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Clinic changes face of dental education
by Jennifer Hilliard

The most significant curricular 
change in the School of Dentistry’s 
35-year history will better prepare 
seniors for their future practices.

The Comprehensive Care 
Clinic, which held its grand 
opening celebration Aug. 21, is 
modeled after private-practice 
dentistry, where most patient 
care happens in one place. At 
every appointment, patients will 
be seen in the same clinic by 
students supervised by the same 
group of faculty – made up of 
highly qualified generalists and 
specialists.

“This is a big day for the School 
of Dentistry and for campus,” 
said Dean Connie Drisko to a 
standing-room-only crowd at the 
celebration. “Everything we do 
is to provide the best customer 
service. Our students and our 
patients are our customers and we 
should always keep them in mind 
as we progress.”

The new clinic provides a more 
patient- and family-centered care. 
Before the clinic, which operated 
as a pilot program this summer, 
patients were often treated in 
several specialty clinics for 
different dental problems. Now, 
they spend their time, and less of 
it, in a single chair.

Comprehensive care allows 
faculty-supervised students to 
increase their clinical productivity 

and practice more difficult 
procedures. The end result is a 
more experienced graduate and a 
smoother transition into private 
practice. And because procedures 
are performed by students, services 

are offered at a reduced cost.
The new clinic features axiUm, 

a clinic management system 
that allows for paperless patient 
records and digital radiography. 
MCG’s dental school is among the 

first in the nation to incorporate 
this type of system into operational 
and clinical care.

“The system makes planning 
treatment easier and allows a 

Patient Michael Southall looks on as Dr. Max Nahon and third-year dentistry student Jessanna 
Smith utilize axiUm, the new paperless clinic management system in the School of Dentistry. 
MCG’s dental school is among the first in the nation to incorporate this type of system into 
operational and clinical care.

Phil Jones photo

See Dental clinic page  6

MCGHI honored for community value
by Danielle Wong Moores

MCG Health System has been 
named a Community Value Index 
Top 100 hospital by Ohio-based 
Cleverley and Associates, a leading 
health care financial consulting 
firm that specializes in operational 
benchmarking and performance 

enhancement. MCG Health System 
is one of three hospitals in Georgia 
named to the list.

The CVI scores a hospital in nine 
measures in the areas of pricing, 
cost of care, financial strength and 
reinvestment, and suggests that 
a hospital provides value to the 
community when it has reasonable 

charges, maintains a low cost 
structure, is financially viable and is 
appropriately reinvesting in itself.

“Our goal as a not-for-profit 
health system is to be a community 
resource for CSRA residents to 
obtain the health care they need, 
from the highest level of care to 
the most basic,” said Don Snell, 

president and CEO of MCGHI. “This 
award lets us know that we are 
succeeding in adding value to this 
community, despite a challenging 
financial climate.”

The findings were released 
in Cleverley & Associates’ new 
publication, The State of the 
Hospital Industry, 2006 edition.
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Briefs... Need to Know news, events and more

Reception for new 
dean and director

The MCG community is invited 
to a reception Thursday, Aug. 31 to 
welcome new School of Medicine 
Dean D. Douglas Miller and Cancer 
Center Director Kapil N. Bhalla. MCG 
President Daniel W. Rahn will host 
the event from 3-5 p.m. in the MCG 
Alumni Center ballroom.

New faculty reception
The MCG Academic Council will 

host a reception for new faculty 
Tuesday, Sept. 5 at 7 p.m. at the 
Savannah Rapids Pavilion. All faculty 
members are encouraged to attend.

State of the University
President Daniel W. Rahn will give 

his annual State of the University 
Address at noon Thursday, Sept. 7, 
in the large auditorium of the MCG 
Auditoria Center. Lunch will be 
provided for the first 350 attendees.

Intramural changes
The registration deadline for 

indoor soccer has been changed to 
Wednesday, Sept. 6. The deadline 
to register for flag football has been 
extended to until Wednesday, Oct. 4.

Apple and Dell recalls
Certain Apple and Dell notebook 

computer batteries manufactured by 
Sony are being voluntarily recalled 
because of a potential fire risk.

Dell batteries were shipped between 
April 2004 and July 2006 and may 
have been provided in response to 
service calls. For information on free 
replacements, call the IT Service Desk 
at ext. 1-4000 or visit www.mcg.edu/
itss/Help/Computing/battery.

Apple batteries were sold worldwide 
from Oct. 2003 through Aug. 2006 for 
use in the 12-inch iBook G4, 12-inch 
PowerBook G4 and 15-inch PowerBook 
G4. For Apple replacements, visit 
www.support.apple.com/ibook_
powerbook/batteryexchange. 

Parenting programs
Wee Wisdom, a free parenting 

program for caregivers of children 
age 5 and younger, is held every 
Wednesday from noon to 1 p.m. in the 
CMC Family Resource Library. On Sept. 
6, Nancy Webb from the Department 
of Pediatrics will talk about caring 
for newborns. On Sept. 13, she will 
address the impact fathers have on 
children.

For more information, call Melanie 
Gee at ext. 1-3596.

Students volunteers 
wanted

The Georgia Free Clinic Network’s 
Annual Conference, a statewide 
meeting Sept. 7-8 at the National 
Center for Primary Care at Morehouse 
School of Medicine in Atlanta, needs 
student volunteers from medicine, 
nursing and health sciences. The 
conference focuses on improving 
access and quality of health care for 
Georgians. Participants will include 
policymakers, medical providers, free 
clinics and non-profits.  

For more information, visit www.
gfcn.org/volunteer2 or e-mail Charlene 
Barina at cbarina@gfcn.org.

Ice cream for AHA
The pediatric cardiology clinic will 

sell ice cream sundaes and frozen 
yogurt Friday, Sept. 8 from 2-4 p.m. 
Proceeds will benefit the American 
Heart Association.

Family Day for 
first-year students

Family Day for the families and 
friends of first-year students will take 
place Saturday, Sept. 9. A reception 
for the Schools of Allied Health 
Sciences, Dentistry, Graduate Studies 
and Nursing will be held in the 
Student Center at 9 a.m., followed 
by Dr. Rahn’s welcome in the large 
auditorium of the Auditoria Center at 
10 a.m. Individual school activities 
will take place in the afternoon. The 
School of Medicine’s reception in the 
Student Center will take place at 10:30 
a.m., with Dr. Rahn’s welcome in the 
large auditorium at 11:30 a.m. Dr. 
Sylvia Smith will introduce program 
presentations at noon.

Faculty members are urged to 
attend. RSVP by calling the Office of 
Student Affairs at ext. 1-3356.

White Coat ceremony
The School of Medicine White Coat 

Ceremony will take place Saturday, 
Sept. 9 at 2:30 p.m. at Warren Baptist 
Church, 3203 Washington Rd. Students 
must arrive by 2 p.m. Those who 
cannot attend must submit a written 
request for permission to be absent 
to Rita Lovering, Office of the Dean, 
Administration Building, room 152.

A large crowd is anticipated; early 
arrival for guests is suggested.

Dental spouses 
fundraiser

The MCG Dental Student Spouse 
Alliance will have a yard and bake 
sale Saturday, Sept. 9 from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. in the social hall of Woodlawn 

United Methodist Church, 2220 Walton 
Way. Proceeds will benefit SAFEhomes 
of Augusta, a domestic violence 
intervention center, and the MCG 
Dental Program. For more information, 
contact Angela Lucas at 803-278-4922 
or mcgdssa@yahoo.com.

Infertility support 
meeting date change

The Infertility Support Group will 
meet the second Monday in September 
(Sept. 11) due to Labor Day falling on 
the first Monday, the group’s regularly 
scheduled meeting date. Meetings, held 
from 6-8 p.m. on the seventh floor of 
the main hospital in student classroom 
BB-7524, are open to the public and 
provide emotional support for those 
who have been trying to conceive or 
were unable to achieve delivery. For 
more information, contact Robin Shaffer 
at ext 1-3832.

Retirees welcome mayor
Augusta Mayor Deke Copenhaver 

will discuss the future of Augusta at the 
MCG Retirees Association meeting Sept. 
12 at the Scottish Rite Temple, 2553 
Washington Rd. The luncheon meeting 
begins at 11:30 a.m. For reservation 
information, contact Pam Jenkins at 
pjenkins757@att.net or 803-279-8564.

Retirement benefits class
Human Resources will offer two 

Brown Bag seminars, “Find Out How 
TRS Works,” on Friday, Sept. 15 from 
1-1:45 p.m. and Tuesday, Sept. 26 from 
12:30-1:15 p.m. in room 2021 of the 
Student Center. Learn why TRS gives 
you more protection than a standard 
401(k) plan, how to avoid costly pitfalls 
and how to protect your TRS benefits. 
Register online at www.mcg.edu/hr/
training.

MCG Chorus performs
The MCG Chorus will showcase its 

talents during the Arts in the Heart of 
Augusta festival Sept. 16 at 11:30 a.m. 
on the community stage.

Foster parent orientation
Georgia SAFE Therapeutic Foster 

Care will hold an orientation and 
general-interest meeting Saturday, 
Sept. 16 from 10 a.m. to noon at 4424 
Columbia Rd, Suite B, in Martinez. 
Georgia SAFE (Specialized Alternative 
Family Environments) is a non-profit 
agency licensed by the state to recruit, 
train and certify foster families to serve 
children who cannot live at home due 
to abuse, neglect or abandonment.

A new state initiative to bring foster 

See BRIEFS page  13
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Drain the juices from the blueberries and the pineapple 

into a measuring cup and add enough water to make 2 

cups.  Bring to a boil in a saucepan, remove from the 

stove and add Jello; stir until dissolved.  Add the fruit 

into the Jello.  Pour into 8 x 8 serving dish.  Refrigerate 

until set or overnight.

Topping:

Cream the cream cheese, sour cream and sugar together 

until smooth.  Add to the top of the chilled Jello and 

sprinke the pecans over that.

Refrigerate until ready to serve.

Blueberry Salad

You could win FREE FOOD, too. Submit your 
recipe to the Beeper! recipes@mcgbeeper.com

Lunch for 4 provided by

Betty Tillman wins lunch for herself and three 
co-workers courtesy of 2go-Box Delivery!

2 sm boxes raspberry Jello

1 can blueberries (not pie filling) 

1 can crushed pineapple (in juice)

1 8 oz pkg cream cheese

1 8 oz sour cream

1⁄2 cup sugar

1⁄2 cup pecan pieces

Ingredients: Directions:

Recipe Contest
Winner

R097808•BP083106

Home Of The World Famous 

 $15.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. Downtown Augusta
         706-722-4653Since 1930 
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Fat Man’s comes 
to dine Fat Man’s, a familiar MCG 

neighbor, is the Student Center’s 
new food service vendor. The 
vendor will offer both onsite and 
catering service. The catering 
service can accommodate any 
size, theme, day, time or menu. 
The Student Center menu and 
hours will be limited briefly as 
Fat Man’s settles in but will soon 
be up to full capacity. Feedback 
and suggestions are welcome, 
with customer service being the 
top priority. Customers can order 
online at fatmanstoo@mcg.edu 
or by calling ext. 1-3280. Initial 
hours are 7 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
weekdays.

Employee recognition
*WAY TO GO!**WAY TO GO!*

On Oct. 12, MCG will 
recognize employees with 
five, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30 and 
35 years of service during the 
annual Employee Recognition 
Ceremony in the Auditoria 
Center. In this issue, the 
Beeper highlights a 20-year 
employee.  

For more information, 
contact Training and 
Education at ext. 1-3196.

When he was a young boy, 
James Gillespie liked “tearing 

things apart.” If a couple of 
screws were left over when he 
put everything back together, 
that was OK – as long as it 
worked, which it usually did.

Mr. Gillespie has been using 
his hands-on skills for MCG’s 
benefit since September 1985, 
when he was recruited from 
Athens Technical College for 
a new program – the Office 
Equipment Repair Department. 
“When we first started, it 
was typewriters, then word 
processors, then terminals and 

now computers.” 
As a PC support specialist 

in information technology, Mr. 
Gillespie is a familiar face on 
campus. Sitting behind a desk 
doesn’t appeal to him: “I want 
to go out and meet the people,” 
he says.

 A Philadelphia native and 
U.S. Air Force veteran, he 
originally planned to stay at 
MCG 10 years, but with that 
time now more than doubled, 
expect to have him around a 
good while longer. 

Phil Jones photo
James Gillespie

This Ad Space
Available!

As Low As
$36
Call

803-644-2371.
or email

ads@mcgbeeper.com
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on 15th Street across from the MCG Annex

(706)724-3302

15th Street

Lunch Buffet!

11:00 - 1:30 Mon - Fri

All you care to eat:
• Pizza • Salad Bar
• Pasta • Breadsticks
• Cinnamon Sticks

AT A DELICIOUS PRICE:

$898
for 2 people!

$449
for one!

SPECIAL OFFER GOOD 
FOR A LIMITED TIME

DINING ROOM OPEN 11-10 FRI&SAT TIL 11

We Deliver!
Limited delivery area. $10 minimum order.

(706)724-3302

15th Street

Lunch Buffet!

11:00 - 1:30 Mon - Fri

$898
$449

We Deliver!

Offer expires in 30 days

Delivery areas and charges may vary.
 Delivery drivers carry no more than $20 cash.

Double Value Deal

$1999
One coupon per party per visit at participating 

locations. No duplication of toppings.2 Medium Pizzas Any Way You Want 
Them, Family Order of 
Breadsticks & 2-Liter Soft Drink
Pizzas are Up to 3-Toppings, Any Lovers Line or Supreme. 
Super Supreme $1 More per pizza. Two fountain drinks will be 
substituted for 2-Liter for Dine-in. Valid on Pan, Thin N’ Crispy 
and Hand-Tossed Style Pizza.
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All you care to eat:
• Pizza • Salad Bar
• Pasta • Breadsticks
• Cinnamon Sticks

DINING ROOM OPEN 11-10 FRI&SAT TIL 11
DELIVERY HOURS:

11-11 FRI&SAT 11 TIL 1AM

Forensic psychiatrist 
joins faculty
by Toni Baker

Dr. Elena Carmen Nichita, 
a forensic psychiatrist with 
expertise in civil and criminal 
proceedings, has joined the 
faculty in the Department of 
Psychiatry and Health Behavior.

Dr. Nichita, a 1998 graduate 
of the Carol Davila University 
of Medicine and Pharmacy in 
Romania, completed the first 
two years of her psychiatry 
residency at Case Western 
Reserve University-affiliated 
MetroHealth Medical Center 
in Cleveland and the last two 
at MCG before beginning a 
forensic psychiatry fellowship at 
the University of South Carolina 
School of Medicine in Columbia.

Dr. Nichita is an invited 
faculty member for the National 
Habeas Institute at the National 
Institute for Trial Advocacy in 
Atlanta and an invited expert 
for mock trials for the National 
College of District Attorneys’ 
National Advocacy Center in 
Columbia.

She has testified in South 
Carolina’s Circuit Courts, Courts 
of Common Pleas and Probate 
Courts and Federal District 
Courts, and has evaluated 
defendants’ competency 
to stand trial or be held 
responsible for their actions.

She also has presented 
mitigating evidence for the 
sentencing phase of capital 
cases, evaluated competency 
in capital cases, and evaluated 
those found not guilty by reason 
of insanity. Her civil experience 
includes evaluations for sexual 
harassment, personal injury, 
psychiatric disability, worker’s 
compensation and fitness-for-
duty cases.

“Only a judge can determine 
if someone is competent 
to stand trial, but forensic 
psychiatrists give opinions to 
help the judge decide,” says 
Dr. Nichita. “They help answer 
questions about the defendant’s 
criminal responsibility, whether 
he knew what he was doing 
was morally or legally wrong 
or whether he perceived the 
alleged criminal act as wrong.”

She became interested in 
forensic psychiatry as a first-
year resident while handling an 
involuntary civil commitment. 
“I wanted to know more about 
informed consent and different 
competencies to accept or refuse 
treatment. I decided to learn 
more about the legal and ethical 
issues in psychiatry.

“I love my job,” says Dr. 
Nichita, who likes balancing her 
career providing evaluations and 
serving as an expert witness for 
both prosecution and defense.

She also enjoys the more 
traditional role of physician. She 
treats patients two days a week 
at Augusta State Medical Prison.

Courtroom expert Dr. Nichita
Phil Jones photo

by Jennifer Hilliard

Dr. W. Kent Guion, associate 
dean for academic affairs in 
the School of Allied Health 
Sciences, has completed the 
inaugural Health Research 
and Education Trust Cultural 
Competence Leadership 
Fellowship program.

The yearlong program, 
a partnership among the 
Institute for Diversity 
in Health Management, 
the National Center for 
Healthcare Leadership and 
the American Hospital 
Association, helps university 
administrators identify and 
address cultural competency 
issues at their institutions. 
Cultural competency refers to 
academic and personal skills 
that enhance understanding 
and appreciation of cultural 
differences between ethnic 
groups.

Fellows’ coursework 
included producing a 90-
second public service 

announcement that 
highlighted a patient’s 
frustration navigating a health 
system without linguistic and 
culturally appropriate services.

“The fellowship experience 
put me in contact with many 
of the premier thinkers and 
doers in cultural competency,” 
said Dr. Guion, one of 20 
inaugural fellows. “My 
experiences there have 
allowed me to better strategize 
how to implement cultural 
competency at MCG. Not only 
does cultural competency fit 
with our institutional strategic 
initiatives, but more and more 
states are requiring cultural 
competency training for 
medical licensure renewal.”

He plans a Web site to 
help students understand the 
impact of cultural diversity on 
health care delivery. The site 
will also enhance the skills 
and perspectives needed to 
address multicultural health 
issues.

Dr. Guion is a member of 

the Georgia Public Health 
Association and the National 
and Georgia Rural Health 
associations. He serves on the 
advisory board for the Georgia 
Go-Local Project, funded 
by the National Library of 
Medicine, matching Georgians 
with the MedLine Plus Web 
site for information on health 
topics or conditions, including 
a list of providers in their 
area.

Dr. Guion completes cultural 
competency fellowship

Dr. Guion
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1698 Knox Ave
North Augusta, SC

803-278-0175
(across from Zaxby’s)
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Try Your Luck
At Crosswords 

Buzzle
On Page 12

Twice As Nice Consignment

Tonya D. Davis
Owner

1609 Georgia Avenue
North Augusta, SC 29841

(803)279-0132
Tuesday - Friday 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday 10:00 - 3:00

SCRUBS AVAILABLE
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by Sharron Walls

Dr. Carol Lapp loves teaching 
in the Department of Oral 
Biology and Maxillofacial 
Pathology, but she looks 
forward to Mondays with special 
pleasure. For an hour after work, 
she enjoys the harmonies of a 
different type of practice.

As faculty advisor for the 
MCG Chorus, Dr. Lapp takes 
part in one of several creative 
opportunities available on 
campus to students, faculty and 
staff. In addition to performing 
at the Noon Arts Performing 
Live series on campus, the 
chorus joins Paine College and 
Augusta State University for 
a joint concert each February 
on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
performs at Augusta’s annual 
Arts in the Heart Festival, sings 
at senior citizens’ homes, the 
Children’s Medical Center and 
homeless shelters during the 
holidays, and has performed for 
the MCG Retirees Association, 
the Professional Forum, hooding 
events, memorials and other 
functions.

“I see a lot of overlap between 
the sciences and music,” says 
Dr. Lapp, who played violin 
with the Augusta Symphony 
for 30 years and notes many 
members who were health care 
professionals, before professional 

musicians made up the bulk of 
local symphonies. “There must 
be something in the wiring of 
our brains for so many of us to 
intertwine the two disciplines.”

Established five years ago, the 

chorus is funded and supported 
by the MCG Arts Council. It 
became a student organization 
this year, but membership is 
open to anyone. Jina Kim, a 
second-year School of Medicine 
student, serves as president. 
Jason Maynard, music director at 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, is 
artistic director and accompanist. 
Rehearsals take place Mondays 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the large 
auditorium of the Auditoria 
Center.

For more information, contact 

Dr. Lapp at clapp@mcg.edu 
or ext. 1-2991, or Jina Kim at 
jkim@students.mcg.edu.

“We’d like to encourage 
anybody to come join us,” says 
Dr. Lapp. “It’s a great rest for the 
brain.”

Sing for MCG Chorus

➤ Rehearsals take place 
Mondays from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. in the large auditorium 
of the Auditoria Center.

➤ For more information, 
contact Dr. Lapp at 
clapp@mcg.edu or ext. 
1-2991, or Jina Kim at 
jkim@students.mcg.edu.

Want to Sing 
for MCG?
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DENTAL CLINIC...from page 1

better way to chart patients’ 
progress and follow-up on 
previous problems,” said Dr. 
Frank Caughman, associate 
dean of patient services. “It 
also makes patient care more 
efficient. We anticipate that 
greater than 80 percent of 
patient care will be done in the 
Comprehensive Care Clinic.”

The axiUm system also 
opens up new opportunities 
for outcomes-based research 
because faculty and students 
can view an entire patient 
record electronically, Dr. Drisko 
said.

“It is important in what 
we do to be willing to change 
the way we go about our 
business,” said President 
Daniel W. Rahn at the 

celebration. “We must be 
willing to innovate, experiment 
and make changes. You, as a 
school, have demonstrated that 
willingness. In doing so, you 
have captured the imagination, 
interest and support of the 
entire state.”

Because comprehensive 
care is more intensive and 
requires more faculty time, the 
school created nine new faculty 
positions to accommodate 
the changes. The total project 
costs – including university 
funding for new faculty and 
private funding for axiUm 
implementation and training 
– was nearly $3 million.

For more information about 
the clinic or to schedule an 
appointment, call ext. 1-2371.

Phil Jones photo

Dean Connie Drisko speaks to a packed house at the opening celebration for the School of 
Dentistry’s new Comprehensive Care Clinic. The clinic is modeled after private-practice dentistry, 
where most patient care happens in one place.

*Bring in this ad and we’ll waive the normal $100 administartive fee for your new apartment.

(706) 736-7770

$450
• Convenient to MCG, 
I-20& Washington Road 
• Pool, Sand Volleyball Ct., 
Tennis Ct., Clubhouse
• 2 Laundry Facilities

2525 Center West Parkway, 

Augusta 
(Turn Rt. at Suntrust off Washington Rd.)
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Two Bedrooms $550
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PATIO/SCREEN ROOMS!

• Enjoy The Outdoors All Year !
• Adds Value To Your Home!

20%
OFF
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Call in a specialist
for your real estate needs!

“I can work with any budget and 
find a home that works for you!”

Phyllis Suggs
Office: 706-863-8218
Cell: 706-306-8975
psuggs@meybohm.com
Licensed in GA & SC
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Family Day is September 9.
See page 2 for details.

Disaster courses go international
by Toni Baker

A national effort to better 
prepare front-line emergency 
workers for natural and manmade 
disasters has gone global.

National Disaster Life Support 
CoursesTM, a national training 
standard with 50 sites in the United 
States, now has an international site 
in the United Arab Emirates, said Dr. 
Phillip Coule, director of the MCG 
Center of Operational Medicine.

MCG designed the courses with 
colleagues at the University of 
Georgia, the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center at 
Dallas, the University of Texas at 
Houston School of Public Health and 
the American Medical Association.

In June, MCG worked with the 
University of Texas Southwestern, 
the Drexel University School of 
Public Health and the AMA to 
teach Basic Disaster Life Support 
Courses® in Macedonia as part 
of a larger program conducted by 
NATO. Attendees from as far away 
as eastern Siberia participated.

In July, instructors from MCG, 
UGA and the University of Texas 
Southwestern taught a course in the 
United Arab Emirates. MCG faculty 
will return in December to help with 
the first class at the new training 
center. Courses also are being taught 
in South America and China.

“We are trying to do this 
everywhere we go,” Dr. Coule 
said of establishing training 
sites. “The world is shrinking. 
The issues we face, particularly 
regarding infectious diseases, really 
are universal. Avian flu is a real 
concern for a lot of these countries 
and will be a greater concern for us 
very shortly. Terrorism is becoming 
common ground. Natural disasters 
such as hurricanes and tsunamis 
are as well.

“Fortunately, disasters don’t 
occur frequently enough that you 
can learn from your own mistakes. 
We have to learn from each other’s 
mistakes to better prepare,” Dr. 
Coule said. Courses follow the 
disaster paradigm: detection, 
general principles of an incident 
management system, scene safety 
and security issues, assessing 
hazards, determination of support 
needed for response, and triage and 
treatment of patients and recovery.

As center instructors now travel 
the world, they are finding it also 
feels like home.

“This is an area where we can 
work together and forge relationships 
with other countries and serve as 
ambassadors for our institution and 
our country to others with similar 
problems,” said Dr. Coule.

In an effort to share information, 
the Fundamentals of Mass Casualty 
Care Program, an overview of the 
National Disaster Life SupportTM 

courses, is available online at 
www.dmou.org.

The course lineup includes Core 
Disaster Life SupportTM, a four-
hour awareness course focusing 
on medical first responders, 
helpful also to firefighters, hospital 
administrators and security 
personnel as well as other non-
medical providers likely to help 
manage a major disaster. NDLS 
- DecontaminationTM  is an eight-
hour supplement during which 
primarily non-medical, hospital-
based personnel don protective 
gear and set up decontamination 
shelters. Basic Disaster Life 
Support® focuses on the essentials 
of disaster management for 
hospital-based and frontline 
medical providers. The course 
establishes common knowledge 
and language for handling natural 
and manmade disasters. Advanced 
Disaster Life Support® expands 
that base, providing triage practice 
using mannequins that simulate 
chemical and biological exposure.

A recent addition is a series of 
tactical operator courses providing 
basic medical information for 
police officers and advancing skills 
in police who are paramedics.

“Traditional emergency medical 
services providers do not enter an 
unsafe scene,” he said. “People 
died at Columbine [the site of 
a school shooting in Colorado] 
because EMS could not enter an 
unsafe scene and police officers did 
not have medical training.”

The MCG Center of Operational 
Medicine recently added three 
instructors to meet growing 
requests for the courses. The 
university has funding from the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services for bioterrorism 
training statewide and curriculum 

development from the Georgia 
Department of Human Resources 
Hospital Bioterrorism Program 
Office to teach the courses across 
the state’s eight health districts.

Dr. Phillip Coule, director of the Center of Operational Medicine
Phil Jones photo
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President Emil Bailey is a 
third-year dental student from 
Marietta, Ga. who plans to 
practice dentistry in Atlanta. 
He has a bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry from the University of 
Georgia and a master’s degree 
in information technology from 
Georgia Institute of Technology.

Vice President Tara Fogle is a 
senior in the School of Dentistry. 
The Griffin, Ga. native majored in 
psychology at Georgia Institute 
of Technology.

Comptroller Branan Ennis, 
from Macon, Ga., is a senior in the 
School of Medicine with a chemical 
engineering degree from Georgia 
Institute of Technology. She plans a 
career in emergency medicine.

Secretary Lisa Harbin is a 
senior in the School of Allied 
Health Sciences Department 
of Respiratory Therapy, who 
previously attended the University 
of Georgia and hails from 
Memphis, Tenn. She aspires 
to work in neonatal ICU as a 
registered respiratory therapist.

Humanitarian Carolyn Krieger 
is a senior in the School of Dentistry 
who plans a career as a general 
practitioner. The Atlanta native 
holds a degree in biology from 
Georgia Institute of Technology.

What’s the hardest word in 
medical terminology you’ve had 
to learn to pronounce?

Emil: Pneumonoultramicrosc
opicsilicovolcanoconiosis (aka 
Silicosis). Enough said.
Branan: Possibly uvulopalatophar
yngoplasty, or maybe anesthetist.
Lisa: My major problem so far 
hasn’t been pronouncing words, 
but rather learning what all 
the abbreviations stand for. I 

carry around a pocket medical 
abbreviations book! 
Carolyn: I can’t think of one that 
was the hardest to pronounce, 
but I can think of some of my 
favorites to say: hairy leukoplakia, 
stratified squamous, mamelon and 
sternocleidomastoid.

What challenges do you 
anticipate for SGA this year?

Emil: We have planned an 
exciting array of activities such 
as monthly TGIFs with giveaways 
(window decals, T-shirts, gift 
certificates, etc.), various 
humanitarian events, the second 
annual MCG Formal, intramural 
sports and more. We hope this will 
encourage interaction and unity 
within classes, between schools 
and the student body as a whole. 
We have some of the best faculty 
and curricula in the country and 
some of the most talented and 
intelligent students. I want the 
student body to be as proud and 
excited to be here as I am.
Tara: The off-campus TGIFs and 
the schoolwide formal were firsts 
last year and were very successful. 
I hope all of our new ideas go over 
as well this year!
Branan: This year, SGA will help 
sponsor the Arts Council’s first 
student/faculty art exhibit. One of 
the challenges will be to get the 
word out for submissions from 
creative students and faculty. 
I’m hoping this article helps. (If 
you’re interested, e-mail Branan at 
mennismd@students.mcg.edu.)
Lisa: I believe the SGA Executive 
Council will work efficiently with 
the administration of MCG and the 
student body to better the campus 
as a whole, especially student life 
and involvement on campus and 

in the community. I believe the 
only challenge will be fitting in all 
the plans and ideas we’ve received 
from the student body in one year!
Carolyn: I am encouraging 
higher student participation in 
community service projects than 
in the past. Our hectic schedules 
don’t leave students a lot of spare 
time, but I think that a desire for 
philanthropy runs high in health 
care professionals. My main goal 
for this year is making projects 
more readily available and as 
easy as possible for students to 
participate in.

What would you do with an 
extra four hours a day?

Emil: Dance, play guitar, 
wakeboard, golf, play poker, yoga, 
soccer, mountain bike and catch 
up on some reading.
Tara: I would like to think I 
would be very productive; maybe I 
would learn how to use axiUm. 
Branan: I would like to say I’d 
finally put a significant dent in 
that mountain of reading material 
that gets taller and taller every 
day, that I’d go back and relearn 
anatomy (more accurately, learn 
anatomy for the first time), or that 
I’d at least clean out my closet. In 
reality, I would probably end up 
spending most of the time talking 
on the phone, having girls’ nights 
and maybe even getting a normal 
amount of sleep at night.
Lisa: I would definitely try to 
spend more time with my friends, 
my church, in the community 
volunteering or riding my bike. I’d 
also probably throw a few hours 
of extra sleep in there somewhere!
Carolyn: SLEEP! Work out more 
routinely. Probably procrastinate 
and waste time just as much.

If you weren’t in medical school, 
what would you be doing?
 
Emil: Traveling, definitely. I have 
traveled abroad every summer 
since high school. The exhilarating 
sense of adventure completely 
takes hold of you when you fly to 
unknown and uncharted territory 
with nothing but a backpack, a map 
and good company. The more you 
travel, the more you realize how 
much more there is to see around 
the world and how much we have 
to learn from other cultures.
Tara: Kristen Faerber and I would 
own a boutique housing the most 
fashionable clothes, shoes, jewelry 
and purses!
Branan: I would probably be using 
my chemical engineering degree to 
design pipes to optimize sewage 
flow or something equally exciting.
Lisa: I would probably still be 
at UGA, but I may have ended 
up at LSU if I had stuck with my 
original plan, which was to be an 
architect. I am definitely happy 
with the way things turned out!
Carolyn: Hard question. I always 
said if I had multiple lives, I 
would be a National Geographic 
photographer, professional ice 
climber, host of a travel channel 
show, writer for Lonely Planet or 
food critic of all things chocolate.

What advice or suggestion do 
you have for new MCG students? 

Emil: I encourage new MCG 
students to get involved in 
campus life. Our education and 
personal growth does not stop 
once we leave the classroom. 
Join professional organizations, 
take classes at the Wellness 
Center, play intramural sports, 
attend TGIFs and put in a little 

effort to meet someone outside 
your school. The bonds we foster 
here will be our lifelong friends, 
colleagues, caretakers and, in 
some cases, spouses. Work hard, 
have fun, and never hesitate 
to contact SGA with questions, 
comments and suggestions.
Tara: HAVE FUN!
Branan: My advice is to get 
involved with student activities 
early. There are so many great 
opportunities for community 
service, interest groups, intramural 
sports and leadership that 
everyone can be involved in some 
way. They’re a great way to make 
new friends and to have fun things 
to do when you’re sick of studying 
for the day.
Lisa: Take advantage of the 
incredible resources available 
to MCG students. We are 
surrounded by some of the most 
knowledgeable and experienced 
professors and clinical leaders 
in the country. Take every 
opportunity to learn everything 
you can fit in your brain! Also, 
MCG is a school where balance is 
absolutely essential. If you haven’t 
learned time management skills 
yet, get ready. Study a lot, but take 
time for yourself; work hard, but 
have fun; you will reap what you 
sow! Nothing is more rewarding 
than knowing you have had a 
positive impact on a patient, not 
only clinically, but also on his 
quality of life.
Carolyn: Make lots of friends, and 
take time to hang out with them and 
blow off steam. You won’t remember 
those three extra hours you spent 
studying years from now, but you 
will remember the memories you 
made with your friends. Oh, and 
participate in community service 
projects with the SGA!

Meet your SGA leaders

State of the University Address: Sept. 7 at noon. 
Large auditorium of the Auditoria Center.

Emil Bailey Tara Fogle  Branan Ennis Carolyn KriegerLisa Harbin
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by Sharron Walls

While most campuses have 
a director of student activities 
to coordinate student events, at 
MCG the Student Government 
Association handles those 
responsibilities. But it doesn’t 
do it alone.

“This is the student 
government’s show,” said 
Zameer Sheikh, who joined 
MCG in the new position of 
campus life student activities 
coordinator last March. “My 
role is to help guide them along 
in that process. We work in 
tandem to be a source of ideas 
and inspiration. SGA is the 
students’ chance to voice their 
concerns about the university 
experience, to have input into 

the decision-making process.”
As the liaison between students 

and senior administration, Mr. 
Sheikh supports leadership 
development and assistance 
with social, recreational, civic 
and government programs. He is 
uniquely qualified for the position.

Mr. Sheikh originally 
planned a career in medicine. 
After earning a bachelor’s 
degree in biology from the 
University of Tennessee in 
Knoxville, he applied to and 
was wait-listed at MCG’s 
School of Medicine. Dr. Mary 
Ella Logan, then dean of 
admissions, suggested that 
he shift his focus for the time 
being to law, something that 
would always come in handy, 
citing her own legal degree.

While earning his 
jurisprudence degree at the 
University of Georgia, Mr. 
Sheikh became active in 
student activities, particularly 
in the Office of International 
Life, and considered student 
leadership development and 
activities management as a 
career choice. “I had no idea 
there were degree programs for 
this sort of thing,” but, as it 
turns out, lawyers are sought 
out for such positions.  

“The relationship between 
students and administration 
is a complex one,” said Dr. 
Michael Miller, vice president 
for enrollment and student 
services, explaining that it 
helps to have someone well-
versed in the rules of law that 

govern organizations. “Zameer 
understands the campus 
structure and he’s a good role 
model for our students.”

Mr. Sheikh’s unusual 
career path gives him a useful 
perspective. “I know what 
these students go through 
before they get into medical 
school,” he said. “I know the 
concerns they have once they 
get in.”

A recent project included 
registering all campus student 
organizations to give them 
access to university facilities 
and to advertise as university-
affiliated. “MCG students 
are very interested in being 
involved. It surprised me 
quite a bit, because you’d 
think in a professional school 

environment the primary 
concern is just getting that 
degree. Well, these students, 
they really want that whole 
student life experience.”  
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MCG: A Closer Look garners awards
by Sharron Walls

An MCG video introducing 
prospective students to the 
university has earned two highly 
respected national awards.

MCG: A Closer Look, filmed 
and directed by Tim Johnson in 
the Department of Visual and 
Instructional Design and produced 
by Ben Ferguson, associate 
director for student recruitment 
and admissions, won the Silver 
Award at the 21st Annual 
Admissions Advertising Awards 
in April, coming in second to 
Johns Hopkins University. In July, 
it received another Silver Award 
from the Health and Science 
Communications Association “in 
recognition of excellence in media 
production.”

Dr. Michael Miller, vice 
president for enrollment and 
student services, served as 
executive producer of the project. 
“This video presents MCG 
programs in a positive way,” he 
said, “and I’m very pleased that 
the work done by our staff has 
been recognized by our peers.”

The video departs from the 
usual narrator-driven format 
and consists entirely of students 
talking about their experiences on 
campus, discussing classrooms, 
faculty, financial aid, amenities, 
campus life, Augusta and the 
challenges and rewards of being 
an MCG student. “We thought 
it would be more powerful if 
potential students heard the 
message from their peers,” said 
Mr. Johnson. Nearly 40 students 
from all five schools are featured.

The video is an integral part 

of MCG’s monthly Open House 
visitation day, at which up to 
120 potential students receive 
a brief overview in the Student 
Center and a short walking tour 
of campus before convening 
in the Auditoria Center for 
program presentations and a 
viewing of A Closer Look. The 
afternoon concludes with in-
depth tours of major areas of 
interest.

“By this time, students are 
further along in the decision 
process,” says Mr. Ferguson. 
“They’re narrowing down where 
they want to go to school.” 
The video, using the voices of 
MCG’s own students, is proving 
to be a very effective way of 
conveying the MCG experience.

At its premier screening and 
a later thank-you reception 
for everyone who participated 
in the making of the video, 
A Closer Look was given 
high marks for creativity 
and execution. Responses 
to 200 survey cards were 
“overwhelmingly positive,” 
according to Mr. Ferguson, who 
added that students under 35 
“absolutely loved it.”

Creation of the video took 
about six months, including 
student auditions. “It was a very 
collaborative process,” said Mr. 
Ferguson, speaking of the many 
hours he and Mr. Johnson spent 
editing up to 30 hours of footage 
into a fast-moving, dynamically 
colorful 13-minute video. Of all 
the projects he has been involved 
in for the university, Mr. Johnson 
says A Closer Look is definitely 
one of his favorites. “It was a 

real pleasure to work with all 
of these students; no one had a 
bad attitude. All of these kids are 
highly motivated.”

Dr. Kristy McDonald was one 
of the students in the video. Now 
a physician in the Department of 
Internal Medicine after graduating 
in May, she found her experience 
at MCG so positive “that it was 
great to feel that I was returning 
the favor. I wanted people who 
came here to know how great this 
school is.”

Interspersed throughout are 

aerial shots of the campus taken 
during a helicopter flight arranged 
in cooperation with MCGHI 
and still photos by campus 
photographer Phil Jones. Wesley 
Hobbs provided production 
assistance.

Mr. Johnson earned a 
communications degree from 
Augusta College in 1985. He has 
worked for production houses in 
California, Augusta and Aiken, 
S.C., and spent 10 years in cable 
television as a video producer and 
freelancer before joining MCG 

in 2004. He previously won top 
honors in the 2005 Telly Awards, 
given nationally for outstanding 
local and regional film production, 
for the video To Teach, Discover 
and Care, which he produced 
for the School of Allied Health 
Sciences. He also won the 2005 
award for best short feature and 
the 2006 award for best local 
feature in Augusta’s Southern 
Fried Flicks Film Festival.

For a brief excerpt of A Closer 
Look, visit www.mcg.edu/
students/closerlook.

Phil Jones photo

Tim Johnson’s work consistently wins awards for MCG

New position coordinates students, administration

Mr. Sheikh
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Welcome…Welcome… to these new members of the MCG community

FACULTY
School of Allied Health 
Sciences
 Biomedical & Radiological
 Technologies
  Rebecca Johnson Etheridge

School of Dentistry
 Oral Diagnosis & Patient Care
  Robert B. Reichl
 Oral Rehabilitation
  John Finklea Coleman
  Jeril Ranson Cooper III

School of Medicine
 Anesthesiology & Perioperative
 Medicine
  Lee Ashley Mullinax
 Emergency Medicine
  Lawrence W. Manaker
 Physiology
  Tsugio Seki
 Neurology
  Nancy Lynn McNair
 Ob/Gyn-General
  Erin Zodrow Holsten
 Pediatric-Neonatology
  Anjali Prasad Parish
 Psychiatry & Health Behavior
  Erick Leite Maia de Messias
 Surgery-Gastroenterology
  Ann Young Becker
  Michael A. Edwards
 Otolaryngology
  Susan K. Anderson

School of Nursing
 Biobehavioral Nursing
  Peggy Coram Belger
  Heather Corey-Anderson
  Sharyn Renee Flippo
 Health Environment & Systems
  Sheila McGuire Bunting
  Margo Sullivan Henderson
 Physiological & Technological
 Nursing
  Barbara G. Flick
  Yolanda Davila Flores
  Barbara S. McLear
  Susan Vernita Wilson

 

RESIDENTS
School of Dentistry
  Kyriaki Costa Georgiadou

School of Medicine
 Psychiatry
  John B. Thomas IV

STAFF
School of Dentistry
 Patient Services
  Anthony Terrell Sheppard
 Oral Rehabilitation
  Donna M. Surrency

School of Medicine
Cellular Biology & Anatomy
  Catherine B. Pennington
Office of Clinical Investigation
  Janet L. Irish-Feltner
Pharmacology & Toxicology
  Jennifer A. Iddings
Center for Biotechnology &
Genomic Medicine
  Kinman Au
 IMMAG-Regenerative Medicine
  Ding Xie
Physiology
  Katherine Leigh Anderson
Neurology
  Ryan C. Price
Ophthalmology
  LaTrya Monic Gandy
Georgia Prevention Institute
  Sonya Renee Ruffin
Surgery
  Stacey Adams Weinberger

Cancer Research Center
  Kapil N. Bhalla

  Veronica Calhoun
  Warren C. Fiskus
  Bryan Edward Herger
  Yu-Lin Ma
  Rekha Rao Manepalli 
  Yonghua Yang

Laboratory Animal Services 
  Christopher D. Fick

University Advancement
  Eileen V. Brandon

Information Technology 
Support & Services
  Nadeshda Balabanova Higgs
  Curley Joseph Simpson Jr.

Public Safety
  John Fay Bentley III
  Jesse O. Green

Georgia War Veterans 
Nursing Home
  Lavonne Denise Artis
  Carolyn M. Hooks
  Janet Bowsher Howser
  Sheila R. Overton

Georgia Correctional 
HealthCare
  Pamela Frances Gallant
  Sandra Dianne Gilmore
  Marisa Levister

  David Harold Pass
  Peggy W. Owen
  Voyne F. Souter
  James Howard Wall Jr.

Plant Engineering
  Fletcher Timmerman Friar
  Jason Keith Smith
  Grounds Maintenance
  Jeffrey Brandon Little

 FAREWELL...
 with thanks, to these long-serving  
 employees as they retire:

Mary Ann Dubose, 
Controller’s Office, 28 years
Linda C. Anderson, 
Student Health, 27 years
Franklin H. Dennison, 
School of Allied Health Sciences, 21 years
Thelma L. Kelly, 
School of Medicine, 13 years
Marilee S. Creelan, 
Greenblatt Library, 10 years

Graduate Student 
Organization officers 
plan an active year

Officers have been elected 
for MCG’s Graduate Student 
Organization, a student-run 
group that promotes academic 
support, fellowship, community 
volunteer opportunities and a 
discussion forum for all MCG 
graduate students.

Serving as president in 
2006-07 is Brandi Wynne. Other 
officers are Vice President Kim 
Rathbun, Secretary Katie Wilson, 
Treasurer Daniel Mandel and 
Social Chair Jackie Tilsner. 
Lakiea Bailey and Sigrid Hart will 
serve as Student Government 
Association representatives. 
Yewei Xing, LaShon Sturgis and 
Crista Royal will serve as 
student ambassadors.

The organization advocates 
for students and serves as a 
liaison with the administration. 
Input in the past has helped 
influence matters including 
insurance premiums, stipends 
and electronic thesis submission.

The group also helps new 
students acclimate to graduate 
school. Events throughout the 
year include back-to-school 
gatherings, social gatherings and 
participation in fundraisers such 
as the Border Bash and American 
Heart Association Heart Walk. 
A Halloween ball will be a 
highlight. For meeting schedules, 
events and other information, 
visit www.mcg.edu/gradstudies/gso.

R096879•BP083106

Campus Beat
The following incidents were recorded by the MCG Public Safety 
Department. Periodic reports of crime-related news on campus 
are posted in compliance with federal, state and local laws 
to maximize campus safety and awareness. To report crimes 
or suspicious activity, call ext. 1-2911 or #2911 from a 
cellular phone.

Entering automobile 

On Aug. 12 at 9:39 a.m., MCG Police discovered a red 
Nissan Altima with the passenger-side rear window broken out 
on the first level of Parking Deck 15 adjacent to the Children’s 
Medical Center. The owner of the vehicle was notified and 
reported several items missing. Anyone with information about 
this incident should contact MCG Police at ext. 1-2911.
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The 28th Annual Georgia Medical Fair, hosting 35 rural 
Georgia communities interested in recruiting physicians and 
dentists for future practice, will be held at the Westin Atlanta 
Airport Hotel Friday and Saturday, Sept. 8-9.

Participants can meet with prospective employers and 
attend seminars on topics ranging from practice management 
to issues facing rural physicians. The event, hosted by the 

State Medical Education Board of Georgia, has helped more 
than 400 physicians find practice sites in rural areas, and 
this year includes dentists. The board also offers financial 
assistance to promising students.

Medical and dental students who paid their registration 
before Aug. 24 will be reimbursed for one night’s lodging at 
the Westin Atlanta Airport Hotel by the board; residents and 

practicing physicians and dentists will be reimbursed for two 
nights. Participants will receive up to $200 in travel expenses.

Non-reimbursable registration fees are $75 for practicing 
physicians and dentists, $50 for residents and $25 for 
medical and dental students.

For more registration information, visit www.smeb.
georgia.gov.

Director of cardiac 
service named

Dr. Adam E. Berman has been 
named director of MCG’s Cardiac 
Arrhythmia Ablation Services and 
assistant professor of medicine.

Dr. Berman is a graduate of the 
University of Mississippi School 
of Medicine. He completed an 
internal medicine residency at 
Georgetown University Medical 
Center in Washington, D.C. 
and a cardiology fellowship in 
adult cardiovascular diseases at 
Ochsner Clinic Foundation in 
New Orleans, including a year 
as chief cardiology fellow. He 
recently completed an advanced 
fellowship in clinical cardiac 
electrophysiology at Duke 
University Medical Center.

He is board certified in cardiac 
electrophysiology, cardiovascular 
diseases, adult echocardiography 
and internal medicine.

Dr. Berman’s clinical interests 
include catheter ablation of 
cardiac arrhythmias, including 
complex ablations for atrial 
fibrillation and ventricular 
tachycardia. His research interests 
include individually tailoring 
electrophysiology tools such 
as pacemakers, implantable 
defibrillators and new imaging 
and mapping devices.

Dr. Brann named to 
editorial board

Dr. Darrell W. Brann, professor 
and associate director of the 
Institute of Neuroscience, has 
been named to the editorial 
board of Neuroendocrinology, an 

international journal for brain and 
hormone interaction, for a third 
term. He has served as a reviewer 
for the journal since 1993.

He is a reviewer for 
American Journal of Physiology, 
Neuropharmacology, Journal 
of Neuroscience, Molecular and 
Cellular Neurosciences, Brain 
Research, Endocrinology, Journal 
of Neuroendocrinology, Journal 
of Reproduction and Fertility and 
Neuroscience.

Dr. Brann chaired a special 
review study section of the 
National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development 
this year and served as an ad 
hoc member of the institute’s 
Fellowship Review Study Section.

He is co-director of a 
five-year National Institute 
of Health training grant in 
neurodegenerative diseases and 
neural repair. He chairs MCG’s 
Intramural Grants Program, 
which administers $1.1 million in 
grant dollars annually.

Dr. Brann received the 2001 
School of Graduate Studies 
Distinguished Alumni Award, 
the 2005 Outstanding Basic 
Science Teaching Award from the 
School of Medicine and the 2006 
Distinguished Alumni Award from 
his undergraduate alma mater, 
Henderson State University in 
Arkansas.

Dr. Hobbs appointed 
to executive 
committee

Dr. Joseph Hobbs, chair of the 
Department of Family Medicine 

and vice dean for primary care 
and community affairs in the 
School of Medicine, has been 
appointed to the Executive 
Committee of the American Board 
of Family Medicine, the second-
largest medical specialty board in 
the United States.

Dr. Hobbs also has been 
named chair of the Examination 
Committee and will serve on the 
Bylaws, Credentials and Audit/
Finance Committees. He has 
been a member of the Board of 
Directors since 2003.

Dr. Hobbs, a 1974 graduate 
of the MCG School of Medicine, 
has served on the board of 
directors of the Association 
of Departments of Family 
Medicine since 1999 and is the 
association’s representative to 
the Society of Teachers of Family 
Medicine Curriculum Advisory 
Committee. He is a member of 
the Society of Teachers of Family 
Medicine Minority Health Care 
Group and chairs the Academic 
Family Medicine Organization’s 
Subcommittee on Pre-doctoral 
Education. He was named to the 
Council on Graduate Medical 
Education of the Health Resources 
and Services Administration in 
2006.

Two named to legal 
affairs office

Richard Murphy and Anthony 
Hightower have joined the 
Legal Affairs Office as senior 
legal advisers, providing advice 
on contracts, employment and 
discretionary issues, inventions, 
copyrights and other intellectual 

property and risk management 
to the university’s administrative 
officers, supervisors and faculty.

Mr. Murphy comes to MCG 
from the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission’s Atlanta 
District Office, where he 
supervised enforcement teams 
that prosecuted violators of 
federal securities laws. He was 
involved with policy, budget, 
personnel and administrative 
issues and provided information 
to the media about cases. His 
work earned him the Irving M. 
Pollack Award for Distinguished 
Public Service.

He earned a bachelor’s degree 
with a double major in economics 
and government from Cornell 
University and a master’s degree 
in economics and juris doctor 
degree from the University of 
Michigan. He is a member of 
the state bars in California, the 
District of Columbia and Georgia.

Mr. Hightower, a Georgia 
native, was a member of the 
Georgia House of Representatives 
in 1991 and served on the College 
Park, Ga., city council from 1986-
90. He comes from the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, where 
he directed the Offices of Equity 
Access & Diversity, managing 
investigations of discrimination 
complaints and implementing 
diversity training for university 
faculty and staff. He previously 
was a supervisory attorney 
and team leader with the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Office 
for Civil Rights in Dallas and 
Washington, D.C.

He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in political science from 
Clark College and a juris doctor 

degree from the University of 
Iowa College of Law. He earned 
a master’s degree in public 
administration from Harvard 
University’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, where 
he was awarded a Kennedy 
Fellowship. He is a member of 
the state bars of Georgia and 
Texas, the American Association 
for Affirmative Action and the 
Georgia Municipal Association.

MCG swimmer 
among best in 
world

Tom Northcutt, business 
operations specialist in auxiliary 
services, swam his way to 
three top-10 finishes at the 
FINA Masters World Swimming 
Championships Aug. 4-10 at 
Stanford University in Palto Alto, 
Calif. Mr. Northcutt finished 
eighth in the 200-meter butterfly, 
ninth in the 400 individual 
medley and 10th in the 200 
individual medley. The event 
attracted more than 5,500 athletes 
from 70 countries, including 
nearly 100 former Olympians.

Obituaries
The MCG community extends 

condolences to the family and 
friends of:

Donald L. Teasley, 67, who 
died July 18. Mr. Teasley was the 
husband of Phyllis R. Teasley, 
operations manager of the Health 
Center Credit Union.

NEWSMAKERS

Dr. Berman Dr. Brann Mr. Hightower Dr. Hobbs Mr. Murphy Mr. Northcutt

Rural practice opportunities for residents and students

Please send items for this column to FI-1042 or beeper@mcg.edu.
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Famous Dave’s

Shangri La

T.G.I. Friday’s

Yo Pizza

Barberitos

& many more

Call (706) 364-4460 to order
& request a menu guide.

w w w . 2 g o - b o x . c o m

DELIVERED MEALS FROM
GREAT RESTAURANTS

Save Your Parking Spot! Save Your Gas!

Beeper Recipe Contest!
If you’ve got a great recipe to share, you could win a free 
lunch for yourself and three others -- delivered right to 
your waiting plates!  Who says there  is no free lunch?  So 
what are you waiting for?  E-mail your favorite recipe to 
recipes@mcgbeeper.com today!

RECIPES

SPONSORED BY:

w w w . 2 g o - b o x . c o m
( 7 0 6 )  3 6 4 - 4 4 6 0

SEE THIS ISSUE’S WINNING RECIPE ON PAGE 3!

ACROSS
  1.Arteriosclerotic heart disease, for short
  4.Stroke, familiarly
  7.Acetabulum’s location
10.__ bandage
11.Suffi x for wind or health
12.Feverish
13.Electrical impulse transmitter
16.Intoxicated
17.Infratemporal __
20.Number of bones in the cranium
24.Nashville school: abbr.
25.Suffi x for disc or human
26.Number of cervical vertebrae
29.Urticaria
31.Lung divisions
33.Risk of overuse of diuretics
39.Old Olds
40.Stirrup’s location
41.Bawl
42.Dough for sukiyaki?
43.Become fi rm
44.Vitreous cavity’s site

DOWN
  1.Hailed vehicle
  2.Prefi x for puncture or pressure
  3.Hideaway
  4.Nasal passageway protectors
  5.Second in command, for short
  6.Came up
  7.Humphrey’s monogram
  8.50 and 51
  9.Cream cartons, usually: abbr.
14.Withdrawal woes, familiarly
15.“You might like to know...”: abbr. 
17.Stewart & Benning: abbr.
18.Suffi x for polyp and vitamin
19.Range Rover or 4Runner, for short
21.Perdue, for one: abbr.
22.Go quickly
23.Six-pointers, familiarly
27.Actor Ron
28.Lymph glands
29.Tricuspid valve’s location
30.Suffi x for intern or physic
32.Scottish hillside
33.Meaning of the prefi x “xero-”
34.Special order shoe
35.Term of endearment
36.Suggestion for sore muscles
37.Suffi x for access or direct 
38.TV’s Bill __ the Science Guy

BUZZLE

SUDOKU
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O P T I C I A N S
2 year warranty on all prescription eyewear

20% MCG discount
Contact lenses

Eye exams by independent doctors of optometry

SEE BETTER • LOOK BETTER • FEEL BETTER
John W. Anderson
1500 Johns Road

706-736-2020

Phil Harris
1571 Walton Way

706-737-2020  
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™
http://www.mcg.edu/supply/vendorFair/

The Medical College of Georgia is hosting its
1st Annual Diverse Vendor Fair

“The Supplier Showcase”
Wednesday, September 20, 2006

Don’t miss this great opportunity to showcase your company’s 
goods and services for the entire campus to see!

On & Off campus vendors are welcome.
Please contact me if you have any questions or would like to 

request more information!

KIMBERLY HAYES
Materials Management

Augusta, GA 30912-8201
Outreach Development Coordinator Medical College of Georgia

Office: (706) 721-9105
Fax: (706) 721-4774

Email: khayes@mail.mcg.edu
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Debbie Bourne
Licensed in GA and SC

Vice President, ABR, CSP, GRI, CRS

Blanchard & Calhoun Real Estate
706.284.8991 Mobile 706.863.8953 Office

dbourne@blanchardandcalhoun.com

LIVE ON THE RIVER! Less than 2 
miles from MCG this 2 BR, 2.5 BA riverfront 
home is a true getaway after a day at the 
office. With multiple decks overlooking the 
Savannah River, a quiet hot tub in a screened 
patio, and a covered boat dock, relaxing 
will be easy. Top of the line appliances and 
upgrades throughout. Priced at $389,000

ROOMS & MORE ROOMS!
6 BR + Bonus Rm & Exercise 
Rm, 4 BA home in Windmill. 
Home has hardwood floors, 
gourmet Kit, daylight basement 
& fenced back yard overlooking 
lake. All for $529,900

LOCATED ON THE HILL!
Just minutes from MCG, 3 BR, 
3 BA home in Forest Hills w/ 
3300 SF & lots of charm. FP in 
LR & Owners, private office, 
hardwood floors & courtyard 
patio. Priced at $398,000  
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children back to their home 
counties has created a great 
need in this area for therapeutic 
parents to foster teenagers.

For more information, contact 
Getina Byrd at 706-210-3425.

Lunch and learn 
Clare Billman, MCG senior 

instructional designer, will present 
a seminar on “Utilizing Adult 
Learning Principles: the Key to 
Improved Training,” Monday, 
Sept. 25 from 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. in Terrace Dining’s 
Magnolia and Dogwood Rooms. 
Topics include identifying ways 
adults learn, the challenges of 
a multi-generational workforce 
and effectively using education 
technology.

Call Organization Development 
at ext. 1-2281 to register or e-mail 
Wanda Lowe at wlowe@mcg.edu 
for more information.

Molini Golf 
Tournament

The second annual Tony 
Molini Memorial Golf Tournament 
sponsored by the Augusta Nuclear 
Technologist Society will be held 
Saturday, Sept. 30 at Gordon 
Lakes Golf Course. Net proceeds 
will benefit the Antonio Molini 
Foundation to promote excellence 
and sponsorship for radiological 

professionals. To request an 
enrollment form, contact Laura 
Norman at lanorman@mcg.edu.

CKD Golf Challenge
Golfers are challenged to raise 

money for east Georgia patients 
with chronic kidney disease 
by participating in the second 
annual CKD Golf Challenge-
Augusta Thursday, Oct. 26 at 
Jones Creek Golf Club. Proceeds 
benefit the National Kidney 
Foundation of Georgia. For more 
information, contact event chair 
Dr. David Pollock at ext. 1-8517 or 
dpollock@mcg.edu.

Gift shops sell stamps
For your convenience, The 

Little Store and Ferns & Fossils 
gift shops now sell U.S. postage 
stamps.

Transplant 
program hosts 
tournament

The MCG Transplant Program 
will host a golf tournament 
Monday, Nov. 6. Registration 
for single players is $150, for 
two-player teams, $275. For more 
information, contact Tara Moon, 
ext. 1-3621.

Volunteer 
opportunity

Team members who are 
passionate about their work, 
community and making a 
difference are needed for this fall’s 
State Charitable Contributions 
Program, the employee payroll-
deduction program that supports 
the United Way and other aid 
organizations. Contact coordinator 
Debbie Looney at ext. 1-0343 or 
dlooney @mcg.edu.

Beeper deadline
For the Sept. 14 edition, deadline 

is Sept. 6 at noon. For the Sept. 28 
edition, deadline is Sept. 20. Send 
announcements or story ideas to 
beeper@mcg.edu or contact Beeper 
Editor Sharron Walls at ext. 1- 4410, 
swalls@mcg.edu or FI-1042 (campus 
mail).

MCG news may also be submitted 
to the MyMCG Web portal by e-
mailing NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu 
and the Campus Events Calendar at 
www.calendar.mcg.edu.

BRIEFS..from page 2

4.50
06/01/16 @ 100.00

Georgia

06/01/16 @ 100.00

06/01/37

06/01/16

Jarrett E. Hindew
Investment Representative
2816 Washington Rd Suite 102
Augusta, GA 30909
Bus. 706-738-2983
Toll-Free. 888-738-6929
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Sept. 7  How to Effectively Train and Orient Your Employees, 8:30-10:30 a.m.
  Interviewing: Hiring the Right Person, 2-4:30 p.m.
Sept. 8  Sexual Harassment, 2-4 p.m.
Sept. 11  Welcome to MCG, 8:30-10:30 a.m.
  PeopleSoft Financials Training
  • Basic Navigation, 1-1:40 p.m.
  • Requisition, 1:45-2:45 p.m.
  • Sponsored Project Management, 2:50-4:15 p.m.
Sept. 14  Protecting Your Home Computer, Noon-1 p.m.
  Basic Query, 1-4 p.m.
Sept. 15  Retirement Benefits, 1-1:45 p.m. (Brown Bag Seminar in Student Center room  
     2021)
  GroupWise Series, 3-4:30 p.m. (series continues Sept. 22 and 29)
Sept. 18  Delivered Reports and Inquiries Panels, 9 a.m.-Noon
  Coping with Change, 2-4 p.m.
Sept. 19  P-Card Training, 2-3 p.m.
Sept. 21  P-Card Works Payment Manager, 2-3 p.m.
Sept. 25  Welcome to MCG, 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
  Making Diversity Work, 2-4:30 p.m.
Sept. 26  Retirement Benefits, 12:30-1:15 p.m. (Brown Bag Seminar in Student Center   
     room 2021)
  Internet Safety, 4-5 p.m.
Sept. 27  Effective Listening, 8:30-10:30 a.m.
  Managing Research Professionals, 3-4 p.m. (in Pavilion III, room 3302) 
Sept. 28  Access Level 2 CompUSA, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Oct. 5  Access Level 3 CompUSA, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

The following courses are offered to MCG employees through HR’s training and education 
department. To register, visit www.mcg.edu/hr/training. All classes are held in room 1151 
of the Annex unless otherwise noted. For more information, contact Ale Kennedy, training 
and education manager, ext. 1-6197.

THE LEARNING CURVE

Send photos and stories to beeper@mcg.edu. For more info, call Beeper Editor Sharron Walls ext. 1-4410.

Pet GazettePet Gazette

Eileen Dickman in family medicine and Betty 
and Gerry Aldridge, with sponsored program 
administration and the School of Medicine, 
respectively, are good friends. So are their cats, 
Lukas and Fleur. Lucas, Eileen’s 6-year-old 
tabby on the bottom in the picture above, is 
generally cool and aloof, but he loves Fleur, a 
7-month-old who allows Betty and Gerry and 

their 18-year-old Cockapoo, Daisy, to live with 
her and cater to her eccentricities.

“Fleur stays with Aunt Eileen and Lukas 
when her mommy and daddy are out of town,” 
says Betty. “Her favorite activity is to hold 
Lukas by the ears and clean his head. Including 
the ears. Then she bites him. With love, of 
course!” Yum!

VOTED “BEST CAR WASH” BY READERS OF AUGUSTA MAGAZINE!

$4.00 AUTOMATIC WASH & FREE VACUUMS
“A New Concept in FAST Car Washing”

2841 Washington Road (next to Red Lobster)
HOURS: Mon-Sat: 8-8; Sun: 11-6

Oil change and lube featuring
quality Valvoline products.
(at Evans & Express locations only.)

Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30-5:30

Sun: Noon-5:00

Across From Evans Cinemas

706-868-1450

EVANS

MARTINEZ

DOWNTOWN

AUGUSTA MALL

Across From West Towne

706-868-1550

Next to Johnson Motor Co.

706-722-4109 (Closed Sun.)

Across From the mall

706-738-1300

ANY PACKAGE WASH

$200 Off
Deluxe Wash or Higher

NOT VALID WITH ANY
OTHER SPECIAL OR OFFER

EXPIRES 8/6/06

 HAND WAX
$45Includes Full Services

Wash, Tire Shine, Air
Freshener & Hand Wax

MOST VEHICLES. NOT VALID
WITH ANY OTHER SPECIAL 
OR OFFER. EXPIRES 8/6/06
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3- Minute Car Wash & Quick Lube

1011 Hampton Terrace • North Augusta

www.RossSnellings.com
David Burton 706-294-0431

Sand Hills Properties.

3032 Pine Needle • Own a Bit of History

www.RossSnellings.com
David Burton 706-294-0431

Sand Hills Properties.

Price Reduced!
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Hank Aaron Augusta

706-650-6755 email: rclifford@hankaaronjaguar.com

NOT A LEASE
Call Richard 
For Details!

2006 JAGUAR X TYPE 3.0 #J06015

• Satellite Radio • Moonroof
• Premium Pkg. • AWD

Richard R. Clifford Jr.
Executive Sales & Lease Consultant

2005 JAGUAR S TYPE 3.0 #J05058

• Executive Demo • Premium Pkg
• Cold Weather Pkg. • Navigation

$2500 due at delivery, 75 mos @7.99% APR.
Excludes all taxes, title & dealer doc fees.

With approved credit.

$5500 due at delivery, 75 mos. @7.99% APR.
Excludes all taxes, title & dealer doc fees.

With approved credit.

Photos for illustration only.

MSRP $37,645
$499/MO. or Buy For $5,000 Below

MSRP

MSRP $51,470
$599/MO. or Buy For $10,000 Below

MSRP

3475 Old Petersburg Rd. Suite 500  Martinez, GA 30907 

Monday - Saturday 9-6 • Closed Sunday

706-364-3570 www.wickerbarn.com

• All Weather Wicker

• Many Different Styles & 
Colors To Choose From

• 3 Year Warranty

3910 Washington Rd.  Martinez, GA 30907 
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• Bedroom Furniture
& Mattresses

beeper@mcg.edu

HSB welcomes students

On the first day of classes Aug. 21, students enter the new $34 million Health Sciences 
Building’s three-story atrium. Housed within the building’s 189,000 square feet are the entire 
School of Nursing and the School of Allied Health Sciences Departments of Biomedical and 
Radiological Technologies, Respiratory Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physician’s Assistant 
and Physical Therapy.

Phil Jones photo
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