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by Sharron Walls

Talk of “silos” between MCG 
schools frustrates members 
of the Academic Council. 
“We want faculty members to 
feel connected to each other, 
no matter their department, 
their school,” says Dr. Martha 
Tingen, vice chair-elect.

To that end, the Academic 
Council is MCG’s only campus 
organization representing and 
concerned with the needs, 
advancement and interests of 
all faculty while bridging gaps 
that tend to develop between 
schools, says 2006-07 Vice 
Chair Rick Callan.

“To be a culture, the culture 
needs to coalesce and network 
around something. We believe  
the Academic Council could 
fulfill that role,” adds Dr. 

Vincent Robinson, immediate 
past vice chair. “That’s the 
whole purpose of a university: 
to put together intelligent 
people with different expertise 
and see if they can transfer that 
knowledge and cross-fertilize, 
get something creative and new 
going.”

At the instigation of MCG 
President Daniel W. Rahn, the 
current vice chair has a seat on 
the President’s Cabinet, meeting 
weekly with vice presidents, 
deans and other officials 
charting day-to-day affairs and 
the course of the university. Dr. 
Rahn chairs the organization.

The council provides 
opportunities and input into 
new faculty orientation, junior 
faculty mentoring, budget 
development, promotion and 
tenure, faculty development 
and grievances, student 
affairs, activity funding, 
library resources and more. 
For example, the council took 
the lead challenging recent 
proposed changes to the

Academic Council works for entire faculty, campus

see Council page 10

Conference tomorrow on health disparities
 Dr. M. Norman Oliver, associate 
dean for diversity at the University 
of Virginia School of Medicine, will 
discuss “Mapping Tools to Assess 
Health Care Access and Availability” 
at a noon conference tomorrow in 
the Small Auditorium of the Auditoria 
Center. The public is invited.
 Dr. Oliver, an expert in racial and 
ethnic disparities in health, particularly 
cancer, will also hold a workshop, 
“Geocoding and Social Determination 
of Cancer Health: Scale Matters,” from 
1:30-3:30 p.m. for guests of the MCG 
School of Medicine, Department of 
Family Medicine and Center for Health 
Care Improvement.

 Dr. Oliver, an associate professor 
in the Departments of Family 
Medicine, Public Health Sciences and 
Anthropology at the University of 
Virginia, helped found the university’s 
Center on Health Disparities and directs 
the Center for Improving Minority 

Health at the University of Virginia 
Health System. His research focuses 
on social determinants of racial and 
ethnic disparities using geographic 
information systems technology and 
spatial analysis. He recently received a 
Career Development Award in Cancer 

Control, Prevention and Population 
Sciences from the National 
Cancer Institute.
 He is a member of the Research 
Committee of the Society of Teachers 
of Family Medicine and the Academic 
Advisory Board of the Pfizer Fellowship 

in Health Disparities.
 Dr. Oliver earned his medical degree 
and master’s degree in anthropology 
from Case Western Reserve University. 
He completed a family medicine 
residency at University Hospital 
of Cleveland.
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Dr. Rick Callan (from left), Dr. Martha Tingen and Dr. Vincent Robinson

FORUM FOR THE FUTURE
A Tobacco-Free Campus

see page 10 for details
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Briefs... Need to Know news, events and more

Heart & Sole Walk/Run
The Heart and Sole 5K Walk/Run to 

benefit the Children’s Medical Center 
heart programs will be Saturday, March 3 at 9 a.m. 
at the CMC circular driveway. The cost 
to participate is $30. That evening, a 
celebration at Enterprise Mill will begin at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $50.

For information: Julie Graybeal, ext. 
1-4004, jgraybeal@mcg.edu or www.
heartandsoleinc.org

Project LINK
Project Link and the Columbia County 

Library will host Pajama Night for Kids 
with Special Needs Tuesday, March 6 at 
7 p.m. at the main library, 720 N. Belair 
Rd. in Evans. The evening includes story 
time, games, crafts and a CMC Kids on the 
Block puppet performance. Registration is 
required for this free event.

Contact: Columbia County Library, 706-
447-7657

Wee Wisdom
The Wee Wisdom series, a free parenting 

program for caregivers of children age 5 
and younger, is held every Wednesday from 
noon to 1 p.m. in the CMC Family Resource 
Library. Dr. Lynn Jaffe in the Department 
of Occupational Therapy will speak 
March 7 on raising children with physical 
challenges.

For details: Ashley Hodge, ext. 1-6838

Furniture showcase
The Vendor Diversity Initiative of the 

Department of Materials Management will 
host a Furniture Showcase at the Wellness 
Center March 7 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Local 
vendors will display all types of business 
furniture with account representatives 
available to answer questions.

For more information: Kimberly Hayes, 
ext. 1-9105, khayes@mcg.edu

VDay performances
MCG students and the American 

Medical Women’s Association will present 
a benefit production of Eve Ensler’s The 
Vagina Monologues Friday, March 9 at 7:30 
p.m. and Saturday, March 10 at 2:30 p.m. 
at the Hull Fine Arts Center at Augusta 
Preparatory Day School, 285 Flowing 
Wells Rd. Proceeds benefit Safe Homes 
of Augusta and Rape Crisis and Sexual 
Assault Services. Tickets are $10 or $5 with 
a student ID and available at the Express 
Office in the Student Center, online at 
http://mcgvday.googlepages.com/home or 
at the door.

Contact: Karen Zimowski, 
kzimowski@students.mcg.edu, 
678-591-1169

iPod promotion
Sign up for MCG e-News, a monthly 

online newsletter featuring the latest 
health information and upcoming events, 
by March 15 and be automatically entered 
for a chance to win a 4GB iPod nano. The 
winner will be drawn on Friday, March 16 
and notified by e-mail.

Enter at: www.MCGHealth.org. Click on 
the e-news link.

Health Disparities Board 
The MCG Health Disparities Community 

Advisory Board will meet Friday, March 
16 from 12:30-2 p.m. in room 2210 of 
the Health Sciences Building. Lunch 
will be provided.  The board promotes 
understanding and cooperation in working 
toward improved health for community 
members. RSVP to Stacey Crawford, ext. 1-4715 or 
scrawford@mcg.edu by March 14th.

For more information: Dr. Jeannette 
Andrews, ext. 1-4812, jandrews@mcg.edu

Noon Arts concert
The March Noon Arts Performing Live 

concert will be Tuesday, March 20 from 
noon to 1 p.m. in the Large Auditorium, 
featuring jazz performances including 
Dr. Tony Pearson-Shaver and MCG’s 
own jazz band. Lunch is free for the first 
200 attendees, sponsored by the School 
of Graduate Studies and the MCG Arts 
Council.

Retirement counseling
Free, individual one-hour counseling 

sessions will be available with TIAA-CREF 
consultants Wednesday and Thursday, 
March 21 and 22, and again April 18 and 
19 in room 1111 of the Annex. To make an 
appointment, visit www.tiaa-cref.org/moc/ 
or call Mike Odom at 1-800-842-2003, ext. 
3522.

For more information: Patricia Riley, ext. 
1-3770

Tax check-off program
Georgians can donate $1 (or more) 

to the Georgia Cancer Research Fund by 
checking the box on the State Income Tax 
Return form. Each dollar is matched by 
philanthropic and community resources to 
support life-saving research into the causes, 
treatments and cures of breast, prostate and 
ovarian cancer. More than $4 million has 
been raised since 2003.

TRS workshops
The Department of Human Resources 

will hold two one-hour workshops 
Thursday, March 29 in the Small 
Auditorium for employees in the Teachers 
Retirement System. At 11:30 a.m. the 
Mid-Career Workshop will focus on new 
information and legislation that may 
affect retirement benefits. The Pre-
Retirement Workshop at 3:30 p.m. will 
provide resources and details to map out 
a retirement plan. To register, visit www.
trsga.com and click on “workshops and 
counseling.”

For more information: Patricia Riley, ext. 
1-3770

PSRP deadline
The annual submission deadline for the 

Pilot Study Research Program is April 15. 
Guideline changes have been made and 
are posted at www.mcg.edu/SPA/mcgri/
IGPmain.htm.

Applicants are asked to begin the routing 
process early. No exceptions will be made for 
late or incomplete applications.

For details: Wanda Prince, ext. 1-2592, 
waprince@mail.mcg.edu 

Summer positions
The Office of Educational Outreach and 

Partnerships is taking applications for peer 
mentors, teaching assistants and residence 
hall supervisors for the summer Student 
Educational Enrichment Program. 
Qualified health professions students will 
work a minimum of 40 hours a week from 
June 1-July 20, and receive compensation 
and dormitory accommodations. 
Application deadline is March 30.

For details: Linda James, ext. 1-2522

GoodSearch.com 
donates to CMC

The Children’s Medical Center is now 
registered with GoodSearch.com, a 
search engine powered by Yahoo that 
donates a penny for every search done in 
CMC’s name. Visit GoodSearch.com to 
learn more.

Confidential counseling
MCG’s Employee/Faculty Assistance 

Program offers up to six confidential 
counseling sessions to employees and 
their immediate family at no charge. The 
sessions may cover any personal or work-
related area of concern and are held at 

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Study participants wanted
The Departments of Psychiatry and 

Pathology are recruiting English-speaking 
people age 18-65 diagnosed with 
depression to participate in a clinical study 
of antidepressant side effects. One visit 
for study assessments is required. Those 
diagnosed with bipolar disorder or any 
anxiety disorder may not participate.

For information: Rebecca Blizard,     
ext. 1-4605

Team captains needed
The adult and pediatric rheumatology 

departments are recruiting team 
captains for the third annual Arthritis 
Walk on Saturday, May 12 at the 
Savannah Rapids Pavilion. Visit http://
2007arthritiswalkaugusta.kintera.org for 
registration information.

Contact: Richard Lawson, 706-860-8903

Voice for kids
Voice for Kids Health, a pediatric resident-

run organization advocating for kids’ health, 
will meet Thursday March 15 at noon in the 
CMC first floor conference room. 

For information: Kathryn McCusker, 
kmccusker@mcg.edu 

Beeper deadlines
For the March 15 edition, deadline is 

March 7 at noon. For the March 29 
edition, deadline is March 21 at noon. 
Send announcements or story ideas to 
beeper@mcg.edu or contact Beeper Editor 
Sharron Walls at ext. 1-4410, FI-1042 
(campus mail) or swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted 
to the MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing 
NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu and the Campus 
Events Calendar at www.calendar.mcg.edu.

844 Chafee Ave.
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 Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees.

 Mix all ingredients except potatoes 

until smooth.

 Add potatoes.

 Place into a 9 x 11 casserole dish.

 Bake for 60 minutes and ENJOY!

Twice-baked Potato Casserole

You could win FREE FOOD, too. Submit your 
recipe to the Beeper! recipes@mcgbeeper.com

Lunch for 4 provided by

Kristy Howard wins lunch for herself and three 
co-workers courtesy of 2go-Box Delivery!

 1 package cubed Ore Ida hash 
browns
 1 cup ranch dressing
 8 ounces sour cream
 8 ounces cream cheese
 1 package Oscar Meyer bacon bits
 2 cups shredded cheddar cheese
 salt and pepper to taste

Ingredients: Directions:

Recipe Contest
Winner

R104439•BP030107

Faculty Awards 
deadline extended

The deadline for nominations for School of Medicine Faculty 
Senate Awards has been extended until tomorrow, March 2. For 
each faculty member nominated, submit a letter of nomination 
and a curriculum vitae to Laurie Lane, Faculty Senate Office,    
AE-2030. Candidates may be nominated in more than one 
category. Awards will be given in these categories:

          • Basic Science Teaching
          • Clinical Science
          • Teaching Basic Science
          • Research Clinical Science
          • Research Patient Care
          • Institutional Service
          • Outstanding Young Basic Science Faculty 
              (five years of service or less)
          • Outstanding Young Clinical Science Faculty 
              (five years of service or less)
          • School of Medicine Outstanding Faculty Award

Awards will be presented at the School of Medicine Faculty 
Awards Ceremony on Thursday, April 19 at 5 p.m. in the 
Alumni Center.

Nominations due March 2

Continuing Education offers first 
international dental conference

Space is already limited 
for the School of Dentistry 
Continuing Education 
Program’s first international 
conference later this year. The 
conference, which will focus 
on restorative dentistry, will 
be Sunday and Monday, Sept. 
9-10, at the Marco Polo Hotel 
in Hong Kong.

The program is a 
collaborative effort between 
MCG, the Hong Kong Society 
of Oral Implantology and 
the Asia Pacific Academy           
of Dentistry.

“The overriding goal is 
to allow for an exchange of 
information and promote 
MCG in that part of the 

world,” says Dr. Daniel 
Chan, an MCG professor of 
oral biology, maxillofacial 
pathology and oral 
rehabilitation and director of 
the conference. “Continuing 
education is not only an 
essential professional 
requirement, which helps 
dentists keep up with 
current information and 
techniques, this conference 
also will provide a way 
for us to interact with our      
colleagues overseas.”

The conference will be 
co-directed by Dr. Caesar 
P.N. Wong, founder of the 
Hong Kong Society of Oral 
Implantology and a specialist 

in oral and maxillofacial 
surgery. Topics such as 
implants, restorations, 
jaw diseases and dental 
composites will be addressed 
by other Asian dentists and 
MCG faculty, including Drs. 
Frank Caughman, Chan, 
Dominic Leung, Michael 
Pruett and Peter Tay.

Registration for the 
conference is $350, not 
including travel and 
accommodations. For 
information and a full 
schedule of conference 
programs, visit www.
mcg.edu/ce/DENTALCE/
IntRestorDent07.htm or call 
800-221-6437 or ext. 1-3967.
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by Cassie Boggs

Cassie Boggs, a fourth-year 
medical student, shares her 
personal perspective on medical 
school. Her column appears 
periodically during the academic 
year.

My month in the Pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit was full of defeats 
and victories. We lost patients and 
saw patients improve dramatically 
before our eyes. One little boy was so 
ill, he barely responded to pain, yet I 
saw him sit up and demand ice cream 
20 minutes later. I learned more 
human physiology and pharmacology 
than I did during my first two years 
of medical school, and this time I 
actually understood it and could use 
my knowledge to evaluate and treat 
critically ill patients.

The attendings and residents were 
amazing teachers and phenomenal 
physicians, able to grasp numerous 
complicated problems and formulate 
a plan that would fix one organ 
system without crashing another. 
I was amazed how often it was 
necessary to walk a very fine line 
between helping and harming, and 
this walk made me understand dying 
in an entirely new way.

That fine line is the part of 
medicine that continues to worry me; 
it’s why, after completing a bachelor’s 
degree, students go to medical school 
for four years, spend three or more 
years in a residency, then continue to 
read and read and read as attendings. 
Physicians are never finished learning 
because if we stop, the newest 
treatments and methods are as 
understandable as ancient Greek.

During my month in the PICU, I 
read articles daily to make sure I not 
only understood my patients' diseases 
fully, but also knew the latest 
treatments. I discovered there are 
very few diseases modern medicine 
cannot cure, but the treatments may 
cause another problem.

Medicine often used to fight 
the worst diseases is “poison” we 
must use with extreme care. The 
chemotherapy that cures leukemia 
is the same substance that destroys 
kidneys and livers. We know this, 
but the family and physicians choose 
to try to cure the cancer because, 
sometimes, it works. We intubate a 
child who can no longer breathe on 
his own and let a machine breathe 
for him even though that machine 
might damage his lungs because, 
sometimes, it works. Sometimes, 
the child gets better and leaves the 
hospital. Sometimes, he does not.

This occasional failure of the 
miracles of modern medicine was 

something I had grown familiar 
with while helping autopsy 
people who died in the hospital. 
I had removed many IV lines and 
endotracheal tubes. But my walk 
in the PICU taught me a significant 
lesson: I have no problem dealing 
with death, but dying bothers me.

I appreciate what I learned from 
attendings and residents, far more 
than I ever expressed to them, but 
I hope they are not upset when 
I say that the children taught me 
something even more valuable. One 
patient in particular brought into 
sharp focus the harsh truth that 
despite every treatment available 
in modern medicine, sometimes 
we lose.

She had spent most of her life 
in a hospital. Her first birthday was 
celebrated while I was helping to care 
for her. She had received cutting-edge 
treatment: surgeries that replaced her 
failing organs, medications that kept 
her body from destroying her new 
organs (but decreased her ability 
to fight infection), months of 
intensive care.

Ironically, she died not from 
infection or organ failure, but from 
bleeding into her brain; we never 
knew the cause. She was the first 
patient to die under my care.

She helped me truly understand 
Asimov’s quotation: “Life is pleasant. 
Death is peaceful. It’s the transition 
that’s troublesome.” For the first 
time since reading it many years 
ago, I better understand myself and 
my future place among the marvels 
of modern medicine because of my 
patients in the PICU. Because I will 
be a pathologist, my task in my 
medical career will be to help with 
the transition, not of the patients, but 
of their families. My job will be to 
answer the unanswered questions. I 
can only hope I will be able to find 
the answers more often that not.

Next – Neurology

A Marathon of Medicine
Part 7 – Living and dying in PICU

Cassie Boggs

something
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Grant expands opportunities 
for dental students
by Kim Miller

MCG is among 19 universities 
nationwide to receive a one-
year federal grant that adds 
six statewide rotations for 
senior dental students, a loan-
forgiveness program for two 
graduates who opt to practice 
in underserved areas and a new 
pediatric dentistry rotation. The 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services grant:

•   Puts students in four 
public health sites across the 
state – Columbus, Dalton, Rome      
and Dublin – and two private 
clinics in metro Atlanta on a             
two-week basis.

•   Provides $25,000 per 
year in loan forgiveness for 
two graduates who return to 
a dentally underserved area          
to practice.

•   Helps MCG grow its 
pediatric dentistry training 
program by adding a rotation 
at the Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta Center for 
Craniofacial Disorders.

“There’s an immediate benefit 
for those being treated by the 
pediatric dentistry residents, and 
a long-term goal of increasing the 
number of MCG graduates who 
choose to practice in dentally 
underserved communities,” said 
Dr. James Barenie, associate dean 
for curriculum and advanced 
education in the School of 
Dentistry. “We hope their 
experience will interest them in 
going back to an area like that 
rather than a more populated area 
of the state.”

The students will be 
supervised by new adjunct MCG 
faculty members who will receive 

developmental training from 
Georgia Statewide Area Health 
Education Centers.

“We are working with the 
AHEC to locate housing for 
students and help provide 
in-service educational benefits 
for new faculty,” said Dr. 
Carole Hanes, associate dean 
for students and admissions in 
the dental school and principal 
investigator on the grant.

One of the faculty’s greatest 
benefits is camaraderie with 
students, according to Denise 
Kornegay, program director 
of the Statewide Area Health 
Education Centers. “Research 
has shown that participation 
with community-based 
training makes practitioners 
in these communities feel less 
professionally isolated,” she said.

For students, it provides 
an excellent opportunity to 
experience public health first-
hand and interface with low-
income patients, said Dr. Thomas 
Duval, director of the Oral 
Health Section in the Georgia 
Department of Human Resources, 
who worked with Dr. Hanes to 
arrange the rotations.

Leigh Griffeth, a senior 
dental student, is one of the first 
students to rotate at a new site. 
She spent two weeks in January 
at the Good Samaritan Health 
Center, a Christian medical, 
dental, counseling and health 
education ministry that works 
with the poor, homeless 
and medically indigent in 
metro Atlanta.

“The reason it’s such a great 
experience is we’re able to do 
things you would do in a regular 
private practice setting,” she 

explained. “The assumption 
is when you treat people with 
financial needs you would just be 
doing extractions, but we 
did hygiene checks, dentures, 
crowns, bridges and other 
restorative work.”

The experience also allowed 
Ms. Griffeth to treat many more 
patients than her schedule would 
allow back at MCG.

“I can’t tell you how many 
patients we saw,” she said. 
“They give you a schedule and 
an assistant who gives you free 
will – it’s much more like private 
practice than dental school. The 
hugest difference is that your 
patients are not pre-screened like 
they are at MCG – it’s your job to 
find disease if it’s there.”

The new rotations also benefit 
adjunct faculty such as Dr. Nancy 
Williams, district dental director 
at the Whitfield County Health 
Department in Dalton.

“The rotating students help us 
see more patients and advance 
our chances of recruiting 
someone to the northwest 
Georgia Dalton area,” she said. 
“Another positive aspect is 
that it gives all students a good 
overview of what public health 
is about, something that is 
especially important if they are 
going into private practice. While 
they’re here, they get hands-on 
exposure to what we do 
beyond the clinical side 
– community outreach, 
preventive care and education.”

The experience was 
enlightening for Jared Staples, a 
fourth-year dental student who 
worked with Dr. Williams for 
two weeks.

“It’s a good feeling to help 
kids who probably wouldn’t have 
access to dental care without 
the health department,” he said. 
“And I was pleasantly surprised 
by how nice and technologically 
advanced the facility was – they 
have two hygiene chairs, four 
operatories, digital x-ray and 
all their charts are computerized. 
It gives people who have 
considered public health, 
but aren’t quite sure, a chance to 
see what it’s like without making 
a commitment.”

The graduates who receive 
loan forgiveness will serve 
in a designated dental health 
profession shortage area for the 
length of their loan forgiveness, 
treat Medicaid and PeachCare 
patients and provide some level Senior dental student Leigh Griffeth was the first MCG student 

to rotate through Good Samaritan Health Center in metro 
Atlanta, one of six new statewide sites. see Grant page 5
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Got a pet? 

The Pet Gazette.
Send pictures and stories to beeper@mcg.edu

Tell 

By Danielle Wong Moores

Lung cancer isn’t the only risk 
you run by smoking.

Smoking is also strongly 
linked to bladder cancer, a lesser   
known cancer that happens 
to  be the fourth most common 
among men.

“Education about the risk of 
bladder cancer is particularly 
important in this area, where 
tobacco use and other risk factors 
are prevalent,” says Dr. James 
Brown, an MCG urologist.

Along with tobacco use, 
certain chemicals and dyes 
used to produce textiles, paints, 
rubber, leather and petroleum 
also increase the risk of 
developing bladder cancer. States 
such as Georgia with multiple 
manufacturing plants have up to 
two times the number of bladder 
cancers than other states. Other 
workers with an increased risk 
include hairdressers, machinists, 
printers and truck drivers, 
according to the American 
Cancer Society.

Add smoking and the risk 
multiplies. Smoking alone is 

responsible for almost half of 
bladder cancers among men 
and 30 percent among women.

To help prevent bladder 
cancer, it’s important to do   
five things:

•   If you smoke, quit. If you 
don’t, don’t start.

•   If you work in one of the 
above industries, follow safe 
work practices.

•   Drink plenty of fluids and 
use the bathroom regularly to 
flush out chemicals.

•   Eat a diet high in fruits 
and vegetables, which seems to 
help prevent bladder and 
other cancers.

•   Visit your physician for 
regular checkups, including urine 
testing, which looks for blood in 
the urine, an early sign of 
bladder cancer.

Other signs include leakage, 
frequent urination and frequent 
urges to urinate, stinging during 
urination and other symptoms 
similar to that of a bladder 
infection. Women, who are prone 
to bladder infections, should talk 
with their physician about urine 
testing, especially if they are at 

risk for bladder cancer.
If your physician suspects 

bladder cancer, further testing 
will take place, including 
examination inside the bladder 
itself. When detected early, a 
simple outpatient procedure   
with no incision is all that is 
necessary to take care of a 
bladder cancer tumor.

“Early detection of bladder 
cancer can help prevent more 
invasive therapies, such as 
removal and reconstruction of 
the bladder. Plus, your survival 
rate soars to 99 percent,” says         
Dr. Brown.

of indigent care. Although loan 
forgiveness for two graduates is a

good start, Dr. Barenie hopes 
the state will follow suit and 
support even more graduates.

“If Georgia really wants to 
take care of underserved areas, 
we need a program that would 
generate loan forgiveness for a 
dozen to 20 graduates a year,” he 
said.

The third part of the grant – a 
new rotation at the Children’s 
Heathcare of Atlanta Center for 
Craniofacial Disorders – addresses 
the state’s shortage of pediatric 
dentists.

“This grant has allowed us to 
combine MCG’s strong academic 
base in pediatric dentistry with 
our extensive clinical experience,” 
said Dr. Jack Thomas, an MCG 
alumnus and director of pediatric 
dentistry at the Children’s Center 
for Craniofacial Disorders. “We 
have one of the largest craniofacial 
programs in the country, and 
it’s one of the few centers in 
the country that operates full 
time. In addition, we support the 
Aflac Cancer Center and Blood 
Disorders Service of Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta, as well as 
the Children’s Sibley Heart Center, 

both of which are ranked among 
the top 10 programs in the country 
by Child magazine.”

The greatest advantage is 
the opportunity to work with 
critically ill pediatric patients, 
he said, noting, “There are few 
dentists in the country that are 
comfortable treating children with 
serious illnesses. We are confident 
this partnership will eventually 
increase the number of pediatric 
dental residents as well as the 
number of dentists interested 
in working with special-needs 
children.”

GRANT...from page 4

Quitting helps prevent 
more than just lung cancer

of indigent care. Although loan

good start, Dr. Barenie hopes
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We’ve Got

The Secret
Christ Church Unity • 2301 Central Ave. 

Service at 11am • augustaunity.org • 706-738-2458
The Metaphysical Center of the CSRA
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Respiratory therapy holds 
first White Coat Ceremony
by Kim Miller

Department of Respiratory 
Therapy students donned 
white coats to symbolize their 
commitment to the respiratory 
therapy profession Feb. 10 at the 
Alumni Center. 

Along with their coats, the 
class of 17 agreed to abide 
by the Statement of Ethics 
and Professional Conduct, a 
code of ethics promoted by 
the American Association for 
Respiratory Care.

“Our students have worn 
the coats for the past two years 
without any kind of formal 
recognition,” said Dr. Charles 
R. Hall, assistant professor and 
director of clinical education 
for the department. “We 
spoke to the students and they 
loved the idea of sharing this 
accomplishment with their 
family and friends.”

Christine Vangelder, a junior 
respiratory therapy student and 
class president, coordinated the 

event with her classmates.
“We wanted to celebrate this 

big step in our career,” Ms. 
Vangelder said. “Until this point, 
we’ve been in the classroom 
focusing on academics, and now 
we actually go in the hospital 
and use the knowledge we’ve 
gained with a patient.”

The White Coat Ceremony 
was initiated in 1993 by the 

Arnold P. Gold Foundation 
at Columbia University as a 
rite of passage for medical 
students who begin interacting 
with patients as part of their 
coursework. The ceremonies 
have become common for 
students in other health 
professions that have adopted 
the garb physicians have worn 
for more than a century.

Latoya Nelson receives her coat from fellow respiratory therapy 
student Chris Nguyen during their White Coat Ceremony.

Hames exhibit opens

 The Curtis G. Hames Sr., M.D. Exhibit and 
Manuscript Collection opened Feb. 9 at the 
Greenblatt Library. Dr. Joseph Hobbs (above), chair 
of the Department of Family Medicine, praised Dr. 
Hames’ “quiet sense of humility, dignity, confidence 
and security based on the conviction that all that 
can be done, will be done.” Dr. Hames, an MCG 
alumnus, spearheaded the historic Evans County 
Heart Study, the first National Institutes of Health-
sponsored epidemiological project to evaluate the 
incidence and causes of cardiovascular disease in 
a racially diverse community. The collection and 
exhibit, a gift from the Hames family, will be on 
display in the library’s Historical Collections and 
Archives Room for approximately three months. A 
companion display is permanently housed in the 
Department of Family Medicine.
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XYTEX WANTS YOU
• Men Between 18 & 38

• Must be in College or a College Graduate

• Must be Attractive & Healthy

• Plan on Being in the Augusta Area for the Next Year

The Fit, The Fertile

THE FUTURE
TAKE THE FIRST STEP. LOG ONTO WWW.XYTEX.COM

TO FILL OUT THE MEDICAL HISTORY QUESTIONNAIRE.
NEAREST RECRUITING STATION: 1100 EMMETT STREET, AUGUSTA, GA 30904
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FACULTY
School of Medicine
 Frances Florentino
 Kenneth A. Murdison

Greenblatt Library  
 Sandra L. Canham

STAFF
School of Dentistry
 Carol Stewart Pope

School of Graduate  
   Studies
 Hanika Latia Howard

School of Medicine
 Mohammed Mujahid Ali
 Kyan J. Allahdadi
 Lingling Ding
 Manal Elgaish Elzeiny
 Mary E. Everhart
 Melanie Dimmick Kumrow
 John R. Martin
 Nancy Kay Potter
 Timothy C. Weaver
 Caroline Constance Williams-Jeffcoat

Classroom Support      
   Services
 Annette K. Dixon
Environmental Services
 Jean Marie Allen
 Warren Preston Colbert
 Chandra Latrice Houston
 Gregory Sinclair Jenkins
 Vita Denice Sanders

Georgia Correctional 
   HealthCare
 Nichola Michelle Bailey
 Pamela Daria Clark
 Nicole May Dent
 Becky Desler Glenn
 Barbara Denise Gravley
 Jerry B. Humphreys

 Sherry Ann Lee
 Rayshondal Neal Merrell
 Tomeka Latashia Moore
 Theodore G. Okafor
 Donald Holland Parker
 William Ralph Satterfield Jr.
 Ronda Deanna Williams
 Sharon Louise Workman

Georgia War Veterans 
   Nursing Home
 Matron Deau Boston
 Renata F. Brown
 Toney A. Holmes
 Maryalice D. Williams

Greenblatt Library
 Diana Estelle Wilson

Human Resources
 Dexter Jerome Brooks

Information Technology 
 Support & Services
    Duane Melvin Hayunga
    David Bram Vanidour

Laboratory Animal     
   Services
 David A. Robinson

MCG Cancer Center
 Pamela Jones Bourbo
 Cherie Kaye Moritz

Parking Administration
 Norman Leon Covington

Printing & Copying 
   Services
 Brad A. Messer

Statewide AHEC
 Ketarya Davonree Hunt Dent

Welcome… 
to these new members of the MCG community  

Seven ways to keep kids car safe 
by Rene Hopkins

Knowing how to protect 
children in and around cars is 
one of the most important things 
for caregivers to learn. Safe Kids 
East Central, led by the MCG 
Children’s Medical Center, offers 
the following safety guidelines:

•   Even if you’re only going 
around the block, always use seat 
belts, booster seats or child safety 
seats and use them correctly. An 
estimated 75 percent of all car 
crashes occur within 25 miles of 
one’s home.

•   Infants under age 1 or 
weighing less than 20 pounds 
should be in rear-facing child-
safety seats. Children weighing 
20 to 40 pounds can use forward-

facing seats. Children age 4 to 8 
or weighing more than 40 pounds 
should use a booster seat.

•   Restrain children age 12 and 
under in the back seat. Always 
read the child’s safety seat 
instruction manual and the 
car owner’s manual for proper 
installation instructions.

•   The minimum height 
requirement for using an adult 
seat belt is 4 feet, 9 inches. The 
strap should be positioned at the 
hips and upper thighs rather than 
across the abdomen. In a crash, 
an incorrectly positioned belt can 
cause soft-tissue damage and/or 
internal bleeding.

•   Do not allow children to 
play with or leave toys in the 
driveway. Drivers should always 

walk around a vehicle before           
they back up.

•   Teach children where the 
trunk lock release is located. 
Teach them that a car can be 
dangerous and never to play in 

or around one.
•   Never leave a child alone 

in a car, even on mild days 
with a window open. Children 
trapped inside can suffer heat-
related illnesses, even death, 
as temperatures spike to 
dangerous highs.

To learn about free car seat 
inspections, contact Safe Kids 
East Central at ext. 1-7606.

– Rene Hopkins is the coordinator 
for Safe Kids East Central

Memorial service 
honors body donors

MCG will honor those who 
donate their bodies to medical 
research and education at an 
annual event Friday, March 16.

The 1 p.m. ceremony will 
be held at the cinerarium 
on Laney Walker Boulevard, 
between the Interdisciplinary 
Research Building and the 
Carl T. Sanders Research 
and Education Building. The 
memorial service allows MCG 
students to express their 
appreciation for those who 
donated their bodies to benefit 
health science education.

“Although we spend much 
of our time looking at the 
cadavers as specimens, there 
are times that it really hits 
home that this person had a 
life and family,” said second-
year dental student Josh 
Whetzel. “It’s overwhelming 
when we think about their 
decision to donate themselves 
to science; we want to 

show that we’re grateful for 
everything they provide us.”

Mr. Whetzel is helping 
organize this year’s event, 
which includes performances 
by the MCG Chorus, pianist 
William Schieffler and 
bagpipe player DeWitt Dent 
of the Augusta Highlanders. 
MCG President Daniel 
W. Rahn will welcome 
guests, and Dr. John Fisher, 
infectious disease physician 
and professor of medicine in 
the School of Medicine, and 
Dr. Sally Atherton, chair of 
the Department of Cellular 
Biology and Anatomy, will 
offer remarks.

For information about 
the Anatomical Donation 
Program, contact David E. 
Adams, director, at ext.1-4772, 
or dadams@mcg.edu or visit 
www.mcg.edu/SOM/cba/
body.html.

or around one.
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Wartime raises stress, blood pressure in military offspring 
by Toni Baker

Children with parents in 
the military have higher blood 
pressure, heart rates and general 
stress levels than their peers 
during wartime, researchers say.

Researchers looked at 121 
adolescents – including 48 
with civilian parents, 20 with 
a parent deployed to Iraq and 
53 with a parent in the military 
but not deployed – days after 
Operation Iraqi Freedom was 
launched in March 2003 and 
nearly three months later when 
President Bush announced 
major hostilities had ceased.

At both points, offspring 
of military personnel self-
reported higher levels of stress; 
blood pressure and heart rate 
measures supported 
their accounts.

“We expected stress levels 
would push up blood pressure 
and heart rates,” says Dr. Vernon 
Barnes, MCG physiologist and 
principal author of a paper 
published in the January issue 
of Military Medicine.

Dr. Barnes and his colleagues 
used a posttraumatic stress 
disorder questionnaire, 
developed by the military 
for personnel and modified 
for adolescents, to assess 
psychosocial concerns such as 

sense of well-being and faith in 
government along with the more 
objective heart rate and blood 
pressure measures. Studies 
were done at the Academy of 
Richmond County, an Augusta 
high school attended by many 
children whose parents are 
stationed at Fort Gordon.

Acknowledging that the 
study size was small and did 
not assess non-war-related 
stressors, the researchers note 
that the physical impact of the 
war on military offspring merits 
attention. “Certainly the stress 
response is increased in soldiers, 
but this research indicates 
that it’s also increased in the 
families they leave behind,” 
Dr. Barnes says.

“Given the continued 
presence of U.S. soldiers 
deployed to Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and mounting 
casualties, these findings suggest 
that youth with family members 
in the military, particularly those 
deployed overseas, may warrant 
increased attention of parents, 
educators and counselors 
during this period of active 
conflict,” researchers write. 
“Further research is warranted 
to determine whether stress 
reduction interventions may 
be effective in reducing 
stress levels and associated 

indices of sympathetic nervous 
system arousal in children of 
military personnel.”

The work was funded in 
part by the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute; a 

research abstract was presented 
at the American Psychosomatic 
Society’s 2004 annual meeting.

Dr. Vernon Barnes checks the blood pressure of Britany Sawyer, 19, a participant in a blood 
pressure study at the Academy of Richmond County.

New blood thinner studied for patients with clots
By Toni Baker

Researchers are comparing 
a new oral blood thinner to an 
old standby to see if it works 
as well and is easier to manage 
long term.

Blood levels of the 
standby, warfarin, can be 
dramatically impacted by 
diet and other medications, 
says Dr. James R. Gossage Jr., 
an MCG pulmonologist. He 
calls the drug, also known 
as Coumadin, a “high-
maintenance” medication.

An international study of 
2,000 adults with clots in 
their legs or lungs – deep vein 
thrombosis or pulmonary 
embolism, respectively – will 
determine if dabigatran, 
manufactured by Boehringer 
Ingelheim – eases long-term 
clot control.

Deep vein thrombosis or 
pulmonary embolism generally 
are treated with intravenous 
blood thinners; larger clots 
also may need a clot-buster 
like tPA, says Dr. Gossage, a 
principal investigator on the 
study. Blood thinners keep 

the clot from growing while 
the body’s endogenous clot-
busters eliminate it. It can take 
a long time, particularly when 
clots exceed several inches, 
requiring a blood thinner 
patients can take at home. 
Warfarin requires daily, then 
weekly, monitoring until levels 
stabilize. Monthly checks are 
then necessary as long as the 
drug is used.

At the right level, the drug 
works well, inhibiting vitamin 
K, which helps synthesize 
several coagulation factors 
and is abundant in green 
leafy vegetables. “It’s very 
uncommon for a person taking 
warfarin to have a blood clot if 
his or her level is in the proper 
range,” Dr. Gossage says.

However, many common 
over-the-counter and 
prescription drugs and even 
large helpings of foods like 
broccoli and spinach can affect 
the liver mechanism that 
determines how warfarin is 
eliminated. “We are looking 
for medicines that are not 
affected by our diet and by 
every other pill we take,” Dr. 

Gossage says.
Previous work with 

dabigatran indicates it works 
earlier in the clotting process, 
inhibiting thrombin, a basic 
clotting factor. “When you 
cut yourself, platelets start 
sticking, thrombin comes 
in and activates the whole 
cascade of coagulation factors 
that form a clot. Warfarin 
works later in the cascade,” 
says Dr. Gossage.

This phase III study 
randomizes patients to 
warfarin or dabigatran and 
closely follows them for 
18 months. If dabigatran 
appears ineffective, patients 
will be moved to more 
standard therapy.

An estimated 600,000 
pulmonary embolisms occur 
each year in the United States 
and deep vein thrombosis is 
about twice as common. Many 
patients have both because a 
leg clot has nearly a straight 
shot to the lungs through the 
venous system.

For more information, 
call Melissa James, study 
coordinator, at ext. 1-6791.

Dr. James Gossage Jr.
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Noon Arts Conference a smashing success
 he MCG Arts Council Feb.13 

concert in the Tuesday 
Noon Performing Live series 
introduced several new acts to 
an already outstanding lineup 
of perennial favorites. Joining 
William Schleifer and the MCG 
Chorus were five newcomers 
to the Tuesday stage and a 
Colombia dance troupe.

Dr. Lynn Jaffe set the mood 
for the Valentine concert with 
a story of “Rachel the Clever,” 
a tale of, what else, true love. 
Thom Houston performed 
and sang a contemporary 
tune, California and Me, with 
a decidedly Georgia twist, 
followed by tunes from Dr. 
Lori Schumacher on flute 
and Abe Weaver on classical 
guitar. Melissa Johnson-Bates 
belted out a jazzy My Funny 
Valentine, accompanied by 
Dr. John Wataha. Intertwined 
was a visual feast of costumed 
Colombian dances courtesy of 
Dr. William Salazar’s dance 
troupe, William Schleifer’s 
Franz Schubert classical piano 
pieces and the MCG Chorus 
performing two ensemble 
numbers.

The show was sponsored by 
School of Nursing.

The next concert will be 
Tuesday, March 20 featuring 
Dr. Tony Pearson-Shaver and 
the MCG Jazz Band, sponsored 
by the School of Graduate 
Studies.

Dr. Lynn Jaffe, associate professor of occupational therapy, School of 
Allied Health Sciences

Ana Rivera (from left), Lucero Sanabria, Dr. William 
Salazar, professor, School of Medicine and Liliana Noble 

Dr. Lori Schumacher, interim 
chair of physiological and 
technological nursing, School 
of Nursing

Thom Houston, first-year 
medical student

Melissa Johnson-Bates, director of internal communications, 
School of Nursing

Dr. John Wataha, professor, 
School of Dentistry

Abe Weaver, graduate nursing 
student

William Schleifer, second-year 
medical student

MCG Chorus

T 13
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Optional Retirement Plan, not 
only on campus but statewide.

One of the council’s strengths 
is its ability to self-promote 
its members. “There may 
be a researcher who needs 
assistance in learning how to 
educate, how to be a teacher,” 
says Dr. Robinson. “We may 
have clinical faculty who need 
to be trained in research, how 
to get grants. Or someone from 
research may need assistance 
with clinical, or writing papers 
for publication. As faculty, 
our promotion, our tenure, is 
highly based on how well we 
do in certain areas. If you’re 
not equipped to perform in 
those areas, how are you going 
to excel or be competent? The 
Academic Council has programs 
and mentoring systems to help 
faculty broaden their skills.”

“I remember a number 
of years ago when we wore 
stickers that read: Students 
are our lifeblood, and indeed 
they are,” says Dr. Callan. “If 
students are the lifeblood, 
then the faculty must be the 
backbone, the marrow, which 
provides vitality to transform 
the mission of MCG into reality. 

Without the faculty, nothing 
can be accomplished.”

One representative for 
each 20 members of full-time 
faculty from each school and 
the library is elected to serve 
on the council. Officers are 
elected by members. Dr. Callan 
is with the Department of Oral 
Rehabilitation in the School 
of Dentistry; Dr. Tingen is 
with the School of Medicine 
Georgia Prevention Institute; 
and Dr. Robinson is with the 
Department of Cardiology 
in the School of Medicine. 
There are three standing 
committees: Strategies and 
Responsibilities, chaired by Dr. 
Deborah Lewis, Department 
of Pharmacology in the School 
of Medicine; Scholarships 
and Standards, chaired by Dr. 
Barbara Kiernan, Department 
of Behavioral Nursing in 
the School of Nursing; and 
Faculty Governance, chaired 
by Bill Andrews, Department 
of Medical Illustration in 
the School of Allied Health 
Sciences.

Meetings are held the third 
Thursday of the month at 5 p.m. 
in the Small Auditorium. All 

faculty members are invited.
Forum for the Future, a 

series the council developed 
for the entire campus, has over 
the past 18 months brought 
highly qualified presenters 
from both inside and outside 
the MCG community to speak 
on various topics if interest to 
career development. The next 
forum on Thursday, March 8 
will cover challenges as MCG 
becomes a tobacco-free campus 
(see sidebar).

In keeping with the goal of 
providing community among 
faculty, the council hosts a 
New Faculty Reception each 
fall. During the spring General 
Faculty Assembly, when 
outstanding faculty from each 
school and retiring faculty 
are recognized, the council 
presents the annual Spirit of 
MCG Award, given to honor 
an individual for dedicated 
service to the faculty. The 2006 
recipient was President Rahn.

For more information about 
the Academic Council, contact 
Dr. Rick Callan at ext. 1-2811 or 
rcallan@mcg.edu.

FORUM FOR THE FUTURE
THURSDAY, MARCH 8  

noon – 1 p.m.  
Small Auditorium

Sigrid Smith of Self 
Regional Healthcare 

and Melissa Tymchuk 
of Northeast Georgia 

Medical Center in 
Gainesville will discuss 

the challenges and 
benefits of becoming 

a tobacco-free 
organization. The forum 
is open to all and lunch 
will be provided for the 

first 100 attendees. 
Questions may be 

submitted, anonymously 
if preferred, at www.

mcg.edu/faculty/
facultywideorg.htm. Click 
on Forum for the Future, 

Questions/Comments. 
Questions may also be 
mailed to the Office of 
The Academic Council,  

AB-149A.

COUNCIL...from page 1

Jarrett E. Hindew
Investment Representative
2816 Washington Rd Suite 102
Augusta, GA 30909
Bus. 706-738-2983
Toll-Free. 888-738-6929
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We understand the difference 
you make every day. And we’d 
like to help make a difference 
in your life. If you work for 

public educational institution 
or nonprofit organization, 
Edward Jones can explain 

options for your 403(b)/TSA 
retirement savings plan and 
recommend a strategy that’s 

best for you.

To learn why it makes 
sense to talk with 

Edward Jones about 
your retirement savings, 

call or visit today.
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Putting a halt to spam and junk mail 

 Do you know your MCG trivia? Let’s see...
 How much National Institutes of Health funding did 
MCG researchers receive in fiscal 2006? Which MCG 
department hosts MedWar each year? Who was the dean 
of MCG in 1888?
 These are just a few of the 50 questions in the Tech Fair 
2007 Scavenger Hunt. Answer them all and you’ll have 
a chance to win an iPod Shuffle, courtesy of the Office 
of Information Technology. The answers are right there, 
waiting to be found, scattered throughout MCG’s 50,000 
Web pages.
 To get started, visit www.mcg.edu/techfair and link on 
“2007 Tech Fair Scavenger Hunt.” The fun begins today, 
with plenty of time to get your answers in. The deadline is 
Monday, March 19.
 The Tech Fair itself is Thursday, March 22 in the 
Greenblatt Library with numerous exhibits and 
presentations from technology experts to enrich teaching, 
learning, research and practice. There’ll be plenty of door 
prizes and giveaways as well. Last year, more than 1,000 
faculty, staff and students attended this popular event.
 For more information about this year’s fair, visit 
www.mcg.edu/techfair.

Scavenger hunt 
kicks off MCG's 
annual Tech Fair

Optional Retirement Plan, not

Are you tired of searching through your inbox, weeding out the 
junk? Unsolicited commercial e-mail, commonly known as spam, has 
become one of the largest problems on the Internet today. Just as some 
merchants send junk mail to your house, spammers send unsolicited 

e-mail with the hope that you will buy their products or services. 
Since it is very inexpensive to send an e-mail message, spammers can 
afford to send millions of them, even if only a small number of people 
respond. They send their messages from numerous different – often 
falsified – addresses, which make them hard to track.

There’s hope. While the MCG e-mail gateway blocks approximately 
85 percent of the nearly 10 million messages received each month, 
it’s difficult to centrally block everything. Using the GroupWise client, 
users can adjust the junk mail settings to accept e-mail messages from 
known users only. This keeps the in-box clean by moving mail from 
unwanted others to the Junk Mail folder.

Users should check the Junk Mail folder on a regular basis – daily, 
weekly or monthly – to ensure wanted e-mails are not inadvertently 
trashed. If you find a message from a sender you trust, right click on 
it and choose “trust sender.” This not only moves the message to your 
inbox, it also adjusts settings to keep messages from that sender or 
domain from being junked in the future.

Spam prevention tips can be found on the ITSS Web site at www.
mcg.edu/itss/Help/email/spamtips.htm. For step-by-step instructions 
on configuring GroupWise Junk Mail settings, visit www.mcg.edu/itss/
Help/email/junk.htm. 

For assistance or questions, contact the IT Service Desk at 1-4000.

e-mail with the hope that you will buy their products or services.

 Bits & Bytes   
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VOTED “BEST CAR WASH” BY READERS OF AUGUSTA MAGAZINE!

$4.00 AUTOMATIC WASH & FREE VACUUMS
“A New Concept in FAST Car Washing”

2841 Washington Road (next to Red Lobster)
HOURS: Mon-Sat: 8-8; Sun: 11-6

Oil change and lube featuring
quality Valvoline products.
(at Evans & Express locations only.)

Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30-5:30

Sun: Noon-5:00

Across From Evans Cinemas

706-868-1450

EVANS

MARTINEZ

DOWNTOWN

AUGUSTA MALL

Across From West Towne

706-868-1550

Next to Johnson Motor Co.

706-722-4109 (Closed Sun.)

Across From the mall

706-738-1300

ANY PACKAGE WASH

$200 Off
Deluxe Wash or Higher

NOT VALID WITH ANY
OTHER SPECIAL OR OFFER

 HAND WAX
$45Includes Full Services

Wash, Tire Shine, Air
Freshener & Hand Wax

MOST VEHICLES. NOT VALID
WITH ANY OTHER SPECIAL 

OR OFFER. 
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3- Minute Car Wash & Quick Lube

Home Of The World Famous

$15.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE

R102000•BP010407
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MCG Fine Arts Exhibition 2007
 The MCG Arts Council, with support from the Academic Council and the Student 
Government Association, will sponsor the inaugural Fine Arts Exhibition April 9 
through April 30.

 Entry forms will be available at locations campuswide, and on the MCG Arts 
Council Web site: www.mcg.edu/artscouncil.

 Eligibility:  Open to all current students, faculty and staff of MCG, MCGHI and PPG.

 Entries / Fees:  Each entrant may submit up to two (2) entries. Fees are $10 per 
entry for students and $15 per entry for faculty and staff. Entry fees are non-
refundable. Make checks payable to MCG Arts Council (no cash or credit cards).

 Categories:  Fine artwork may be entered in the following groupings: Drawing, 
Painting, Sculpture, Ceramics, Photography and Printmaking.

 Entry Specifications / Limitations:  All two-dimensional artwork should be 
framed and suitable for hanging, with picture wire securely fixed on the back. 
Matting is optional. If artwork is protected, Plexiglas is preferred, particularly for 
larger pieces. No dimension (height/width) should exceed 48” and maximum 
weight for each piece is 40 pounds. Sculpture and ceramics must not exceed 28” in 
height, 16” in breadth (largest dimension) and 30 pounds. Artwork not suitable for 
hanging or display will be excluded.

 DEADLINES:
• Entry forms with fees must be received by Friday, March 23 at noon. Mail or 
deliver to: Department of Medical Illustration, CJ-1101, MCG.

• Artwork is to be delivered between Wednesday, March 28 and Friday, March 
30. Based on entry category, you will be notified by e-mail where to deliver your 
artwork.

• The exhibition will be on display April 9-30. A list of locations and contributing 
artists will be published at a later date.

 Awards:  Awards will be given in all categories by a panel of judges.

 Sale of Artwork:  Purchase/sale of artwork is between the entrant and 
purchaser. The MCG Arts Council assumes no role in these transactions. 
However, exhibited artwork must remain in the exhibition throughout the show.

 Jurying:  The MCG Fine Arts Exhibition 2007 is a JURIED exhibition. Every 
attempt will be made to accept and display all entries. However, any piece of 
artwork may be excluded due to space limitations, suitability of content or 
preparation for hanging/display.

 Disclaimer:  While every attempt will be made to secure the Exhibition site(s), 
the MCG Arts Council and its co-sponsors assume no liability for lost, stolen or 
damaged artwork. Entry fees are non-refundable. By submitting an entry form with 
fees, the entrant agrees to display artwork throughout the exhibition.

 Questions:  Contact Steve Harrison, Department of Medical Illustration, sharriso@mcg.edu.
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Famous Dave’s

Shangri La

T.G.I. Friday’s

Yo Pizza

Barberitos

& many more

Call (706) 364-4460 to order
& request a menu guide.

www . 2 g o - b o x . c om

DELIVERED MEALS FROM
GREAT RESTAURANTS

Save Your Parking Spot! Save Your Gas!

Beeper Recipe Contest!
If you’ve got a great recipe to share, you could 
win a free lunch for yourself and three others — 
delivered right to your waiting plates!  Who says 
there’s no free lunch? What are you waiting for?  
E-mail your favorite recipe to 
recipes@mcgbeeper.com today!

RECIPES

SPONSORED BY:

w w w . 2 g o - b o x . c o m
( 7 0 6 )  3 6 4 - 4 4 6 0

SEE THIS ISSUE’S WINNING RECIPE ON PAGE 3!

SUDOKU

Where in the MCG world is this? contest
How well do you know your campus? 

Play on page 6!

ACROSS
  1. Location of the ora serrata
  4. Stroke, familiarly
  7. Abscess contents
10. “She’s __ You”; ’62 Elvis Presley hit
11. Bronchi contents
12. Prior to
13. “Isn’t that obvious?”
14. Goal
15. Expire
16. Cartilage disks
19. Hemochromatosis sufferer’s problem
21. Skin condition
24. Make __ with; impress
25. Esophagus, in essence
26. Lymphatic system component
27. Extended family
28. Prefix with pneumonia or dilator
32. Contented sound
34. Pasture cry
35. Bursa
38. Remains container
39. Cuba or Jamaica: abbr.
40. Mischief-maker
41. Bunion site
42. Caroline’s uncle
43. Gentleman

DOWN
  1. Wrap up
  2. Pronoun
  3. Site of the cribriform plate
  4. Actor James
  5. Number of cranial bones
  6. Cephalic vein locations
  7. Lice infestation
  8. Laryngitis, for one: abbr.
  9. Notice
17. Penetrate
18. Come down with
19. Actor McKellen
20. Fraternity letter
22. Hawks’ org.
23. Suffix for eight or velvet
29. Leave out
30. Greater alar cartilage’s location
31. Most widespread viral infection
32. Incision
33. Acapulco gold
36. Heart attack, for short
37. Life-saving technique, familiarly

3

12 Puzzle
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Dr. Jillella among 
top cancer 
physicians

Dr. Anand P. Jillella has been 
named one of the 2,000 America’s 
Top Doctors for Cancer listed in a 
national patient reference guide 
published by Castle Connolly 
Medical Ltd., the only Augusta-
area physician so recognized.

Dr. Jillella, professor in the 
School of Medicine and chief 
of the Division of Hematology/
Oncology and Bone Marrow 
Transplantation, attended medical 
school at the Government Medical 
College in Kurnool, India and 
performed his internship and 
residency at MCG. He completed 
his fellowship at Yale University 
School of Medicine and is certified 
by the American Board of Medical 
Oncologists.

Dr. Jillella’s clinical interest is 
bone marrow transplantation. His 
research interests include bone 
marrow transplantation, leukemia, 
lymphoma, multiple myeloma and 
blood-related cancers.

Obituaries
The MCG community extends 

condolences to the family and 
friends of:

William John Watkins, 84, 
husband of Karen Waldo, a retired 
medical illustrator with IMMAG, 
who died Jan. 25.

Armand Karow Jr., 65, 
a retired professor in the 
Department of Pharmacology and 
Toxicology, who died Feb. 6. He 
served MCG from 1968-97.

1313

Newsmakers

Dr. Jillella

see Newsmakers page 14

Try the Buzzles! Page 12

Patricia Sodomka, MCG 
director of the Center for 
Patient- and Family-Centered 
Care, presented an overview 
of patient- and family-centered 
care and its impact on teaching 
during a recent meeting of the 
Strategic Initiatives Council of 
the Accreditation Council on 
Graduate Medical Education in 
Chicago.

The council, which accredits 
U.S. medical training programs, 
is exploring the role of patient- 
and family-centered care in 
residency training.

“The group was receptive 
and excited to hear about 
the resounding impact this 
philosophy has had on our 
institution,” said Mrs. Sodomka, 
also senior vice president of 
patient- and family-centered care 
for MCGHI.

MCG began practicing patient- 
and family-centered care in 1993 
when it involved patients and 
family members in planning and 
designing the Children’s Medical 
Center.

In her talk, Mrs. Sodomka 
noted dramatic improvements 
wherever the approach is used 
clinically, including patient 
satisfaction and reduction in 
staff vacancies, medication error 
rates, length of hospitalization 
and misdiagnoses. She outlined 
the philosophy’s integration into 
the education of future health 
care providers, including the 
use of family faculty to teach 
students. MCG formed the 

Center for Patient- and Family-
Centered Care in 2004 to further 
integrate the philosophy into 
education and research.

Mrs. Sodomka came to MCG 
in 1987 as associate director of 
operations for MCG Hospitals 
and Clinics and administrator 
of the MCG Children’s Medical 
Center. She was named acting 
executive director of MCG 
Hospitals and Clinics in 1994 
and executive director in 
1995. When MCGHI assumed 
management of MCG’s clinical 
operations in 2000, she became 
executive vice president and 
chief operations officer for 
hospital operations.

She chairs the Partnership 
for Health and Accountability 
Advisory Council of the Georgia 
Hospital Association and is a 
fellow of the American College 
of Healthcare Executives.

Mrs. Sodomka
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Mrs. Sodomka
addresses national
education group
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3170 Skinner Mill Rd.
Augusta, GA 30909

706-733-9848
www.woodwindsapts.com

1 Bedroom / 1 Bath $405
Free Comcast 60 Channel Cable TV Service ( a $45 value)
Swimming Pool / Free Water / Trash Pickup / Pest Control

No other complex comes close to this price, 
even with their confusing specials.

M-F 8am-6pm    Sat 10am-4pm    Sun 1-4pmR
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2015 Central Ave.   706-736-2880
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30 beers on draft, 
over 100 different bottled beers. 

Full range of liquor & wine.

Open 3pm until 
beyond Midnight!

Mon.-Sat, Closed Sun.
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Wednesdays 8:30pm

ON DRAFT

Saturdays 8:30pm
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Campus Beat
   Periodic reports of crime-related news on campus are posted 

in compliance with federal, state and local laws to maximize 

campus safety and awareness. To report crimes, suspicious 

activity, or information regarding reported incident(s), call the 

MCG Public Safety Department at ext. 1-2911 or #2911 from a 

cellular phone.

Vehicle stolen, recovered
 A silver Chevrolet Colorado was reported stolen Feb. 7 
between 5:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. from the third level of Parking 
Deck 4 adjacent to the Student Center. It was recovered Feb. 8 
by the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office at 9th and D’antignac 
streets and returned to its owner.

Drug arrest
 On Feb. 9 at 11:11 p.m. in Parking Lot 1 west of MCG Village 
Apartments, MCG police stopped a subject who subsequently 
dropped a small clear plastic bag on the ground with a white 
powdery substance that tested positive for cocaine. The subject, 
who was not an MCG employee or student, was arrested for 
possession of a controlled substance and processed into the 
Richmond County Jail.

Vehicles entered
 Items were taken from inside a brown van parked in the 
Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home Lot 33 Feb. 6 between 1-4:30 p.m. 
There were no signs of forced entry.

 Items also were taken from the following vehicles:

 While parked in the MCGHI Harper Street Parking Deck next to 
the Ambulatory Care Center, a green Jeep Wrangler was broken 
into between 2:45 p.m. Feb 6. and 1 a.m. Feb. 7. A hole was cut 
into the passenger door window.

 A white Ford Taurus was entered between 5:41 a.m. and 7:26 
a.m. Feb. 7 while parked in MCGHI Lot 48 west of the Georgia 
War Veterans Nursing Home. Entry was gained through a broken 
window.

 Between 9 p.m. Feb. 6 and 1:15 a.m. Feb. 7, the rear window 
of a burgundy Hyundai Elantra was broken while parked in MCG 
Lot 1 on the west side of MCG Village Apartment Complex.

 A silver Volvo parked in MCGHI Lot 48 west of the Georgia War 
Veterans Nursing Home was entered Feb. 9 between 6:30 a.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. through a broken window.

  A blue Chevrolet pickup truck parked on the third level of the 
Ambulatory Care Center Parking Deck was entered between 1 p.m. 
Feb. 10 and 5 a.m. Feb. 11.

Art at the Greenblatt

The Greenblatt Library is showcasing the artwork of Wanta L. Davenport and Fernie Parker 
Taite through March. Ms. Davenport works in oil depicting still life, portraits, landscapes and 
abstracts, while Ms. Taite focuses on renditions of roses. Ms. Davenport owns a gallery on 
Broad Street. Visit her Web site at www.ArtisticPerceptions.com.

Red Roses by Fernie Parker Taite

Rough Water by Wanta Davenport
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We hide the names of randomly chosen students and employees - one 
per issue. If your name is hidden in one of the advertisements in this 

issue, you’ll score our Beeper gift package: gift certificates from a local 
restaurant, Top Notch Carwash and Evans 20 Theatre movie passes 

from Health Center Credit Union!

THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one 
of the ads in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, e-mail us;(contests@mcgbeeper.
com) before noon on Friday, the day after the beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF 
THE NAME YOU FOUND IS NOT YOURS, please do not call. 4. All hidden name winners must be 
enrolled at or employed by MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party 
is responsible for printing errors which make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other news-
paper delivery delays. 6. In the event more than one person has the same name, the first person to 
claim the prize is the winner. 7. Prizes awarded to winners may vary from issue to issue. 
8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

Is Your Name in This Issue?
Check our Ads to Find Out! And remember,

e-mail: contests@mcgbeeper.com 
Before the Friday Noon Deadline!

Alejandro Lopez-Rossitch found his name hidden 
in the Varandah Grill ad on page 5 of our last issue.

 classifieds
 classified advertising form
Name                                                                  
Address                                                               
MCG extension (if applicable):                    
Home Phone (      )                                             
Category of Ad (leave blank if unsure)                        

Ad Copy (one word per line; phone numbers MUST include area code):

ad may not contain 
an MCG extension

.25

1.00

1.75

2.50

3.25

4.00

4.75

5.50

6.25

7.00

7.75

8.50

.50

1.25

2.00

2.75

3.50

4.25

5.00

5.75

6.50

7.25

8.00

8.75

.75

1.50

2.25

3.00

3.75

4.50

5.25

6.00

6.75

7.50

8.25

9.00

Beeper classified ads are .25 per word per issue, pre-paid and non-refundable payment: 
check or money order payable to Aiken Communications, or by calling 803-279-2793, or email 

classifieds@mcgbeeper.com Ads for next issue (Mar. 15) must be received by mail no later than (Mar. 5) 
(We publish every other Thursday.)

 (Copy this form or continue in additional sheet if more space needed.)

Send this form with payment to :

Beeper Advertising 106 E. Buena Vista Ave. N. Augusta, SC 29841
Total ad cost by number of words as shown above: $

Multiply by number of times ad to run:  x

Total Submitted: $ 

������
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YOUR
CHOICE!

Sofa $397
or

Sofa, Loveseat 
& Set of 3 Tables 

$997

50 NAME 

BRANDS! NEXT DAY
DELIVERY!

No Interest • No Payments for 1 Year!
BUY THE ROOM AND SAVEBUY THE ROOM AND SAVE
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