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It was certainly a pleasure to talk to Dr. Margaret 
DeVore, one of our department’s most respected 
alumni, when she stopped by for a visit in April. 
When I asked her how much anesthesiology has 
changed since her days as a resident and practicing 

physician, her astute observation was that, while we 
may have newer technology and anesthetics, the heart 
of our profession has not changed: our patients are 
still sick and in need of our care. This sentiment ties in 
nicely, I think, with GHSU’s distinction as a Center for 
Patient-and Family-Centered Care. 

 While today‘s residents may practice intubating a 
difficult airway using a patient simulator or participate 
in self-directed learning via an iPhone, our focus should 
always be how we treat our patients. 
 We hope to see you at the American Society of 
Anesthesiologists meeting in Chicago. I’m proud of our 
faculty and residents for again representing us so well, 
as they are presenting two abstracts, an educational 
exhibit and 11 medically challenging cases. Please visit 
our poster presentations and stop by as well for our 
second annual alumni reception on Saturday, Oct. 15, 
7:30-9 p.m., at the Chicago Marriott Downtown. 
 We are proud of our history and hope you can join 
us for our celebrations next year. On Thursday, April 26, 
we will host a golf tournament at the River Club and 
a drop-in reception at the Marriott. On Friday, April 
27, we invite you to an open house and tour of our 
department during the day and a black-tie gala in the 
evening. We’re working hard to make this an event to 
remember for everyone.
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The Cockspur Island Lighthouse was built on an islet just off 
the eastern end of Cockspur Island to mark the south channel 
entrance of the Savannah River in 1849, but was destroyed 
by a hurricane five years later. It was replaced by a lighthouse 
whose eastern side was shaped like the prow of a ship to 
better withstand the punishing high seas. This lighthouse 
survived the Civil War despite being in the line of fire during the 
bombardment of Fort Pulaski in 1862. The Cockspur Lighthouse 
was decommissioned in 1909 when deep-draft ships started 
to use the north channel. More recently, it was placed on the 
Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation list of Places in Peril. 
(www.lighthousefriends.com)

The lighthouse symbolizes the anesthesiology profession. The 
official seal of the American Society of Anesthesiologists includes 
the motto, “Vigilance,” and a lighthouse, which represents the 
anesthetist’s dependable knowledge of the art of sleep.
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FACULTY and STAFF NEWS

Award recipients at the Graduation 
and Awards Banquet were:

Accomplished researcher named Professor

      Dr. Tohru Ikuta has been promoted 
from Associate Professor to Professor with 
tenure. Ikuta, who holds a joint appoint-
ment in graduate studies, has been Scien-
tific Director of the Comprehensive Sickle 
Cell Center since joining GHSU in 2004. 
      He completed his M.D., Ph.D. and 

residency training at Kyushu University in Japan, and served 
as chief physician of medicine at Fukuoka Prefectural Hospital. 
He completed postdoctoral training at Kyushu University and 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute at the University of California, 
San Francisco. Prior to joining the GHSU faculty, Ikuta was an 
Assistant Professor of Human Genetics and Director of Molecular 
Biology at Boston University.
 Ikuta received the 2001 Innovation of Clinical Research 
Award from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and the 2005 
Innovation Award from the MCG Office of Technology Transfer. 
He has reviewed manuscripts for American Journal of Hematol-
ogy, Blood, British Journal of Haematology, Haematologica and 
The New England Journal of Medicine, and has reviewed grant 
proposals for the National Institutes of Health since 2005. 
 In addition to authoring about 50 peer-reviewed publica-
tions, Ikuta has participated in several federally and foundation-
funded studies, including three five-year NIH grants as the 
principal investigator, each with direct costs of $200,000 per 
year. His research focuses on the pathophysiology of sickle cell 
disease. His lab is in the early stages of combining hydroxyurea 
with a phosphodiesterase inhibitor to treat sickle cell disease 
and other anemic disorders.

The graduating residents and their new positions are Dr. Lee Rawlings, St. Mary’s Hospital, Athens, 
Ga.; Dr. Richard Belle-Isle, pain medicine fellowship at GHSU; Dr. Jason Caywood, Georgetown 
Anesthesia Consultants, Georgetown, S.C.;  Dr. Martina Downard, pediatric fellowship at Duke 
University in Durham, N.C.;  Dr. Thomas Gallen, cardiothoracic fellowship at Cleveland Clinic in Ohio; 
and Dr. Harsha Setty, Martin Army Medical Community Center at Fort Benning, Ga.  Drs. Jay Spivey 
and Nikova Mason graduate mid-year.

Among our pain fellows, Dr. Anuj Aryal has joined our faculty as an Instructor and Dr. Brian Zeh is 
now with Pain Consultants of Atlanta. Dr. Mudassar Asghar will graduate mid-year.

Dr. Mary Arthur, Associate 
Professor, Margaret B. DeVore 
Residents’ Choice Award (second 
year in a row)

Dr. Steffen 
Meiler’s 
scientific article 
on the effect of 
pomalidomide on 
sickle cell mice, 
published in the July 28 issue of Blood, 
was placed by the Faculty of 1000, a 
post-publication peer review service, 
in the top 2 percent of published 
articles in biology and medicine.

Gene Murdock, certified registered 
nurse anesthetist, was among 
GHSU staff recognized by President 
Ricardo Azziz for his volunteer work 
at the Masters Golf Tournament. 
Murdock has been a member of The 
Masters Gallery Committee for 26 
years and supervises the front nine. 

Dr. Miram Afridi, Journal Club 
Award

Dr. Ellen Abellana, Robert S. 
Crumrine Award, given to a first-
year resident who exemplifies the 
characteristics of an anesthesiologist

Dr. Stephen Anderson, Resident 
Educator of the Year Award, chosen 
by medical students who participate 
in anesthesia elective rotation

Dr. Thomas Gallen, Robert D. 
Dripps Memorial Award, honoring 
a senior resident’s educational 
achievements

Dr. Nina de Vilmorin, Assistant 
Professor, Jack B. Williams Award of 
Excellence in Anesthesia Education, 
chosen by anesthesiology residents

Class of 2011 Nikova Mason (from left), Lee Rawlings, Jay Spivey, Richard Belle-Isle, 
Harsha Setty, Tom Gallen, Martina Downard and Jason Caywood.

Respiratory Therapy receives EPA Award of Excellence

 The respiratory therapy department recently received an Award 
of Excellence in Asthma Management from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency for its work in educating children with asthma and 
their families. According to the Georgia Department of Community Heath, 
about 600,000 Georgians, half of whom are children, have asthma. 
 The respiratory therapy department has held dozens of community 
asthma awareness events at local schools, churches and community 
health fairs, thanks in part to funding from Kohl’s Cares for Kids. During 
these events, children are screened with the Asthma Control Test and 
referred if necessary for pulmonary function testing. 
  The respiratory therapy department also formed an asthma response 
team to ensure that patients seen in the emergency department receive 
an asthma kit and action plan before discharge. About 1,000 asthma 
kits have been distributed at events and in the emergency department, 
according to Clifton Dennis, pediatric lead respiratory therapist.
 Dr. Al Head, Professor and Chairman, is the Medical Director of 
respiratory care. Dr. Manuel Castresana, Professor, and Pam Rosema, 
Instructor, also have joint appointments in respiratory therapy.
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Gale looking forward to retirement

 What does retiring after 21 years of service at GHSU mean to Gale 
Wilhelm? For starters, it means saying goodbye to coworkers she has 
come to know as friends.  
 “Over the years, your coworkers become a part of your family. I’ll 
miss that, and I hope to be able to maintain all of the friendships I’ve 
gained over the years,” she said. 
 Maintaining friendships is obviously close to her heart. Four friends 
date back to elementary school. They plan get-togethers at least once a 
year and most recently caught up in Atlanta this past summer. 
 Gale’s first GHSU position as a Purchasing Assistant laid the 
groundwork for her commitment to customer service. Before that, she 
worked in the accounting department for the Physicians Practice Group, 
where she got to know Susan Dawkins, our Residency and Fellowship 
Coordinator, and retired anesthesiology Business Manager Lori Warner. 
For the past few years, she has provided administrative support to pain 
medicine and general anesthesia faculty and coordinated BLS/ACLS 
training and Fundamental Critical Care Support workshops.
 When she clocks out for the last time in October, Gale will have more 
time to cheer on her five athletic grandchildren, ages 9 to 16. Avery 
and Drew play tennis, Sarah Blake is a gymnast, Will plays football and 
Zack golfs for Greenbrier High School, Southeastern Junior Golf Tour and 
Hurricane Junior Golf Tour.
 Retirement will also mean more time for impromptu trips with her 
husband of 42 years, Butch. They might, as they have in the past, get up 
one morning, jump in the car and let the road take them where it will. 
Happy trails, Gale!

Gregoretti  bids department 
‘arrivederci’ 

 Dr. Sergio Gregoretti retired in April 2011, 
ending a professional career spanning 35 years. After 
graduating magna cum laude from the University 
of Trieste Medical School in Italy, he completed 
anesthesiology residencies in Italy, the United 
Kingdom and the United States, an anesthesiology 

fellowship at McGill University in Montreal, Canada, and an anesthesiology research 
fellowship at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. He has worked as an 
anesthesiologist in Italy, The Netherlands and five U.S. states. 
 He received the UAB Robert Goodloe McGahey Prize for the best clinical study 
published by a member of the department, and was ranked among the university’s 
top-10 teachers in the department for three years in a row.

GHSU President Ricardo Azziz speaks to Green Team members.

We really want to hear from you.
We want to hear from our alumni. Whether you’ve received a promotion or grant award, or welcomed 
a little baby boy or girl into the world, please let us know. You can  email your news to Susan Dawkins 
at sdawkins@georgiahealth.edu or Nadine Odo at nodo@georgiahealth.edu.

GHSU holds rainy inaugural Earth Day 
 Each of us has probably heard the “reduce, reuse, recycle” mantra of the 
environmentally conscious. This past spring, GHSU showed how the institution and 
community can work together and “think green, live green, work green” during its 
inaugural Earth Day event.
 After an early-morning downpour, GHSU President Ricardo Azziz kicked off the 
event, which included fuel-efficient cars, community gardening and a drop-off for 
empty ink cartridges and used cell phones. Information was provided about GHSU’s 
involvement in sustainability. The new dental building, for example, is awaiting LEED 
(Leadership for Energy and Environmental Design) certification.
 Dr. Sanjeev Kapuria, Assistant Professor, and Gene Murdock, certified registered 
nurse anesthetist, serve on the Green Team (officially the Sustainability Committee). 
Nadine Odo is on the Education and Awareness workgroup, which organized the 
Earth Day event. The next Earth Day event will be April 20, 2012.

Gale Wilhelm (left) with long-time colleagues and friends Angie Skinner (seated) 
and Susan Dawkins
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Do You Have Your Pin? 
 We are continuing our 
fundraising campaign for 
the Zachariah W. Gramling 
Chairmanship and Margaret B. 
DeVore Professorship. With your 
help, we will one day have our first 
endowed chairmanship and professorship.
 “I think it would be great to recognize these two great people who have done 
so much for our department and for GHSU. I’ve worked with both of them and 
think the world of them,” said Susan Dawkins, Residency and Pain Medicine Fellow-
ship Coordinator.
   Giving level pins start with blue (below) for gifts of up to $999; bronze for 

$1,000-$2,499 (above); silver for $2,500-4,499; gold for $4,500-$7,499; 
and diamond for $7,500 and above.   

 Please contact Susan Dawkins at sdawkins@
georgiahealth.edu or Nadine Odo at nodo@
georgiahealth.edu or call us at 706-721-3871. 

J. Rico (clockwise from back left), Ashburn Searcy (Anes 1965), B. Haley, Robert Spears, 
H. Horseman, M. Rojas, Charles Mitchell, Zachariah Gramling, Margaret DeVore (Anes 1964), 
Henry Osborne

Alumna of note: DeVore reminisces 
about days as resident  

Among our 1960s-era graduates, Dr. 
Margaret B. DeVore stands out as 
perhaps one of our more distin-
guished alumni. She stopped by in 

April and recounted her days as resident in 
our program. 

 DeVore graduated magna cum laude from 
Winthrop College and was Second Honor 
Graduate at the Medical College of South 

Carolina (now the Medical University of South Carolina). After completing 
her internship, she went into private practice with her husband in West 
Virginia and South Carolina.  
 After deciding to pursue a career in anesthesiology, she met with Dr. 
Perry Volpitto, our then Chairman. She had just had her second set of twins, 
for a total of five children, and wasn’t sure if she could complete residency 
training. “But he assured me that day that the operating room didn’t operate 
much in the afternoon and that at least by 3 o’clock I should be out each day. 
So I waited some 30 years and retired and I am still waiting for that 3 o’clock 
exit,” she quipped.
 “Dr. Volpitto was sort of a hard taskmaster about training,” she recalled. 
”He felt it was extremely important that the anesthesiologists be well 
trained clinically, but he also pushed the matter of academics.”
 When she completed her residency in 1964, DeVore joined the GHSU 
faculty as an Instructor, and rose through the ranks to Professor in nine 
years. Her concern for students led her to become MCG’s first Associate Dean 
for Students in 1979. When she first began working with students, most 
were white males. By the time she retired in 1991, she noted that there was 
no longer a typical student.
 The biggest change in the profession through the years, she said, is the 
equipment. But “the patients haven’t changed. They’re still ill, they still need 
surgery, they still need to be cared for,” DeVore said. 
 In addition to chairing the department’s Residency Education Commit-
tee for over 10 years, she was also briefly the acting department Chairwom-
an. A member of the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society, DeVore 
received MCG’s 1978 Distinguished Faculty Award and our department’s first 
Residents’ Choice Award (1989) named in her honor. She retired in 1991 as 
Professor and Associate Dean for Students Emerita. The following year, by 
unanimous decision, she received the Mary Mildred Sullivan Award, 
the highest honor Winthrop College bestows on its alumni, for “self-
less dedication of time, energy and talent in service to others.” 

Circa 1967

You’re invited to our ASA alumni reception

Will you be in Chicago for the American Society of Anesthesiologists 
meeting? If so, please join us for our second annual ASA Alumni 
Reception on Saturday, Oct. 15, 7:30-9 p.m. for drinks and hors 
d’oeuvres. You’ll find us in the Purdue Room of the Chicago Marriott 
Downtown. Please RSVP to Susan Dawkins, our residency and 
pain medicine fellowship coordinator, 706-721-4544 or 
sdawkins@georgiahealth.edu.

75th anniversary celebration

We’re ready to share a bit more about our celebration plans with you. 
 On Wednesday, April 25, we’ll have a registration table at the 
Augusta Marriott. On Thursday, April 26, we’re holding a golf 

tournament at the River Club, then a drop-in reception at the Marriott that 
evening with heavy hors 
d’oeuvres. Friday’s schedule 
includes a breakfast buffet at 
the Marriott and an open house 
and tour of our department. 
Our gala black-tie event will 
be held that evening at the 
Marriott. 
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What’s That? 
Over the years, various masks have been developed to deliver inhaled 
anesthetics. Pictured are the Trimar mask, circa 1960 (clockwise from top); 
Schimmelbusch ether mask, 1800s; and two pediatric ether masks, circa 1900.

Thalidomide analog holds hope as 
sickle cell treatment

A thalidomide analog is shaping up to be a safe, worthy 
opponent of sickle cell disease. 
     Much like hydroxyurea, the only Food and Drug 

Administration-approved therapy for sickle cell, pomalidomide 
increases production of fetal hemoglobin which, unlike its adult 
counterpart, cannot take on the destructive sickle shape.
 In stark contrast, pomalidomide also preserves bone marrow 
function, actually increasing proliferation of the cells that make 
oxygen-carrying red blood cells, GHSU researchers report in the 
journal Blood. Hydroxyurea is known to suppress bone marrow 
function, potentially leaving patients susceptible to infection and 
bleeding.
 “We were thrilled to find that pomalidomide stimulated fetal 
hemoglobin expression without toxicity to the bone marrow and 

increased productions of red blood cells in the face of anemia,” said 
Dr. Steffen Meiler, Professor and the study’s corresponding author.
 The study compared pomalidomide to hydroxyurea as well as 
a combination of the drugs in a mouse model of sickle cell disease. 
After eight weeks, both pomalidomide and hydroxyurea increased 
fetal hemoglobin, but only pomalidomide was kind to the bone 
marrow. Surprisingly, when the drugs were given together, all 
benefits were lost.
 “We are excited and optimistic about pomalidomide doing 
the same thing for patients, meaning it will boost their fetal 
hemoglobin and boost their red blood cells,” said Dr. Abdullah 
Kutlar, Director of the GHSU Sickle Cell Center and a study co-
author. “If we can do that, it will be the best of both worlds.” Kutlar 
is a principal investigator on a phase 1 trial pursuing the drug’s 
clinical potential.
 Despite its notorious reputation for causing birth defects, 
thalidomide and now its analogs are carving out a potentially 
positive future for their ability to regulate the immune response.
–Condensed version of the story written by Toni Baker

Dr. Ivan Florentino-Pineda, Associate Professor, is helping colleagues in Latin America 
understand temporary combativeness after surgery, a complication that affects about 
half of anesthetized children.

 Florentino-Pineda spoke about emergence delirium at the Latin American Society of 
Anesthesiology Symposium in Valencia, Venezuela in May.
 “Some children wake up after surgery and begin crying and become combative,” 
Florentino-Pineda said. “They are often extremely frightened, disoriented and refuse to be 
comforted, even after being reunited with their parents. Some even hallucinate and become 
so agitated that they have to be restrained.”
 Children ages 2-5 are more likely to display signs of emergence delirium, also known as 
emergence agitation.
 The condition, first described in 1961, may be preventable with drugs that decrease 
norepinephrine, a hormone the prompts the fight-or-flight response, a sympathetic nervous 
system reaction. Delirium is likely caused by a brain dysfunction that results from the release 
of hormones such as norepinephrine, he said.
 After presenting his research in Honduras last year, the society approached Florentino-
Pineda about participating in anesthesia education projects in Latin America. He was named 
a Professor (instructor) in the society and will share his experiences and research with 
anesthesiologists all over Latin America.
 “Preventing this as much as possible is a way to improve children’s experience with 
the operating room and anesthesia,” he said. “People used to be simply concerned about 
whether the patient woke up from surgery. Now the practice has shifted to focus on a better 
experience for the patients and their families.”
–Condensed version of the story written by Toni Baker

?

Emergence delirium 
discussed at Latin 
American symposium

Drs. Steffen Meiler and Abdullah Kutlar

Dr. Ivan Florentino-Pineda
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Peer-Reviewed Publications
 
Dos Santos JL, Lanaro C, Lima LM, Gambero 
S, Franco-Penteado CF, Alexandre-Moreira 
MS, Wade M, Yerigenahally S, Kutlar A, 
Meiler SE, Costa FF, Chung M. Design, synthesis 
and pharmacological evaluation of novel hybrid 
compounds to treat sickle cell disease symptoms. 
Journal of Medicinal Chemistry 2011:54;5811-
5819

Ikuta T, Adekile AD, Gutsaeva DR, Parkerson 
JB, Yerigenahally SD, Clair B, Kutlar A, Odo N, 
Head CA. The proinflammatory cytokine GM-CSF 
downregulates fetal hemoglobin expression by at-
tenuating the cAMP-dependent pathway in sickle 
cell disease. Blood Cells, Molecules and Diseases 
[Epub ahead of print]

Ikuta T, Thatte HS, Tang JX, Mukerji I, Knee 
K, Bridges KR, Wang S, Montero-Huerta P, 
Joshi RM,  Head CA. Nitric oxide reduces sickle 
hemoglobin polymerization: potential role of nitric 
oxide-induced charge alteration in depolymeriza-
tion.  Archives of Biochemistry and Biophysics 
2011:510;53-61. Epub 2011 March 30

King MD, McCracken DJ, Wade FM, Meiler 
SE, Alleyne CH, Dhandapani KM. Attenuation 
of hematoma size and neurological injury with 
curcumin following intracerebral hemorrhage in 
mice. Journal of Neurosurgery 2011;115:116-123
 
Meiler SE, Wade M, Kutlar F, Yerigenahally 
SD, Xue Y, Montouh-de Parseval LA, Corral 
LG, Swerdlow PS, Kutlar A. Pomalidomide 
augments fetal hemoglobin production without 
the myelosuppressive effects of hydroxyurea in 
transgenic sickle cell mice. Blood. Epub  2011 
May 2

Presentations

Arthur ME, Boden B, Odo N, Orizu CB, Cas-
tresana M, Patel V. A retrospective single-center 
review of the impact of oxygenator change on 
blood component usage in cardiothoracic surgery. 
American Society of Anesthesiologists, Chicago, 
October 2011

Arthur M, Reddy S, Wells S, Odo N, Wade 
M, Castresana M, Patel V. FEV1 index may be 
an alternative to the FEV1% predicted to assess 
pulmonary function in thoracic patients. Society of 
Cardiovascular Anesthesiologists, Savannah, GA, 
April-May 2011

Kumar V, Castresana D, Arthur M, Castresana 
M. Propofol versus propofol/ketamine anesthesia 
for direct current cardioversion (DCCV). American 
Society of Anesthesiologists, Chicago,  October 
2011

Kumar V, Spivey J, Rawlings J, Arthur M, 
Castresana M, Patel V. Low dose propofol and 
ketamine anesthesia for cardioversion allows 
obese patients to independently maintain a patent 
airway.  International Anesthesia Research Society, 
Vancouver, Canada, May 2011

Li S, Goyal D, Li Z, Chen Z, Wade M, Meiler SE, 
Porteus M, Dynan W. Gene correction by direct 
protein delivery. International Society for Stem Cell 
Research, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, June 2011

Mayfield JB, Head CA. Anesthesiology mobile 
educational initiative project. Harvard Macy 
Institute Program for Educators in the Health 
Professions, May 2011

Scientific and Educational 
Exhibits

Donald R, Doyle D, Odo N, Dubin S, Donner M, 
Singer M, Terris DJ. Quality anesthesia for the 
modern ambulatory thyroid surgeries. American 
Society of Anesthesiologists, Chicago, October 
2011

Donald R, Odo N, Bellam R, Judd B, Mayfield 
J. Effective strategies to optimize anesthesiol-
ogy clerkships and initiatives to attract the top 
medical students to anesthesiology. International 
Anesthesia Research Society, Vancouver, Canada, 
May 2011

Medically Challenging Cases

Castresana D, Kumar V, Castresana M. 
Anesthetic management of a patient with 
severe hypoxemia and pulmonary hypertension 
undergoing atrial flutter ablation using nitric 
oxide and dexmedetomidine. American Society of 
Anesthesiologists, Chicago, October 2011

Castresana D, Kumar V, Castresana M. 
Pheochromocytoma detected during anesthesia 
induction. American Society of Anesthesiologists, 
Chicago, October 2011

Coleman L Hua Y. Tracheal laceration during 
non-difficult, routine intubation. American Society 
of Anesthesiologists, Chicago, October 2011

Ford M, Dubin S. Muscle relaxants’ role in 
intubation with large goiter. American Society of 
Anesthesiologists, Chicago, October 2011

Ford M, O’Bannon R. Post-operative respiratory 
distress in undiagnosed acute hepatorenal failure. 
American Society of Anesthesiologists, Chicago, 
October 2011

Grinage B, Belle-Isle R, Patel V, Arthur M. 
Lung isolation and anesthetic management in a 
patient with a supracarinal tracheal tear. American 
Society of Anesthesiologists, Chicago, October 
2011

Kumar V, Bellam R. Spinal myoclonus after 
spinal anesthesia. American Society of Anesthesi-
ologists, Chicago, October 2011

Kumar V, Castresana M. Hemodynamic support 
with minimally invasive catheter-based ventricular 
assist device (Impella) after cardiac arrest during 
ventricular tachycardia ablation. American Society 
of Anesthesiologists, Chicago, October 2011 

Kumar V, Donald R.  Super-obese ambulatory 
patient with pulmonary embolism during hys-
teroscopy. American Society of Anesthesiologists, 
Chicago, October 2011

Mason NR, Donald RR. Dexmedetomidine 
anesthesia for intracranial subthalamic deep-brain 
stimulator electrode implantation. American 
Society of Anesthesiologists, Chicago, October 
2011

 Mason NR, Donald RR. Obstetrical an-
esthetic management of a parturient with 
Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease. American Society of 
Anesthesiologists, Chicago, October 2011 

Invited Lectures

Florentino-Pineda I. Emergence delirium in the 
pediatric population. Confederacion Latino Ameri-
cana de Sociedades de Anestesiologia, Valencia, 
Venezuela, May 2011

Florentino-Pineda I. Neuroaxial blocks in 
pediatrics: caudal, spinal and epidural anesthesia. 
Confederacion Latino Americana de Sociedades de 
Anestesiologia, Valencia, Venezuela, May 2011

Qadeer A. Upper-respiratory tract infections in 
kids: when to proceed. Georgia Society of Anesthe-
siologists, July 2011

Letters to the Editor

Kumar V, Spivey  J, Arthur M, Castresana M. 
Pheochromocytoma detected during anesthesia 
induction. Journal of Cardiothoracic and Vascular 
Anesthesia July 6, 2011 [Epub ahead of print]

Currently Funded Research

Dr. Steffen Meiler, Co-Principal Investigator. 
Nanomedicine Center for Nucleoprotein Machines. 
NIH/Nanomedicine Roadmap, 2005-2015

Dr. Tohru Ikuta, Principal Investigator. New 
hydroxyurea-based combination therapy for sickle 
cell disease. Southeastern Exploratory Sickle Cell 
Center of Excellence. NIH/National Center on 
Minority Health and Health Disparities, 2009-2013

Dr. Meiler, Co-Investigator. Southeastern 
Exploratory Center for Excellence. NIH/ National 
Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities

Dr. Manuel Castresana, Sub-Investigator. 
Low-dose ketamine for anesthesia patients 
undergoing direct current cardioversion

Dr. Castresana, Sub-Investigator. Prospective 
observational clinical trial to investigate the 
clinical utility of the Integrated Pulmonary IndexTM 
(IPITM) to predict ability to wean from mechanical 
ventilation
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