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At Zeng last the cork tree Clay Adamson's physical plant division has fought 
to save has been moved to its new home between the R&E building and the Hamilton 
Wing. A 35 ton crane and a hard day's work were required to corrpZete the move. 

Greenblatt chair to Mahesh 
The Board of Regents of 

the University System of 
Georgia recently approved 
Dr. Virendra Mahesh as 
recipient of the Robert B. 
Greenblatt Professorship 
at the Medical College of 
Georgia. 

Mahesh currently serves 
as chairman of the depart-
ment of endocrinology and 
is a Regents' professor. 
He also serves as director 
of the Center for Popula-
tion Studies, and much of 

Mahesh's research has con-
cerned human reproduction 
and population controls. 

Dr. Robert Greenblatt 
is professor emeritus of 
endocrinology, having re-
tired from MCG in 1974. 
He is recognized as a 
leading international cli~ 
nician and researcher of 
disorders in women. He 
is credited with develop-
ment of several contracep-
tive and fertility medi-
cines. And, his early 
research contributed to 
the eradication of one of 
the minor venereal dis-
eases. 
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Accuracy, time 
main savings of 
trace system 

11Where is the medical 
record for patient number 
245 703?" 

"Ask Tracy, she'll tell 
us." 

In less than three sec-
onds Tracy replies with 
both the last charge-out 
destination and date of 
that action. 

In early September 
a mini-computer named 
"Tracy" was installed in 
the medical record depart-
ment to assist in the cha-
otic record charge~out and 
retrieval process. Tracy 
(computerized tracer sys-
tem) is now on the job, 
night and day, 24 hours 
per day, seven days a week 
with no complaining and 
only an occasional hic-
cup due to electrical 
surges. Tracy accepts in-
formation on all medical 
records leaving the de-
partment, responds to all 
user record requests, be 
they individual requests 
or a fifty patient clinic 
appointment list, accepts 
information on all records 
returning to the depart-
ment, provides on demand 
a wide variety of reports 
on the records out of the 
department at any one time, 
and finally keeps her own 
daily workload statistics. 

"Our aim is to provide 
all needed records to all 
the clinics and physicians 
at all times," Jeri 
Whitworth of the medical 
record department says of 
the new computerized trac-
er system. 

The system, which enables 
the department to know 
the location of patient 
records at any given time, 
has been in operation for 
about a month and is al-
ready providing positive 
results, she says. 

"We process about 3,000 
record requests a week,'' 
Whitworth relates, "and 
our files hold records on 
about 254,800 patients, 
everybody who has been 
admitted since Talmadge 
opened." 

Under the old system, 
which was manual, finding 
some records could take a 
good deal of time. "With 
the new computerized trac-
er system, we have saved 
up to four hours of em-
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MAST service combines 
military, civilian efforts 

A unique emergency 
medical service to hospi-
tals across the state of 
Georgia has just completed 
its 500th mission. 

Melenson explains. They 
also are responsible for 
monitoring the proper use 
of the Program. 

Two of the 29 MAST pro-
grams in the United States 
are in Georgia, one at 
Ft . Stewart in the eastern 
part of the state and the 
other at Ft. Benning, serv-
ing the western section. 
Both of these programs 

Representat ive Art Gignilliat~ chairman of the Georgia 
House University Sy s tem Committee~ talks with President 

MAST (Military Assist-
ance to Safety and Traffic) 
is a joint venture of the 
civilian and military com-
munities to provide heli-
copter ambulance service to 
the civilian population, 
according to Richard S. 
Melenson, assistant admin~ 
i strator, Ta lma dge Hospital. 

are funded by voluntary 
contributions solicited 
f rom the civilian connnun-
i ty. Services are provid-
ed free of charge, he con-
tinues. 

William Moretz during a r ecent gathering of legislator s 
on the MCG campus. Various college personnel made 
presentations at the meeting . 

The military is respon-
sible for providing the 
helicopters (fueled and 
properly maintained) and 

Blood bank need • t d staffing them with trained CI e emergency medical techni-
cians around the clock. 

Talmadge Memorial 
Hospital uses the service 
based at Ft. Stewart pro-
vided by the 3rd Platoon, 
498 Medical Company, an 
air ambulance unit. It 
covers approx i mately 50 
counties in the eastern 
por tion of Georgia within 
a 125 mile radius of Ft. 
Stewart. "MAST helicop-
ters travel as far south 

Editor 's note : Thi s is 
the f irs t of four ins tall-
ments wr itten for Intercom 
by Dr. M.M. Fatteh~ direc-
tor of the MCG blood bank . 
Dr . Fatteh is concerned 
with the lack of support 
given t o the blood bank 
by the emp l oyees and in 
these articles wi l l ex-
plain why employee partic-
ipation is vital to the 
continuing efforts of the 
blood bank. If you wish 
to j oin the MCG Blood 
Assurance Plan; either 
stop by the blood bank 
located on the first floor 
of the outpatient building 
or ca 7., Z. them a -t ex ten:::,-i.un 
486? for more information . 

Talmadge Hosp i t a l i s a 
tertiary r eferral hospita L 
This means most complicat-
ed patients a r e s ent here 
from all over Georgia f or 
specialized treatment . 
Such patients requi re spe-
cial attention and sophis-
ticated treatment. 

However, there are 
drawbacks too. These pa-
tients with complex prob-
lems require more blood 
products, such a s red 
cells, plasma, platelets 
and white cells, for 
treatment. At present 
there is no other alter-
native but to get these 
products from human donors. 
It would seem every re-
sponsible person would 
understand the need for 
donating blood because a 
person would expect to 
receive blood i f they 
ever needed it . This is 
not true. Most people, 
although aware of a blood 
shortage, are not willing 
to donate their blood. 
From July 1978 through 
May 1979 MCG transfused 
12,778 units of blood, 
233 of which were replaced 
by relatives of the pa-
tients. Eighty six units 
were donated through the 
·Medical College of Georgia 
Blood As s.urance Program 
supported by MCG and 
Talmadge Hospital employ-
ees and students. This 
constitutes 0.67% of our 

blood need. How many The civi lian connnunity , 
times have you donated through the MAST Civilian 
blood? Coordina ting Committee, is 

Since our I mmediate responsible for providing 
Ca re Facility is open f or equipment and supplies not 
MCG employees, students normally us ed by the mili-
and their f amilies, we tary, such as radios, in-
have to rely more heavi- f ant transpor ters and ex-
ly f or our blood needs on pendable first aid supplies , 
sources other than our 
own (employees and patient 
r el a tives). 

Other sour ces a r e Red 
Cros s Centers i n Savannah, 
Columbia and Atlanta , paid 
donors , and a Commer cial 
Blood Center providing 
blood through profess i onal 
donors. Fortunately we do 
not need to rely heavil y 
on Commerci al Bl ood Centers 
f or our blood needs, since 
there i s a reported higher 
incidence of hepat i tis 
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from trans f usion of blood 
obtai ned f rom professional 
donors. Most of our paid 
donors are students in our 
i nstitution. They prefer 
to be paid for their dona-
tions ( blood, platelets 
and granulocytes) so that 
they can have a little 
extra money in their pock-
e ts. We are thankful for 
their support. 

MCG medical illustration students and their counterparts 
from Johns Hopkins University recently spent two da,ys 
in Augus ta exchangi ng i deas. Highl i ghting the visi t 
was the pr esentation by Mrs. Ranice Crosby ~ director of 
the department of ar t as app lied to medici ne at Johns 
Hopkins~ of several original works of Max Broedel~ t he 
fother of medical i l lustration. 

Computer aids medical records can ' t from. p . 1 

ployee time in processing 
scheduled clinic request 
lists . Telephone requests 
can also be processed more 
expeditiously ," she states. 

In addition to saving 
employee time on the job, 
there are other benefits 
with the new sy stem. "We 
have the capability to 
know where records are 
when they have left the 
department, and how long 
they have been out of the 
department," she relates. 
"We have had very good 
coopeTation from the peo-
ple in the c l inics and the 
physicians in getting the 
records back to us in a 
reasonable time." 

An interesting aspect 
of the new system is that 
it costs very little money 
since the computer was 

already at the Medical 
College. Richard Salerno, 
assistant hospj_tal admin-
istrator says that after 
the consultants suggested 
using a computer in medi-
cal records, one was loaned 
to the medical record de-
partment by Dr. Jack 
Williams i~ anesthesiology. 
"They agreed to the loan 
so we could see how much 
the system would really 
benefit us," Salerno says. 

The clinical inf orma-
tion systems development 
group in response to the 
hospital administration's 
request developed and in-
stalled the medical record 
department tracer system 
in a little over one month. 
Gene Harrison CIS manager, 
says "This fast develop-
ment was due to the fact 

we were familiar with the 
Wang having already used 
three more in the hospital." 
Harrison sees additional 
benefits from the new com-
put er service. "Besides 
saving time and man hours, 
we will have better ac-
curacy and will be better 
able to insure retrieval 
of records for patient 
care," he states. 

With the computerized 
tracer system already 
working well, Whitworth 
says the role of the com-
puter may be expanded. 
uwe can see many more 
possible uses for the fu-
ture,'' she says, " now 
that we know what it will 
do." The current "Tracy" 
is only the pilot project 
version of the ultimate 
Tracer System. 



M CG psychiatrists test experimental drug 
Two Medical College of 

Georgia psychiatrists are 
using an experimental 
drug never before used in 
the United States to treat 
patients who are diagnosed 
as obsessive-compulsive 
neurotics, and patients 
are needed. 

"Prior to now, this 
disorder carried with it 
one of the most hopeless 
prognoses in all of the 
psychiatric syndromes," 
states Dr. Evan Torch, 
third year psychiatry 
resident. 

Dr. Torch and Dr. Emmett 
R. Bishop, Jr., assistant 
professor of psychiatry , 
are part of a multiple 
disciplinary team involved 
in research into Anaf ranil 
(scientifically known as 
chlormipramine), a new 
drug known in technical 
terms as "tertiary amine 
affecting" tricyclic anti-
depressant. 

"Obsessive-compulsive 
·neurotics are people who 
suffer from a thought or 
idea perceived as totally 
absurd and irrational (an 
obsession) or an action or 
ritual (compulsion) which 
they cannot prevent or 
resist," states Torch. 

Examples of obsessional 
behavior might be a person 
who constantly feels the 
µeed to harm his child; 
or one who must not say a 
profane word ; or must not 
wish for the death of his 
mother, he continues. 

According to the psy-
chiatrist, compuls ive be-
havior is illustrated in 
the example of a woman 
who can't stop washing 
her hands; or a man who 
can't leave the house un-
til all gas lines are 
checked for leaks; or a 
person who must go through 
an orderly ritual of vac-
uuming, mopping or dustin~ 

"These cases usually 
become so severe that the 
person is totally immobi-
lized, of ten being unable 
to carry on a conversation 
for fear of repeating a 
forbidden thought," states 
Torch. In some cases the 
person can't leave home 
because of fear of con-
tamination--havi ng to 
shake someone's hand or 
thoughts of some calamity 
occurring while gone> he 
continues. 

Drs. Torch and Bishop 
are using a double blind 
randomized study where 
certain patients will re-
ceive an anti-depressant 
and others will receive 
the experimental drug. 

Torch emphasizes that 
they must distinguish 
between the perfection-
is tic, goal-oriented, 
conscientious person from 
people who are almost 
totally incapacitated by a 
particular "never-ending" 

obsess ive or compulsive 
system. 

As stated previously, 
patients are needed fo r this 
study. Qualifications are: 

1. 18-65 years old 
(male or female); 

2. At the onset of the 
rituals, the person should 
not have been severely 
depressed; 

3. Persons with glau-
coma, heart disease, pros-
tatic hypertrophy or any 
other significant medical 
disorders, such as seizures 
dyscrasias or thyroid ab-
normalities cannot be used· ' 4. Person cannot be 
suffering from or have had 
schizophrenia diagnosed; 

5. Woman cannot be 
pregnant or planning to 
become pregnant; 

6. Person taking any 
other psychotrophic (psy-
chiatric) drugs cannot be 
used. 

(Those who meet the 
qualifications and wish to 
volunteer as a patient 

' 

ment of a previously al-
most hopelessly pessimistic 
diagnosis of patients, and 
American doctors are trying 
to prove to the Federal 

Drug Administration (FDA) 
that this drug will be as 
effective in this country 
as it has been around the 
world," he says 

An assortment of Halloween creatures from among the 
Talmadge staff entertained pediatric patients on the 
recent witches ' day . Some of the youngsters got into 
the 'spirit' of the day as weZl . 

United Way over 90% of goal 
we'll make the $51,000, 
since everyone has been 
so helpful and willing. 

The United Way fund 
raising campaign held it's 
final report meeting Nov. 
15. While the final tal-
lies were not available 
before Intercom press time, 
campaign leaders are con-
fident and optimistic. 
Wednesday will carry the ..... ~~=-,,,_,,_. __ _..,.~~~-----=,---~~-"-

final figures. 

The Medical College has 
always supported the United 
Way, and this year, our 
employees continued to 
express their desire to 
help the Augusta community." 

Citing the general 
economic picture as a con~ 
tributing factor in making 
it difficult for many to 
give more than they did, 
Wilkes and Levy are very 
complimentary of the ef-
fort put forth by MCG 
employees. 

should contact Dr. Evan 
Torch at 404/828-3141 
during the day.) 

According to Torch, 
patients will be given 
complete physical exams 
and psychiatric exams and 
they will be required to 
fill out a self-rating 
scale. At the end of the 
12 weeks, the code will be 
broken and the psychiatrists 
will be able to see if the 
patients on Anafranil have 
improved. 

"This drug is a major 
breakthrough in the treat-

Cheryl Wilkes and Dr. 
Maurice Levy who coordi-
nated this year's effort 
say that in mid-November 
we had topped last year's 
level of giving and were 
in excess of 90 percent of 
this year's goal. 

"We're hopeful that 

MAST serves community 

as Camden County, as far 
north as Burke, as far 
east as Chatham and as far 
west as Irwin County." 

MAST helicopters are 
used, explains Melenson , 
when use of available 
ground transportation will 

\ I 

Wylene Freeman~ President's office~ made a clean sweep 
in the recent Exchange Club Fair . Wylene took first 
for a cactus and second and third for her violets. 
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cause a delay in treat-
ment, jeopardizing the 
welfare of the patient; or 
ground ambulance services 
are not available and 
emergency medical care is 
required enroute to a 
medical facility. 

MAST can also be used 
to quickly transport 
medical personnel, sup~ 
plies, vital organs and 
whole blood. 

Melenson emphasizes 
that the MAST program is 
an example of cooperation 
between several service 
organizations. 

"Everyone works togeth-
er . In Augusta, the mil-
itary helicopter lands at 
University Hospital, the 
Augusta Fire Department 
provides fire protection 
at the landing site when 
the helicopter touches 
down, Richmond County and 
University Hospital pro-
vide the ambulances to 
transfer the patient and 
Talmadge Hospital provides 
acute tertiary inpatient 
care." 



NOTABLES 
J.G. SMITH, JR. MD, chair., derm, was elected vice-

pres. of Amer. Bd. of Derm. at annual meeting in Chicago. 

H. I. WEISMAN DDS, endodont, presented ''Instrumenta-
tion and Obturation" as part of panel, "Endodontic Treat.,.. 
ment Simplified" at annual meeting, Amer. Dent, Assn., 
Dallas. 

WEISMAN wrote professional ed. bulletin, "Acid ... etch 
and Labial Wire Splinting of Luxated Teeth" for Amer. 
Assn. of Endodont. 

J.B. WILLIAMS MD, anes/surg, has been certified a 
fellow of the Amer. College of Anesthesiologists. 

WILLIAMS presented "Respiratory Complications of 
Burns" and "Non-cardiac Pulmonary Edema" at seminar, 
"Respiratory Critical Care" in Chattanooga. 

J.E. WILLIAMS DDS, comm dent, became acer-
tified fellow of the Amer. College of Den-
tists at the annual convocation in Dallas. 

J.B. WILSON MS, cmb, presented "Separation of Tryptic 
Peptides of Normal and Abnormal A,B,G and D Hemoglobin 
Chains by High Performance Liquid Chromatography" at 
Intl. Liquid Chromatography Symposium for Biological/ 
Biomedical Applications, held in Boston. Co-authors 
were H. LAM BS, MT, and P. PRAVATMUANG BS, MT, both prot 
chem, along with T.H.J. HUISMAN, PhD, DSc, Reg. prof. & 
chair./cmb, dir./Sickle Cell Ctr. 

T.H.J. HUISMAN, with J. CARVER, J. DOBLER, and P.F. 
MILNER MD, cmb/Sickle Cell Ctr., wrote "Microchromato-
graphic Quantitation of Fetal Hemoglobin in Patients 
with Sickle Cell Disease," Hemoglobin 3:341-351, 1979. 

L. GRIFFIN MA, stud affairs, received a certificate 
for outstanding service rendered in t he program of edu-
cation for youth in Georgia, and the promotion of PROBE, 
a look into post-secondary education. The award was 
made at the Ga. School Counselors Convention in Atlanta. 

J. NEWMAN BS, PT, and B.J. MAY EdD, chair./PT, pre~ 
sented a workshop, "Designing Problem Solving Learning 
Experiences" in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 

NEWMAN and MAY also presented a radio program on the 
MCG PT edu. program to an audience scattered throughout 
Newfoundland. 

E.B. FELDMAN MD, chief/nutrition, received $148,841 
from Div. of Asso. Health Professions, HEW, for "Inter-
disciplinary Nutrition Edu. Training Program," 

A. OZAWA MD, derm, received the 1979 Minami 
Memorial Prize of the Japan Dermatological 
Soc., awarded to one Japanese dermatologist 

for the best published dermatological article for the 
year. 

P.G. MCDONOUGH MD, chief/reproductive endocrin & 
genetics, and R.D. GAMBRELL MD, ob/gyn, wrote "The Ado-
lescent Gynecologic Patient and Her Problems," Clinical 
Ob. and Gyn., ed., A.F. Goldfarb, 'Harper & Row Publish-
ers, 22:491, 1979. 

MCDONOUGH and M.A. FREEDMAN MD, ob/gyn, wrote "Evalu-
ation of Isosexual Precocious Puberty," The Female Pa.,.. 
tient 4:43, 1979. 

MCDONOUGH, P.D. MANGANIELLO MD, J.R. BYRD PhD, and 
P.T. THO, fellow, all endocrin, wrote "A Report of the 
Safety and Accuracy of Midtrimester Amniocentesis at 
the Med. College of Ga.: Eight and One Half Years' 
Experience," Amer. J. Ob. & Gyn. 134:911, 1979. 

THO, BYRD and MCDONOUGH wrote "Etiologies and Subse-
quent Reproductive Performance of 100 Couples with Re-
current Abortion," Fertil. Steril. 32: 389, 1979, 

BYRD, MCDONOUGH and J.G. JOHNSON, former resident, 
ob/gyn, wrote "True Hermaphroditism with Peripheral 
Blood and Gonadal Karyotyping, 11 Ob. & Gyn. 54: 549, 1979. 

L.M. GREENBAUM PhD, chair., pharm, received 
$54, 531 from Natl. Cancer Inst. for "Anti-
proteases as Potential Ascites Retardants." 

J.B. GREEN MD, chair., neuro, received $18,083 from 
Bureau of Corrrrn. Health Services, HEW, for "Maternal and 
Child Health Training Grant." 

K. GREEN PhD, Reg. prof ./ophth, with D.S. HULL MD, 
and R.G.W. GODBEY MD, both ophth, wrote "Influence of 
Cetylpryidinium Chloride on Corneal Permeability to Pen-
icillin," J. of Pharm. Sc. 68:1176-1180, 1979. 

GREEN and D.L. MacKeen PhD, Washington, D.C., wrote 
"Chlorhexidine Kinetics in Hard Contact Lenses," J. of 
Phar. and Pharm. 31:614-716, 1979. 

J.B. HUDSON MD, chief, nephrology, continues to hold 
the Amer. Heart Assn. Chair of Cardiovascular Res. 

AHA investigator and recipient of a new grant-in-aid 
for "Myocardial Calcium: Its Role in Contractility Mo-
dulation" is R.C. KOLBECK PhD, med. 

Others receiving new grants-in-aid are T.B. ALLISON 
PhD, pharm, for Metabolic Regulation in the Reperfused 
Ischemic Heart;" 

J.F. DELAHAYES PhD, physio, for "Role of Adenosine 
in Ischemic Conduction Block;" 

D.M. DORAN PhD, cmb, for "Antenatal Diagnosis of Spe-
cific Hemoglobinopathies;" and 

O.F. MULLIGAN MD, med, for "Control of Renin Release 
in Normal Man." 

J. HOBBS MD, fam prac, was elected a Fellow in the 
Amer. Acad. of Fam. Physicians. 

HOBBS, appointed course dir., Phase I Physical Diag-
nosis. 

D.L. KOTH DDS, MS, rester dent, at 1979 Amer. Dent. 
Assn. meeting in Dallas, presented "Single Crystal Sap-
phire Endosteal Implants: Preliminary Animal Studies," 
"Human Trials of Single Crystal Sapphire Endosteal Im-
plants: Preliminary Observations," and a table clinic, 
"A Current Overview of Tissue Retraction Materials." 

D.L, LAPP PhD, cmb, received $26,225 from Natl. Inst. 
of Allergy & Infectious Dis. for "Trehalose Metabolism 
in the Parasitic Nematode Ascaris." 

V. BOONPUCKNAVIG MD, visiting prof., path, with V. 
Sitprija MD, Chulalong Koin Med. Sch.~ Bangkok, Thailand, 
wrote "Snake Venoms and Nephrotoxicity," Handbook of 
~xptl. Pharm., ed., Chem-Yuan Lee, Berlin Heidelberg~ 
Springer-Verlag, 997-1018 , 1979. 

BOONPUCKNAVIG and Sitprija also wrote "Renal Disease 
in Acute Plasmodium Infection in Man," Kidney Intl. 16: 
44-52, 1979. 

BOONPUCKNAVIG, and S. Boonpucknavig MD, Chulalong 
Koin Med. Sch., Bangkok, with N. Bhamarapravati MD and 
S. Nimanit MD, both Mahidol Univ., Bangkok, wrote "Im-
munofluorescence Study of Skin Rash in Patients with 
Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever," Arch. Path. Lab. Med. 103: 
463-466, 1979. 

And, BOONPUCKNAVIG, Boonpucknavig and Bhamarapravati 
wrote "Plasmodium Berghei-infected Mice. Focal Glomeru-
lonephritis in Hyper-immune State ·," Arch. Path. Lab Med. 
103:567-572, 1979. 

' B.J. ABBOTT PhD, asso. dir./stud affairs, 
I elected an honorary member, Kappa Lambda 

chapter, Omicron Kappa Upsilon, for activi-
ty in stud affairs, recruitment and admissions, and 
stud. evaluation in support of the Sch. of Dent. 

T.O. ABNEY PhD, endocrin, with M.H. MELNER, stud./GS, 
wrote "Characterization of Estrogen Binding Components 
in the Developing Rat Testis. Ontogeny of the Testicu-
lar Cytoplasmic Estrogen Receptor," Steroids 34:413-427, 
1979. 



Monday night fever is a different calling for MCG employee 
When Bill Hammock talks 

people listen ... at least 
on Monday nights they do. 

By day, Bill works in 
the materials management 
section here at MCG where 
he transports merchandise 
and supplies to various 
departments on campus. 
Monday nights you'll find 
Bill in an entirely differ-
ent role booming out the 
names of "Dynamite Jack," 
"The Assassin," and "The 
American Dream" before a 
screaming crowd of avid 
"rasslin" fans at Bell 
Auditorium. 

Bill says he got into 
the announcing business 
through an unusual situa-
tion. 

It seems while he was 
attending Richmond Academy 
he became fast friends with 
the principal due to his 
frequent "visits" to his 
office. One day the prin-
cipal, who was familiar 
with the wrestling business, 
asked Bill if he would like 
to try his hand at announc-
ing a match. Bill took him 
up on the off er and has 
been eloquently introducing 
a host of barrel-chested 
bruisers for the past six 
yPars at the Bell. 

Bill thoroughly enjoys 
his unique sideline. He 

says wrestling has a very 
devoted following in the 
Augusta area. 

"We draw over 3,000 
every Monday night. People 
come from Edgefield, Wrens 
and all around. Some folks 
bring their whole family 
and have been coming for 
years." 

To further illustrate 
the loyalty of the fans 
Bill says last year during 
the ice storm when prac-
tically the whole town was 
shut down, 800 people 
showed up for Monday wrest-
ling. 

"We once had a woman 
give birth to a child here. 
She wouldn't leave until 
the match was over even 
though labor pains were 
coming every three minutes. 
We also have a mother who 

Fellowships available to undergrads 
The department of psychiatry has available eight 

fellowship stipends for undergraduate medical students 
who would like to work with individual faculty members 
to gain clinical and/or research experience in psychia-
try. Stipends are available for either four ($300) or 
eight ($600) weeks, and the student's participation 
must be completed by June 30, 1980. If interested, 
contact Glenda Chavous at 828-3284. 

Reception held for Julia Mims 

A reception was held recP.ntly in honor of Mrs. Julia 
Mims who is retiring after 23 years of service. Julia 
began her career at XCG in the operating room as a nurse 
assistant in 1956 ar~d in 1971 transferred to the anesthe-
siology department as an anesthesia assistant. 

Julia was presented with several gifts, including a 
handsome watch from the anesthesiology department. Dr. 
Zach Gramling, in presenting Julia with the gift told 
her the department wanted her to have the watch so she 
could "tell when it was time to rest." 

Julia is active in the Bethany Baptist Church and 
plans to spend much of her leisure time helping others, 
especially those who are sick. She also plans to do a 
lot of fishing and will catch up on sewing for her family. 

brings her blind daughter 
and keeps her informed on 
the action by giving her 
a blow-by-blow account of 
the match. They have ring-
side seats and hardly ever 
miss a fight." 

Amidst the fanatical 
fervor of the fans Bill 
manages to keep his cool 
and stay in control. Al-
though he doesn't have any 
formal training in psychol-
ogy he probably knows more 
about human nature than 
some PhD's. 

"You sure do learn a 
lot about people in a job 
like this. I've met all 
sorts of people and have 
seen them act in some 
mighty strange ways when 
they get excited at these 
matches. People are heart-
broken when their heroes 
lose and they are mad as 
the <levil when the referee 
makes a decision they don't 
like." 

The job is also a fam-
ily affair for Bill. His 
brother rings the bell 
and his sister is in charge 
of selling programs. Be-

ing an announcer has it's 
drawbacks at times though, 
says Bill. 

"Some of the really 
fanatical women fans want 
you to arrange meetings 

for them with the wrest-
lers and then again, you 
have to know how to move 
pretty fast because you 
never know when somebody 
is going to be thrown out 
of the ring." 

Sirmans to be honored for 
35 years service to MCG 

Miss Juanita Sirmans 
will be-honuretl at a 
retirement reception at 
3:30 p.m. on Nov. 30 in 
the Student Center in 
recognition of her 35 
years of service to the 
Medical College. Dr. 
Raymond Bard, Dean of the 
School of Allied Health 
Sciences, will host the 
reception which is spon-
sored by the Off ice of the 
Dean, students, faculty 
and staff of the Depart-
ment of Medical Record 
Administration. All 
members of the MCG family 
are invited. 

Sirmans came to MCG 
in 1944 and worked with 
Dr. Edgar Pund in the 
Department of Pathology 
until he became President 
of the College in 1953; 
she was executive secre-
tary to Dr. Rufus Payne, 
the first administrator 
of the Talmadge Hospital, 
during its construction. 
She served as Chief 
Medical Record Administra-
tor of the hospital and 

in 1962 founded the bac-
calaureate program in 
Medical Record Administra-
tion, serving as its 
chairman since that time. 

There have been approx-
imately 200 graduates of 
the program who are em-
ployed throughout the 
United States. 

Sirmans is nationally 
known as an educator and 
medical record practi-
tioner, having held of-
fices in national, state 
and local associations. 

Time is now to think about savings 
The beginning of a new decade is just a couple of 

months away. This would be a good time to make a re-
newed effort to save money, according to the Health 
Center Credit Union at MCG. 

In this period of rising prices, it is more and more 
difficult to put money away for the future. With the 
help of the Health Center Credit Union, however, any 
member employee can find it easier to save. Through 
the credit union, the employee can participate in the 
payroll deduction plan in which the employee has a pre-
determined amount of money automatically deposited with 
the credit union each pay period. Savings goals can 
become a reality with the Health Center Credit Union. 



Sense of belonging 
is lure of cult groups 

They are usually white~ 

well-educated, from a 
middle-class background 
and otherwise appear to be 
"normal." They also often 
are members of religious 
cults. 

Dr . Mansell Pattison, 
psychiatry chairman at the 
Medical College of Georgia 
says many young people are 
joining cults because they 
feel alienated from their 
families and society. He 
says despite the individ-
ual characteristics of 
each group, religious 
cults basically take one 
of two forms. 

"We have to dif f eren-
tiate between those cults 
which are essentially re-
gressive, that is, attempt 
to recapture the past, and 
those cults which are uto-
pian, which are trying to 
create a totally unrealis-
tic society, which has 
nothing to do with reality.'' 

Pattison says cults are 
not an unconnnon phenomenon 
in American society. He 
says they have always 
flourished in our country, 
especially in times of 
significant social disor-
ganization. 

"The Quakers, Shakers 
and Quiverers and the 
various idealistic utopian 
connnunities, such as the 
Oneida connnunity in the 
early 1800's are all exam-
ples of people who were 
seeking a different life-
style. A different way of 
framing the meaning of 
their existence ... a pro-
test against what they saw 
as the disorganization and 
estrangement of community 
life," says Pattison. 

To those parents who 
are asking themselves, 
"What can I do to prevent 
my child from joining a 
religious cult?" Pattison 
says an open, intimate 
family where children know 
they are listened to and 
loved offers the best anti-
dote for young malleable 
minds who are tempted by 
the lure of false security 
of religious cults. He 
also advocates involvement 
with a stable and v i brant 
church, along with genuine 
relationships and inter-
actions with other people 
in the connnunity. He 
believes quality relation-
ships give an individual 
a sense of belonging, pur-
pose and meaning. 

Contrary to popular 
opinion, Pattison says 
the young people who join 
cults do not necessarily 
reject their families. 

"They are often upset, 
disappointed or confused 
in what they have derived 
from their relationship 
with their parents. But 
the issue is not a negative 

one; it's a positive one--
not that they hate the 
family, but that the fami-
ly does not give them e-
nough," says Pattison. 

The psychiatrist be-
lieves part of the trouble 
lies with certain "progres-
sive" social scientists 
and mental health practi-
tioners who have down-
played the importance and 
value of the family. He 
believes this has contrib-
uted greatly to the feel-
ings of alienation and 
loneliness that young peo-
ple experience and try to 
find release from by join-
ing religious cults. 

"The sense of loss of 
family which has been ex-
perienced by many people 
in our culture is related 
to a dual social process 
of industrialization and 
urbanization. As a result 
of those two processes 
we've seen the movement of 
the family into the city 
and the loss of family 
kinship and communal ties 
that were charac t eristic 
of agrarian culture in 
America 100 years ago. 

We l i ve in a tremendous-
ly mob ile culture, in which 
the av erage f amil y will 
l ive i n three or f our dif-
fer ent houses during their 
l ife time . One ou t of four 

Intercom offers this space as a resource for MCG em-
ployees who want to form carpools. In each issue, your 
name, hours, the area in which you live and how you can 
be contacted will be printed here . To use this service, 
send the above information to: Intercom, AA 134. 
Three or more employees who do form a carpool may reg-
ister with Public Safety and receive a reserved parking 
space. Call 2911 for more information. 

Emp l oyees living in Lincoln County, North 
Columbia County, Leah, Pollard's Corner, and 
Winfield area who are interested in forming 
a carpool from Pollard's Corner, please call 
Jack T. Layton at ext. 3579/4525. Hours: 
7 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Susan Meloan and Gerry Gamache 
8:30 a.m . - 5 p.m. 
Live in area around North Augusta Jr. High 

and Summerfield Elementary Schools 
Exts. 3639 1 3141 or 279-7025 

American families moves 
every year. So we have to 
work very hard to maintain 
a sense of continuity, 
when everybody's moving 
around all the time, like 
jellybeans." 

Man needs to nave a 
s ense of belonging 
Pattison says cults offer 

this to a person in an at-
tractive way . Unfortun-
ately, it may be only af-
ter the individual has be-
come deeply involved in 
the particular group that 
he realizes the closeness 
he longs for is shallow, 

_ oncommittal and super-
ficial. 

National OR nurses day observed Intercom, the newsletter of the 
M edical College of Georgia , is 
published monthly by the Division 
of Institutional Relations . Corre-
spondence is invited .1nd should be 
addressed to Intercom, room 133, 
Adm inistration Building . The 
M edical College of Georgia is an 
equa l employment opportunity 
institution . 

C~ erating room nurses were honored at a reception on 
National O~erating Room Nurse Day, Nov. 14. The event 
was sponsored by MCG's Department of Surgery and Marks 
Surgical of Augusta. 

Operating Nurse Day was begun by the Association of 
Operating Room Nurses to recognize the more than 28,000 
members in this professional specialty nursing organiza~ 
tion. 

OR nurses Betty Doy le (OR supePVisor) and Be t h Jenkins 
assist Dr. R. Singer~ anesthesia resident. 
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