail 2

Drs. Robert Culberson and Anne Sanchez Culberson
Delta Dental Insurance Company
Dentsply
Dr. Connie L. Drisko and Dr. Richard R. Drisko
Dr. Michael Doyle
Dr. Celia P. Dunn
Eastern District Dental Society 5

Dr. and Mrs. L. Maxwell Ferguson 5

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 6

Dr. Emile T. Fisher
Dr. Billy F. Foxworth
Dr. Murray A. Freedman 4, 6

Drs. John F. Freihaut and Janine Bethea
Dr. Thomas P. Godfrey
Dr. and Mrs. Steven R. Goldberg
Dr. Ronald E. Goldstein
Dr. Robert R. Halvorsen
Dr. Wade B. Hammer 3

Dr. Travis E. Hampton 2

Dr. Carole M. Hanes
Dr. Aubrey F. Hedrick Jr.
Dr. Wayne W. Herman
Dr. C. Wayne Hester
Mrs. Jean R. Hickey
Dr. and Mrs. Norman T. Ivey 5

Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta Inc. 6

Dr. William M. Jopling
Kappa Lambda Chapter of Omicron Kappa Upsilon
Dr. James P. Kay Jr.
Ms. Julia M. Kerlin
Dr. Kirk Andrew Kimmerling
Dr. Suzanne R. King
Dr. Thomas E. Lee
Dr. Leon A. Leonard
Dr. Grant Q. Loo
Dr. Robert J. Loushine

Annual Giving
Fiscal Year 2006-2007

1 Gift made in honor of Dr. Bruce Ashendorf (’81)

2 Gift made in memory of Dr. Dolly Hearn (’91)

3 Gift made in memory of Dr. Charlie Norwood

4 Gift made in memory of Dr. Hunter S. Rackley (’73)

5 Gift made in memory of Dr. Mike Rainwater (’77)

6 Additional gifts made to other MCG entities
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Dr. Waheed A. Malik
Dr. Glenn I. Maze
Dr. James M. Mazzawi
MCG Dean’s Fund School of Dentistry 5

MCG School of Dentistry Class of 2010
Dr. Kenneth J. Mello
Dr. Robert J. Michelich 1

Dr. Michael H. Miller 6

Mississippi Dental Association 3, 5

Dr. Edward H. Mohme II
Dr. Samuel J. Mumpower
Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. Murray
Dr. David R. Myers 4

Dr. Emmanuel C. Ngoh
Dr. Son V. Nguyen
Northern District Dental Society 5

Dr. Alan D. Owings
Dr. David A. Owings
Dr. Edward S. Parker Jr.
Dr. Renee B. Parrish 2

Procter & Gamble
Dr. Michael E. Pruett
Dr. Louvenia A. Rainge
Dr. Douglas R. Rakich
Dr. Ronald K. Reagin, Jr.
Reserve Officers Association, Dept. of Georgia 3

Dr. Mark S. Ritz 5

Dr. Judith W. Rosenquist
Dr. Guy Rosenstiel
Rule Enterprises Inc. 2

Dr. Rebecca O. Sam
Dr. Gino G. Saponari
Dr. Robert I. Schattner
School of Dentistry Alumni Association 5

Dr. and Mrs. George S. Schuster
Scientific Voice
Shadburn Contracting Inc.
Dr. Scott B. Silliman
Dr. Erin H Silliman
Dr. Jon P. Simmons
Dr. Cornelious Slaton
Mr. David E. Smith 6

Dr. Richard A. Smith 5

Dr. James R. Smouse
Dr. Glenn Sosebee
Southwestern District Dental Association
Dr. Stephen B. Turner 5

United Concordia
Dr. Michael O. Vernon 5

Virginia Dental Association
Walter Lorenz Surgical, Inc.
Mr. Don L. Waters
Dr. David F. Webb
Dr. Richard A. Weinman 5

Dr. and Mrs. John D. Welch
Dr. John D. Wells
Western District Dental Society
Dr. Chandra R. Williams
Dr. Michael R. Worthy
Dr. Henry M. Wright
Dr. Patrick H. Yancey III
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Loyalty Club
Dr. Stanley J. Anderson
Dr. J. Alex Bell Jr.
Dr. William G. Bennett
Dr. Stephen Carter 5

Connecticut State Dental Association Inc. 3

Dr. George I. Crawford
Florida Dental Association Inc. 3

Dr. Varnell Gaines
Georgia Academy of General Dentistry
Georgia Dental Insurance Services, Inc. 5

Ms. Margaret C. Hamlin
Dr. Van B. Haywood
Dr. Kenneth K. Hutchinson
International College of Dentists-Georgia Chapter
Dr. James E. Kelley II
Dr. Jeffery A. Kendrick 5

Kentucky Dental Association 3

Law Offices O’Neal, Brown & Clark PC 5

Dr. Kaneta R. Lott
MCG School of Dentistry Class of 2007
Michigan Dental Association 3

Dr. Michael L. Myers
Drs. Eugene and Carole Pantera
Dr. Michael E. Piepenbring
Dr. Charles W. Poole
Mr. and Mrs. Neal H. Rainwater 5

Dr. Irvin A. Roseman
Dr. William H. Rousseau
Dr. Mahmood Seyed-Mozaffari
South Metro Dental Study Club 5

Southern Association of Orthodontists
Dr. Mark R. Stevens
Dr. Walter E. Stewart
Dr. Walter Seth Stewart
Dr. Gary E. Stough 3,5

Dr. Joseph T. Sumrall Jr.
Dr. Rhoda Joyner Sword
Tennessee Dental Association Foundation 3

The R.V. Tucker Study Club of the South
Dr. S. Bryan Whitaker
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Aesculapius Club
Dr. Worku Abebe
ADA Committee on the New Dentist 5

American Dental Education Association 5

Dr. Sidney M. Baggett 3

Dr. Elizabeth A. Bernhard
Dr. Peter N. Bougas Jr.
Dr. Steven J. Bumgarner
Dr. Daniel C. N. Chan
Drs. Broderick, Vaught & Dusek
Dr. William M. Dupont 3

Elizabeth and Avola Callaway Foundation Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas J. Giorgio Jr.
Dr. Henry G. Goble
Dr. Robert D. Golden
Dr. Jane S. Grover 5

Dr. John W. Guinn III
Dr. Philip J. Hanes
Mr. Joe G. Hill Jr. 5

Dr. and Mrs. James W. Holland Jr.
Dr. Richard L. Hoodenpyle
Mrs. Gia Johnson 6

Dr. Robert A. Lane
Mr. David Lazarchik
Mr. Walter E. Leggett Jr. 5

Ms. Gail J. Lemon
Dr. J. Gordon Marshall
MCG Dental Student Spouse Alliance
Dr. Virginia A. Merchant
Ms. Regina L. Messer
Dr. Kara Griffin Moore
Dr. Rocky L. Napier
Dr. William B. Nipper Jr.
Northwest District Dental Society 5

Mr. Roger A. Nouneh 6

Dr. Mark Allan Padolsky 6

Dr. Patricia H. Palmer 5

Dr. David S. Petrie 5

Dr. Kevin D. Plummer
Dr. F. Neal Pylant Jr.
Robins, Eskew, Farmer & Jordan CPA & Consultants 5

Dr. Michael B. Rogers 3, 5

Dr. Frederick A. Rueggeberg
Dr. Alan G. Sanders
Dr. Michael H. Sebastian 5

Dr. Deena H. Smith3, 5

Dr. L. Travis Smith
Mrs. Beverly Y. Tarver 6

Dr. James S. Torchia 3

Rev. Dr. Larry W. Townsend
Ms. Julia D. Whiston3, 5

Dr. Sidney M. Williams Jr.
Wisconsin Dental Association Inc.3

Century Club
Dr. Rafik A. Abdelsayed
Dr. Amara C. Abreu-Serrano
Dr. Steven M. Adair
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Adams
Dr. Phillip Adcock
Dr. James D. Allen
Alliance of the Georgia Dental
Associations 5

Dr. Robert Anthony
Dr. Hal N. Arnold 6

Dr. I. Leon Aronson
Col. and Mrs. William T. Baggett 3

Dr. Philip S. Baker 6

Mr. Rick Batts
Dr. John S. Blalock
Dr. James L. Borke
Dr. James B. Bramson 5

Dr. Cecil B. Bray III
Ms. Caryl C. Brown 6

Dr. James D. Brown
Dr. J. David Brown
Dr. William D. Browning
Dr. T. L. Buckenheimer 5

Dr. Thomas J. Busey Jr. 5

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Callahan 5

Dr. W. Jerry Capps 3, 5

Dr. D. Gregory Chadwick 5

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Conaway 5

Dr. Eladio DeLeon Jr.
Mr. Geston Ewing 5

Dr. Craig N. Fievet
Ms. Frances S. Foster 5

Mr. Peter and Mrs. Jane Fox 5

Dr. A. Allen French 5

Dr. Lee Getter
Dr. Raymond F. Gist 5

Dr. Gayle Glenn
Dr. and Mrs. James A. Granade Jr. 5

Ms. Nelda H. Greene 5

Dr. Thomas Griffin III
Dr. James B. Hall 5

Mr. Franklin B. Henry 6

Dr. Thomas M. Henson 4

Dr. Ross H. Hill
Dr. Daniel A. Hodges 6

Mr. Donald W. Hogan
Dr. P. O. Holliday Jr. 5

Dr. Edward A. Holmes III
Dr. R. Gary Holmes
Dr. Robert P. Hortman
Dr. Stephen D. Hsu
Dr. John R. Ivanhoe
Mrs. Karen W. Johnson
Dr. Solon Kao
Ms. Linda A. Kimberly
Dr. Debra King
Dr. Karl F. Kinkel
Dr. Victor A. Koehler 5

Dr. Joseph L. Konzelman Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Wayland W. Lamar 2

Dr. Matthew S. Lawson
Dr. Carol A. Lefebvre
Mr. Daniel Levy
Ms. Mary K. Logan 5

Dr. J. Rodway Mackert Jr.
Dr. Wayne S. Maris 5

Dr. Thomas R. McDonald 4

Mr. and Mrs. Bill McWilliams 5

Dr. Wendy M. Medders
Dr. Derek V. Miles
Dr. Benita A. Miller
Ms. Kimberly Miller 6

Dr. Lewis Mitchell Jr. 5

Mr. Walter J. Morris Jr. 5

Dr. Donna T. Moses 5

Ms. Elizabeth P. Murray 5

Dr. R. Daniel Nable 5

Dr. Steven K. Nelson
Dr. Richardson M. Odum
Dr. Fred A. Padgelek
Dr. Kent G. Palcanis
Mr. R. Barkley Payne 5
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The Milton Antony Guild was
established to ensure the university’s
continued success through the support
of alumni and friends.

The guild, named in honor of MCG’s
founder, recognizes donors who have
generously provided or promised gifts to
MCG through bequests, trusts and other
life income gifts.

Membership in the Milton Antony
Guild also includes anyone who notifies
MCG of the intent to support the
university through a will, trust or life
income gift.

School of Dentistry members:
Drs. Connie and Richard Drisko*
Dr. Emile Fisher*
Dr. and Mrs. John Harden*
Dr. and Mrs. John Horvath
Dr. and Mrs. James Orrington

*milton antony guild founding member

If you have remembered the school in your will,
or would like to learn more about gift planning,

please contact Dale Crail,
School of Dentistry director of development,

at 706-721-8614 or
Tony Duva, associate vice president
for gift planning, at 706-721-1939.

The Milton Antony Guild

Milton Antony

Dr. Kent H. Percy 5

Mrs. Martha S. Phillips 5

Dr. and Mrs. James N. Powell*
Dr. Tri Quan
Dr. Tisha Ross
Dr. Kathleen S. Roth 5

Ms. Margaret Sale 5

Dr. A. Roddy Scarbrough
Dr. Charles S. Scruggs

Dr. Mohamed Sharawy
Dr. Michael K. Shrout
Ms. Cathy Siewick 2

Dr. Harvey Silverman 5

Dr. Richard A. Simms 5

Dr. Dan H. Singley 5

Southern Smiles Dental Associates 5

Ms. Dorothy Stirewalt
Dr. Karyn L. Stockwell 5

Dr. Murray and Renee Sykes 5

LTC Thomas J. Syracuse 3

Dr. James E. Talbot
Dr. John H. Taylor
The Arbor Strategy Group Inc.
Friends From The Estates Neighborhood 5

The Howell Tucker Sunday School Class 5

Dr. Keith R. Volkmann
Dr. Ted Khoi Vu
Dr. John L. Wasdin
Dr. Gordon E. Wheeler
Dr. Gary M. Whitford
Dr. Sally Young
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